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n 1899 w n 

d i (Old Pal e as 
n P F b y, I l no is 

· nd four childr .n . (H h d em grated o 
ome t en yea s e · 1 · e . ) 1 . as the 

ug. 7 1893. One o e child - g rl ~as 
hen y fol s i lied n P dale my 

operated general e ch ndi se so re. He n' good 
pe so he old his store to Fe i ad et of. e 

ad a nice little farm jut 10 acr es . er sed so e lfalfa 
and had n ·ce orchard. At that tie e e ybody had plenty of 
. a er bu . for so e reason or other a n ate co pany as 
o ed and al l of hose first settl ers los hei a t er rights 

and they ere e lly out of luc . y f the dug by hand and 
indlass a well 250 feet dee p. One h ng I 1 lass re you 
e wsn't at the botto doing the di ggi g - he s on top or ng 
. e · .. indl ss. How he ever got anyon e to go do n there and do 
e digg ng was always a ystery. They got plenty of ·ater for 

do,·es ic use and he put up a · indmi 1 and that p t o ed out 
fine. ·e ll things went fro bad to worse - rying to fa m with­
out · rrigating witer, but then the r ea l t r agedy h ppened . y 

other passed away hen the last child my · ttle s ister otte 
· as born. Then my father was in real trouble. ine children 
to raise and no mothe r. 

Someth ing had to be done as there si ply as no chance to 
a ea liv·ng in Palmdale. Somewhere along the 1·ne y father 

got in ouch with a French slicker by the nae of Leon v·cett. 
icett's nephew was supposed to have fi led on a 160 acre hoe­

s ead at Eli~abeth L e - 20 iles west of Pal dale. Vicett 
made a deal with my father to trade his homestead r "ght ( which 
he never had in the first place) for the 10 acres of land in 
Palmdale ( which wasn't any good either. ) 

So in 1898 the family proceeded to . ove to Elizabeth Lake. 
e had four boney but faithful horses and an old wagon, and how 

we ever got the ov1ng job done is another ~stery. The hoe­
stead had no buildings of any kind, no water. The land was 
solidly covered with brush and timber of all kind. Put yourself 
1n that spot and try and see how it ust have felt. My father 
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hings started getting li tt e 
r was instrumental i n getting th 
ted it for at least 25 years ig 
together and worked hard. en 

didn't know wh t money loo ed like 
en I as 12 years old driving the horse on a 
received 75¢ a day for a ten hour day, and y 
or ed for was a real oldti er in t h v lley; 

Fra es, a fine friend and neighbor. 

en on . 

e 

y 
He 

all 

C 
e 
a 

y f ther would work t anyth · ng h col d get be · 
on the homestead. In the sum erti e he ould work fo Max 
or Sill Radloff, two of the real oldtimers in the valley. 
the h ybailerjob he would 9et $1.50 per d y, nd on the t 

o ng 
Godde 
On 
sher 

Of 2.00 a day. For a ten hour day that was the tandard pay. 
course his meals were included. These peo pl were all gre 
friends and they used to really celebrate on New Years Eve at 
the John Ritter Winer~ located eight miles west of Palmdale. 

Another tragedy happened in 1911 when our good friend ana 
neighbor Gottlob Ritter's daughter, Harth , 15 years old, as 
acc1dently shot with a shot gun and it practically shot off her 
left elbow. Had that happened in his d y nd ge the worst 
would have b n a stiff rm. Th cc dent h ppened at four 
o'clock in the fternoon, nd no doctor within 30 miles. Hy 
brother, Eli, goth s bet te m of horses nd drove most of the 
night to meet the four o'clock train 1n the early morning. The 
Los Angeles County Hospital met the tr in in L.A. with an ambulance 

nd inside of two hours a fine surgeon operated on the arm. But 
1t w s too 1 te. Blood poison had set in nd he had to take the 

rm off at the shoulder. The doctor gave her one chance in a 
thousand to survive, and luckily she did. She is the most remark ~le 

14 



I• t • 1 1 I ' ·~ . ~ 

' 

h h 1 

n t\ 

r t1r d from y gr bu i 
won't be too boring it; 
t n thew ste basket. 
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8.S. The old or191n 1 house that y fat r bu ·1 t · s no on 
exhibition at Glen Settles' Gol d ne t Ro s a mond. 

~out 1910. • • Mrs. Nye was the te cher. 

T e old Belleview School, S.E. come St~ est & Ave. N. - Quartz Hill. 
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