e
:

. ofthe RODEO
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THIE broncho, intent on get- — :". I:: _}:
ting rid of its rider, is doing 1};;_&"? i
what is known as a sideslip. I
The pony was successful and
the man was unseated in a few '* E -,
seconds. !i )
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TAM|NG a wild horse in one
sitfing is quite a task as the
man on the animal seems to be
finding out for himself. Once
the animal is mastored and
gives up, the rider's troubles
probably will be over. Below,
view of the opening of a typical
redeo in California. Right, bull-
dogqging & steer. In this con-
test, the cowboy straddles the
head or left horn and twists the
nose upward. A good man can
throw an animal seven seconds
atter it has left the chute.




OR thirteen years I have been
doing ‘‘setting-up’’ exercises
—attempting, more or less
suecessfully, to remain in

leather on a plunging broneho or Brah.

ma steer or to rope and tie elusive,
wrigeling bundles of ealf meat. I am

a rodeo performer and, with other

cowboys, move from rodeo to rodeo

each season, risking sound bones and
excellent health for the roar of the
erowds and the reward of gold.

Everywhere we hear these three
questions: Isn't it dangerous to ride
wild horses? How do you stay in the
saddle? What are the tricks of rodeo
riding 1

There 1s danger and, of course, there
are tricks. Some have learned the fine
points that enable them to ride to a
champiouship in at least one division.
Most of us specialize m one subjeet.
Mine is roping. Some choose to ride
hare-back on Brahma steers, others
prefer bueking bronchos, minus bridle,
or wild horses, without benefit of sad-
dle or bridle. We take every precau-
tion, but danger from the unforeseen
stalks us always.

Although we use strong saddles with
fourteen-inch swells directly in front
of the legs to help us hang on during
the plunging, these are of little help




InN sTEER roping the cowboys ride fast, wiry
- horses trained to follow the steer. Here the
Y loop is just leaving the cowboy's hand. Top,

an expert combining acrobatics with trick
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under some eireumstances, such as fight- to his chest and keeps him from rearing
ing a horse in the chute,. When 1 ride up.
this kind, I slip into the saddle guickly There's a very smart trick in riding
and draw the bueking rein, a heavy rope  these untamed animals—swayving with
leading to one side of the halter, back the horse while keeping balanee by lean-

short. This pulls the pony’s chin in elose  ing back against the rope. 0Oddly, the




THIS is a simple way to go

through your "setting-up” ex-

arcises and have it all over in
just a few seconds.
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worst buckers are bronchos of several
years’ rodeo experience,

No matter how mean

the horse or how

tough the going, we must observe a few

rules to the very letter.
one hand in the air

We must wave
to touch leather

with this one is to be disqualified. We
must continue seratching with our spurs.
Our only safety lies in keeping a steady
and tight hand on the bueking rein, keep-
ing our balance in the saddle if possible,
or pulling ourselves back as we start to



Jo MORA, California ari-
ist and his $5,000 statuette
of silver, presented io tha
champion cowboy at Salinas
sach year. Right, steer rid-
ing is considered by some
cowboys to be more dan-
gerous than trying to stay
aboard a bucking broncheo.
This rider is just about ready
to leave his perch.

fly through space. For ten long seconds
during what seem like a thousand bucks
skyward and back again, we must stay
aboard these heaving mountains, then
slide out of the saddle as best we can.
Some bronchos eontinue bucking after
the final gun barks, while others heed the
signals and ealm down. Since we draw
mounts by lot shortly before each event,
unless we get a broneho we know by rep-

utation, we must be prepared for any-
thing.
But riding a wild horse! There’s ex-

citement. Imagine straddling a bundle
of mixed thunder and lightning bare-
back, with no bridle, and hanging onto a
rope passed around its middle as it
plunges, bucks, races, storms and kicks,
Thanks to the Rodeo Association of
Ameriea, the organization that rules




these events, we don’t have to
change our spurring position
on the barebacks. So every
rider who is wise sets his feet
out ahead and seratehes along
the shoulders and doesn’™
change that position. Mean-
time, he must keep a hand free
to wave his sombrero, he must
not change hands on the loose
rope and he must maintain a
pleased expression for the
benefit of the customers.

B AreBACK riding requires a particular
kind of skill. This rider was thrown just
after the picture was snapped. Above,
trick rider performing on his racing mount,
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Dangerous as are the wild bronehos,
riding them is less hazardous than board-
ing, riding and departing from the roll-
ing back of a cantankerous Brahma,
They are a cross between India’s sacred
ecow and the Texas Longhorn. Their

HOLDING the bucking
rein on a horse and rid-
ing a bucking steer. The
ridermust keep one hand
aloft, for touching the
animal disqualifies him.

flesh rolls, their horns are sharp and they
take keen delight in goring a rider onee

he is thrown,. They give more action and

are smarter in some respeets than the

bronchos. Although they look smaller,
(Continued to page 1264)




126A

F4Y

INSIDE STORY OF THE RODEOS

{Continued from Colorote Section)

they are really heavier than horses, And
they're quick as the wind. Tex Palmer
was tossed from a Brahma at Oxnard,
Calif. Hardly had he hit the ground be-
fore the steer attacked. When the battle
ceased, the Brahma had shoved Palmer
all around the arena, leaving him bruised
and, of all things, with two black eves.

The only protection the boys have is
provided by tipping the horns on the worst
animals with round, brass knobs. These
may cause considerable pain, but they're
not apt to plunge through the body.

I like roping for real scientific precision
and action. In team roping, we work in
pairs, one rider taking the head, the other
the heels. Each of us sits beside the chute,
until the steer crosses the “dead line,”
thirty feet distant. Then we give chase on
horses trained to follow the animal.

If I'm playing head man, I toss the first
rope. As the loop settles over the steer's
head, my horse comes to a dead stop.
Quick as a flash, the heeler ropes the steer
by the heels, then we move in opposite
directions and force him to fall. Then I
dismount and tie his heels with a three-
foot pigging string, one end tucked in my
belt and the other in my mouth,

All we need for roping is a good horse,
a sturdy roping saddle and a twenty-five-
foot length of seven-sixteenths-inch Ma-
nila rope. The pony must be sturdy, very
fast and schooled not only to stop from a
gallop on a dime, but to back up and keep
the rope taut while you tie up the steer.
The roping saddle has a low cantle board,
which enables the roper to get off quickly
and which will stand hard jerks of the
lasso which is tied to the pommel.

Bull-dogging has lost favor in some
states, while roping has gained. In bull-
dogging, the rider leaps from the saddle at
a gallop, falls on the steer’s head and twists
him down by pulling the nose into the air
as the cowboy walks backward. Some con-
sider this a cruel practice. In its place,
“decorating” is practiced. This is the same,
except that the “decorator” slips an elastie
band over the animal’s nose,

The stars of the rodeo game must keep
in fit condition the year round. They train
as faithfully as any other athletes, for
theirs is a hard lot, and some may appear
in thirty rodeos in a year.

POPULAR MECHANICS ADVELR{E’SIHG SECTION

OW TO FEED YOUR DOG
{Continued from page 124A)
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leave the pan where he can get at it. He
won't starve by not getting a full portion
at this meal. Just as it is good for us to
go easy on food sometimes when we are
not feeling perfectly fit, so it is good for
a dog to be underfed sometimes rather
than overfed without sufficient exercise.

Don't disturb the dog when he is eating,
You may have the most affectionate pet,
one that thinks the world of you, but when
eating he may feel the old primeval urge
that has been inherited from his wild an-
cestors, and turn on anyone who tries to
interfere with his food and his eating.
Therefore, don’t blame the dog if he snaps
or growls at you when you disturb him
while he is eating. He can’t help it. Wild
dogs had to fight for every mouthful of
food, hence we have this instinet in our
modern dogs.

Don't feed your dog in a dirty, unwashed
dish. You want him to be clean and have
good manners. You can at least give him
a clean food dish.

Don't get the idea that a dog likes his
meat “ripe” because he buries a bone and
then digs it up later. This burying of a
bone is another inherited trait from the
dog’s wild ancestors who were not always
sure of having a meal every day. So when
they killed an animal they ate their fill
and buried what was left for tomorrow's
meal.

Don’t worry because your dog doesn't
chew his meal like you and I masticate
our food. Your dog is a gulper and there
is nothing you can do about it. He will be
healthy if he get’s good food even though
it is gulped instead of chewed thoroughly.
The reason he cannot chew food thor-
oughly is because his teeth are not made
that way. They do not present smooth
grinding surfaces.

Don't feed your dog mushy or sloppy
foods as a regular diet. It's a good thing to
give your dog liquids like milk or broth on
some of his food, but don’t feed him a
“swimming mixture” day after day.

Try to give him smooth bones to chew
on—ones that will not splinter and catch
in his mouth. If your dog starts to roll his
tongue around the roof of his mouth and
give signs of distress, examine his mouth
for bone splinters. Despite care in the kind

{Continued to page 128A)



