CHINESE HISTORICAL GOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Dear EDITOR:

ENCLOSED ARE FACT SHEET, STORY, MAP, AND.OTNER DATA
PERTAINING TO THE CENTENNIAL GOLDEN SPIKE CEREMONIES SCHEDULED
FOR SEPTEMBER 5; 1976 AT LANG STATION, |5 MILES NORTHEAST OF
NsunALL,’és? OF THE ANTELOPE VALLEY FREEWAY,

THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAS INVITED
THE CHINESE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND OTHER
SOCIETIES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CEREMONIES. THE CHlNESE.SOOlETﬂgén
PRESIDENT, STAN LAU, AND SECRETARY OF STATE, MARCH Fona Eu, wlLL
PRESENT A BRONZE PLAQUE TO BE INSTALLED AS A COMMEMORATION TO
THE 3,000 PLUS CHINESE LABORERS. THESE LABORERS MADE POSSIBLE
THE MEETING OF THE SOUTH AND NORTH WITH THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC
RAILROAD Eﬁo YEARS AGO. FIRECRACKERS, LOIN DANCERS, AND TWIN.
DRAGONS WiLL FOLLOW THE PRESENTAION., A RE~ACTMENT OF THE DRIVING
OF THE GOLOEN SP}KE IS ALSO SCHEDULED,

 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT HELEN YOUNG AT

(213) 283 4532 anp LeLano Sun (213) 624 3500




OHINESE HISTORICAL BOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

~ FACT SHEET -

GOLDEY SPIEKE CENTENNIAL - The Jolning of the Rails between Sen

DATE:s
TIMEs

PLACE:

PURPOSE:

Francisco and lom dngsles. The Re-
enactment of ths Driving of the Gold-
en Bpiks. .

Beptember 5, 1976 -{&ahor Day Weeksnd) . -

1300 po - general activities of historical exhibite,
Iion and Dragon Dances, Conusmorative sales.

4330 i - Golden Spike Centennial Ceremony.
Pogt Oerenony - 014 Time Pit Barbecus end Dance.

Leng Station, lang Californla, !5 miles northeast of
Hewhall, near Soledad Cenyon Road and Iang Station Road.
(see enclosed map)

Barly in 1874, over 3,000 Chinese lsborers were recrulted
to start a rallroad from Say Francisco southward, others
to start from Los Angeles northward --- progress was made
until the tumnel construction at San Fernando, a mest
formidable obatacle! Chinese laborers worked around the
clock in three, eight hour shifts at a dollar a day. Teo
hasten the task, the 7,000 feet, one a third miles of ‘
s0lid rock, tunnel was to be dug from both ends simultan-
eously,

- On March 22, 1875 ~-=- machinery, supplies, and equipment

arrived by ocean and land from Ban Prancisce and Oregon.
Tedious and cruds metheds of hammer and wedge chopped
away ths s0lid granite rock. So0lid rock after being broe
ken-up soon became dirt, with oil end water seepage.

Thin alr necessitated shafts to be tunneled from mountain

- tope to the maln tunnel areas enabling air ventilation

and also the lewering of men and equipment %o in-accessible
aress.

Cave~ine, boiler explosione, cable breakages, loss of
lives, oppressive heat and dampness slowed progress., In
October 1875 there were thoughts of absndonment of the
project due to the slow progress, Charles Crocker had
great faith in the Chinese workers, so & target date of
duly 1, 1876 wes set, Feverish excavation and digging
activities hummed throughout the sections of tunnel,
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Pinally on July 14, 1876 after ope and a halfl years of
continuous digging, success wag close at hendj but
would the two sections meet? As it turned out they did
and there was great rejoicing from deep inside the tun~
Bel. & mivacle had joined the northsrn and scuthe
ssctions of the Sen Fermando Tunnel. |

The ceremonies of this great event wes held Septembayr 5;
1876 et lang Station, some 15 miles from the S8an Farnando
Tunnel. The Mayors of San Prancisco ard los Angeles were
praesent to drive the Golden, last spike. Tracks for the
sntire railroad were laid by Chinese laborers, except fo?
the lagt 1,000 feet. The remaining footags was to be
laid by caucasian workmen. Thousands of words were &8po-
ken but net one word about the Chiunese laborers who worke
ed so diligently to meast the scheduled deasdlins., Instead
they wers completely ignorved snd shunted aside by the
insensitive citizens of Califoruia a hundred years ago.

On Beptembexr 5, 1976, labor Day Weekend, hundreds of
Chinese from Northern snd Southern Califorais will gather
at Tang Btation to couwmemorate the ceremonies held 100
years ago. The CHIFESE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERY
CALIFORNIA will join the Sante Claritg Valley Historical
Bociety, Californie Historical Scclety, B Clampus Vitus,

. Hietorlcal 8ociety of Bouthern Californie, Mint Canyon
Lions Club, Newhall-Ssugus Elks Lodge, Pacific Railway
Historical Soclety, Santa Claritp Vallsy Bicentennial
Committes and the Southern FPecific Company to conduct
the ceremoniss. '

ACTIVITIES: '

i. Presentation of a 12% X 18% bromze plague by the
Chinese Historleal Society of Scuthern California
with words in Englich reading:z

“On this (entennial we honor over three
. thousand Chinese who helped bulild the
Bouthern Pacific Rallroad and the San
Pernando Tunnel. Their labor gave Cale
ifornia the first Forth~-South Rallway,
changing the State’s history."” .
aad in Chinese characters commemorating the event.

B0alifornia's railroed connecting the

Horth and Southk, Accomplishments in

sweat and bloocd from Chine'e descendents.®

2.  Explodiag Fivecrackers will graat the twin 50£t.
Dragong and Lion Dancers in traditionasl Chinese
costune and custom.

3¢ A Historical summary to be giveﬁ by 8tan lau,
president of the Chinese Historlcal Society of
Southern California.
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Historical exhibits ofs antique cars, model engines,
Southern Pacific Centennial Ballroad Engine, and a
Photographic collection of railroad equipment and
artifacts of the time snd ares,

Souvenir Commemorative Program Books and alao
Bouvenlr 24k Gold Plated Commemorative Railroad
Bpikes will be for sale 4m limited quantities.

4n 014 Time Barbecue will be held at the Blke' Lodge
17766 Bierrs Highway, Canyon Country, & few miles
from leng Station after the ceremonies, by the Mint
Canyon Lioms Club. Tickets are 84 each and can bde

- purchased at the svent or from MINT CANYON LIONS

CLUB, P.0. Box 1128, Canyon Country, Calif. 91351

4 Dance will follow the Pit Barbecue at the Blke!
Lodge -== 17766 Blerrs Highwey, Canyon Country.



WHISTLE®ST0? GEHTEENZA@ seevessssosess by Chuck Yes and Hargie Lew

Bept. 5, 1876 -~ 2 hundred years ago -- & very significant svent took
place in Lang, Californis inm the Newhall arss. On that day, a golden
8pike was driveﬂ in placs %o ¢amplets the Southern Pacific Balilrecad,
linking California’e two forsmost citiss, Sap Francisco and Los Angelss.
This momentous evaﬁt was destined to bring grast sconowic prosperity

o th@ state. .

?he idea of such & tremea&&us updertaking had bagum A% a ﬁrsam in the
mind of Charles crcckara president of the gauth@rﬁ'yaeifie, some ‘time

in the midaiaéﬁ‘g, 2 ﬁima when the csuntry‘was bag&nﬁ ing to recover from
- the wounds of way, 2 ﬁivil war in which brother feught against brother,
father ageinst som, friemd sgainst friend. ¥hat better way to bind the
cauﬁtry together than with bands of steel and iron? Thus was born the
idss of bullding reilroads to 14ke the East with the West, the North
with the South, brimging the nation closeyr tﬁgath@re

After yeara af pl&nningg discussions, and E@Eitical wrangling, Cracker
decided in Gct@ 1874 o meet with all interested perties to work out

the details for completing the reilrosd. Fua) pians cslled for a raile
road to be buil% f?sm Sen Fraucisce going soutk to the ¥ojave dssert and,
at the same t&m&m one t@ be started in ILos fngeles going north to lang.
Then came the mast diffiocult question -~ how to comnect these two sections
of Eailwéye fhenaaiy feasible solution was to bulld a tunnsl north of
Sexn ?&raamﬂaﬁ golng through e mountain range out %o Soledad Cenyon, and
uphill to the Mojave desert. The tumnel would be 7,000 fest long, one snd
& third miles of solid rock, the greatest sipgle eﬁgimaeriag fent en~
countersd so far by the SBouthern Pacifie. ‘

4t this pbim:, there were mé.uy obetacles to be overcome before the pro-

jeet could geﬁ undervey. Machinery and materials, cables and wagons
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hed to be transported by ecaaﬁway from Ssn Franciscos cefay lumber was

to come from Oregon; aiao by ship. Huge engines were sent in sections
and &ssembled on lshd, but one of the greatest ﬁroblams wan -- 1abop,
‘Where amd how could thousands of laborers be recruited to dig 7,000 feet
of molid rock through s meuntein¥ And, 4f 1t were possible to obtaia
these workers, wowld they be able %0 withetsnd the rigszs of such am
ardéous underteking in addition to the unpredictable f@ré&g of Nature?
Charles Crockex had the answer -~ Chiness laborers! With his past e§~
perdence in hiring the Chinsse %o work om the Central Pacific Esilread,
built by laying %raekm across the mountainous éiewr& Revadas, GEQcKar
knew that these worksrs wére dependable, @ffici&ﬁtg gellmqualitiad, and
would cause littlag if any, problems. ' "

&4nd So the Herculean proﬁeet began., Bariy in %874 thousands of Chiness
laborers were rscruitaég some %o staxrt buildimg the railreoad from Ban
Francisco aouthward, athexa to siaxry: from Los Angeles snd heading north.
in the_mqgntimag the most formidable obstaele~iobmed ahsad,'the‘San Pore
nendo Tunnel.- & forcs ef Chinese worksrs arrived in the firet months of
1878 to an area that was bhot, dry, desoclate, and wountainous., Thelr work
was cut out for them. They were o work im thres 8-hour shifts, day and
night,ta% a dollar & day. %o shorten the tims reQuired to complete the
‘prajeeta.ths tunnel would be Gug Lrow both ends simultanecusiye .

On Marck 22, 1878, the excavation of the San Pernando Funnel was officlally
begun with a buge explosion of Hercules bYlasting powder, rocking the
mountein and surrounding area. ¥From the very begimning, therse seemed to
be one obstacle after another. Simce aiy Jeck-hammers had mot been in-
vented in the 1870%s, diggiog had %o be dome in a crude and ladborious
manmer -= & heavy wedgs being held by oﬁa men while another struék it with
a ponderous hammer, After a short peried of digging and chopping, it was
discovered that the mountain wes saturated with oil and water. This,

mixed with dirt end mucky clay, stuck to the shovels like putty, Deeper
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into the tunnel, the ady bacums thxnmarg makiing 1% necessery to dig air |
shafts from the @og 0f the mountaing Cave-ins, boiler azplosiana end the |
breaking of incline eablea %@@k g fearful toll @f iives. Ineids the tm@«
nel, water dzippaﬁ_canatant&y from the roof apd the sides, sdding to the
?hysical.di@coﬁfart ef the iab@rsf@s in tﬁe»summarfmoatbs, the oppressive
heat énﬁ aampnéaa nede working comnditions umbgaraé&@@ | _

Toward the end of Oct. 1675, the aigficuliies of tunnel digging wers
becoming an@zméuse_ &ft@r_a months of slow, back-breaking leboz, only
2,200 feet {lsss then 1/3 of the entire lém@%ﬁ}a w&a'awmglgta@; There
were plans 6 ahandea ﬁhﬁ %uam@lg 334 rath@r %ﬁ&a’farﬁait the bomnd:
designated by 2 eontraet aith ths feaaral govaymm@mt to builéd the reile |
road, the Southern ?acif&c decided Yo make a last great effori 4o c@mpl@t@
the tunnele Charies Crocker hed an undaunted faitﬂ that his Chinese crew
would stay with the job 46 tha emé~- and his faith wes not invein. The
target date was set for July 1, 1876, Inside the §u&aa1; work continued
at & fawer&é& yitah. Hight and Gay, the chugglng of stesm englue puaEps
could bs heavrd; echos of wnderground explosions {illed the aiv; a S§aa@y
stream'@f~wagoﬁa-;mllad tnto the tuwrnel with lumber, and rolled eut with
rook and 4irt; a heavy hess of dust hung comstamily over both ends of the
excavaiao&e The Qiggi&g continved -- fnch by endless iuch, the Tock was
Qhﬂpp@d from the bowels of the mnuntaima foot by endless foot, the tunnel
wae coming clessy ta reality. The weary daye turned into weeks, and pro-
greés seem&é'agoaigingly_aluwg but the long suffering Chinese laderers
plodded om -- and 03, -
During the long, drsary days and nights, many thoughts must beve passsd
through the minds of thess lonely mez, so far from home. Time and agein,
 they must kavevrsturnaég iﬁ poignant memory, to theiy village bhomes thou-
sands of miles eway, where warmth and love had been shared by family and
- friends; their hearts must heve ached longingly for some wifely comfort at

the end of each wearisome fays; those who were fathors must bave wished



desperately to be able te waich @ staiw&rﬁ son grovw to manhood, or o see
8 dainty 1ittle giri-child take her firet faltering steps. Yot all thess
normel human pleasures were denied to these Chimeds laborars, due to 8
number of eru@i-and-unjmﬂﬁ immigr&ticn laws passed by the US g@véfmm@ntg
and @imaé di@eatzy &t them. In spite of ihe hafasamea% and hardship, ihe
grueling work aga the ﬁru@garyg the Chiness kept aiggiag &aa chopplug inte
the tumnel. Ei@allyg on July 14, efter a yeer and 8 half ‘of contifbuous
axcav&%ingﬁsaécceas seensd close at hand. The question uppermost in @very-
ene's mind wass weulﬁ the two sections m@@t? Or would oae avargh@a% the
‘»other? As % h&pp@n&ﬂ, both seotione met am ta&gatg snd there weae gread
rejoiaing deep iusids the %@ﬁn@lo 4 mirscle had inﬂ&eﬁ joinsd the north-
ern and southern portions of the Scuthernm ?acifi@ raiiread.
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The eeremonies %o celebrate this great eveat were held om Bept. 5, ?896

et lesng Staticn, fifteen miles from the San Fernando Tunnel. Tracks fLow
the entire railread had already becn lzld by Chiness laborers, except for -
the last 1,000 £ae$,-whi@h had been setl aside for this ceccasion to bs laid
in place bg Qaucasian workmez., Thousands éf woirds wers epoken aﬁ~£h@ '
coremony, but mot ome werd of mention about the Chiness laborers whe had
-worked so éiligeﬁtly %o ecompliete the tunnai on schedule., Inetasad, they
'were completely igmoraéAaad éhuat@a'aa&ﬁa by the insensitive and indiffere-
ent eit&aeﬁé of Jaliferaia,

And that'a‘the wa& it was, & hundred years ago.. Howsver, om this Sept. 591
1976, theﬁa courageous men will mot be forgotien -- they will be honored |
in nemory with gratitude snd respect dy members and frisnds of the Chiness
Historicel Socisty of Southernm Californis. fhe Society will be dedicsting
a p;agﬁa at Leng Station o commemorate the contributions made by these
thousands of Chinese laborers who, though considared slighﬁ of build ani
small in stature, proved that ihey wers actually "ten foet tall" by virtus
of their endurance, patiencs, aouraga,'and indomitable spirit. 4nd it was

this seme spirit and perseverancs that contributed so greatly to the
| fulfillment of an “impossible dream®,





