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HISTORY OF THE RECREATION AND DELINQUENCY PREVENTION PROJECTS

IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY FROM JANUARY, 1933 TO DECEMBER, 1935,

Soagiiiiad by
ARTHUR H., MILLER

Pioneéring in the field of the social scienoes is a unique and precarious dis-
tinction, To the men and women of Los Angeles county, its elected and appointed of-
ficlals of government, its employees in several depariments and its civiec leaders,
belongs the distinction of being first in the United States to cope with the econo-
mic and social menace of the depression by mustering the most potent factor of the
depression itself, the training and experience of its hundreds of wmemployed white
collar citizens, into the service,.

Bapidly developing into a county-wide movement, it became a march of the con=-
structive and swiftly organized forces of recreation against the devastating inroads
of juvenile delinquencj. Three years of retrenchment in appropriations and budgetary
allotments to the established reereation and delinguency prevention departments had
resulted in curtailment of faeilities and personnel at a time of the greatest need.

Unemployment and forced idleness had thrown a tremendous burden on the organized
recreation systems of the county, out of all proportion to the funds at their dispo=-
sal with which to carry it, ZEven normal progress and growth to meet publie demands
were impossible, Voices were raised in protest and appeal but were met with fiseal
records of an appalling depletion in taxes. The desperate answer of controllers and
boards was, 'Cut! Necessities come first.' And so the situation was deadlocked; the
menace of delinquency incressed and public morale approached a condition of publie
hysteria.

The Los Angeles County Probation Department, in the front line of defense with
its kindred agencies, was making a desperate stand under the handicap of curtailed
budgets, It raised warning signals of a serious nature, From years of experience
in coping with delinquency problems, it pointed out that the situation was getting

out of hand., Its reports indicated that the home, which must bear the brunt of un-
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employment and forced idleness, was having a hard time of it and more often than not
its morale was not of sufficient resilience to withstand the pressure. In a growing
wave it was ceasing to exist as an harmonious and homogenious whole and was either
breaking down into a group of warring units or disolving completely, With the in-
fluence of the home weakened or gone, juvenile delinguency followed,

This waé the dire predicament in which Ios Angeles county found itself in Janu~
ary of 1933, Many minds were struggling with the problem and seeking the solution,

In the Probation Department, Coordinating Councils were formed to muster all commun=
ity organizations and agencies into a united effort to cope with the causes of juve=-
nile delinguency., Under this sponsorship as well as that of the County Employees
Agsociation, surveys and spot maps were hastily made to reveal the geographical areas
of delinquency, the basic causes, the extent and the increase, The Los Angeles County
Department of Recreation was throwing all of its resources into the effort exerted by
the Probation Department. The National Recreation Association was giving aid through
its western office and all of the organized recreation departments were cooperating,
No doubt many other public and private agencies were grappling with the situation,
but as their work was not directly a part of the beginning of the projeets, it is not
covered in this record.

During the first six months of 1933, a small group of workers carefully chosen
for their special qualifications, functioned in en experimental way in the field under
the Los Angeles County Probation and Recreation Departments, The plan of action ten=
tatively applied was that organized and directed playground activities for the youth
of the delinquency infested areas would draw the youthful offenders away from the
ranks of mischievous gangs and anti=social groups by furnishing them an outlet in
healthful and character-building play,

The experiment was closely watched and the results obtained through this recrea-
tional approach to the delinquency and malad justment problem were so immediately and
convineingly successful that the heads of the two county departments vitally concerned,
James K. Reid of the Recreation Department and Kenyon Scudder of the Probation Depart=

ment, made plans during the month of June, 1933, for the development of the work during
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the sumer as a relief work project on a county=-wide basis = the first appliecation
of the idea to be made anywhere in the United States, To carry out this idea re-
quired entire cooperation and united efforts of Federal and State governments and
several County departments.

The first steps toward a realization of this plan for a united attack on the
problem were taken at a conference held in June, 1933, in the office of John R.
Quinn, chairmen of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors. Among those present
besides Mr. Quinn were: Ray C. Brenion, State Emergency Relief Administrator; James
K. Reid; Kenyon Scudder; Judge Samuel R. Blake of the County Juvenile Court; A, C,
Price of the County Welfare Department and Kenneth S. Beam of the Coordinating Counecils.

At this conference a plan was agreed upon for the employment of workers in re-
creation and delinquency prevention work, to be paid a relief budget wage from
County-mateched funds of the Reconstruction Fineance Corporation, As a result, the
Juvenile Delinquency Prevention and Reereation Project No. 821, was inaugureted on
July 6, 1933,

The theory was that sducsted men and women could well be transferred from
menual labor to which they had been assigned to earn R, F. C. relief, to tasks
Which they were better qualified to perform., It was reasoned that it was senseless
to waste the talent of trained men and women in manual labor when they could be
enlisted in socially importent work for the seme R, F. C, wage. So it was decided
to send them into areas of the county where juvenile delinquency was prevalent, in
an effort to eliminate, by sociological methods, gangs of youthful law=-breakers.,

The Los Angeles County Recreation Department was unenimously selected as the
logical county ageney to organize, coordinate and operate the plan, Mr, James K,
Reid, head of the department, entrusted the active leadership to two men, Virgil
Dahl, already a member of his staff, and Major Arthur H. Miller, formerly Distriet
Representative on the staff of the Netional Recreation Association for New York,

Pennsylvenia and New Jersey, and organizer of county-wide recreation systems in

those states.
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Full speed ahead was the order of the day = and night., One week after the appro=-
val was given, the plan of organization and operation was set up covering the entire
county, All details of the assignment of workers, timekeeping and reporting, and the
control of the project were worked out. A%t the outset it was necessary to set up @
rotating schedule of assignments to each job because of the variation in the number of
monthly working hours allowed each worker by the County Welfare Department. The family
relief budget determined the number of work hours and hence the earnings. It was found
that a rotation of three workers was required to man sach job continuously on scheduled
working days.

Interviewing and selection of workers to fit the wide range of a year=round re-
creation program, to discover special qualifications and avocations and to ascertain
the background of education, training and experience, was a huge and painstaking taske.
To be of any real value, it had to be done thoroughly and well, for in a large measure,
the success of the work depended on its A special service record form was devised and
these were filled out by every worker. As the job progressed it was found that avo=
cations weighed heavily in selections and results., Freguently the avocational contri=
butions to the pregram proved of greater value than educational and training background;
They were spontaneous, and the spirit of the worker was a dynamie motivating force.

The final selection and placement of all workers was made by Major Miller. All of this
organization work was so expedited that by July 15, 1933, there were 300 workers actu=
ally working on the project. FEventually more than 1500 workers, many of them college
trained, were assigned to the project on a rotation basis which allowed a maximum of
500 workers a day on the job.

The permenent recreation departments fhroughout the county quickly absorbed all
of these workers and appealed for more, The rapid adjustments made by these depart=
ments to meet the emergency progresm was an oubtstanding ecredit to the resourcefulness
of their executives and the initiative and flexibility of their staffs, These were
the eity recreation depsrtments of Los Angeles, Long Beach, Pasadena, Santa Monica,
Glendale, Compton, Pomona and Alhambra, the Los Angeles City school system, the County

Department of Education and the County Reereation Department which stretched its
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slender budget to provide all of the headquarters facilities, telephones, supplies
and mimeographinge.

The staff of the Probation Department, under the active leasdership of Kenyon
Scudder, Karl Holton and Kenneth Beem, backed by the powerful Coordinating Couneils,
were driving in oy the problem from smother approach. Their efforts in the field were
directed toward home contacts in delinquency infested areas, reaching the pre-delin-
quents as well as the delinquents, counseling with parents,.suggesting remedial action
and bolstering home morale, This program absorbed several hundred workers who were
designated as delinquency prevention workers (D. P.) to distinguish them from the
playground workers (P. G.), since the requirements and approach of each group were
essentially different,

Importance was attached at the outset to keeping acecurate reports, records and
statistics on the progress of the work. This was fortunate as the entire nation became
interested in the experiment., Federal officials in Washington eagerly awaited the
weekly and monthly progress reports. The National Recreation Association was helpfully
alert and intensely interested, All subsequent nation-wide developments under sue~
ceeding State and Federal agencies were based on the organization methods and systems
conceived in the Los Angeles County work of 1933, The reporting, record keeping and
statiétical sactionsﬁéz under the supervision of C, E. Triggs, E. D. Golden, Charles
Brander end M. T. Felso,

The necessity for a training program was also considered of major importance at
the beginning, Practically ali of the workers were totally devoid of actusl training
and experience in, or knowledge of, a well rounded recreation program for all ages,
There was interest, enthusiasm and innate ability., These were potent elements to work
with but they needed guidance, instruction and development from the ground up, So a
system of weekly recreation training institutes covering the entire county was organ=
ized and conducted by Marion E. Miller, a recreation executive of ten years' experience
who had specialized in institutes and activities organization in Penﬁsylvania. She
carried on ten weekly sessions at centrally located schools, with an average enroll-
ment of 800 workers, continuing this work until March, 1934, when she was appointed

by Mr. Reid as administrator of the project. A menual of year=round recreation ac-




tivities for all age groups was developed for the guidance of the workers and made
extensive use of in the building of the program.

All of these activities were immediately reflected in & county=wide decrease in
juvenile delinquency that was nothing short of astounding. Boys who had grown awaj
Prom home influences were soon convineed that organized play was just as exeiting as
running wild in mischief-making gangs, Even fathers, forced into complete or partial
idleness by the depression, and mothers, burdened by more than their share of cares,
found recreation available for their participation that resulted in better health and
a more cheerful mental outlooke.

The net result of the first month (July) of the project's operation was a reduc-
tion of 13% in juvenile delinquency cases over July of the previous year, while the play-
ground attendance increased 38,2%. When the project was inaugurated there were 268
supervised playgrounds in Ios Angeles County available for use, but of these only 64
were in condition to operate at capacity, most of them being in large population arease
The directors of the project moved forthwith to amend this condition. Within a few
weeks not only were the 268 County playgrounds being operated at capacity, but also
85 new playgrounds had been opened,-=-an increase of 31l,7%, This increase represented
an outstanding benefit to the County in itself but it assumed an even greater importance
when considered from the viewpoint that these new playgrounds were operating in 37 of
the smaller communities which theretofore did not have supervised play centers of any
description,

As the beneficial work of the project continued during the summer, the universal
approbation of its achievements, not only among the higher official circles of the County
but also among the citizenry the county over, was maenifested in a great queantity of re=-
quests and appeels that its continuity be unbroken by the approaching fall school term
and the work be carried on into the school year.

A meeting of reereation executives from every sectiop of the county, together with

Uag e Qerae [Bnadliis
representatives of many county depariments aﬁqqihe Wést;rn Representative of the National
Recreation Association, was held during the first week of September., The reports of the

activities exceeded the fondest hopes of those who had been so closely associated with
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the development of the project since its inception. The work was highly praised and
the unanimous opinion of the meeting was that the pro ject should continue on a year=
round basise.

Plans were then made to effect a speedy transition from the intensive summer pro=
gram of recreation activities to the more highly organized winter schedule, With the
opening of the fall school session these plans were put into operation, using, as in
the summer work, the R. F, C, workers through the coordinating and cooperating ageney
of the Los Angeles County Depsrtment of Recreation,

Although this plan did not contemplate any expansion of the program, it did pro=-
vide for a continuous driving effort to put into complete use all existing recreational
facilities in Los Angeles county, particularly the meny fine school properties with
their outdoor play areas, gymmesiums, auditoriums end vocational equipment. The form=
ulated plan was a broad one, not only covering the ensuing school year but also looking
forward to & comprehensive program for the summer vacation period of 1934,

The transition from the summer sctivities to the winter program was no small job
in itself, The changes were necessarily drastio, in thet dey~-time activities had to
be remodelled to fit the available periods remaining from actusl school work, or after
school hours, end Saturdays and Sundays. It also included the development of recrea=
tional activities for adults during evening hours, Despite these problems, the trans-
ition was mede during September without lessening the efficiency or momentum of the
project in any particular.

An unusual amount of work was necessary in the smaller communitiss in whieh had
been esteblished the 37 new recreation centers due to the faet that in addition to the
training institutes and the promotion of the program itself, carried forward by Marion
Miller, official sponsorship had to be secured and trained by her in the work,

As the R. F. C. program o: relief employment drew to @& close during November, it
was apparent that this project was one of the conspic;ous successes of the year. That
its work should terminate with the R. F. C, was unthinkable and hence, with the advent
of the Civil Works Administration (C. W. 4.) into the national unemployment situation,

the delinguency project was one of the first to be transferred to the new regime, The
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Re F, Cs ceased to function as far as relief employment was concerned on November 24,
1978, and three days later, November 27, the project was operating, without interrup-
tion, under the C, W, A, The designetion was changed from R, F, C. #821 to C. W. As
#8288, The operation of the project continued under the entire Jurisdiction of James
K. Reid and the staff of the County Recreation Departments.

The change brought the opportunity of inereased service and activity for it was
now possible to replace the rotation method by the continuous employment of workers.
The personnel quota having been raised to approximately 1000 persona, additional workers
were selected and the entire staff continmued under intensive training in methods of
organizing and conducting recreational and delinguency prevention activities,

The increased quota of workers came as a tangible recognition of the achievements
of the project, Under the C, W. A, the workers were not only employed on a full time
basis of 30 hours per week, but also their pay was raised from 40¢ to 50¢ per hour,

These advances occasioned a fresh impetus to the work throughout the county. Many
of the smaller communities which had been holding back from & complete participation
in the program due to the former lack of continuity in the serviees of the workers, now
embraced the program whole~heartedly, Recreation appropriations were made in communi-
ties which hitherto had made none., Departments were established and workers employed,
There was recognition of recreation as a funetion of loeal government, As & result the
work surged ahead under the sponsorship of the C. W. A. to new heights of accomplish=
ments during the months of December, 1933, and January, February and March of 1934,

With the closing of the C. W. A. program the latter part of Mareh, universal re-
gret was volced from official and private sources that this splendid work would be term-
inateds They did not reckon, however, with & situation unique in social servies annals,
for such was the momentum of the work that in meny communities the work was carried on
by enthusiastic workers without expectation of finanecial reward, Parents and children
who hed been given the privilege of recreational activities seemed to sense its price-
less advantages and large numbers continued to partieipate. Sponsors, who had caught

the vision of the service, also did everything in their power to keep the work goings
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At the ineception of the project the question of physical facilities was an
immediate and pressing one, especiully in the large unincorporated areas where mushroom
growth was many jumps shead of playground planning and developmente The Belvedere distriect
for example, had sprung up within a comparstively few years to a population of 75,000
in 5% square miles with a meximum population density of 16,120 per square mile, the
highest lexicen population of any area of its size in Californie as well as one of the
highest juvenile delinguency rates ;n the county. There was the Hollenbeck Heights area
with a population of 97,000 in 7} square miles, & maximum population density of 19,150
per square mile and the highest delinquency rate in the county, running up to as high
as 72 per 1,000 of juvenile populabtion. It was imperative thet recresation areas and
leadership be found immediately. Many of the more remote areas and communities which had
never had organized playgrounds and wepe not particularly interested constidmted another
another problem. Community leaders had to be found and convinced of the importence 6%
organized recreation under treined leadershipe At first opposition had to be overcome in
certain quarters. An approsch had to be found to provineialism, somstimes in the appeal
of one single actlvity in the hope of leading to a broader progrem. This work was en=
trusted to Marion Miller with her experienge in program planning end activities organiza=-
tione Frequently the more spectaculer events were resorted to such as doll shows, pet
shows and the children's Flesta in order to arouse community interest. Invarlably they
were successfule.

Generally in the large incorporated ocities the problem was partially solved due to
the fact that there were already in existence 268 supervised playgrounds. %:::e it was
that only 68 of this number were being used to capeecity because of curteilment of personnels
These playgrounds were ebout equally distributed between school grounds and reorsation
departmentreenterse. If the projeet had not had the advantege of having these playgrounds
availeble it is obvious that it could not hava.been so quickly successful.

As it was, the majority were loocated in the urban centers which left the sparsely
settled areas where delinquéncy is often a serious problem with playgroundse This was
remedied with the establishment of 85 new pleygrounds in 37 communities. Where the school
grounds were not adequate flue to their location or lack of sufficlent space, private

owners of unused and suitable lots and tracts were appealed to to donate the use of thiler
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land. Without exception it was found that land owners wers willing to do this.

The method of securing land was also applied to thekyaoblem of equipment and im-
provementse Playgrounds already established were more or less completely equipped. In
the event that school or other funds were not available for the purchase of equipment, the
situation was met by appealing to orgenizations, individuals end business men. The re-
sponse was both heartening and generouse No really necessary piece of equipment was left
unprovided fore Seemingly impossible problems of obtaining equipment were solved by appeal-
ing to ecivie and patriotic orgenizations for aide In one instance a swimming pool was built
entirely without cost, labor, material and equipment being donated. Sponsorship of each
unit of the expanding system by civic organizations or leaders generaelly went with their
interest and enthusiaém in the works

Telephcne and eleetric light companies donated poles and mail order houses supplied
the chiclien wire for back-stopss hardware and sporting=-goods stores supplied athletie
equipment; lumber companies gave lumber and cement; contractors loaned the use of machinery
for gradingjoil companies donated oil and gascline and hundreds of citizens geve freely of
their laebore. Such was the outpouring of sympathetic assistance in recognition of the worth
of the work and the sinscerity of the workerse

In addition to the recreational mreas, school grounds were thrown open end equipment,
gyﬁnasia. stages and swimming pools were obtained from school boardse. In many instances
school rooms and auditoriums were thrown open for the evening activities of both children
end adultse Almost without exception it was found that school boards wre glad to cooperate
with the movement in this way.

It is of historie interest to record here before passing on to the next phase of
recreation project under the State Emergency Relief Admihistretion program, that several
other projeets which later leaped into national significence and secope were conceived,
planned, organized and put into operation by the County Reereation Department under
Jemes K.Reid's directorship and under the sctive leadership of Mr. Dahl and Major Miller
during the last six months of 1933.

Among these were the Musicians Project which quiekly absorbed 400 unemployed

professional musiciens; the Drame Project, forerunner of the Federal Theater Project,




for unemployed actors and actresses; the clerical and teaching projects for the Los
Angeles County Department of Education whicﬁ absorbed about 500 teachers and clerks,
and the Crossing Guard Project which absorbed some 800 men, The pioneer sccomplish=
ments of each one of these projects would make an interesting story in itself. Suffice
it to state here that in the planning and organization work done in the establishment
of these projects was laid the foundation for all of the suceessive set=ups of profes-
sional, technical, women's work and community service projects in the State of Cali-
fornia and in the entire nation under various Emergency Relief Administration titles,
“under the Works Progress Administration and under the Work Pro je@ts Administration,
All were built on these first experiments and the methods used were so sound that they
were universally adopted with little or no basic modifications,

Following through with our history of the Recreation and Delingquency Prevention
Pro jeet in Los Angeles County we now come to the closing of the C. W. Ao in February
and Maroh, 1934, and the inauguration of the State Fmergency Relief Administration
which opened for business on May 1, 1934,

To brush past this transition without a brief comment would be to deprive it of
its significance in the trend of events and particularly in relation to the recreation
pro ject and those who organized it, The R, F, C, was a fund=-matching arrangement be-
tween the Federal government and political subdivisions. The C. W. A, was a stralght
Federal pump-priming plan to curb the depression and put money into circulation. The
Se Eo« Re A, Was a fund-mstching arrangemeﬁt between Federal and State governments with
a return to the relief budget wage,

The first word received in Los Angeles County of the folding up of the C. W, 4,
and the establishment of its sueccessor, the S, E. R. As.y came from Ray C. Branion, State
Administrator, who commissioned Messers, Dahl and Miller in February, 1934, to plen and
orgenize the S, E, R. A. and be ready to take over the work progzram and case load (About
60,000) of the C. We. A at the earliest possible moment, The job was to be done com=
pletely and thoroughly and without any fanfare of trumpets or publieity, using the tried
and proven staff of the recreation project in places of supervisory responsibility, Then

followed several months of intense activity.
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Working day and night, personnel was selected and trained in new procedures, a
central headquarters at 741 South Flower Street and 23 distriet placement offices
throughout the county were leased, remodeled and equipped, end a multitude of other
things accomplished = all new, untried and,sxperimental., But all of that is another
story = many stories,

With the loyal and hearty cooperation of the capable staff of the recreation pro=-
Ject, the new S. E, R. A. opened all of its doors throughout the county on May 1, 1934,
Ma jor Arthur H. Miller was appolnted Chief of the Placement and Administrative quaonnel
Division, and Mre. Dahl was appointed Chief of the Professional, Technical and Women's
Work Division, TFrank Y. McLaughlin was named Director of S. E, R. A. for los Angeles
Couitye In July Mr. Dahl wae appointed Director of S. E. R. 4, for Riverside County end
Ma jor Millar became Chief of the Professional, Technical and Women's Work Division, re-
maining in that eapacity until April, i935, when he became Southern Area Director.

With the advent of the S. E. R. A., the Recreation end Delinguency Prevention Pro=
Jeet No, 8288, with more than 1000 on its rolls, became Projects No, 1=E4=10 and No.
1-B4~15, with numerous subsidiery projects, and in March, 1934, Superintendent James K,
Reid appointed Merion E, Miller Project Administrator., She rebuilt the staff, appointing
new supervisors to the vacancies left by those who went to S, E., R. As The relief budget
wage system was again installed; the training institutes were continued and strengthened.
Under the new regime, the program continued its worthy service to the entire county,
sponsored and fostered by the Los Angeles County Recreation Department, and receiving
constant help from its old friends in the S E. R. As All of the accunulated experience
of a year of operation was brought to bear in the service extended to the outlying cities
and cormunities throughout Los Angeles County,

In Septeﬁbar, 1934, Merion Miller was succeeded as Project Administrator by laura
Chase who was succeeded in fturn by Gladys Meredith, both having been field superviszors
in the program during its development. Miss Mbraﬁith has conducted the affairs of the
project with distinetion and successfully accomplished its transition from the S, E. R. A.
program to the W. P. A, program in December, 1935, The chief chanmge in this trensition
was the sadoption of the security wage for workers, certification being required form the

State Relief Adminigtration for assigoment.
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Throughout its operation, the philosophy of the project was based upon the idea that
if youthful hands and minds are kept busy in organized recreational activities, they will
not be forced by idlenese into mischief-making geangs that frequently run afoul the law
and inevitably lead them toward criminsl careers. On this foundation was the structure
reared as a service to the people., From the finencial standpoint the logie employed was
that it is far cheaper to prevent the crestion of a criminal by removing the cause than
to punish the offender against our social codes after the offense has been committed.

The smazing thing about the project ks that the narration of its progress bristles
with an array of achievments, both from the standpoint of the induection of people into
1ts activities and its prevention of delinquency., One could not reasonably expect such a
pioneer movement to succeed from the outset, as did this project., Yet the evidence is
conclusive. The records are so voluminous with accomplishments that we can but wonder at
their scope and finality,

During the latter part of August, 1933, the average weekly attendance at playgrounds
served by the project in Los Angeles County vaulted to a total of over 1,750,000 persons,
The average weekly number of participants in playground activities for the seme period
rose from slightly less thamn 50,000 for the first part of July to close to 600,000 by the
gnd of Auguste. As the perscnnel of the project was enlarged, and as the werkers became
ﬁore efficient in their labor during the following months, the weekly average of partici-
vants increased rapidly wntil in February, 1934, it attalned the staggering peak of
2,574,000,

In Russian Town, a tough section of los Angeles where delinqueney had always bean.
troublesome, there was a total of 45 cases reported for March, 1933, When the projeet
went into this field the doubtful ones wagged their heads dolefully. Here wag a spot that
would defy corrective measures; yet the workers applied themselves so assiduously that the
number of delinguency cases began at once to drop until in Merch, 1934, they had been re=
duced to 9 cases, a decrease of 80% over the same month of the previous year,

South Gate is a small town in the industrial distriet lying south of Los Angeles, It

had meager recreational facilities for its youngsters and, as a result, the delinquency

problem was prevalent, Project workers changed all this, They were influentisl in securing
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better playground facilities and succeeded in getting the boys into the work, with the
result, according to police records, of an 85% drop in delinquency cases.

When project workers opened their campaibn in Miles Park, a mmicipal recreation
center of Huntington Park, in July, 1933, the average dally attendance was around 35
small children, By the first week of September of the same year their activities re-
sulted in an increased daily attendance averaging 600 boys and girls of all ages, not
to mention the faet that approximately 250 men were cavorting daily in baseball, horse-
shoes, chess and other activities,

Aside from this statistical array, there is a higher and a mbre tangible record of
accomplishment, It concerns itself with the ralsing of community emd family morale, a
strengthening of femily tiss through mutuel interests and sctivities, and a brighter and
more hopeful outlook upon life, All of these problems related definitely to amn smargenéy
of near crisis proportions, So well was the work dome that the real crisis was swiftly
passeds Then followed the phase of reconstruction requiring a continuing though diminishe
ing service., To continue the program, essentially an emergency one, beyond this phase
as a funetion and responsibility of Federal government, even as an unemployment relief
expedient, has raised the question 1n-many places as to the proper time for returning the
responsibility to the local governmental agencies and political subdivisions where it
normally rests. Beyond its fulfilling the purpose for which it waes created, it has been
peinted out that the undue prolongation as a Federal administration resposibility of even
so splendid a service as this has proven to be, will lead to failure on the part of local
government to conduet one of it most important and-valnable functions - one of which it

should be particularly jealous = organized recreation,
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Professional, Technical and Women's Work Division, SeBeRofs

July 1934




CHART OF ORGANIZATION AND FUNCT!IONS
DEL INQUENCY PREVENTION & RECREATION PROJECT % B2 — |
L.A.COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION— CAMPS & PLAYGROUNDS

240 SOUTH BROADWAY

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
JOHN R. QUINN ——CHA | RMAN

_

ADV1SORY COMMITTEE JUDGE SAMUEL R, BLAKE — CHA 1 RMAN
PROBAT |ON CO—ORDINAT— | COUNTY RECREH  GOUNTY _ COUNTY JUVENILE I LA cITY LoALCITY SHERIFF'S
DEPT ING COUNCILS | ATION DEPT WELFARE Re Fs C. | scHooLs mmmmqmmm.m SCHOOLS PLAYGROUNDS OFFICE
K. SCUDDER | K.S. BEAM J.K. REID A.G. PRICE | A;C.BRANION : A. GLIFTON DR. NEWMEYER | C.L.GLENN RAY HOYT E.".BISCAILUZ
JAMES K. REID.
* & Superintendent
i
VIRGIL | ARTHUR
i DAHL | MILLER |
| i [ i | | 1
CHIEF ! L+A.COUNTY RECREATION EXEC. +A.COUNTY UNINCORPORATED & | [FOUR INTERVIEWERS W1TH
{TIMEKEEPER OF ORGANIZED DEPTS WiTH MALLER COMMUNITIES WITH DE- FUNCT1ON OF INTERV|EWING STATISTICAL OFF1CE
A FUNCT ION OF SELECTION. 1GNATED RECREATION HEAD (PD. AND RECOMMENDAT ION FOR
T IMEKEEPERS —ALSO ASSIGNMENT AND R VOLUNTEERED JWITH FUNCT ION ASSIGNMENT
FUNCT)ONs IN_FIELD PROGRAMI I NG % WORKERS CT 10 : :
RECREAT 10N PROMO, LONG_BEACH 125 : N : i ' _
1. TIMEKEEPER._ PashpEns . ROCRAM PLANNING | FINAL ANALYSIS & ASS|GNMENT “ [ _ [ [
<) INGLEWOID o i an.... . OF WORKERS BY MR.MILLER TO PERsON| [CONTROL mmwﬁjw marts|lrve = | [ste - MIMEO
GLENDALE 20 BELVEDERE THE FOLLOYING WITH FUNCT10N NEL W_,mﬁ_um._m. .nx M i BRAPHS! |18Ts -
SANTA_MON]CA 20 ALHAMBRA—SAN. GABRLE OF PLACING & PROGRAMMING. : LLACL . A
ARGADJA | _ _
ATHENS ON THE HILL| : PRAFTS| jOPER— | | opER— OPER—
| BURBANK T T T R . CLK cLK cLK MAN [ [aTOR | |aToR ATOR
.—u’bv—wmgozl_u = ” “CIT < ........ *. e £ 3 e - 4- 7 T 04
- OLPT.ON. CLEARWATER _mcmowﬂzamngmwwz ,
wl.l!.l.l 5__~t—|0.2m200_..n O A ./U‘ B e b T e N (o0 s I LSS T N FE R e N e ov e | S RS ! (R
WORKERS COVINA ROBAT ION. DEPT .. " n 1" " " "
FERNANDO 10 EXCELSIOR H. 8. f NN [ O S OO 8 B
TOBRRANCE 4 GARDENA " " " " "
»»»M.MOCH-W—.NBMH. wu il —!mﬂzn@mu‘mw. ...................... D (e e
SLLLMAR 4 GLENDORA....oo, i 3 i I
WHITTIER e MONROV.IA X 727 WORKERS REQUIRED ON PRESENT _ ;
LBALDVIIN PARK e e T BALMDALE. JOB ASSIGNMENT BASIS.
_EL_HONTE 4 __POMONA (DOES NOT INCLUDE REPLACEMENTS)
AZUSA S
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ORGANIZATION CHART
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STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

July 10, 1933 = Merch 10, 1934




Coeedte Following will be found a compilation
of purely statistical data and information on the project for
the two-month period of its operation during the Summer months
prior to the opening of the schools,

Naturally these statistical faots cannot inoclude human
interest information which was exerpted every week from thousands
of reports of our workers, timskeepers and loeal executives,
These, in themselves, vouid comprise a volume of inestimable
value to anyone intersested in this fleld of endsavor, The
are on file, for reference, together with all recorde of this
projeot, in the office of the 08 Angeles Oounty Department
of Recreation, Oampe and Playgrounds.

STATISTICAL
LT LUTH T

DATA & IHFORMATIOEQPRDJKGT #821
=13 DL AGLH, 4 10

TR

datcdtiak L o

1. Number playgrounds where R.F,0., workers employed,
under organizaed reoreation systems 268
New aress opensd, 86
Total, 353
2. Total attendance on these playgrounds)
a) Total attendance, 1933 - 6,261,373
b) Total Attendance, 1932 - 4,528,763
o rease over , 1833 -~ 1,731,510
d) % Ineresse Over @ 1932 — = 38,2
de New playgrounde opened in smaller communities
throughout county this Summer by efforte
of Oounty Reoreation Department with help
of _R.P-O. 'Orkﬂr.' 85
4. Number playgrounds where ocapacity operation

was made possible by R.FP.C. workexs 204
B. Number playgrounds served by County Rnoreu&ian
Dept. alone whioh are located in commun-
ities unserved by organized recreation
systems 123
The ¢hild po tion of this area 1s 150,000

Approximate population in county areas not being
garved by the or%mnisud reareation sycteme
of Los Angeles Oity, lLong Beach or Pasa. -
dena., 1,000,000
8. Number of separate communities served: £l

& Fumber of communitiee where, through use
of R.,F.0, workers, playgrounds were
open2d for first time, 35

i




8.

10.

11.

12.
13,
14,

15.

186,

17.

18.

19,

20,

Total participation in motivities under full

direotion of R. ¥. 0. workers 1,048,801
Number playground activities conducted by
R.F.0, workers, _ 2,088

Total R.F.0. workers assignments(rotating baais; 2,454
Total R.F.0, workers expirations(rotating baels 1,913

Average number of workers per day for season

based on five working days per week 537
Average budget days per worker per month for season 8
Average monthly labor turn-over, percent 300

Approximate number of spectators at games,
sports and other activities where
R.F.0. workers were assigned, 880,461

Oontacts by "Dp* wo:kersi

a) Group contace 1,828
b indivigzgi doligqunnt
Pre=— nguen _
sontacts 15,107
(e) Individual pre-del-
inquancy cases in-

vestigated 2,604 |
21; Home visits 9,883
@) Total contache 239,402

Number of individual workers employed
on Project #821 ( no duplication

of workers) 1,543
Total payroll R.F.0. Project #821 for

July 10th to Sept. 10th, inclusive $75,542.
Cost per unit of attendance from

R.F.0, Funds ,0138
Cost of supplies for Projeect to L, A,

County Department of Recoreation $225

Uost per unit of sttendance %o L& A,

Oounty Recreation Departmen 00003




m&»aﬂimum». ﬁuwueemuzwmrmm

#6821 was increased to 1,000 which was recognized as o tridute to the esteem
in which $hils work is held. Yorkers were not only employsd on = permanent
basis but their hourly pay was inereased from 404 to a minimun of 504, The

uofmm:mmmummsmmmnm.
chsnged from #8321 to /6288,

_ nammumm“ummm, & new impetus was given to
the programs throughout the Cownty. One of the main diffigultiss, parti-
coularly 4n the smeller communities, wes the lack of conbimuity of service
mummrMauﬂefmm*

Bncourazed by this new opportumity, & number ef commmities which had
been holding back, came forward with requests for workers and within two
weeke after the change some very fine progr were vnder way. On the
elosing date of this report (December 9th) there are 856 workers emploged
on Project F821, all of them working 30 hours per week. They have all been
sarefully chosen for special gualifiestions and abilities with consideration
of educational back ground, experience, and training.

of workers emploved daily in all departments...., 483
ag ”M h@%iﬂ!pﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂwmﬁu VAT RSN SR AE R
3. Average monthly 1abor PUIDOVOr...cscssssssenrsesss - nuaraneanassss 3009

m« n‘ mﬁo sommunitiens sorvedi..overivaninens ssnennees
aiWM”#mm mam m;rt 'SEi i TEEEEITT orlooogm
. Total number of Miﬂmﬁ in setivities supervised by these

WM .................. o EE N ...-.,....;---»-.-:a;a-il‘,z&,gf
4., Number of rmutien arm senreél b thia PROJOBR s s nnsenens SIB
B« Total attendence on the 318 areas being served ss showm by reporis

tfm h!‘ m‘ Fm@&cua-.i-g-a.r- ------- .u..n.n.n.nuﬂfﬁ‘?&m
_8‘. Average 'N’kly“mqrootbqu..aao--iwttQ.-luuttenooieiboton m,m
7« Total number of SPOOtOBOPR . ccoensrusnssivnransvestsas s T H S ?ﬁ,m

R E S S R RN B

-

§ e




EO m e: #@m mm%‘dvty:‘ltnq:‘quuouliicwtqat m
3. Jumber of d!}.ihm cRpes mﬂﬂiﬂtﬁ.u. vavses L9
4. Individuml and home contacts for purpese of
hthw mtzaﬁi'tﬂttgﬁii!p.'bﬁit!bi*ut n,‘ﬁ
Be  New mmtiun activities organized by these i
oih'ioiiti#!0#90bQntvioionvn;t&!iaan-t-n;n;n
% » 22 workera were emgaged solely in delinguemsy prevention work.
tion, there were mpproximately 170 playzround workers making m
tine #ﬁhm pmuaa econtacts in connection with recreation

.mf“ l':‘ﬁJ ‘f 'P#QDQI ﬂnﬁlﬂ"é on a'ﬁ sth.uc#u»qitadoa Eﬁs
2. Average mmiber of workers employed dally........e.s 720
3. Hudber of hours per worker per WooKessss.cessrcssss S0

(8 days of work; B hours per dayl '
4. Rate of pay for all workers... 50¢ per hour.

1, Humber of sepavate commmities served...vessoscasesr BI
2. mego numb cr of workers employed ABAly.e..ecsesse 736
¥. Total mumber of participants in setivities
' supervised by these Workers....cessssnscsonessse 280,135
4. FRumber of reereation areas servedi.sescsccsssssvens 388
B, Total attendance on these aress as showa by reports
!f"&!‘ﬂ?ﬂ fbr ih&‘ 9"*“’.“'&"'&0&*‘#03bt“o 3’9433*
_"j mm Wy &t‘malnkringo;ij.-ge»..q;naoms'm
7. mmmtﬂfmﬂaﬂmﬁn.”u.nu.u-u-..... V8,348

ed 1naguens ' '?']L:i-'i .__;i foie

f‘ JVHQHQQ lﬂﬁ%e? of *ﬁ!‘ﬂ?ﬂ anployed ﬁﬂi},».-..-..-.-. 58

ﬁt ﬂ“ﬁk‘r Qf @!ﬁ“;’ Qﬁﬂﬁlﬂiﬂﬂp---....s.‘...‘---n.a-.n: ?ﬁ

3. Iumber of delinqueney cases investigat edevicsivans g

4. Individusl and home contacts for purpose of delinguency
ﬁrmmii R e T s ] m

6. Tew recreation aetivitles organized by these

Wﬁasmﬁcossinuu-'uo-pom’qpo&cnmcntqagt Taserne ﬁ

j :
RECAPITULATION POR FNTIRE FERIOD? SEPTHMOER 9¢h 70 DECWMER 10th, 1933,

bl number of porticipants in sctivities supervised
‘rmmnc-. seES ISV BENENEEER RN ¥ A .n...nl,m-ﬁ’m
2. Total attenmdance on all areas as shown by reports .
af M" m’..-tioc&tin'ngnbtauolnluuttitil...."“s'aw
3. Averace woekly obbendane®ecverisssosnsvnasssvasess 230,&?3
4. g@tﬁi ot = of lp‘ﬂtﬂtgr'--o---;-ucysa-nl&diinsa.i 315’24?

A




Deling ::-,,i"v'i.- “ravention

T reventiol

il oP W oontachtlcassarssrssnrarinsrnsanansesen m

2. Hamber ﬂf w enEes an#-cit*#tlliltll 167
N (THEnay

%, Individusl and heme contacts for purpose of delingw
‘ mﬁ%pntn-U!&!U!*ll'ilnailcdibutoin‘xi..):'-ﬂiltz'm
4. Hew vecreation activities organiszed by these worksrs 172

On the date of December 2lst there wore 946 workers employed on
at, serving 53 eemmunitles snd working at 226 schools and

this proje
102 other publie resreation centers or & total of 728 vecreatien
areas, serving a population of 2,500,000 perscns throughout lLos fAngeles

County.




COMPOSITE STUDY
OF
STATISTICLL ANALYSES COVERING
DELINQUENCY PREVENMNTION AND RECREATION
July 10, 1933 -~ March 10, 1934

RFC & CWS

WORKER DATA

1.
2
Se

v

Total number of workers on all ProjodtSescsssessesncsssans
Tﬂ‘b&l nlmbEI‘ Of‘ days WOrkedtiltocno-lllncoo.ntc-lcaoqulool
Totul fmumber of hours Workedsaeseasses eveivess oo o eesree

PLAYGROUND WORK

1
2o
Se

4e

B

Be

7e
Ba
e

Number of scpoarote communities Servedesescepeevesasensenns
Avernpge number of workers employed dailyeseessssssensnsane
Totel perticipetion in all activities

35‘

2,581
101,329
587,541

61
41143

(Mumber of times all children or cdults participatedes..s 8,593,599

Averope weekly porticipation.esssanss seanonnssvasss nesein

Number of reorcoabicn aress boinz ServVedecevessse drnsvessss

Totel attendsnce nt nll centers as shown by

workers!' weokly reportSesccscessecssassesBOys 4,598,433
Girls 3,204,673
Adults 2,041,823

238,711,9
326

TOTALII....'.OI9’847'929

AVGI‘.“,;—;B Weekly I L 2 o S e ot o

273,56343

Total number Of Sbectnt(]rsllll‘.".....‘!I.il'.'l.Il0.¢....5'4'11’837

Averege weekly number of spectatorBes-ssccvssscasnssessnsa

DELING UENCY PREVENTION

le
2
3.
4
5'

64
Ta

omber o CoWns SePVedavesvntssvanin it oot v sesiiasssvassases
Averrpe number of workers employed datlyresensasvasvopanyee
Number of pPoups Contachedsdvecesnses s wasewns s sy sy eses
Number of delingueney enges investigotedeseassaesamssessss
Individurl ond home¢ eontrets for nurpose of

delinquency preventioNesssssvneassssnsienniasssssasnsses
New Reerestion Activities orgrenized by these workers......
Hunber o INaw Fagllitl o8 s v ey e oo s sisln 5o e o e vne s s g

On mMareh 10, 1924, 61 communities were beine served by 328
Reereation Centers in Los Anpeles County with a nopulation
of aporoximetely 2,500,000,

94,773.3

12
30,3

5,813

31,474

26,425
645
78




PLAYGROUND ACTIVITY

JULY 10, 1933 — MARCH 10, 1934,
Oom-mo = ﬂ-W-Q- e ﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂ-)a o~ 0.5-}-
JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER _ JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH
2,000,000 ___ | | | PEAK LOAD . [,
- _ _ 2,574,000 . |\
— A\ _ ﬁ.
1 le.UO- 000 — 71 £ ‘Inl.llh‘..lull. 1.I|.|ll-.“|.li )
= 71\ | P i
= 7 _ , A 5
il 7 / ! \\ % ) file}8
s / \ : P & © ONLY
1,500,000 / \ Py .
- / . ;o :
i PP B | il .
z AU I e 7 .
1,250,000 _ // m llﬁ\ ;
- | \ ! " X
. T “ , 7
— s } .
1,000,000 ; fo / ;
S _w. / .\. .
- f / g
- / M / o
750,000 / k / o
Gt V
500,000 R . e : _ .
s g 2 f a 1/3
_ ! _ i Mo,
_ m MR SN R R ONLY
250,000 m S TE—
“Ar I B R R .
- 1 |
50,000 | - ! i

WEEKLY AVERAGE NUMBER OF WORKERS
(USING 6 HOUR DAY AND 4 DAY WEEK)

616.95

SOURCE OF DATA — WORKERS' WEEKLY REPORTS
AT TENDANCE

PART ICIPANTS

(MANY PARTICIPATED IN MORE THAN ONE
ACTIVITY)

SEECTTATORD: w'oimiv.sonne vunsin s sarsig




“LS3ANI S3ISVYO “DNI3d

n STVNAIAIQNI

Q3LOVINDD SdNoys
SIMOdIY ATNITN
(SHINIOM — VIV 4G 39YN0S

¥

HoHYN

AdvNda3d

AYONY T

438W303d

HIEWIANON

SyeHty — *Y*H®IY —

PEGI

‘01 HouvIN — EE614

4380100

'U.h.m — ‘m‘ulu
‘o1 ANP

ALINLOY

NOILNAAZ

H3AGWILJ3S

isinony

Alnr

AONFT

a0

ONITad

rm——

IO.

—= 00!
==00e
———00F
00k
— 00%

000°¢

0002

000°¢€
——— 000 ‘t

== 000" g

0000
———— 00052

000°8
000°6

——000°0!

000° 11
——— 000421}
S (010 ]
~——— 000 7!

ooogl



SUMMARY
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SUMUERY OF THE WORK OF A SPEOIALIST

In order %o render effective service to the 35 communities
in which new playgrounds were establisned during the Summer, as
well ag to those where the playground work was in experimental
stage, 1t was necessary to secure the aservices of & worker of
considerable exparience in actlvity programs, playground adminp-
istration and the treining oﬁEworke 8, N6 were able to secure
for thie work the services 0 ﬁéﬂlﬁf'lo years experience
ap asgoclate superintendent of emadkaer county recreation systamauﬁmtmﬁ%

INSTITUTES HELD AND PROCRAMS PLANNEDS

e i o - /e, /733
During the perlod covered by this reportXehe hald 123

conferences with local executives, exclusive of group conferences
with committess and gmesmp playground workers., Weekly training
inatitutes and conferences with workera ware conducted under

her supervisioan in 237 couwmunities for the purpose of planning

and Geveloping suitable playground sctivities and for training

R. ¥, 0, workers in the fundamentale of playground work.

AECEPTION OF QOMUUNITY ACTIVITIES:

Specific programs were initiated, followed up and carried
through on the playgrounds of 33 separate comsmunities. These
programs included many kinds of practical and no-cost handoraft
sctivities for girles and boye of various ages, music in many
playground adsptations, story.telling of meny kinds, folk
daneing, game leading, pageantiry and dramatics, organized
ethletic sporte and tcam-gemes for girls and beoys, club zctiv-
ities for girls end boys end exhibitions.

SPROTAQULAR MASS TVENTS:

Spectacular evenis werse organized and staged in 24
communities to foous local interest on the playgrounde, Thousands
of children and adults participated in theme aotivitiee amcng
which were Baby Parades, Juvenile Oirouses and Falrs, Mardi Gras
Pet Shows, Lantern Fotes, Home TalentBhows snd various mass "
competitive gotivities,

STORY Ig%LER& AND OTHER SPEOJIALISTS CHOBEN:

18 wWorker solsoted from our R.r.U. applicants four
young women for story-telling and arranged their itineraries %o
cover all of the playgrounds in the small communities. These
story tellers, costumed as gypsies, were very ponular, wers
awaited eagerly and welcomed enthusisstically by thousends of
children who were ever pleading for more and more stories.
Beveral other epecialists were also selected and itineraries
arrenged to assist in other phases of the vnrogram,




APPREQIATION OF THIS SERVIOE:

This service was greatly apprecisted by everyone connected
with the work in the various communities to which it was rendered
and without it the playground programs with untrained workers
would have fallen far short of expectations, In most of the
outlying communities the number of available R.F.0. workers was
far more limited than in Loe Angeles Oity and very few workers
with playground experience or training were to be found. This
rendered the task difficult and made our servics prectically
essential , The work accompllished is procf of the value of
this type of county coordinating, worker training and promotional
gervice to the smaller communities which are not served by any
organized recreation system,

EXERPTS FROM REPORTH:

A carefylly prepared report on her work in sessh community
was submitted he Qounty Recreation Depariment by this worker,
subdivided ungér the following topical headings: Program Analysis;
New Activities Being Developed; CJooperation and Ability of Workers;
Gommunity Attitude and Response; Recoumendations. Followlng are
a few exerpts from the reports of this worker showing the carsful
planning and development of programs:

QOVINA:

" To give limpetie to the development of the boys' program,
I suggested a boys' frack Meet and Field Day to be held August 11th.
The Directors agreed that we would have to do something to attract
the boys and got bepind the suggestion with real irterest and a
will to put 1t over. We worked out the events, waye and means to
get the word to the public, which included a movie %railer,
anncuncements in the newspapers and posters in strategic places.
We also decided to have a Girl's Track meet the following week
bacause it would add to the interest and enthusiasm.

Ooneiderable discussion took place at thie meeting on
the daily program and how to etrengthen 1t. I gave patterns
and help in handeraft and sugcestions as to how to work out the
other phases of a good daily program,

A FPair wee planned on this vielt to include a general

exhibition of all types of work done on the playgreunds this summer

and will include handoraft exhibitions of both voys' and girls! -

work, a pantomine, an exhibition of wreetling - taught by our _JM
- a pet show, then, after a picnic supper, as a grand

finale, a lantern fete will be held inetead of the customary

firewerks., Patterns snd help in the making of lanterns was

given igpmms, ond the program planned for the Fair,"

A demonstration of banderaft was glven also patterns and
help in making them. They were welcomed with great enthuslasm
on the part of the director. The man worker had not yet renorted
on the ground, so suggestiong and patterns for boys's work wae wu-ess
t0 be passed on through the director.

In going over the daily program and suggestions for music,

-



we discovered that the director could obtain the volunteer ser-
vices of 2 music teacher, who would not only give instruction,
but lend her twenty different instruments, as well. She was
sure that before the end of the season, the girle'! orchestra
would be sble to sppear for a public concert,"

With a little persuasion and talking over patterns and
samples of nsnderaft that I had with me, both the executive and
worker deeided to include handeraft in their program and to re-
double their efforts to get a woman leader, also to get thelr
leaders to meet with me in the near future for instruction in
this work.

Thaey also sew that story-telling would be an ideal
thing to do in the hot hours of the afternoon when the children
did not wish to be out in the sun. We couldn't go much farther
into a well-rounded program %o include music, safety, nature
study, 2tc. until we get more workers who are qualified to do
theee things.

A Pet Bhow was planned and all of the detaills worked
out which will probably be held next Monday evening at 7 o'clock
on the playground. I also worked out a tag to be given each pet
in addisicn to some very inexpensive prizes to be given by local
people.

EL MONTE:

A very enthusisetic and glowing picture was given me
by both directors on the playground and the Mayor about the
success of the lMardi Gras and Baby Parade which had been planned
and worked out on my previoue visit.

Over 200 children and babiees were in the line of marech,
which wag hesded by the Mayor, OChief of Police, and some volun-
teer drummers, The playground directors reported %o me that
the enthusiasm and cooperation of the parents had besn won in
a greater degree than they had daresd hope for."

POMONA 3

" A well balanced program was talked over and the committee

and workers present realized they were not strong in every phase
of a well-rounded program. An outline of suggestions wae given
which they plan to keep for reference and to inaugurate as many

as posgible the remainder of this year. In talking over special
events, we decided it would be best to concentrate on the event
planned for the 25%th as anything used before that might foreshadow
it and time wouldn't permit anything after the Z5th. The workers
geemed above the average and had a more intelligent understanding
of the work than I sometimes find."

BALDWIN gARK:
Suggestions for s spectacular event were welcome, SO

details were worked out for a Pet Bhow, Great enthusisem was
evinced on the part of all workers. The executive was consulted
for his approval of the plans and the President of the Rotary
Olub promised that Rotary would sponsor the event, donate prizes
and act as judges. The publisher of the local newspaper plans
Yo feature pleyground events as they come along.

The Pet B8how was planned for August 8th in the late



afternoon. Brief plans were made for a water eporte event to
take place some time MhMe the near future., The instructor of
swimming planned to stert instructions with thie event in mind,
Patterns and help in handozaft weslfalec gliven st this visit,

"  The exeoutﬁfgand I had a long %dlk about the phil-
asophy of glay and right afproaoh. I talked over the outiine
and suggestions made by this department om daily program nlanning
and special events. He seemsd very pleased with every suggestion

m—negttl “Wilghes me 10 taik wita his workers as soon ae he is able to
get them to%ethar.
, hinking in texrms of adult reoreation, I auggoated
the g@saibil@ty of this dspartment providing a specilalist in
wrestling and boxing. He was pleased with the suggestion and
talked it over with another wan who promised to have Rotary go
in for 1t§l
The executive asked that I come back as a@ften as posesible
to give further help in carrying out their program,'

" Along with the Pet Show, we planned a Mardie Gras to
be held a week or sc after the Pet Bhow; also to be sponsored by
the Kiwanis Olub and the merchanits.

On this vigit we tried to work out wayes and meang of
continuing the recresation program after the opening of school.

It presentdguite a problem because of the lack of school buildings
elnce the earthquake. The executive, however, agrees that it would
be very worth while to not only continue the playground work, but
to work along vocational and avocational lines,

I met with & sewing olub and helped theam work out planse
for quilting, rag rug making and toy making in the future.”

ANGLEROOD :
" A meeting of all workers of this district had been

called by the executive for this contact., A short institute was
conducged at which I explained the standards set by this depari=-
ment for a welle-rounded program of recreation, went into detail
in explaining my patterns on handeraft, plammed a Lantern Fete
for the near future, gave suggestions on how to proceed in the
crganization of the various phases of & recreational program

puch as musie, dramatics, story-telling, eafety, organiged sports,
etc., and encouraged free discussion of problems confronting each
of the different workers.

Ag part of the institute I gave some instruction in
story telling, technigue, volce, selection of story, appeal, etec.,
and introduced one of our story tellers who told a story ae a
demonstration,®

-13-




HUNTINGTON ;eﬂg:
e work covered at this visit was in preparation for

the institute, Plane and discussions covering special activities
of a spectacular nature as a climax to the summer season took

place. The workers who attended this prelimary meeting expressed
the opinion that they had benefitted tremendously by the suggestions
and by a general exchange of ideas.

Help was given in handeraft and patterns explained. These
to0, met with unstinted enthusiasm. At the request of the execu-
tive I gave a talk at an institute of the entire group of workers
of this district on a well-rounded and diversified program of re-
creation activities, both juvenile and adult., I urged the care-
ful working out of a daily program on every center to include
music, story-telling, handoraft, safety study, nature study, free
play games, organized sports, folk dancing, etc. adagting it to
the particular needs of the center and community. went into
some detail on each of these activities, showing how to proceed
with organization and urged that if the workers felt unprepared
to go ahead with any of these projects, to go to their loecal
library and enlist the aid of the librarian in selecting books
which would help them, :

KONROVIA :

" A very great improvement has beocome apparent in the gen-
eral program of thies entire district since my last vieit. Weekly
institutes are now being held at which time the executive dis-
cusses program plans for the following week and general problems.

One of the negro playground workers foom Duarte is
organizing a Harmonica Band and Toy Symphony Band and on one of
the playgrounds in Monrovia, the nucleus of a sketch club is
being formed.

The girl teaching the sketching is one of the regular
R. F. 0. workers. Thig is, in my mind, the outstanding bit
of program of any of the communities. The executive was
particularly pleased with the reception the Pooch Parade
received and because of its great success was planning a Pet
Show for August 22nd. The Pooch Parade was planned and details
worked out in my previous visits.

HERMOSA BEACH:

" On my previous viegit, we worked out a Pet Show which
will be held this coming Saturday, Beptember 2nd, 1933, and the
whole town, from the kids to the councilmen, is literally agog
with the show, Frenzied telephone calls were being made to
print shops, people who will act as judges, etec.

A good start has been made on building a new athletic
field and playground with a battery of tennis courts, volley
ball courts, baseball diamond, space for playground apparatus
and free play area."

w18
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EXCERPT FROM RECREATIONAL EXROUTIVES'! REPORTS

Executive rapartimg_- Walter L. Scott

"Eighty-six people are now ogfloyed on thig project in
Long Beach, of these, 65 men and 21 are women, The quota
allowed ig¢ 150, and it ie planned to place this number as
radpldly as eligible men and women are found,

Fifty-seven of thie number are working under the
Muniolpal Reorsation Department, The remsining 29 are
aselgned to the Bchool Playgrounds.

Every member of the staff is experienced in work to which
he has been assigned. Al these staff workers were eligible
at the Oounty Welfare Department under the R. F, 0, rules,
and were judged qualified for the work by our Department.

Our records show that of the total, 42 have had a
high school education, and 31, a college education, The
staff includes trained school teachers, Y, M, 0. A. seocret-
aries, newgpapermen, engineers, scout masters, ete,

The allotment of working time allowed these people
varies from 4 to 20 days per month, The average is 11.3
days, thue neceseitating a shift of approximately 3 people
to hold one pesition for a month, At prescent between
60 and 70 people are working every day.

R, F. O, beach supervisors are located at the following
beaches; Park Avenue, Marine Stadium, Golden Avenue,
Termino Avenue, Brighton Beach, Molino Avenue, Cherry Avenue,
Third Place and Rainbow Lagoon. '

R. F, 0, play directors are located at Reoreation
Park, Raimbow Lagoon Bay Bhore, Colorado Lagoon Bpat House,
Tulare, Marine Stadium, Silverade Park, Houghton Park, South
and Alamitos,and at the following schools; 8ignal Hill,
Edison, Burnett, Lafayette, Jefferson, Lincoln, Roosevelt,
Adams, Naples and Temple. :

R. ¥, 0. garden supervisors are located at Reoreation
Park, Burbank, Signal Hill, and Garfield Schools.

Special and traveling teachers are sessigned to teach-
ing art, hendoraft, music and dramatice and varioue play
centers,

Home contact workers work in wide areas surrounding
play centers, informing parents of the play program, and
inviting their children's participation.




Walter L, Scott - 2

“Perhaps the most valuable and significant field of
work made poseible through the R, F. . funds, ie the home
naniaﬁt campalign being carried on by nine home contact
wor. &1’5 L]

For the first few daye these men and women vigited homes
near play centsrs, talked to parents, preeented information
leaflets from the Reorsation Department, and invited the
parents to gend their dhildren to the nearest play area.

In the week ending July 15, 1933, s=uyeh contacts were made.

At present a similar campalgn 18 being carried on at
homes of known problems, anti-soclal and unstable children
whose names have been given us by school counselors and
welfare agencles,

#hile many play asreas and recrestional facllities are
avallable only through the R, F., 0, workers, the entire pro-
gram has been augmented by the supplementary project in-
asmuch as regular recreation employees can devote their time
to other fielde, Among the activities aided by the R, F. 0.
workers, the following may be mentioned:

Pageants: ﬁgvun of these will be presented in August
alone.

Play days: Varioue play daye for both boys and girls .
will be held during the summer. Among the
sports scheduled for these play days are
horsae-shoes, paddle tennis, track and
field events, bleyele racing, volley ball,
eroquet, ete.

Oontestes: Tennis o ionghip tournaments, field and
track championship olympiade, and baseball
league playoffs will be held.

In addition, sports and games conducted at the fifteen
playgrounds will be led by R. F. 0. workers.

Four gardens will be supervised solely by R.F.0.workers.

Group leaders will be = epigned for the following club
groups ; ook lovers, first ald, rod and reel, sorap book,
sewing, song leading, stamp colleoting, story telling,
puggles, dramatics, eto.

Seven swimming instructors have been selected from
B« P Q. ﬂtaff.
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"Daspite curtailed recreation budgets, we are able
to offer thioc summer ag a result of the supplementaxry
R Fi U, Project, gresater recoreation facilitiee than
usual.

In addition to the supplementary workers on areas
vised by regular Reoreat mmission employees, there
ADD Lmately 35 areas, i ¥ vacant lots, which it

aroush R, ¥, U. workers

Despite the handicap of working with a shifting
gtaff, an efficient organization has been perfected by Mrs.
Vinnie Cee Eaton, to allow a continuous supply of R,F.C.
workers, Much detail and office work is also handled by
R.F.0, workers.

Long Beach 18 now employing more R.F.C. "white collar"
workere in reoreation than any other area in the county,
with the possible exception of Lgs Angeles,"

-

"I am very much interested in knowing how long this
project will remain effective. If it should be continged
into the first semester of the ensul school year, we might
be able to promote reoreational activities on most of our
elementary school sites from 3:30 or 4:00 until 8:00
daily as well ae on Saturdays.

We appreciate the interest which the County Reoreation
Department hae taken in this project, We also wish %o
congratulate you upon your organization and method of
gathering data, which means will undoubtedly be the great-
est influence in maintaining this project for a consider-
able time, Personally, I believe this project is very much
worth while, and I hope that it ocan continue,

Ten recgreational clubs have reoently been organized;

IR




Walter L, Scott - 4

They are!

a, Handoraft

b, Cartconing and art

¢. Leathsr work

d, Bird House Jonstrucotion
e, QGames and Puzzles

f. Borap Book

g, Stamp OJollectlon

h, Harmonioa

i, 8ing-song

Jo hme

Eight workere were assigned to make Home contacts
during this week; &ix were assigned to direet personal
calle, and two were assigned to generally advertise the
activities, Between the dates of July 5 and July 29,

32 different home contact workers were employad. Be-
tween the dates mentioned, 861 perscnal calls were made by
these workers from litste submitted by school counselors
and deans, and by Oatholie Welfare workers, In additon,
there has been a total of 1,042 general home calls made

in which there wae a total of 3,148 children contacts,
These general home calles were for the {ﬂ!penl of advert-
ising activities, and for inviting ohildren tec attend

the playground and recreational activities.

Let me say we are happy toreport that thies project
has meant a great deal to us in our summer program, and
we believe our system of handlinf the project is suffic-
iently well organized to assure ite complete succese
until the projeot ie completed."




Exeoutive reporting - Horgan T, Whitehead

"At Belvedere Community House, there is one women's
director, and one boy's director; +the game applies to Banta
Maria Welfare Center, I aleo have placed at the corner of
Brooklyn and Ford Streets an experienced flavground director
of middle age, who has contacted to date 118 boys from the
agee of 6 to 15. This worker glves each one of them a card
to either the Boledad Olub or to Miss Jackeon. Miss Jackson
reportes thet she has had an ineresse of approximately 40,
For gome time past we have had numerous complainte from the
Sheriff's Office, and the merchante in thie locality about
the boys jumping om trucks, and causing other considerable
damage, and thie activity on the part of this worker has
broﬁggt commendation from both the Sheriff's Office and the
merchants,

¥iss Stelzer and the Uatholic Big Sisters are doin% a
wonderful work at San Basil's playground, beering in mind
that up until a few weeks ago they had no playground facil-
ities whateoever - until I inetalled horse-shoes, cpoquet,
volley ball and hand ball,

At Santa Maria, Miss Byrdick reports that her attendance
1s holding its usual number this year over and above the de-
crease last year - this being on account of new facilities
being installed, comprising horse-ghoes, and outside boxing
arena, hand ball and goft ball games., On July 18th we had
three boxing boute of 5 rounds - 1 minute each, and our act-
ual adult spectators numbered 475{ this included the mothers
and fathers of the Santa Maria Welfare Distriet. I also
apslsted Mise Burdlok in taking approximately 40 Hexican
mothere to Hermosa Beach July 19th,

The Soledad (Olub, corner of Brooklyn and McDonnel 8ts.,
attendance hae been good}; this playground is used mostly
by men from 18 to 40 years of age, playlng horseshoes and
soft baseball, and am glad to say that most of this activity
ie from 8 P, M, to darkness, However, in the daytime, the
ehildren have the use of the playgrounds at the Brooklyn
Avenue Pyblic Behool with the exception of © A, ¥, to 11 A, M,
when Soledad ie used entirely by the girls' summer school
of Boledad Oatholiec Church, numbering approximately 60 girls,
ranging from 8 to 18 years of age. On account of crossing
the street at thie intersection, I have had an R, ¥. O, worker
from Brooklyn and Ford conduct these girle across the street,
both coming and going to playgrounds,

At Hollenbeck Y. M, 0, A, the field worker has increased
membership approximately 75 per day; <¢this being on account
of the Y. M, 0., A. not being able heretofore to have a paid
worker on the playgrounds.



, At the Harrigon school, corner of Hamena and Harrison
8treets, I placed a Mise Adler for children's activities,
and thie young ledy has formed a dramatic and nature study
olub, and her attendance for the first time, at this school,
is approximstely 70 children - from 6 to 14 years of age.

A few days ago, she gave a recital for the henefit of the
mothers and fathere in this locality.

P

y,

"On July 87th I completed construction of a cement wad-
ing pool 16 x 18 ft., 14 inches deep for Banta Maria Welfare
Center, We opened the pool at 10 A, M, Thursday, and the
actual count of boys from 6 to 128 years of age wae 95; at
2 P, M, we opened the pool again for girls and the actual
count was 135, The above figures being those of Miss Burdick,
There has aleo been started at this center a Summer school
for boys and girls; the school actually nuwbers, daily,

400, These children are taught by the EBisters of Meroy and
range from 6 to 16 years of age,

On July 35th I turned over to Miss Jackson the lot known
as Loucks Garden Project for her personal supervieion, and
which was dnvalafed by Mexican labor dopated from the neighbor-
hood, The actual workers on thie lot, daily, are 17 boyse
ranging from 8 to 18 years of age, sach one bearing in mind
that there 1s competition, and there are prizes to be awarded
by HMies Jackson for the best developed plot,

With 7 laborers from the Welfare Department, a Mr, L.
Rulz of the 8pledad Club is developing a very high-glsee
big league baseball dismond, and garden project on 10 of
the acres of lend donated for their use by the Hellman Letate,
Thie baseball diamond will be the only one sast of Evergreen
Avenue, and will be under the supervieion of the Seledad
and fanta Maria Boys Club., I might oall your attention to
the fact that the majority of my workers in the Bslvedere
District are musicians of coneidersble note, and slso play-
ground experience, and we expect, in the near future, o give
a migicale at the Belvedere Junior High School, alse, at
Mies Jackson's house, and Banta Maria Welfare.




"intertainment given by children from 5 to 18, also
adults, from community district, comprieing Santa Maria,
Bethel, and Russian people. There were 14 mumbers on pro-

am, and attendance wag 11562, Above held in Belvedere
Junier High Auditorium, Mr. Miller spoke, explaining project.
The above entertainment is the first and largest ever held
in Belvedere for the benefit of forelgn people, The Board
of Education has notified me that thie department is welcome
to use any school auditorium at any time, for such purposes."

"In Hollenbeck Helghts, after mueh migsionary work on
the part of cow-workere, there are two new playgrounds, one
at 6th and Xuclid, and one at 3Ird and Boyd, Theee new play-
grounds weres formerly vacant lote, and have been c¢leared off
by boys 10 to 18 yeare of age, and are in neighborhoods where
there were no reoreation faclilities, and I personally visited
both on August 4th, and counted 72 bove, 21l buey at some
game, The Boyd Street ground is loaatei nertheaet off 4th
8t. bridge, and has been a rendevous for gange who have here-
tofore caused considerable damage to Peck & Hills, Warren
Beiley, and several dalries, and is now patrolled by three
boye each play hour, who have been signed up ae trustees by
my co-worker, James Arnet,"

I am starting August 7th to clear Laoy Field, having
been promised 12 men by Miee Oocurt, for Monday A, ¥, I am
well pleased with the work by my workers" .,

we (ua

- "On above Eregrams thie peet week, much prograss was
mede at Laoy Field, and while the fleld wae being cleared off,
the e wag an attendance of approximately 100 children from

8 to 18 years of afs' taking advantage of some place to play.

Thie 18 the first time any playground activity has been shown
in thie district, children having to go to Belvedere Jr, High,
or in the streete. Mrs, Btewart, Seoy. Monday Noon Olub, and
gix othars, all active in Olvie affaire in Belvedere, meet

on above field twice a wesk to contact my co-worker,"®

I have gecured the 8trand Theatre for August 22nd,
1 P. M, (gratis) for a Kiddies! Revue, and all get with fourteen
veudeville acts, and Buck Jones Bank, prizes to be given to
kiddies who help create interest in Laoy Field,

The attendance at Boledad grounds has incorcased to
approximstely 125 children, and this incresse is due to the
activities of both the Priest and members of Spldédad Churech,
Cor, Brooklyn and MeDonnell.
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"The boxing bout at Banta Maria 7 P. M. Auguet 8th,
wag 4-3 win, rounds, attendance approximately 700 people.”

"At Cleland House, (Mies Jaaksan; we are all set with
circus to be held August 18th, 17th, 18th, all evening shovws.
There will be 18 acts, both professional and amateur, £ilde
wall curtaineg, ete, sll donated,.

= Qe

"At Cleland House playgrounds, we held a Olrous August
16th, 17¢h, 18th, 7 P. K, until 9:30, admlsslon charged 3
cente each, 2 for 5 cente, 75f were children, We were
fortunate in having Harry Lee of Paramount Studios direct
this show, which he did with all local talent, excepting
Mies Florence Lorretto, world famous Acrobatic Trapere per-
former, and who is now on location substituting Maureen
Sullivan in new picture Tarzen Mates, and loaned by Paramount
to us one night, The following Tirme donating to thie show
were as follows!

.ﬁt Pp F"lﬂ.lﬂ.' Jo, = Paiﬁt

Globe Linen Supply Jo. 744 E. 8th Ave,,canvas for
cirous sign.

Hauger Packing COo., 535 ft. 8' canvas

EGEP Radlo Station, (Mr., Sslinae)

Santa Maris Olinie (Humphrey & N.Y. 8ts.),chaire.
Demphry Bus. Co.,Transportation for band.

Buck Jones Ranger Band, 40 pleces, (Mr., Martin,
Strand Theatre

Serrano's Orchestra (2B pieces)

The above entertainment was thoroughly enjoyed by all,
from the fact that the nearest ploture show is 2 miles away,
and cash much farther.

At the boys garden of 17 plots, will say that resulte are
baginning to gshow in planting, and boys are falthfully working,
Thig of course, under Miss Jackson's supervigion.

I have with Mies Jackson'e help revived interest in
Oommunity Betterment Club, and their wambership now sxceeds
75, and their meetinge will be held lst and 15th of each month.

At Santa Maria Oenter, there has been approximately 200
children 8 to 10 years of age, enjoy wading pool each day,
aleo held Wednesday night under supervision of Bert Colima,
there were 3 boxing boute held, and actual count of spectators
was 727 - 80% being fathers and mothers,
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: "With Rev, Amentaz, of Soledad Oulholic Ohurch, we _
planned a community meeting of Belvedere to be held at Soledad
Playground Sunday 2 P, X,

At new Playuround of Helvedsrs Park Hexican Baptist
Church, we have a clase of 30 glrls and B0 boyas, 6 to 16
each morning 9 to 11 A, M, aleo in charge of Rev, Ortiona.
I am also having co~-meeting with © other Mexican Preaschers,
and Mr, Beam Tuesday August 28nd, 3 P, M,

At Lacy Field we have been doneted 5 telephone poles,
2400 8q, . netting (Whiting Mead) B or more benches from
UP.R.R, Lumber from various firms, and we hope to be able
to have a ball game Baturday August 35th, between 014 Timere
Ball Olub, snd Belvedere Merchante Ball Club. We have Muysic
denated, and hope that I may be glven privilege of using this
talent insofar as they are regletered at various welfare
offices. More to follow on Lacy Field,

Tueeday at 1 P, M. August 22nd, co-worker Ramey has
geoured Strand Theatre, all talent, and §25.00 worth of film,
gratis to give 2 Kiddies' Revue for children of Belvedere
Gardens, free of oharge.

Thig ie an invitation to all to attend and see for your-—
self the apprecistion Belevedere Community is shewing for
the co-operation from Recreation Dept.

-0

In making survey of above district, (Hollenbeck Heights)
several weeke ago, I found a neceseity of additional play-
grounds, and with co-worker Arnett, found a vacant lot N.E,
of east end of 4th 8t, bridge, and cleaned lot and started
games, of horse-shoes, soft ball, ete., This neighborhood
is undoubtedly the tougheet in above district, ae 1t le just
eagt of River and U, P, tracks, and where boye have the prive
ilege of conversation with R.R, hoboes, who entice boys teo
gteal and break in R.,AR. cars, also use B,.B. gune shootifig at
people. Arnett called at the boys' housss, got co-operation
from parents, and when Arnett left job, I placed co-worker
Ooeta who carried on, and only yesterday landed the 2 leaders
of boye gangs, and took them home to parents, who punished
both boye, and wae most grateful to Josta for his work. Te
neighborhood women are so grateful te Uosta that they alter-
nately have him eat lunch with them, also supply drinking
water for the boys while playing, Oosta is also working with
Polioe in rounding up boys,
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"The co-operation has been 100% from residents of
Hollenbeck, eepecially from Rev, Rossl, of Italian Church,
aleo from Bears-Rpebugk, There is considerable work to be
done in above district, but we have overcome the worst, which
hag been bad adult influence. In the Rueslan district, which
ie partly weet of River, I placed co-worker Geo, Kanakoff,
who hae worked with Leo. Stackly of Ruessian Oyvie Olub, and I
may gtate that there are 2 classes of Ruseiansj- The Holy
Jumpers and the Holaking, who have refused help from past
¢o-worker, however, we have been sucoessful having organized
the Russian Language School on Glass St., and attached please
find program, which is now in session every morning, Kanakoff
ie toeday (8aturday) taking 35 boye to Elysian Park, and has
acoepted (with my permission) an invitation to teach Sunday
School every Bundey for them, His talke and teaochings to them
each morning ie respect for our Government, also the New
Testament,

When I firet worked in this district, 1t was through
Mre., Troyer, and previously the Ruselan Jewe nad formente
trouble, both religlous and otherwise, but as all pure Russians
are both much more intelligent than pure Caucasian, we have
boen able to make much progrees.

We arc at present having 1004 co-operation from the
fathers and mothers in thie district, and hope to make o good
ehowing in the near future,

In Belvedere (Mexican District) Ssnta Maris Oenter
Playground work of children from 14 to 18 is less on account
of them being away berry pickingj however, the wading pool
has loet none of it's cuectomers. We aleo have had an average
attendance of 22 boys 18 to 30 who train for boxing daily,
and it ie a plasure to see these boye who (previouely had been
henging around pool halls) are taking advantage of instruction
from Bart Collima,

At Lacy Field we have oleared about © aores, soraped
sama with trucke and soraper, flooded game with hose from
Fire Department, erected & telephone poles 25 ft. high and
2400 ft. wire for back stop, about 100 ft. of 8 ft. netting
extending from back stop esach way, 2 player dug oute, with
ehade, algo a bleecher stand of about 100 paople capacity,
thie formerly used by Merohants Olub, at field 1 mile Fast,
All trucks, lumber, etc., umed in above were donated by
Merchants of Belvedere and 2treet Car Go,

e are having a track and figld meet of kide 6 to 18
on Sept. let, about 1,000 entries at present, still coming,
We have races of all kinds, ineluding white, black, and yvellow,
algo a good time is assured all who come,
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*On September 3rd, we are having & ball game, Belvadere
Semi-Pro team, ve, 0ld Timerg' Olub, whigh will include such
a8 Ping Bodle, Louie Bozchart, Wally Heod, Wheezer Dell and
others, dJudge Wood, of Belvedere Oourt will bve Master of
Ceremenies, and incidentally he iz ore of cur beat boosters
and a oco-worker of mine, plus the U.P. Ry., who donated 10
benches te the playground, While we are net yst in shape for
children to use grounds, I have counted several times as many
a8 76 on grounds, making their own emusement, however, I
supplied them with soft bnlls‘and a et of boxing gloves, which
are being uvsed continuvously,®

At Laoy Field we held a track and field meet Friday
afternoon, Program openad at 12130 with a parads headed by
Buck Jones Band, and approximately 1400 children from € to
38 years of mge, the feotivities lasting until 6§ P, M, Our

rizes were donated by Belvedere Merchante, some of which were
trand Theatre, Sears-Hoebuck, Whiting Mead, Cen'l Paint Co,.,
end Atwater Kent, Approximete attendance was 1500, in addit-

ion to smbout 400 parents at 4130 P, K.".

-

"4t Cleland House attendance is still inersaeing, as
children are returning home from berry and fruilt piak'ng. and
I notice a steady increase of fathsers and mothers attending
and tazking an intesrest in activities at the above Welfare
Jenter. heve alse noticed s marksd decrsase in discontenté
ment here, due to the fact of active work of ocur co-workers,

Fridey night at Belvedere Junior H1§h we gave an
entertainment by children and adults from 6 to « We had
14 program numbers, and entertainers numbsred aporoximately
138 persons, We also had handoraft sxhibition of children's
work, which pleaged the parents. Attendancs approximately
1,000,cf which 80% were fathers and mothers, :

All of the above entertainment was by and for this
distriet and included all denominstions. Hinety percont,
Hexicans, some, of course, being very dark of coler, this
being due to socareity of soap, no doubt. However, & good time
wae had by all, sepeolally Mr., Beam and 0. Q. Owen.

At Lacy Field, September 2rd, (8Sunday) we had a ball
game bvotween old timers and Belvedere 8tars. Cur attendsnce
was approximetely 1500 people, dJudge Woode being master of
Oesremonies, with a loud epeaker hook-up by Genersl Paint Jo.,
and all ball plavere cleimed Lacy Pield ie¢ one of the best
in the GG‘&B‘GY-




"Labor Day we had a double-hsader game, and attendance
about 1600 people, Wa have finlghed buiiding and now in use,
e sand box 14 x 1€, aleo = hand ball backstop 14 x 18 and both
activities busy from 8:30 to 6100 P,M, plus the ball grounds,

P,8, aleo attached ploasse find letter from American
Legion, of which I will have more to =ay in my next reoort."

fast Loe Angeles Post 333
The American Leglon
777 MoDounell Ave.,
Los Angeles, Onlif.
Sept.7,1833

Hr,Thomas P.Smith,

gohoole & Prayvground Jommittee,

Zast Los Apgeles Azsooiation of Oivie Olubs,
Los Apgeles, Qalif,

Daar Mr. Smitn:

Tast Los Angeles Post 383, The American Legion
takes pleasure in informéng you that 1t has voted to present
to the new community playground a suitable American Flag.

If the flag loansd to your committee will do for the time
being, it occurred to thie Poet that the presentation of the
flag could take plece on Armistice Day, and that possibly some
other patriotic demonstration could be arranged on that day

if such & program would be sgreeable to the committee,

Thie Post wishes to extend to the committes .
ite conuratulations, and thanks for the splendlid progrees 8o
far wade, and wiehes to ansure the commlttee that it can
count on the whole-hearted support of this organization.
Thanking you ever so much, we are,
Sincerely and Yordislly,

EAST LOB ANGELES POBT 323
THE AMERICAN LECGICN

By W, H, Hoefener




EXCERPTS FROM RECREATICONAL EXECUTIVE REPORTS

Executive reporting - J. C. Henderson

"Pield worker Jack Vincent at South Park Playground
called upon a report received from a woman in the neighbor-
hood that boys were damaging her lawn. He enlisted the help
of some of the older boys in tracking down the culprits and
finally rounded up and organized into an athletic club at
South Park Playground approximately 50 boys.

The pre-delinquent boys brought to Btate Street by
police are beginning to think of the playgrounds as a place
to play, rather than a prison, ae they first called our
grounds., Many of these boys are bringing their friends to
the grounds. They are entering into the games and tourna-
ments on the grounds and enjoying them.

As we get further into this project we are amazed and
delighted with the unusual skill poseessed by some of the
workers,

Captain Collins commanding the Hollembeck precinct re-
ports that some 2300 youngsters were cleared off the east
side streets in the first week of the campaign.

We feel that it has been of great benefit to the City
of Long Beach in helping to keep down delinquency in this
area, and hope they realize that the Recreation Commission
budget for this year has been greatly reduced on account of
the recent earthquake.

We want you to know that we do appreciate the assistance
that has been given our department by the addition of these
well qualified and enthusiastic workers, and we congratulate
you for your good work on this project.

Some interesting developments are taking place with the
special field workers. Reports of the men assigned to Poin-
settia problem and to the south side problem are attached.

The two men working out of the 77th Street Police Station have
proved to be very valuable, and Lieutenant Hanson has asked
for a third man and for a woman with office experience to help
in further clean-up of this area.

At the Harvard Playground, through the cooperation of the
R.F.C, workerse, our own playground staff and the Police De-
partment, & gang of some thirty to forty boys was taken in
hand., Complaints were filed, as shown in the attached papers,
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Recreation Executive reports, continued !
J. 0. Henderson

on the felony cares, and the remainder of the boys are being
organized into the Harvard Athletic Club, This gang has been
a thorn in the side of the district for two or three years.
There have been innumerable complaints of damage to property,
petty theft, insulting remarks to girls, profanity gamhling,
etc., and if this one gang ocan be broken up, it will be wel
w rth the cost of all R.F.C. efforts on the south side.?




EXQERPTS FROM REQREZATIONAL EXECUTIVES! REPORTS
Execut ive reporting - Minnie L, Rosenberry
WILMAR

"The boys' directors say that they find the average
boy unfamiliar with moet outdoor games, but that with
supervigion he developes into a pla?maﬁa with others in gamee
of hie liking, and showe a preference for estaying on the
playground to going to the swlmming hola. On the playground
he ig kept out of guestionable company."

"The Garvey 8Bchool playground is quite a busy place,
I see new faces every day, The boys are learning new games;
dominoes, checkere, croguet, and horse-ghoes."




EXCERPTS FROM REOREATIONAL EXEQUTIVES' REPORTS

Exeoutive reporting -~ Walter J. Price

"The attendance at each of the playgrounds - of whiech
we have four increased amazingly last week, the total being
1,887 as agalnst 885 for the previous week",

"I sincerely hope that all other communitiee enjoy-
ing these privileges are deriving as much bensefit as Burbank,"”




EXOERPTS FROK REOREATIONAL EXEGUTIVES' REPORTS
Executive reporting - &. R, Veenker

"I want to let you know that we are making good use of
the men and women whom we are accepting as assistants through
the R.F.0. funds in our summer ylnzzraund. and reoreation
sotivities, These workers are assisting as followse:

1. Alding in making a neighborhood survey
within a radius of five blocks within
each of our playgrounds,

2. Organizing new groupe in playground
activities as they appear as a result
of this durvey. In many ocases children
playing in the street were persuaded
to tranefer their games to the play-
grounds,

a, The formation of LOYALTY AND PATRIOTIO
GROUPS at each center,

4. Emphasizing the development of better
oitizenehlip through more personal
supervision,”




EXCERPTS FROM REOREATIONAL EXEQUTIVES' REPURTS

fxesoutive reporting - Jlaude O, Downing

"Reporting on the general results and value of
the recreation projset, I wish to say that we consgider
Project ;821 about the biggest thing ¢that ever happened
to us, It has enabled ue to 111 out cur owan etaff,
gstwell as extend ssrvics into fan Cabriel and Teuple
5.' Yn

Qur sducation survey resulted in a lawvge increase
in attendance, a far better understanding of ovur pro-
blem on the part of the people, snd alzo a keener insight
on our part into the view peint held by the average
tax-payer,

AY firvet we were somewhatlt doubtful ae to the value
of the services of the people avallable, but after s
conference with you, I determined not to expect too much
and to meke the best of the sltustion. The resulte bave
been moet gratifying, With only one exception, the
people selected have more than fulfillsd expectations,
They vave adapted themselves to the situstion sdmirably,
In several casee & notural ability for playground work
has Veen manifest. :

Up to date we have used a total of forty three
different {aople, and thig spr:ad of employment has besn
of material help to a olass of peeple who otharwiase were
finding it diffioult, if not imposeible,tto find a place
under sny of the other aounty projects, We are enjoying
thie opportunity to serve, : oy

Your staff nas been 8o unfallingly helpful in
this work, thet I wigh to take thie opportunity to thank
you for it."




EXCERPT FROM RECREATIONAL EXECUTIVE'S REPORT

Executive reporting - 8. B. Nylander

#Degpite the unusual smount of hot weather during the
past week, attendance at the virious play areas of the South
East dletrict has shown continued increcse in attendance, Thie
is largely due to the intensive campaign carried on here in
bringing the recreation program te the attention of parents and
also 1s due to the varied prograwm that is being carried on in
the playgrounds., I might slso add that it is also due to the
high':gpe of gualified workere that we have who are gziving more
time than their work orders call for to make the Loe Angeles
County Recreation program a success,

As stated in my last week's veport, we are placing even
grester emphasis than in the past on the delingueney prevention
work, and am very happy to report that the various local law
enforcing officials repert a decided decrease in the nuuber of
Juvenile offenders that come before them.

Chief of Police English of Huntington Park informs us
that he 1s practically haviang no trouble with juvenile offenders
as he has had in the pset, and the few lone eases that do come
to his attention are usually from outside districis.

HUNTINGTON PARK:; All areas report increase in attendance,
Particularly is thie true for the new srea thet we were able to
open in Miles Park - there has never been any real recreational
activity here and never any supervision. This is the area
whare I reported an increase in attendance of 35 per day to 450
ﬁar day with a dally average of about 350, Handeraft clasces
nave been started here, together with various types of athletic
activity and a new type of bowling which is causing quite a bit
of intereet and which I will send in a special report of within
a few daye, We have been able to build up a Iine claes of olde
er boys by putting on an instructor in boxing and alse continue
ing the radio and harmonic band classes,

I also wish to report an attendance of about two hundred
men each day in the City Park on Pacific Boulevard. Ve hope to
make a fine adult recreationsl set-up on this emall park before
the end of the month.

BOUTH GATE; We have been successful in having the Ban
Gabriel eschool pleyground opened for two nizhts a week for the
use of young men and women. This area is controlled by the Los
Angeles School Department and the lighting has been made pose
8ible through the cocperation of the Bouth Gate City ofticials.

Permission has finally been secured from the Los Angeles
8chool Board to open the women's side of the South Gate High
School, and we are sending a woman worker to this area this come
ing week, and I am confident that we will soon have an excellent
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'g@ignéanao of girls and young women -« there has been none to
spgak of in the past, and there certainly has besn a great
need for women's activities in this community.

. BYBWOOD: Five areess have been opened in Lynwood by

our R.F,C. workers, and s splendld program te being carried out
both for the children and adults, A fine program of athletic
agtivity for young men and women is being oarried out in the
eveninge on a lighted area provided by the loeal school board,
The loeal school board 13 ziving us a very fine kind of oo~
operation, and the reports of the workere from #his district
!fll probably portray the progruam oarried on in a much better
w&qﬁhv the statiatioal figures that your departuent is com-
1ling. 7

' I reported briefly on our aqguatic program: last week

an aguatic program without a swimming pool, wading pond or a
beach; a program that has been made possible througl Becuring
the socperation of the local fire departments. Daily, in al-
most every one of our towns, we have the local fire department
get up thelr sppraratus at specifled timee ot the different
recrcational areag apnd the hose ig turned om. On these hot
days you can appreciste the results; here are some of the fig-
ureg for the past week, figures tha% are not in any of our

workerst!,  reports;
Aguatlcst Huntington Park 800 participante ea. wk,
" Bell 750 ol W o
South Gate 375 # kit
Lynwood 300 " redillh

May I sugaest that this program be extended $o other
arens as well as to various parte of the eity of Los Angeles]

I have been asked by members of the school boards and
local officialse in the various communities if they can expect
to recelve the same sort of help and service during the school
year, My answer hag been that I believe that it may be arranged.
They want the work to continue as an after school activity
also in many oages as an evening program for adults, I sincercly
hope that we will be able to continue for I kmow that reerea-
tional work as sponsored and ¢arried out by the Los Angeles
County Recrestion Lepartment ie producing resulis--not only in
taking care of the tremendous amount of leisure $ime of our
pecple unemployed but alee those who are working under bthe N.R.A.
agreement, and alec the program is providing a large factor in
decrsaeing delinquency problems,®

&
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| fLset week we sent down to Wrigley Ball Park 150 boys
between the ages of 10 and 18 ag guests of the local bull
park mansgementi: This feature ia to be extended to us for the
remainder of the leocal basebnrll season, Last Tuesdsy 280 boye
and girls of the Bouthesst district were taken to the ball

ark under the mupervision of our lecal Elay directore, and
granspnxted through the courtesy of local merchents.

Loecal service clubs are eeegaraﬁing exgellently with the
delinquency prevention and recreation gre%ram, and have agreed
to sponsor many %raups of boys and gir 8 in localities where
there are no definite charseler-bullding agencles to take care
of their problems, As an example - the American Leglon, Vet
erans of Forelgn Wars, and lecal Masonie Clube in South Gate,
where the delinquency problem is particularly acute, are spon-
soring four groups of what might be called, practically, pre-
delinquent types, One of these orgsnizations,through material
that we have Turnished thesrhave Individaplly made over 1,000
oalls and contacts in their nelghberhood, ealling the "BP* and
recreation program to thelr attention.”

-0 =

fine of the outetanding pleces of work, I believe, that
hos b zen accomplished in this district, during the pas% month,
is in connection with the four gangs of pre-delinguent boys
who were reported in my report of last week, I am very hapoy
to report that a large gnra&a%ngﬂ of these beye have been con-
tacted by one of our delincuency grevention workers in the
southeast district, Mr. Ben Houghkirk, and organized into two
distinet boy# elubs, which are Deing sponsored by the Ameriosn
Legion of Bouth Gate and the Veterans of Poreign Wars., 8ix
other arganizatiﬂns have pledged their unstinted support to
the founding and econtinuance of other boye clube as they may
be n”dﬁdo

A new program has been started in the play area of South
Gate and Huntington Park in the form of children's choruses
and, through the children in the El&y area, we hope before long
%o be able to bulld ug commmity "sings" in the various commume-
ities of the Southeast District, as an adult evening activity.

We have bDeen able to open up additional facilitiee in :
seversl of the play areas for special handeraft work whioh would
have au appeal to older boys:. Thig has been done in the form
of making useful gieeas of fumiture for the home., During the
past week, over 100 pileces of furniture Havetbeen mede by Lhese
older boys in six areas," i

B
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fittendance at each of these aress has inereased from
25% to as high as 700% during the last three weeks with even
a gra:ter increase in attendance expected before the eand of
Auzust. g
- We have continued to be very fortunate in being able
to selaet unusually well gualified workers to caryy on the
rogyan and trust that their "PG" & "DPY reports will re-
giect thelr gualifications and fine work im your final an-
alysiz, ; .

_Eurinf the past week & new area has been opened in
Bowney and 18 progressing far beyond our expectations. The
attend mee should run over 200 a day before the end of the
coming week and a mogt varied prozgram has been started al-
ready, Outetanding iz the wonderful support and cooperation
that 48 being given by the local sehool board, They have
not only thrown open all of thelr buildings for ths use of
our workers but they are alse providing 2il necessary equip-
went including specinl shop snd handoraft materials,

411 communitise resort inereaszed attendance in the
newly opened recreational arees; the morale has been ine-
oreased materially and adult attention and interest is con~
stantly being focused on the work that is being carried on
in their reapective arcss by the Los Augeles County Reores-
tional Department, _ _

All B, ¥.0, workers under project #831 in the Boutheast
districl meet ragularly every Tuesday worming ia the Bouth
Gate COity Hall where ideas are exChanged by the workers, dis-
plays of variocus types of activities and demonstrations given
of worth-while recreational programs. Workers in thie dis-
trict who heve completed their work orders attend &% their
owva volition, feeling that they will be zble to secure more
1nfgr§at%on on how %o carry on thelr work whem they sg=in go
on duty,

o )

fur, Lionel Dedilva, Lxecutive in charge of the Ingle-
wood district hae bullt up a fine program of recreational
activitien and is being mssisted by Mr. U. J. Bdwards and
R.F.C. workers, s

tne of the oudstanding features of the program being
carried out in the Inglewood district is the municipal Boys!
Camp in Tujunga Canyon. Prom 35 %o 36 boys are taken care of
in thie camp eviry week - tents, clothing and food supplied
are demated by local merchangs with an excellent ataff of
R.7.C, workers making the contacte that secure the supplies
éach week. Two R.F.C. workers arve on duty 284 hours of the
day at the camp and have ereated a fine camp prograam,’
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®A very complete program was put on at the Corona Avonue
Behool whezi a sgecialpezhibit wae 8taged to ghow the work of
the adult sewing classes which were established a month ago.
We were ably assisted by Mr, Swalley whom you sent out to us
some time ago. My, Swalley not only put on a separate per-
formance of his cwn but acted as master of ceremonies for ap-
proxiustely 200 children and 400 methers and fathers,
| 287 boye and girle were taken tc Bee the Coast League
gtate ball game at Yrigley Park last Wednesday night through
the oourtesy of the ball park manuger aand the oocperaticn of
1pcnl merchants who donnted sutomobiles and trucks for thelr
transportation, Praoctieally every playgrownd in the Southesst
uag represented and practienlly every director tock from ten
to twenty-five boys.

The eaxrly part of this week I left with Mrs., Miller
copy of our Winter schedule supplementing the reports vhich I
gent in on the 334 of August, In these reports you will
notice thut we are planning to open several mew play srezg in
connection with the rurzl schools! program and, inecidentally,
we are planming putting on adult evening activities at least
one night a week in these areas, rooms and auditoriwms huving
baen secured through the ccopsration of the loezl schosl
bourds. 4

I 2m encloeing five letters whieoh have been sent to sur
effice at Buntington Park regarding the programs, I bslieve
these letters are of purticular intereet due to the fact that
reprecentative groups and leaders froa the communitics ex~
pregsed thelr agereeiatiuu and interest in the work whieh has
been earried on.

w  »
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THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN-FAMILY DEFENSE LEAGUE
Rev. Wwm. Mathew Holderby, President-Director.

Huntington Park, Calif.
September 5, 1953

"If to oxgieﬁs appreciation is to offer encouragement to
a group of workers facing a very serioue responsibility in a
publiec cause during a nation's orisis, then I want to write

you my feelings after being present at your conference of the
Los Angeles County Recreation Workers held at South Gate Tuesday
morning, September 5, 1833.

No one could doubt the enthusiasm and intelligence of
your staff. Thelr reports of the developed activities for the
groupe they supervised and with whom they worked was thrilling.
You were compelled to telieve they were making good at their
task, Especially in the showing of the handwork that some were |
able to display did you see both the resourcefulnese and in- :
genuity of the leaders to do things out of literally nothing as
well ag the cleverness of the children and youth who could be
taught to be so0 practical as their finished eobjects of labor
showed them to Dbe.

As I have oome to know of the vision and courage that led
this work to be initiated as equally I also have learned how
definitely it i& an application of effort to solve the problem
of growing juvenile delinquency, I am certain that its poten-
tialities are such that as the Los Angeles County Recreation
Department continues this cooperation with the Los Angeles
County Juvenile Court, a pattern method can be developed, as
it is applied in other populous centers of Ameriea.

I trust you shall be enabled to continue this worthy
gocial project for all of its usefulness and benefits it can
contribute,

Very eincerely yours,

8igned: Wm, Matthew Holderby
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CITY OF SOUTH GATE

The Complete City
Post Street at Victoria Ave.
Jefferson 5101
South Gate, California

September 1, 1833

Juvenile Delinquency Prevention Bureau
Departuent of Playgrounds of Lo# Angeles Co.
Los Angeles, Cd&lifornia

Gentlenmen:

Because of the high type of work, which hae
been done in the playgrounds of our City and becahse of the
many beneficlal results, therefrom, I desire to express my
most sincere appreciation and trust that your body will make
it posaible that this work be continued on the same schedule
as at present.

This area has, heretofore, been without any parks
or playground faellities and this expenditure which is being
made here, I am sure will bring lasting benefits, .

Again thanking you for thies service rendered our
community and hoping for 1ts continuance, I beg to remain

Yours very sincerely,

S8igned:

HCOP: MH




EXCERPTS FROM THE
REPORTS OF THE FIELD WORKERS

July 10 - September 10, 1933



A FL{ BXERPTS FROM REPORTS OF
460 FIELD WORKERS.

"Three playgrounde made and practically equipped,- Reo Vista
Field, Le Purisima Stage and Arena, al Street Recreation Hall,
and the opening of Hollenbeck Field which the Oity abandoned
July 1, 1833, On these above mentioned fields we take care of
130 to 150 boys per day ranging in age from 10 to 24 years. Each
boy is supervised in some special type of athletlics. Ve have
two adult Mexican baseball teams, 30 members ( 18 to 32 years.)
Have scheduled several Sunday games for them. They practice two
days each week, In the Reoreational Hall we have 230 to 35 girls,
two hours each P. M, with games, thie is in connection with work
at Santa Isabel." IO 3 *

'.,
" There are seven definite neighborhoode in the distriot
and I am working for the establishment of a local cooperating
organization in each neighborhood including representatives from

the churches, local associations and business men, In one,
strictly industrial neighborhood I am werking with the plant
managers using athletic activities. The general idea is meeting

with hearty scceptance. I have a definite series of engagements
and speaking appointments lined up which it is hoped will be very
productive. " . .

* I have introduced the Mothers' Recreation League ag a
means to increase attendance at the playgrounds and to bring the
influence of the home into active cooperation with the Directors
working on the playgrounds.® g

L i . 1

" I have personally talked with a number of parents, es-
pecially of boys now on probation, and they feel that opening of
the school for play would be of material help in keeping the boys
out of mischief. In that connection I have sgecured the signatures
of about 18 or 20 boys who have pledged themselves to attend the
playground and to obtain attendance of their friends if such play
facilities were made available,"

= ¥ 'l 4 *

" Ten parents of children found playing on the streets
were informed of facilities and advantages of the playground nearest -
their home. As a regult, sixteen children of these parents were
reported on playgrounds the following day."

i ¥ i = ‘

* Playground plunge continues to be the best drawing card
for new patrons. The 'Water Oircus' held this week drew a huge
crowd; 1500 parents and children. Have arranged to cooperate
fully with the playground until the beginning of my next work
period. Until then, in the capacity of 'Volunteer' worker, I
shall continue with those playground activities with which I have
been associated through the past three weeks,"
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- % The Lincoln School playground is in the heart of -a Mexican
dettlement in San Gabriel, 3o most of the youngsters at this
playground are Mexicans. They have appreciated the playground
very much, after they found out by the solicitation of one of our
directors that the playground was there for their service, and
the aim was to provide supervised play during vacation for their
children, to take them off the streets and away from uncontrolled
gangs, The attendance . is between one and two hundred each
day, with about twice as many boys as girlse. I consider this
to be remarkable, because we have had so little equipment and
material to glve them to work with that I was afraid the kiddies
would become disgusted, but each day they have come back just
as energetic and very appreciastive for the material and equipment
we have had to offer."” : e i

¥ Organized mountain camp of 23 boys and secured the per-

mission of each boy's parent for boy to make the trip. Made
arrangements with local merchants and organizations for all
supplies used at camp. I made a trip to camp, 7/28/33, to
take additional fresh supplies. Made arrangements with manager
of local theatre for Saturday morning show; contacting citizens
interested in the boys' camp." o

" It is Bifficult for people to go to unfamiliar places.
"Bring a stranger" day each month to the playground and have
groupg of children show them around.-- A special feature to be
emphasized in linking the home with the playground is the carrying
by the children to the home definite ideas of home leisure-time
activities. I would suggest "Home Olub Night" once a week with
suggested programs by the playground as a good start."

o - W M -

" Friday I talked so long and hard I almost lost my voice.
" We went first to Lynwood to Woodrow Wilson School and had about
80 children. At Downey High 8chool, our next stop, we had
about 95 to 100 children. From there we went to Bell, Corona
8chool, for a group of 85 to 90. Next to Huntington Park telling
stories to 70 children at Miles Park and to 40 children at Middle-
ton School. At Liberty School at South Gate we had about 40
children, in a very interested group. They are carrying on their
work iin tents and doing very well. Ve stopped at Maywood late
in the afternoon, but almost everyone had gone by then,"

" As there are a number of Japanese and Mexican boys about
12 to 17 years of age in the neighborhood, I have talked to the
leaders of each race. These fellowe have started club activities
and have promised to give me a list of names and addresses of their
progpective members. Of course, I have made these same arrange-
ments with the American boys."

¥
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" Alhambra: Playgrounds continuing a flourishing business
under able supervigion. Lincoln School in 8an Gabriel shows every
shady spot with a bit of active humanity of Mexican variety doing
clay-modeling, handeraft work of other variety or playing ball

or croquet.” 4 e v v v

" Many of our workers are so enthused they continue working,
even though their work orders have expired, and expect no recompense,
outside of their personal pleasure in doing good for the community.

I have talked with mothers who are very enthused with the open
school playground, as they know that their chlildren are not play-
ing in the streets or getting into various formes of mischief in

the unsupervised gangs of children."

" Wilmington has an active playground program functioning.
Many new beach Erojacts are institued in Cabrillo and Terminal
Island Beaches. 2 i . v

¥ Inglewood still doing maggificent work, the interest
running so high that several workers at the expiration of the
budget continue on, thelr interest being as it is. These people
deserve great praise. Tujunga Boys' Qamp is still most popwlar,
only the more unfortunate boys permitted for eligibility. The
food transportation and supplies are all furnished by local
merchants. The camp counselors are carefully picked, military
or Boy Scout experience necessary."

¥ Banta Monieafziaged their N.R.A. Theme Play last
Saturday and meeting with such a suoccess it will be broadcast
over the loocal broadcasting station. BSome very lovely pottery
products are being made by their Arts ahd Orafts Olasses. The
beach program functioning smoothly and quite popular with all
the groups and ages." : ¢
"  Pasadena: Averaging about 18 workere. This district
moving along smoothly. Workers are doing nice development
work; aleo are oreating a great deal of interest among children.”

" Glendale: Aferaging about 12 workers. This district is
being handled the most efficiently of an¥ in my territory, due
to cooperation of Recreation Department.

" LaVerne:  Two workers are getting Mexican children
organized at one school, and three workers are working with
white children at another. The work is somewhat new to them,
but their efforts are being rewarded by the increase in
attendance.” o

" 8chool grounds are again taking on the appearance of
regular school time play. A circus has been promoted and has
had its first showing in one of the larger parks before thousands
of children and adults, To this date a total of 209 men and
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women have been placed in thig project, and the impect of their
fine efforts has been most definitely felt. One R. F., 0, man
at the Tulare Lagoon had 105 youngbéers at one time in his
beginners swimming class." 2 :

ok R

- * The workers that are supervising this egpanse of Beach
are going especially fine work. They watch the beach play-
ground apparatus; instruct the numerous games and sporvs; and
superviee the gemeral order of the beach, all of which is
conducive to the general welfare of all beach-goers."”

The children are kept ococcupied by swimming lessons
according to their ability, beginning, intermediate and advanced.
During the intervening times they are kept busy playing volley
ball, indoor baseball, paddle tennis, checkers and sand modeling
for the tiny tots. Those interested in sailing and boating
have organized a sailing olub., Weekly boat races are held in
which keen competition and sportsmanship are exhibited. This
area is outstanding 1n;b£isg'n§ about the aim of Project #8231."

" One of the most marked accomplishmente of this project
has manifested itself in the work being done at the Brighton Beach
area. Brighton Beach is probably the largest single beach area
in this district. The work of beach supervision hae done much
to cause an inerease in use of this beach. That, in years before,
was known as the backyard of the Terminal Island. Oonstrutive
supervision here has helped the general morale of this beach to
gsuch an sxtent that 1t ranks with the best beaches."

e % ok % % B & &

¥ I have noticed a large increase in the number of children
attending these school playgrounds. The regular playground in-
structors, employed by the School department, have expressed tre-
mendous satisfaction for the type of people sent by department
under Job #821. All school mplaygrounds were overburdened with
_inadequately handled children. My past experience in public
affairs, and welfare in general, enables me to state that this
newly-created department is of tremendous value to the citizens
of the Qounty of Los Angeles,”

‘ttttitttt
" Out of six instances of prejudice against the playgrounds,
four mothers were won over by the workers sufficiently to send
their children either the very same day as called upon or the
day following the visit. Ohildren coming to the playground for
the first time in response to these neighborhood calls are given
special attention, i. e. being recognized and greeted cordially,
shown about the playground and taught how to use the equipment,
play games, and make themselves happy in general.”
® % & k & % h ® W
" It does one good to see the children playing and occupied
as it keeps them off the street. Most of the firls I have talked
with enjoy the work- they feel they are helping to bulld the
younger generation. Thursday morning I went to the Manchester
playground, it being "free swim" day, there wese 1000 children
there ranging in ages from 2 to 18, and it was a wonderful sight.
The attendance at all playgrounde is very good."

e —— .






