
· · n of D is to pro ct Calif. mia' people and environment from harmful ffects oft xic sub tanc b, restoring coownin-ated resourc~, 
enforcing hazardous waste la reducm hazardous w.1ste gene.ratio~ and encouraging the manufacture f chemicall afer prodocts. 

Whittaker-Bermite Facility 
21116 West Soledad Canyon Road, Santa Clarita CA 

SITE LOCATION AND HISTORY 
The Whitaker-B rmite Facility is in Santa Oarita, at 
22116 est oledad Canyon Road occupie about 996 
acre . The Facility, started making dynamite in the earl 
1930s. Later, fireworks and oil field e .. tplosives were 
made at the site. 

Product lines grew to flares, photoflash device for 
battlefield illumination and other explosive . Between 
1967 and 198 , the Facility a embled 20-millimeter 
(mm) and 30-mm ammunition rounds, detonator , 
fu es, boo ter , flares and signal cartridge , rocket 
motors, and missile main charges. 

The Facility made many products for the U.S. 
Department of Defense. This affected the number 
of staff, buildings needed, turnover of building 
usage, chemicals used, and waste by-products 
generated. Some products were made in mall 
quantities on an a -needed basi , while others were 
mass-produced. Other products remained in 
re earch and development stages. 
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Soil treatment compound and treatment cells 
for bio-treatment of perchlorate 

The manufacturing and te ting op ra · n cea ed in 19 7 
and dee mmissioning and cleanup of the production and 
assembly buildings that had tarted during 1980s 
continued under the ownership of anta Clarita LLC 
(SCLLC) which had purcha ed the site for a plann d mix 
use de elopment, After CI.LC defaulted, Whittaker took 
on the responsibility of ite cleanup that continues to date. 

The 996-acre hittaker-Bermite Facilit ite i bound by 
Bo uqu <!t Canyon R oad/ R ilro d A enue to tbe we r> We t 
Sol d d Ca nyon R ad to th north, and Golden V 11 y 
Road to the east . 



HY I CLEANUP ECES ARY? 
h mi al uch a p ta ium and magn sium 

p rchl rate (u ed in flare) and ammonium 
p rchlorat (u ed a olid r cket fu 1) were handled at 

th facility. ndu trial olvent such a 
trichl · r ethen (fCE) and t trachloroethene (PCE) 

·ere u ed for deanin part in manufacturing and 

peration . a te handlin that w re done in 
accordanc with the acceptable practice of tho e 
time re ulted in th relea e of wa te chemical to oil 

and groundwater hen ath the ite. Due to it high 
olubility and mobility, perchlorate was moved b 

groundwater a con iderable di tance, e entually 
reaching the nearby ff-sit water production wells. 
A a re ult, six water production well for the 
community that had low le els of perchlorate were 
hut down in 1997. To protect the groundwater 

resources, it was necessary to contain and cleanup the 
affected groundwater at the site. The oil under the 
former operation areas impacted by perchlorate and 
olvent needed to be cleaned up. fter CllC 

defaulted, the Department of Toxic Sub tances 
Control (DTSq i ued a cleanup and abatement 
order to Whittaker to examine and clean up the soil 
and gr undwater in the source areas beneath the site. 
Whittaker ha hired everal pecialty contractor to 

conduct soil and groundwater investigation and 
cleanup in compliance "With the DTSC order. 

HOW IS THE SITE BEING CLEANED UP? 
Under o Ter ight of the DTSC and ther regulatory 
agencie , Whittaker has worked with th local water 
companies to re tore lo t groundwater production for 
the communi by importing drinking water and b 
installing well-head treatment faciliti for the 
impacted wells. As a re ult of the e effort , two of 
the pr duction ells that were hut d wn in 1997 

ere re tarted in 2 1 and a third well will b 
restarted in 2017. Addi ti nal efforts for in tailing 
replac ment well by th ater purveyor are m 
progr 

The gr undwater pump ~nd treat sy tern a 
d sign d to captur and clean up c n aminat d eep 
ground'1 at r b n ath th it . i ht xtracti n w 11 
du t rs hav be n install d t multip1 d pth al ng 

the western border of the site to capture 
contaminated groundwater. In addition 24 
performance monitoring ·ells have been installed to 

e ·pand the existing groundwater monitoring wells 
network to monitor and confirm capture of 
contaminated groundwater at the site. Over 15)000 
feet of piping ha been installed to convey extracted 
water to the treatment sy tern located near the 
northern boundary of the site along Soledad Canyon 

Road. The treatment facility is equipped to remove 
the site chemicals from the extracted groundwater. 
Alo, a pilot-scale permeable reactive zone that was 
installed in subsurface along the n rthwestem 
boundary of the site near the etrolink station in 
2015, will be e "panded to capture and treat chemicafs 

in shallow water near the northern site boundary. 

The o erall goal of the ite cleanup program is to 
cleanup area of the ite where pa t wa te handling 

peration re ult d in chemical relea e t oil and 
gr und'1 ater the t may pre ent an unacc ptable risk to 
human h alth or the en ironment. The method are 
carried out ithin th general c · nte t of a cleanup 

plan that include tw primary pr c ses: in itu il 
vap r xtraction t remo e olatile organi 
c mpounds (V C ) from th ub urfac oil ; and, 

.. ca arion and itu bi remediation f the ils 

impacted ith p rchl rat . 



b en p rated at 15 ar a f th it t remo 

fr m ev n ar has b n ucce fully compl ted and ight area ar curr ntl • 
ar compl t d in th curr nt areas, the a ailable syst ms will be mov d t the 

quir C cl anu , -hich are currently under con truction. All op ration ha e 

rith th uth a t Air Quall - anagement Di trict rule and permit . 

, seem operatin 

Excav tion and ex situ bioremediation i being 
u ed to clean oil from areas contaminated with 

perchlorate. The contaminat d oil i dug-up, and taken 
to to a oil treatment facility at the ite where water and 
amendments are mixed with the il and then placed in 67 

treatm nt cell . The cell ar covered to prevent ambient 

air int raction and promote natural soil micro-organi ms 

(bacteria) population growth and biological break down of 
the perchlorat . Soil sample are often collected to 

monitor and record the progres of biodegradation. 
Typically, complete treatment i achieved within 20 to 30 
da T during the warm r summer months and from 45 to 
90 day during the cool r winter month . Upon 
completion, the cl an oil in the cells is removed, pread 

out to dry and then u ed to backfill the eJ cavation areas. 
With recent addition of equipment and construction of an 

additional treatment pad area and 57 more cell , the 
e ca ation and bior mediation of the perchlorate­
impacted oil is expected to be c mpleted in 2018. 

Due to the history of weapons and explosives handling 
and testing at this site, Whittaker retained a specialty 
contractor to survey the specific ite area where 
' munitions and explo ives of concern" (MEq were 
a sembled, stored, handled, or te ted. Item £ und during 
urve f the subject areas wer temporarily tored in afe 

storage chamber . Toes items wer "demilitarized" at the 
ite and th crap metal and fragments f uch material 

wer carefully inspected and rendered afe b fore hauling 
t a metal recycling facility. Based on re ults of the MEC 
survey , five landfill areas at the site were determined to 
contain munitions fragment . plan for management of 

th landfill ha been prepared and appr ved by DT C. 
C n truction activitie related to management f the fill 
areas is expected to begin in 2 17 and completed b mid-

2 18. 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 

WHITTAKER-BERMITE SITE CLEANUP 

What are the health risks? 

Th r ar n curr nt health ri k £ r p ple living, w rking r g in to ch 1 near th ite. 1 anup of the 

contaminant will pr ent th p tentiaJ f; r exp sure in th future. 

Is my water safe to drink? 

Ye . nvir nmental and public h alth a enci have water quality tandard in rd r t pr tect con umer and 

n ure public health and a£ ty. All drinking warer mu t b fa quality that meets the e high standards. Santa Clarita 

all ' drinkin wat r i te t d thr u hout th y ar and i safe to drink. F rm re in£ rmation about your drinking 

ater quality call 1our water c mpan or go to the Ca taic Lak Water Agency at wv.-w.clwgt. _ r 

Can winds blow contaminants into my neighborhood? 

Cl anup f the oil i curr ml underway and i car full monit r d t en ure public safety. If c ndition become 

windy the cleanup op ration i t pped. If y u ha e an c ncerns during high wind , call the City of Santa Clarita at 

661-259- ITY (24 9). 

Is storm water coming from the Site contaminated? 

t rm water and oil ro i n are captured on-site. The water is pumped t a treatment stem and contaminant are 

rem ed. The clean d wa er i relea ed int the anta Clara Riv r under a p rmit with th Lo Angele R gi nal 

Water Quality Control B ard. 

Who is pa,ying for the cleanup? 

Whittaker C rporation i paying D r th cleanup. 

What will happen to the property after it is cleaned up? 

DT C i onl re pon ibl for the cl anup f the it . ur g al i t pr tect public h alth and envir nm ntal 

re ourc . \1 d n t d cid what happen t th pr petty after cl anup i c mpleted. Th ity of anta Clarita i the 

public agenc that ha juri dicti n er futur land u f th ite. F r qu ti ns or c mm nt ab ut the futur u ·e 

f th cl aned pr perty contact the ity f anta larita Plannin Departrn nt at 661- 259- ITY (2489). 

Who can I contact for more information? 
If u ha e any u ti n r w uJd like t be add d t th mailin li t, ntact Sr. Pr j ct an g r J Diaz at ( 1 ) 

17-6614 r j e.diaz d c.ca. o, or Public Participati n peciali t Amanda D min u z at (323) 6 5-7125 r 
amanda.dominguez dt c.ca. 


