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BIOGRAPHY OF ARCHIMANDRITE JOASAPH.

Joasaph , in secular life, John Ilyich Bolotoff, was born at Tver,
Ruesia in 1761 and was educated at Yaroslavl seminary. For some years
after graduation , was teacher at ,glit% theclogical school. Tock mon-
astic orders in 1786 and joined the brothers at Tolgek monastery. In 17S4
with the rank of Archimandrite was approinted to head the first Russian mis-
glon to Alaska. Arrived at Kodiak Sept. 34, 1794 and began to christian-
ize the natives of Alaska. In 1798, left Kodiak for Irkoutsk and in 1799
was consecrated Bishop of Alaska. On his return trip 4e in 17SS from
Okhotsk to Kodiak on the ship Phoenix , was drowned (between Okhotsk and
Kodiak ) with all =on board, and a very rich consignment of church goods

and priests vestmentes were lost along with the rest.

Left, one book : "The topographical, climatological, statistical
and ethnological description of the Island of Kodiak," printed in 1805
in the "Droug Prosvestcheniya ." (The friend of Enlightment) St. Peters-
burg.

According to Tekhmenieff's history, page 72 of the appendix, from
the letter written by Shelihoff to paranoff on Aug. 9, 1784 from Okhotsk.

The following extract may be of interest:

The peuplf,of various religione ( meaning the natives ) should be

made acquainted with Russians , but do not overlock thie regulation, that

during the night time , the pgbp&%l of various religion , should not re-

main in the village. At all places , where necessary guarde should be
placed, no one to be permitted to pass and the guards should strike sig-
nale. Even during the day time, such vigilance should be maintained. It
would also be well to sound the houre by striking boards (I wuppose this
means some resonant wooden piece ) , determining the time by (sand) hour
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glass, and if time permite, with the help of artisans, to cast a bell
which may also be useful for the church.

At present I have sent you ebeus twenty poods ( about 800 pounds )
of copper. It would not be bad, if through your exertions , you could

find some American copper from Copper River.

In the same appendix page 86: From the letter written to Shelébhof

in answer to the above, dated St. Paul Harbor yay 80, 1795, I quote:

I found ore about Kodiak and Cock Inlet in great quantities ;
I tried in a small way to melt it into metalbut time did not permit to
work #% into cast irom, and besides I do not know how. I asked wather
Juvenalius to show us how to melt in hand ovens and small furnaces but

did not get an answer. We need twe men who know how to smelt iremn in &

hand ovene and small forges.

Page 94- Our Shaposhnikoff has cast & bellshere for the local
church , weight five poode,( about 203 pounds ) .For a long time past
I had intention of going to Copper River for American copper.

From the material for the history of Russian settlements on the
shoree of the Eastern Ocean ,Notes by Kyril Klebnikoff, compiled in 1821
s)printed at St. petersburg 1861- yol. 3.

Page 97 on skilled occupations :

three

Blacksmiths : These are cngaged at forges . At one and sometimes
at two of them the men are principally engaged in turning out ship's work,
which is their constant occupation and more particularly during spring before
the departure of the ships. At the third , they are engaged in makingwe
new axes or repairing old ones and this is the chief, and most constant
occupation. If time permits they (blackemiths ) make ploughs, according
to galifornia model and mattocks for digging, for trade with california.

Copperemiths These are situated in three shops. At two of
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them they are engaged in making new boilers from tin and copper ; bowls,
teakettles, copper pots, measures,funnele and other utensils, a part of
which is used for trade with Qalifornia and with savages along the North
of America and also for supplying other colonies , for no utensils are
imported from Russia. In the third, they manufacture small articles for
ships, and belle, not larger tha five poods (about 200 pounds ) .

The &miXY bells are used on the shipe and large cnes for trade with
California.

Page 148.

Governor De Bala did not permit the Russians to establish themselves

on the north side of the gan Franciscan éay and for that reason had es-

tabliehed two new missions, one at gan Rafael ia 1819 and the other as
Sclano in 1824. At the establishment of these institutions , the mis-
sionaries being in need of various materials and instrumente for their
missions , had frequent intercourse with Fort Ross. There was a contin-

uous trade between the two.

From Unites States Customs Records:-From the manifest of vessels cleared
coastwise beginning Oct. 18, 1867.-
On Jan. 31, 1868, Hutchinson and Hirech from gitka , shipped on

the schooner " Growler " , Horace coffin, Master, eight bells, 2,509

pounds , consigned to Schloss & Co. ,San Francisco.

On Nov. 16, 1868, the Russian American Co., from Sitka, shipped
on steamer "Alexander ¥ M.C. Erskine Master, nine bells ,weight not
given , consigned to M.,Klinkovstrom, San Francisco. ( M. Klinkovstrom

was the Russian Consul at S. F. at that time.)

How they cast the bells in Alaska , ls a problem I cannot answer.




TERRITORY OF ALASKA
LIBRARY AND MUSEUM
JUNEAU, ALASKA

I may some day run up aginst something that will also clear up thie
interesting phase.

I have a picture of Shelikof and Baranoff , the copies of which I
shall send as soon as I have some made.

According to J. J. Uyderwood the story goes "and 8o Resanoff loaded
hie ship with bells and furs and set out for Yerba Buena."

As Sitka was less than two years o0ld , it is very improbable that any
belle had as yet been made there. What really happened was thie : Sup-
plies at the Sitka colony were very low and and starvation wae staring
the inhabitants in the face unless something was done at once, so Baranoff
contracted with an American Captain D'Wolf and purchased the ship,Jum
with her cargo of flour, sugar and other necessary articles. This re-
leived the immediate necessity but by the spring time the supply became
80,low that Rezanoff set sail in the Juno for San Francisco , with articles
for trade wiith the Spaniards, and aleo with the idea of making arrange-
ments for a base for future supplies for Alaska.
gie‘hikoff's notes on the material for history,page 14€,gives the fol-
lowing articles carried : Linen, rawen's duck, thick cloth, handkerchiefs,
needles, boots, saws axes and bed-ticking.

The bells of which you speak are from European Russia ,brought on ships
around the world to Alaska. The firet two ships, Neva and Nyadezhda mak-

ing the first trip in 18034 The bells from Russia were for the churches

here ,donated by the Russian American gompany , which was obliged to main-
tain the churches at its own expense for the benefit of the employes.

It is very likely that some bells were at Fort Ross. Noigifts of
bells were made by Royalty, at least 1 do not recall having seen any such
reference.

The Roman Orthodox church and the Roman catholic Church began their
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separation in the 9th Century. . post-

The first church established at Sitka was in 1816, with pather Alexis

Sokoloff as pastor.
About Madame Shelikoff.

From the History of Tekmanieff- Page 7.

On the 18 day of Aug. 1783 on the Ship " Tﬁree Saints " (@regory sghel-
ikoff , accompanied by Madame Shelikoff , left okhotsk. The ship winter-
ed at pering ¢sland. Next spring the ship called in at Unalaska ,where

some-repairs were made. On the3rd of pug. 1784 the ship reached Kodisk
Island and entered a harbor ,which was named the Three Saints Harbor.

After establishing himeelf on the inhoepitable shores of Kodiak tsland

Shelikoff began to erect buildings. He made a stockade and built some

emall houses . Shelikoff remained at Three Saints parbor until the 22

of yay 1786 when he sailed for okhotsk. He reached polsheretcks on the
8

8th of Aug. 1786and in Jan. 1787 arrived at okhtsk. From here with his £
family , he proceeded to Irkoutsk. He left Eustraty Delaroff in charge-f-—
¢f his business at godiak, who remained there until 1791 or until super-
seded by Alexander Baranoff.

Baranoff , seeing that Three Saints Harébr was not suited for his
headquarters , as there was no timber there, removed the post further
North to St. Paul Harbor in 1782. ( The Saint Paul Harbor is the presemt
town of Kodiak. ) The post at Three Saints remained as a hunting lodge.

Shelikoff died at Irkoutsk on July 20,1795. His buseiness was contin-
ued by his wife and his partner ,G. Golikoff , who united with a company
Irokouts merchante in order to continue the fur operations in jlaska.

I fail to see in the historic records where Madam has taken any active
part in conducting her husband's business.

Natalia Shelikoff , wife of pregory Shelikoff, was elevated to the dig-
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nity of Nobility by an Imperial Ukaz: of Nov . 10, 1797. In the Ukaz
it reads : For the perils and hardships shared woth her husband, thed
late, gregory shelikoff, deceased, for the services rendered to the crown
by imperriling his life in uniting the inhabitants of of North America toh
the scepter of theCzar , for laying the foundation of the greek catholic
Christian religion among the aborigines and for opening instituions ben-
eficial to thefatherland , Madam Shelikoff and her children are elevated
to the dignity of nobility. (The reference of Madam Shelikoff doing
tapestry work during cold winters at godiak , is some romantic talk to make

some book more human.)

The first Russian MiBsioncarrised:at Kodiak (St. Paul )on the ship
Three Saints,qept 24, 1724; the mission was headed by Archmandrite Joas-

aph. (This is the correct way to spell it and pronounce it.) The rest

of the clergymen were as follows 3} Hieromonksf{or priest monks ,Juvenalius,

Markarius and Athanasius. Hierodeacons (or monk deacons ),Stephen and

Nectarius. Lay Bprother : Herman and Joasaph.

Bella of Xodiak.




Biography of Archimandrite Joasaph,
ey ; ;
Joasaph, in seeular life , John Ilyich Bolotoff, was bern a‘t?vor, Russia in
1761, was educated at Yaroslavl seminary, For some years after graduation
was teacher at Uglitz theo])ogical school. Took menastic orders in 1786 and
joined the brothers at thej-olgsk manastery, In 1794 with the rank the
renie of Archimandrite was appointed te¢ head the first Russian mission to Alask
Arrived at Kodiak in Sept 24, 1794 and began to christianize the natives of :
Al eska, In 1797 left Kodiak for Irkoutgk _snd in 1799 was consecrated
Bishop of Alaska, On his return trip/from Okhotsk to Kodiak, en the Ship
bé#nix wa drowned betwenn Okhotsk and Kodiek with all on board,” including
8 -end-lopt-a very rich consignment of church goods and prists vestmeti/ S
. Left one book:/” The topegraphicel, climatologicel, statisticel and ethmno
logical description of the Island of Kodiak, Printed in 1805 in the Droug
Progvestcheniyai '(The friend of Enlightment) Ste Petersiurg.

According to Tekhmenieff's history page 72 of the appendix,
From the letter written by Shelihoff to Barancff en Aug. 9, 1794 from Okhotsk,

The following extract may be of interest -be=smwes

Chien<of  aHfF6FSAt religions( meaning the natives)should be made ac~
quainted with Russians, but di ne¥ overlook this regulation, that during the
night time thelwef¥sf different'religion should not remein in the village.
At all places, where necessary guards should be placed, no one to be permitted
to pass and the,guards should strike signals. Even during the day time sueh ~ -
/,,, fheilence shald maintained, It would also be well o LLB0G e mour s bt %,
gk detern fiing the the time by (sand) hour glass, and if time permits with
of copper., It &
some American

) At present I have sent you 20 poods ( about 800 1lbs
700 would net be bad, if through your exertions, you could fin
M t1gy copper from Copper river,

; s ’
i/ 0) ¢ A7, 4
uf, ) In the Hame appendix page 86, From the letter wriitten te¢ Shelihof
/ in answer to the above, dated 8t, Paul Harbor May 20, 1795, I quote:

( (47, the help of artisans to cast & bell which alsd be useful f§r the charch,

I found iron ore abg/zt Kodiak and Cook Inlet in great quantities.,
I tried in ‘small way to.gmelt”into metel but time did not permit to work inte
cast iron armd forge into iron bars, snd beside I do not know how, I asked

}‘“"v% Father Juvellflius to show us how to smelt in hand ovens and small furnaces

nalivg oyt did not get en answer, We need two men who know how to smelt iron in
hand ovens and small forges. Page 94,

Our Shaposhnikoff has cast a %# bell” here for the l@ical church, weight

5 poods 3 poénds (about 203 1bs) ”f-—ha-vv-hnd'—m,—{ntentiorx of going to Copper
river for Americen copper, VT 4 ny Vvt RAGE ) :aqé

From the material for the History of Russian settilements
on_the Shores of the Eagstern Oceen, Notes by Kyril Khlebnikeff, compiled
27 in 1881, printed at St Petersburg 1861, Valis
“Page 97 On %8 skilled occupations: e ko % i
Blackemithss , These are engaged at-Torges, ne som es at two
of them mﬁfﬁiﬁrﬁ%ﬁfz out ship's work, which is their constant occup
tion exd more perticularly during spring before the departure of
the ships, At the tnird they are engaged in gé}&p&g‘g axes or repeiring
old ones and this is the chief and the most occupation, If time
permite they( Blackemiths) make plughs, according te Califernia model, and mab
tocks for digging, for the trade with California.

Coppersmithse: These are situated in three shops, At two of them they
are engaged in making new boilers from tin and copper; bowls, tea kettles
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copper pots, measures,@nnels and other utensils, a p f which is used for
trade withCalifernia aml with savages along the north o erica, and also for
supplying other colenies, for no utensils are imported from Russia, In the
third they manufacture small aricles for ships, amond them they cast hooks and
hasps for rud&® gs for ships, end HELLS , not larger tha 5 poods (about 200 1lbs
The small bell are used on the ships and large one’fertrade with Californie . i

Pg‘ 1480
Governor De Bala did not permit the Russians to establish themselves on the
north side of the San Francisco Bay end for tha/resson had established two new
Miseions. One at San Rafael in 1819 and the other at Selano in 1824, At the
estatlishment of these institutions the missioneries being in need of vaerious
materiels and instruments for ther missions, had frequent intercourse with Fote /-
Ross. There was a continuo« s trade between the two,

From United States Custom Records,
From the manifest of vessels cleared coastwise beginning Cotoker 18 1867,

On Jen 21st 1868, Hutchinson and Hirsch from Sitka, shipped on the schoe
ner "Growler", Horace Coffin, Master, 8 bells, 2,509 ounds, consigned to
Schloss and Co, , San Francisco.

On Nove 16, 1?‘68 The Russian AmeSican Co, from Sitka shipped 9=bed?s on
steamer Alexander, M.C, Erskine, master, 9 bella, weight not given, consigned
to M, Klinkoistrom, Sen Francisco, ( M, Klinkostrom was the Russian Consul
at San Francisce at that time)

How they cast the bells in Alaska is a problem
G I cannot enswer, I may someday run up sgainst something thet will alse

clear up this inteSsting /phase.

I have a picture 4f Shelihof and Baranoff the copies of which I shall

send just as soon as I have somse made. f /_.
b A 1 /ﬁso esanoff

‘ﬁ'"‘"—" @ﬂ-{'?/“/{}i/r

loaded his ship with bells “"ar"mmcx set for Yerba Buena” What
1WWM§ wiib-history. Resancff gailed awey on the ship

Juno / vikieh Baranoff bought from an American Captain George D'Wolf with its
/,V/, cargo ' ,flour, sugar and other articles, This relived tie immediate necessity A c/!"
- the spring the suprly became so low that there wag?fear of starvath < o
So esanoff sailed for San Farncisco with articles for trade with the Spaniards. PR
Knlebnikeff's Notes on tle Material for History page 146, GiveSthe following “)l{{\
erticles carried: Linen, Raven's duck, thic}< cloth, Handkerchlefs, needles ‘e
bootg/saws,,axes and be‘gtickmg. j,»,". A ,,’f.-}- f’/ f:’w LAY [ L ,

’ /1 : Z ,f,,’: b7t é
: The bv!iggﬁ mjy’f"'peak of are from European Russis, brou;h‘b on
ships around the world to Alaska, The first t¥o ships Neva and Hadezhda
making the first trip in 180%, The bells from Russiea were for the churches
here, donated by the Russian American Company, which wa obliged te maintein
the churches at its own expense for the benefit of the employes,

Its veri 1likd
ly that some bellg were at Fort Ross, No gifts of bells were made by the
Royalty, at least I do not recell having seen any such reftence,

The Russian orthodox church and the Roman Catholic church btegan their
separation 1n the 9th cen‘hary.
(" 2L, / A {
g7 1 5/
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At Sitka there id one bell that wak cast by Barakoff in 1816 (\Ithink), It has
quite a lot of indcription on the bdse, This I wXll supply 1o You in the near
future, or just as\soon as I can get\some one to send it to me,

Also I will send th photographs of ti\e bell in th belfry and a8 much data
upon them as I can gAt for you,

Nataleia Shelihoff, the wife of Gragory Shelihoff wes elated to the
dignity of Nobildty by ang Imperial Ukaz of Nov, 10, Xx& 1797, In the ukas
it reads : For the perils and hardships shared with her husband the lete Gra-
gory Shelihoff, deceased, for the services remedered to ® crown f gsacrifi-
eing-his imperiling his life in uniting the inhabitants of Nerth America to te
scepter of the czar, for leying the foundation of the Greek Catholic Christian
religion amongst the aborigines and for epening institution beneficial to the
medher-ceuntry fatherland, madam shelihoff end her children are elevated to the
dignity of nobility,




