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VAL VERDE PARK HISTORY

Val Verde has a long and illustrious past. I the early years it was a retreat for the affluent black community
of central Los Angeles, often called the Black Palm Springs. The swimming pool, pageants, parades attracted
large crowds and many co-sponcers. The park was a focal point for citizen involvement. Through the years the
neighborhood grew and slowly changed. Currently it is mostly Hispanic, with a sizable Caucasxan population,
and a few black families in the area.

The Beginning In 1924 Sidney P. Dones sold parcels of land to Eureka Ville (original name). The depres-
sion hit the area hard. On June 20, 1927 the first of 53 acres was secured from Val Verde Properties. Harry M.
Waterman donated the land to Los Angeles County with the provision that is was to be developed and main-
tained as a county park. The Superintendent of Recreation Camps and Playgrounds together with the County
Forester, were instructed to proceed with preparation of an application to the W. P. A. in July 1935. The W. P.
" A. made further improvements. Dedication of the swimming pool came in April of ‘39. The project was com-
pleted a year later. November 1949 saw the addition of the tennis courts. In 1950 Mr. Waterman was granted a
concession agreement. He is the “Father of Val Verde.” Val Verde Park was adopted as the official name of the
park by the board of supervisors in January 12th 1954. The park contained a club house and pool.

‘Leon Perdue came to the County in 1942. He was the first “Negro director in the state of California.” He
was a talented man. Working with the Chamber of Commerce he orchestrated a wide variety of programs that
included Bathing Beauty Pageant, and Musclemen Show’s, Fourth of July Dances, Christmas programs for tiny
tots, and many lesser events. Leon’s motto was “It is a great deal easier to work WITH people.”

The Coronation Ball was started in 1952 and held on the first Saturday in June. The tradition of the ball
was to present to the public the spirit of young people seeking the “enjoyment and the participation in social
events” The girls ranged in ages 14 to 18. A scholarship program was set up. Green Valley Festival Parade
sponsored annually by the Chamber of Commerce. This parade started by James Barksdale in 1952. It in-
cluded floats, marching bands, and community groups. The Val Verde League was founded by Ada Polk to
establish a badly needed health center. The Benevolent Variety Artists Inc. was organized in 1947. The idea
was born when Ruth Mills, Myrtle Fortune and May Johnson saw a once well known performer selling
pencils.

. Marguerite Carr was appomted president of the Val Verde Chamber of Commerce in 1960, after James
Barksdale was forced to resign due to.illness. She was a member of several civic groups including the Republi-
can Party. She was the first black to graduate from the Hollywood International Hair Stylist School.

Many improvemients were made to the park between April, 1957 and July 1961. Some of the enhancements
included building a steel water reservoir, pool rehabilitation, and park signs.

The property was used by various businesses and groups such as Newhall Land and Farming Company,
Reverend Dixon, James Hughes, and others through out the years. Val Verde was also used as a boys camp by
the probation department. '

Val Verde gets a face lift 1973 The playground equipment and Multi-Purpose building were upgraded.
Warn out kitchen equipment was replaced. Lighting was improved. Recreation Supervisor James Edwards
was killed at Val Verde Park in 1978. In 1981 Supervisor Antonovich directed the Housing and Community
Development Funds for water system improvements.

Val Verde continues to be the cultural and recreational focal point of the neighborhood. The Department of
Parks and Recreation maintain a pool and pool house; lighted athletic ficlds, including sofiball, basketbail, and
tennis courts. The club house, houses the recreation office, The Boys and Girls Club, and a representative from
the Sheriff’s Activity League. L. A. County Department of Community and Senior Services use the park as a
distribution point. The Samuel Dixon Family Health Center sponsors the Healthy Kids Club. Many other relig-
ious and civic organizations take advantage of this historic and scenic facility.

'From 1960 recreation Val Verde Brochure
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THE BEAUTTFUL FLAYVGROUYD

What Val Varde Eas To Cffer

Delightful Year Around Clirate... Three Churches: Baptist, Methodist,
' FolinesS.eieese,
Magnificient Swimming Pool....... '
Three Schoél Buses Daily.eeeees..
Recreé'tian............o...o.-...-- . )
| 250 Hoines Established. Cetensesene
Ternnis CourtSe.eeeeesessvoveseons 4
4 Very Scenic Location Among Mountains.
Children's Playground....ce.eoees . _ )
Lo Miles from The Noisy, Rushing City.
Pienic FaCilitieS-o-.-----oo----r A

VAL VERDE PROPEFTIES LTD.

Harry M. Waterman (Manager) Jack R, D.riv‘er (Sales Marirager)
4796 W, 17th Street o 'San Martinez Road
Los Angeles, Californis Val Verde Park, California

PEONE: WEbster 4-9772
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LOS' ANGELES -COUNTY

Otto Jensen, Burbank, Calif,

l

103 ANGELEZ COUNTY BOARD QOF SUPERVISORS 1957

From left o Right: Supervisox Kenneth Hahn, Second District; Supervisor Herbert C.
Legg, First District; Supernsor John Anson Ford, Third Districts Supervisor Burton W,
Chace, Fourth le’trim dad Supervisor Warren Dorn, Fifth Districg.



WHAT IS THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE?

HOW IT IS ORGANIZED

The members, according to the By-Laws
provisicna, elect a Board of Directors
whose members serve without pay. They de-
ternine policies and the general course and
operations of the Chamber. Necessary com-
mittees are set up from the general member-
ship under supervision of the Board. A
high percentage of the total membership of
the Chamber serve on various committees.

HOW IT IS FINANCED

The Chamber is supported primarily by
the members of the community, representing
business, industry, or the professions who
" are interested in stimulating new and im-

. proved business and in building a better
community. Each member, individual or firm,
is expected to subscribe a fair share of the
totsl cost of sustaining the Chamber's
effort in the commumnity. :

" WHAT DOES IT DO

The Chamber of Commerce works to improve
business and build a better community. It
affords the businesses, industries, and the
profsssional people the necessary vehicle
or channels through which they can carry on
a continous year-round, and ysar-after-year
~ program of development, civic activities,

public ralations for the community, and
other types of jobs, depending upon the loc~
al needs and conditions. Thus through their
own organized efforts, the members of the
Chamber obtain many direct and indirect
benefita.

The ¥Yal Verde Chamber of Commerce works
to build public sentiment on may civic
problems in the community's intersst, and
works closely with other organizations and
publioc offiocials., Other works of the Val
Verde Chamber of Commerce are for health,
saf'ety, transportatlon, and beautification
of the community.,

The Chamber of Commerce is gathering a
working library of directories, reports,
surveys, maps, iravel information, and other
material available for the inspection and
uge of ils members.,
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JOIN THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NOW

WEO CAN AND SHOULD BELONG

Membership in the Val Verde Park Chambe:
of Commerce is open to all business, ind-
ustries, and professional men and women.
Anyone who is not in business or a profess:
ion, but is a resident of Val Verde is
eligible as a resident member. The rare
exception to this rule would be illegimate
or unethical operators or those so small
that annual income does not even support
a8 much as one person.

There is no obligation other than the
payment of proportinate amnnual dues, and
a willingness to serve on committees (if
one ocan) and help carry out the Chamber's
functions. There is no more profitable
investment available to any businessman,
industrialist, professional man or resident
than his annual financial investiment in

the loocal Chamber of Commerces.
Anyone who is eligible to join the
Val Verde Chamber of Commerce will find
it advantageous to do so,
- For information regarding membership in

The Val Verde Chamber of Commerce, write to
Box 104-W, Route 3, Saugus,, Ca;ifornia.

R AKX NN
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ABOUT OUR PRESIDENT

~ Val Verde is on the up-swing once again.
Mrs. Marguerite Carr, well-known hair sty-
list, is back in the lime light after six
Years absence., Mrs. Carr's career began
when she graduated from the Hollywood Inter-
national Hair Stylist School. She was the
first Negro to graduate from this school.

In sddition, Mrs. Carr has received training"

from the Marinello School of Beauty Culture
under the guidance of Comar and Tate. She

is currently at Mr. Karl Jefferson's Fabu-

lous Beauty City, 4914 South Broadway.

Mrs. Carr.is president of the Val Verde
Chamber of Commerce. She was appointed to
this position due to the illness of Mr. James
Barksdale which forced him to resign. Mrs.
Carr is highly respected by her professional
associates and is well known as a humanita-
rian and civic leader. She is a member of
the Alpha Chi Omega Sorority, The Women's
- Sunday Morning Breakfast Club, The Pasadena
Inter-racial Woman's Club, The Republican
Party and other groups.

Mrs., Carr promoted Val Verde Park's fi:
"Goodwill Relationship Day" while she wag
six year resident, bringing together many”
representatives of all racial groups in it
area. This program was initiated in 1952
along with Val Verde's first benefit Conce
which presented Mr. Marvin Hayes. Mrs.
Carr was instrumental in obtaining a sub-
station post office in Val Verde thereby,
saving the residents a drive of 15 miles.

ABOUT HER FAMILY:

Mrs., Carr is the daughter of Mra. Ella
Moore, & well known missionary worker now
living in San Fernando Valley, California,
and the late Leav Moore of Independence,
Missouri, who was one of Los Angeles pio-
neer businessmen. Mrs, Carr is a native
Angeleno. Her mother, Mrs. Ella Moore was
born in Sparta, Illinois. One of her mate:
nal aunts, Jessie Cole Grayson, was a fam-
ous concert singer and movie actress. Mrs.
Pannie Williams asnother maternal aunt is
s member of the Wilfandel Club, as well as
founder of the club.
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(Continued
from P. 4)

A MAN AND HIS DREAMS

to see my faith materialize. Not only have
I given my time and substance in the devel-
opment of my dream, but I have given the
greatest of all gifts--lifa,

My door has always been open t0 any and
all who have come to me for help, whatever
their need might be.

I 5till hold in wy youthtul heart the
dream that Val Verde will one day become
the Utopia of the West.

e D o e T

JOIN THE VAL VERDE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
TODAY



1956 Queen Betty Jean Tolson
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é’_/@ THE CORONATION BALL § ™\5

Sponsored by The Val Verde Park

Chamber of Gommérce

The beginning of the Coronation Ball was
in 1952 under the presidency of Mr. James
Barksdale. The contestants of this event
ranges between the ages of 14 to 18, and
are chosen by the number of tickets they
sell. Proceeds from the ticket sales go
into several channels. One, the sale of
tickets provides the prizes for the con-
teastants. 1iwo, the bills oreated for the
expenses of the Ball and the Festival parade

which follows the Ball are paid from the sale
of tickets. The third and last is that the .

revenues remaining goes into the treasury
for future committments, such as, a scholar-

ship for the Queen.

Mra. Carr, the current president, who
succeeded Mr, James Barksdsale is msking
plans toward & sound scholarship program

headed by a committee of the Chamber of

Commerce.

The Coronation Ball is held annually on
the first Saturday in June at the Val Verde
County Park . The Queen of the Ball reigns
over the Festival Parade and all activities
of the Chamber for the year. Runner-ups
in the '"Vote Me Queen" contest are awarded
prizes also. - ‘

This tradition of the Coronation Ball,
presents to the public the spirit of young
people seeking the enjoyment and the parti-
oipation in social events which is a part
of popularizing an area of development.

hanks should be given to the young
ladies who have toiled over selling the
tickets. The greatest number of tickets

. 80ld indicates the popularity of the girls.

The Chamber of Commerce stirives each year
to present a bigger and better Coronation

Ball. :



A MAN--AND HIS DREAMS

. By Harry Waterman
Raaltor, Val Verds Properties LTD.

I am tha only original developer of Val®
Verde Properties who is now living. I was
born in Pect, Michigan just seventy-nine
years ago. I succeded my father in the
mercantile business and was eminently suc~
cessful. Because of i1l health, I decided
to move my family to the sunshine of Calif-
ornia; locating in San Diegoc in 1915. Th
Three years later I moved to Los Angeles,
where I have since resided. Becoming inter-
ested in Real Estate, I purchased the land
which ia now lmow as Val Verde Properties.

Looking with the syes of a draam upon
the sun-kissed valley and wooded hills, I
had an inspired vision of the future possi-
bilities of this valley. I eavisioned it
a3 some day becoming a veritable paradise
for my fellowmen and their families as thsy
wecame cwners of comfortable homes in this
idyllic spot. That was my drsam thirty-
two years ago and in my characteristic bua-
iness-1iks manner, I set about o make it
coma trua,

I Aecnated fifty-three acras of my land
to Los Angeles County with the provision
that it was to be developed and maintained
as a county park. The park waa dedicated
and opened to the public in 1929, It is
now known as Val Verde County Park,

T

This park, located in ths hsart of Val
Varde, has now 2ll the facilities for out-
door and indoor snjoymeni, including 3

w1

DYSeVAUUD GML VUL AV LYY ULUDIIVUS8, 8180 &
Tine swimming pool. This pool, second to
none, was the results of three years of
intensive effort on the part of Supervisor
McDonough and myself. With the splendid
cooperation of the Government during the
days of the _WQPcAa, it finally became a
reality and was dedicated in 1940. The
pool has proved to be a main attraction
to young and 0ld alike and has proved to
be a sourceée of health and happiness also,
during the summer months.

Some of the first houses in Val Verde
were built by me, and now as the little
commnity has grown, many prominent busi-
ness and professional men and women are
owners of beautiful homes in the Valley.
The population today is approximately five

“hundred.

Val Verde maintains an organization
known as the Val Verde Improvement Aasocia-
tion. I was one of its organizers.

San Martinez Chitquito, the main .
throughfare which cuts through the heart
of Val Verde, was built by the County and
in the further development of the sub-
division, I laid out and financed all of
the connecting roads.

Then began the long struggle for an
adaquate water supply for the rssidents.
The equipment and installation of the
water system was financed by myself. Later,
a water distriot was organized and in 1952
I so0ld oui my interssis to the new water
district.

Vad Verde is sﬁraLy standing on the thres-~

hold of 2 new erm. The rscently proposes
developmaent by the Newhall Land and Farm-
ing Company for a model business and resi-
dential city smbracing 8,500 acrss of land
ad jacent to Val Yerde, will be ths means
of opening the doors of Val

In speaking

The dream is taking shape.
to my friends of the early days of the

struggle I have stated: "At times i
hard going to even make a 11v1ngegurfn;as

the depression. My family and friends
oegged me to drop the whole thlng, but my
faith was 8till strong. I hed given the
people my word and I couldn't let them.
down. I am glad I have lived long enough

contiaused



Supervisor Warran Dorn Crowning Gueen Miss Pearline Crudup.
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1956 Coronation Ball Queen and her Court. Left to right: Sylvia Mitchell, Ladrena
Hewitt, Venetta Owens, Virginia Owens, Jacqueline Ford, Queen Betty Jean Tolson,
Msxcia Seruby, Theresa Goodson, Lou Anne Richmond, Judy Hawkins and Patricia Wright.
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1957 Queen and her Court. Left to rightt Dernell Avery, Hessie Lee Player, Lou Ann
Richmond, Queen Pearline Crudup, Supervisor Warren Dorn, Lillie Cook, Frances Henderson,

and Charlene Jones.



1957
Lef't
Mrs,

Queen of Coronation Ball and members of Val Verde Park Chamber of Commerce.

to right front rows Allice Gafford, Cora Jean Banks, Queen Pearline Crudup,
Clinton Rayford., Second row: Mary Cartwright; President of Chamber Marguerite

Carr, Lucille Burton, Onie Myers.
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1958 Queen and her Court: Left to right:
Crudup, Lou Ann Richmond, Virginia Brooks.

11

Barbara Kixrby, Brenda Holmes, Pearline
Seated: Queen Gwen Moore



QUZEN AND FRINCESSE OF 1959 PARADE
Queen shown in pages

of storybook before being crowned at "Make Believe Ball®,
Lert to right: Annie Brown, Gueen George Ann Wims and Patricia Howard.

12



The 1959 COrohation Queen

George Ann Wims
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Queen and her court who reigned over
parade of 1959. Left to right: =Edith
Jordan, Ernestine Tillery, Patricia
Howard, Queen George Ann Wims, Gwen
Moore, 1958 queen, Brenda Holmes, Annie
Brown, Ruth Virginia Jones and Mary
Henderson.



QUEEN'S FIOAT MARCHING GROUP

GREEN VALLEY FESTIVAL PARADE. SPONSORED ANNUALLY BY THE -CHAMBER OF COMMERCE .

The festival Parade began in 1952 under the reign of Mr. James Barksdale. This asvent
marks the opening of the season in Val Verde Park. The playground, clubhouse and swim-
ming pool are opened to the public. The Chamber of Commerce enters three floats in
this parade. Until 2 years ago, the floats for the Chamber were designed and decorated
by the ladies of the Chamber of Commerce. Floats for parade may be entered by clubs,
organizations ete. For information write Rt. 3, Box 104-W, Saugus, California.

14



Foresters

Gay La Tiers Shriners
15
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Chairman of judges, John Catcus (left) talking with some of the
speaker, N.A.A.C.P. President, Atty. James Akers.

judges and guest
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Mr. William L. Dungey is making a Garnell Cooper and his Kin Folks,
students of Jordan High School,

presentation to JacktDr%ver of Val Verda .
Properties Real Estate Company. urnished the musioc at the Co .
1, alao marchad in parade.ronatlon
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Bob Scott and wife Ann, trick riders, are the owners of a riding stable in Val Verde.
Mr, Scott teaches riders to do the stunts which thrill thousands at rodeos, shows,
fairs, and similar events throughout the country. Mrs. Scott is pictured on her trick
horse, Mr. Scott pictured at right. ‘ \



RECREATION
By

Leon Perdue

November agenda includes basketball
skills for junior boys, Veteran's Day
Observance, a dance for teenagers, table
tennis tournment, and a vollayball tourna-

" ment. December will witness the annual

18

Christmas Pageant for the small, free throw
tournament for boys, and young men's basket
ball league games. January through the
spring season will see junior football,
tennis olinics, basketball tournaments, and
winter junior baseball league, also a yo-yo
tournament, local and inter agency softball.
Marbles contest is for March, although the
main consideration for this month will be
track. April will see the table tennis
tournament with local champions defending
their distriot and county-wide championship. -

The loocal director of Val Verde Park
is yours truly. I came to the county direct-
orship service in 1942, I was the first
Negro director in the state of California
to be given a permanent appointment as such;
it being understood with the appointment
that I would serve as a "guinea pig" in a
manner of speaking in reference to further
appointments being made available for this
group. Through faithful and diligent ser-
vice, I have Just;\.fi.ed the trust placed
in me.

Most notable program presented annual-
ly at Val Verde is the Pool Opening and
Fegtival Parade which is sponsored by the
Val Verde Park Chamber of Commerce and
co-sponsored by the Parks Department, The

‘Bathing Beauty Pageant and Musclemen's

Show, The Fourth of July Dance session
for young people, and the Chriastmas prog-
ram for tiny tots. Other outstanding
events are: the Pool Carnival and Ballet,
& summer Talent Show, Baby Show, Pet Show,
and the Hobby Show. Mrs. Alice Gafford,
a local resident is the sponsor of the
latter show. .

A full agenda in wood, metal, wea.ving,
painting, radio, and kindred crafts are
made available all year long in this
area. -

- For 13 years I was charged with the
sole responsibility of operating and
supervising the swimming pool, its person-
nel and machinery. My motto is "It is a
great deal easier to work WITH people."



TEENAGER RECCRD HOP WITH HUNTSR HANCCCE ZROUGET TC VAL VIADE PARK CLU""CUSE

j=38
FIRST TIME BY THE VAL VERDE FARK CHAIBER OF CCMVEROE, SEFTEZMBER 1558,
20
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”TM% DEDICATION OF TREE TO MRS. MARGUERITE CARR, CHAMBER PRESIDENT §3‘;'
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THE VAL VERDE LEAGUE fouhded by Mrs.
Ada Polk is a non-profit organization
which donates it services to the commun-
ity éf Val Verde.

The League is currently establishing a
badly needed health center for the
community.

The Val Verde League is asking you read-
ers and your fiieﬁda who have Val Verde

Park at interest donate cdntributions to-

ward making this center a great establish-

ment.

21
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For information regarding the Val Verde
League contact Mrs. Ada A. Polk, 3764

La Salle Avenue, Los Angeles 18, Calif.
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JOIN THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NOW
Write to Route 3, Box 104-~W

Saugus, California
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(&£ VAL VERDE PARK by Bdward L.

Not so far from the bustling and hustl-
ing life in the fast growing metropolis of
Southern California, and up over the San
Fernendo Road, (U.S. Highway 99), over to
(Highway 126) San Martinez Chiquito Canyon,
you will find acres of rolling hills.

‘This is Val Verde. _ValvVerdé is 45

miles from Los Angelea, over one of Southern-

California's most scenic short mountain
drives, with an elevation of 1,200 to 1,400
feet above sea level. Val Verde is rapidly
becoming one of the most invigorating and
healthful resorts on the Coast.

Much is being .gradually learned about
the early history of this particular section
of the San Martinez Chiquito Canyon during
- the days of the Franciscan Padres, and the

rumored stories of romance, bandit hideouts,
Indians, and cayalcades.

From inspiring Sun Rise Hill, wheara ths
" 2

~

Lisk OO

sacred Easter Morning services are held,
you can look down upon the park grounds
and see evidence of a future and greater
improvement program that, thanks to Los
Angeles County, Mr. Harry Waterman, and
some of our progressive minded civie:
leaders, will stamp Val Verde tha great-
83t and most popular resort for our growy
in this great country of ours.

THE BEGINNING OF VAL VERDE
(Originally Eureka Villa)

In 1924 the late Sidney P. Dones open-
ed Eureka Villa. Lots were sold to
many people and the area began to expand
more and more. Then the depression came
and slowed the purchase of lots, but by
1939, things were getting back to normal
and the corner stone was laid for the
swimming pool. Organizations were being
formed to better conditions in the
community.
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30 YEARS OF COUNTY PLANNING

The Newhall Ranch unveiled its long-
avwajted plans for developing the resident-
ial, industrial, commercial and oultural
regources of the middle valley of the Little
Santa Clara. This envisages the development
" of the entire eastern end of the historic

Newhall Land and Farming Company Ranch, cov-~

ering a total area of 8,500 acres,

This could mesn a population of 65,000
to 75,00 people. The plans revealed the
establishment of a junior college, two
high schools and 15 elementary schools.

The ares would also provide enormous
shopping centers located conveniently for
the pormlsition center. It would provide
libraries, museun and art ocenters. There
would be ample areas for industrial, com-
mercial and service activities to support

the population.

*  HeAARK

SUPPORT YOUR CHAMBER

23

WHAT IT MEANS TO VAL VERDE

Val Verde will be & dose-in surburbd
of a oity of 50,000 to 75,000 population
as planned. Plans are for industry to
meke it a self supporting city. This
will mean jobs for Val Verde home-owners.
With the future of schools, shopping cen-
ters, medical centers, etc., Val Verde
would be the foremost resort area on the

West Coast. . The future looks bright

and with the present help of the Chamber
of Commerce and its supporters, Val Verde
can prepare itself for this development.

I HHH RN

DON'T FORGET TO JOIN THE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE TODAY......
AND GET IN ON THE GROUND FLOOR

OF A GROWING COMMUNITY.



Mission San Fernando

\_-—Z— LANDMARKS NEAR VAL VERDE PARK >

This Mission was established in 1797
by Father Fermin Lasuen, Presidente of the
California Missions after the death of
Father Serra. The adobe duildings were
constructed by the Indians, for their own
use, under the direction of the Padre and
a few skilled workmen brought up from
Mexico. The main large building of the
Mission (with the arches facing the street),
~and the Chapel are still the Criginal Struc-~
turea : :

The California Missions were great
reservations established by Spain and
placed under the cars of the Pranciscans so
that the Padres could teach the Indians to

prepare them for citizenship in the Colo- o 3

nies, This never was achieved because the sz?t;gigi1§;§kLa%§1;hgamligz igom d
settlers grabbed the land of the Indians as -Piru). Y hind
soon ‘as they could, and made them into ser-

vants. Today the race is practically gone. g;z:;;g’ Water Sking, and

About 1950 ‘the one-story buildings wera
carefully restorad and are azeen as they
stood in their prime.

€D
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Theme Float:
California Here I Come.

Float designed by

Mrs, Mignon L. Cabell,
teacher, Los Angeles ity
Board ot Education

Chamber of Commerce Float.

'Floats pictured

were tne last

floats made by members

of tne Chamber of Commerce
- 1956.

Queen's Flbat

Grand Marshall Mr. virgil Walker

5
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BENEVOLENT VARIETY ARTISTS, INC.

Seated: (From left to right) Suzette Harbin, Dottie Seaman, Mae Johnson, Juanita
Berry, Carita Harbert, Nadine Cole, Louise Franklin, and Etta Wilson.

Standing: Mable Scott, Lucille O'Daniels, Julliet Ball, Doris Pitts, Myrtle Manos,
Lena Torrence, Avanelle Harris and Louise Franklin. Ruth Mills, President now shown.

28104 8th Avenue REpublic 3-6637 Los Angeles 18, California



The Benevolent Variety Artists Inc. was organized in July of 1947, with a charter
group of tweniy-six young women of the show world. The idea was born when Ruth Mills,

Myrtle Fortune and May Johnson saw a once well-known performer selling pencils. This
man, who had been in show business all of his life, was now eking out a living selling
pencils because he had suffared a siroke and could no longer earn his living in the

only way he knew--as an sntertainer.

They discussed it with other young women in show business, and it was decided that

something should be done so that those who brought happiness and wealth and good cheer
to others should not have to endure alone the heartaches that may befall them. From
this discussion, The B.V.A., state-chartered, non-profit , charitable organization was

founded.

Realizing that people in their profession are usually the first to experiance num-
erous hardships under our ever changing economic conditions, their dedicated purpose is
to appropiate funds for a home for those of their world who are in need, and to give

moral and financial support to their less fortunate colleagues.

To this end they have established a building fund. The generocus support of the
.community, donations in time and talent of fellow artists, and contributions have helped
then in the great task they have set for themselves. For the B. V. A.'s as the organi-
zation has come to be lkmown, has had the privilege to be of assistance both financially

and morally, to many of their less fortunate colleagues.

With the continued support of the community_and their contributions, knowing that
their cause is natural, right and just, the Benevolent Artists continue to earnestly

labor toward their goal.

OFFICERS

Juanita MooTe Burrifle. csssscsccscassncrssassssesss.President

May JONNSOMeccesevssssscnsssoscnsasssssessasassssoasVice-Presidant
Carolyn Lamkin...;...........................,......Financial Seoratgrj
Joan Crobmes.......................;................Treaeurqr
Suzette Bailey...oeeienesrrerenncsocnsssrersesssses.Corresponding Secretary
Louise Franklin...e.seseeeesicisssssssesnssnasesssssChairman-Board of Dirsctors
Mae Davis.seeeeniveinneee setssecssesnsssocascnseesoSgbe~at-Arms

| Myrtle.ﬁanos....a.....;..........;..................Program Chairman

LenSgCQOPQI‘H--~-----n-o---.."-.........-..........Business Managﬂr
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PRINTING

Book Matches
Businezs Printing Calendars

Advertising Novelties Office Supplies

NATIONAL PRESS OF CALIFORNIA
Represented by: Phone Number
Wally Hunter DUnkirk 2-4013
P.0. BOX 5670, Matro Station

Los Angeles 54, Californisa

Advertising Specialties

WE SPECIALIZE |

LOW (OS
SCHOOL & SALE
INCENTIV
AWARD

TROPHIES » PLAQUI
BADGES « GAVEL
RIBBONS » MEDAI
AWARD JEWELR

‘CLASS AND EMBLEM PIN
FINE ENGRAVINi

~ GOLD STAMPIN(
CUSTOM DESIGNINC

IMPERIAL romiy'c
10661 WEST PICC
LOS ANGELES, CALIF

PLACE YOUB ADVERTISING WITH US TO-DAY - HELP YOU ON YOUR WAY

Bulova . Gruen

REHTE THTH 1IN

kS ¢ 0((ASIOHS

ether Name Brands
Custom Jewelry
Diamonds -
Men's Jewelry -
\vlomeﬁ’es J ewelry
Bilverwars
Rings
}hina.;vaie'

Appliances

5923 So. Broadway
Los Angeles , California

PLeasant 94185

_ KOUSTONS /w@

Terms to suit your budget

Guaranteed

Watch and Clock Repair

Stone~setting

Ring-sized

r

PHONE

28



HOLB ERT.s ' COMFLIMENTS OF

| ' ‘ ALLEN'S
Lethn Somiz SUNDRY STORES

"A Holbert Letter is Better" * Fountain Service

4927 S, Broadway, Los Angeles, California

Phone: Webster 4-2401
- w Complete Line of Cosmetics and
Webster 4-6282 Hair Preparation

B.F., Young's Products.,..Hazel Bishop..

5566 W, Adams Blvd, Blanchard...Westmore,. ..Madame Walkers..

Custom Jewelry, Eose, Toiletries, Kodak

Los Angeles 16, California
supplies, Stationery.

Phone or write - Mail orders promptly filled.

Complete Fountain Service

VAL VERDE ADS AND SERVICE IS CCNVENIENT WiZEN YOU EAVE SCHMETHING TO BUY, SELL CR RENT.

CLUB HOUSE/2/2

VAL VERDE COUNTY PARK

Specializing in Home-cooked Food

Eleanor Briggs Adams (Frop.)
Hamburgers - Hot Dogs - Fried Chicken
OPEN 2K HOURS

Cold Trinks Ice Cream p

Proprietors
‘ 4915 S, Central Avenue

. _ , Los Angeles, California
Birdie Thomas Glorietta Eatfield

PHONE ADams 2-89:2
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When in Val Verde Park

Stop at

CARTWRIGHT S MOTEL
23668 Concourse Road

Route 3 Box 105%,Saugus, California
For Reservations -Newhall 8748-Rlk
A1l Year Round Cooling and Panel

Heat in Each Motel

COMPLIMENTS OF

MABEL HENDERSONS RAN(,H

PATIO PARTIES SPECIAL PARTIES
. For Information

Pheone Newhall 8819-J5

Route 3 Box 934, Saugus, Calitornia

. COMPLIMENTS OF

VIYER'S RANCH

nComfortable Small Cabins
for your Convenience"

val Verde Park

Route 3 Box 112X
Saugus, California

. No Nééd'for'Reservations

- COMPLIMENTS OF

CARR'S Aiomins A/ﬂ/ff

Reasonable Weekly Rates

Phone ADams 2-9272,

Mrs. Marguerite Carr (Prop.)
5011 South Central Ave,

- Los Angeles, California




e ¢

EUREKA VILLA

Around Health Re;ort

Ac;ss oN EASY TerRMs
{0ADS _Now INSTALLED

A AMBASSADOR PARK CO. :: LOS ANGEIES
HUmbolt 2306 Qfics 2702 CEnTRAL Ave,

EMpire 9470

In 1928, Eureka

Villa (later called
Val Verde)
opened as a
year-around
health resort.

Mr. Phillis

(at left) is
standing with
his family. He
was a salesman
for Eureka Villa
in 1925.

n the mid-1920s, African Americans suffered discrimination in Los

Angeles. Black-owned businesses were torched. Blacks couldn’t use
most beaches or public swimming pools, let alone compete with whites for
high-paying jobs. Newspaper publisher Charlotta Bass came upon a 30-acre
tract in Hasley Canyon and established the town of Eureka. It seemed the
| erfect spot for a resort community where blacks could escape the inner city
and picnic, ride horses, dine in peace, and own second homes. Nicknamed
the “Black Palm Springs,” Eureka became Val Verde.

The photo above
shows two solders:
March Banks, (left) and
Major Hammond. Both
men served in World
War II. They are
standing in front of

a lunch room.

The picture to the left
shows one of the first
homes built in

Val Verde.




Lydia Washington _Gladys Osborne

Marguerite Carr
BEAUTY CITY
(Mr. Kafg,Jefferson’sxFabulous)
A SALON TREMENDOUS
Helen Johnson Ethel Phillips
Cora Galloway Mény Smartt
ADams 4-1992
Lustra-silk.....Léntay
Process-Silky-strate-Croquinole-Flip-curls

491k S, Broadway, Los Angeles, California

© AT WORK - AT PLAY - AT HOME

EVERYWHERE!
| IN THE FUBLIC.EYE |
Your H,A. Counts
H.A. 1s Hair sppeal
* Damaged Hair? |
*Lost Hair?

*Stubtborn Growth?
“In-tetween Growth?

Your hair problem can be solved. Suddenly
you'll look beautiful with Nu-Hsir that looks
as though it had always been your own.

Consult: ADams 4.9584

NU-HAIR .

4502 S. 3roadway, Los Angeles, Calif.

COMFLIMENTS OF

The House of’ GLAMOL/R

"Complete Beauty Service"

Operators: Phone: ADams 4-0541
Bernice Alexander Laddie Hill

Nettie Thompson

ALSO
Mary M, Martin, Masseuse
"5lim and Trim the Martin Way"
¥ary Martin, proprietor

4523 30, Main St., Los Angeles, California

COMPLI¥RNTS OF

THE COURTESY BEAUTY SALON|

Specializing in
conditioning and all lines

of beauty work.

PUONE FLeasant 3-9728

Willie Mae Tadlock, proprietor

8920% S. Broadway, Los Angeles, California
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