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RAMS LET THE BIG ONE GET AWAY, 23-20

WINNER—Minnesota quarterback Joe Kapp shouts encourage-
ment to defensive team as Saturday’s game with Rams nears end.
Moments later Vikings intercepted a pass to end Los Angeles drive

JIM MURRAY

Slue-Footed Joe Puts
Kapper on The Rams

BLIZZARDTON, Minn. —
Shucks, and it wasn't even cold.

The Los Angeles Rams lost a
football game Saturday in this
suburb of Sweden on a day you
could have gone to the beach. They
masterfully earned their way into
the Playoff Bowl, a so-what con-
test known in the locker rooms as
the "Go-Stand-in-a-Corner" Bowl
or other times as the "Get Lost"
Bowl. They played themselves
right onto Page 3.

Tom Mack, who
plays the left of-
fensive guard for
the Rams, re-
moved whatever
chance his team
had of winning by
doing something
nobody else has
ever been able to
do with as much
success — knock-
ing Alan Page out
of the play.

Alan Page plays right tackle for
Minnesota and he has eaten so
many quarterbacks this season he
has numbers on his teeth. But,
with the game running out and the
Rams trying to get in position for a
tying field goal, Alan Page couldn't
get close enough to Roman Ga-
briel, the quarterback, to wave. He
got knocked so far out of the play,
in fact, Gabe thought he was a
receiver.

Turned out he was, as a matter of
fact. That, it so happens, was the
first pass Alan Page had ever
caught in his life—from anybody.
Defensive tackles only get the
football with quarterbacks at-
tached, but this was one time Alan
Page could reach up and take it
without peeling a guy off it first.
He caught it on the Minnesota 45
and, a half hour later, he had gone
clear to the Ram 26, He may have
gone clear to the Super Bowl.

The Rams played 40 minutes of
broken-nosed football. Then, they
tried to smuggle the game into the
clubhouse. It was like trying to
smuggle an elephant through cus-

toms. The Rams are at least as
good a football team as the
Vikings, which is some praise,
indeed. They led the first 53
minutes and 30 seconds of the
game, They made Minnesota's
vaunted defense look like the
Seven Panes of Glass. They were so
far ahead at halftime, I think they
spent most of it icing the cham-
pagne.

They got beat on a run by Joseph
Robert Kapp. Now, before you
throw that line away, let me tell
you that this is like getting set on
fire by Smokey the Bear, getting
your diamond returned by Zsa Zsa
Gabor or getting your pocket
picked by J. Edgar Hoover.

‘Which is to say, he can keep well
ahead of a glacier. Joe Kapp is, you
might say, glacier fast. Sap runs
faster than he can. Yet, in the
championship game, he and Ro-
man Gabriel were the day's leading
ground-gainers. Gabriel averaged
6.5 yards on 4 carries and Kapp
averaged 6 yards on 7 carries.

‘When you get beat by a Joe Kapp
run, you're entitled to a new deck.
To tell you the truth, you shouldn't
get beat by a Kapp ANYTHING. It
is a rule of thumb in the National
Football League that you have 3.5
seconds to get rid of a pass. It takes
Joe Kapp that long to turn his back
and start to the pocket.

His passes look like a wounded
airplane looking for a place to land
—in the dark. He played his college
football at the University of Cali-
fornia and he got drafted so low
that the team that picked him sent
him a bill for a season ticket.

He went to Canada where they
watched him drop back to pass and
decided he was too slow to play
anything but pinochle. They
thought they could use him on the
kickoff teams until they found that
Joe couldn't get downfield under
any kick that didn't come down
with snow or a stamp on it. He
made the tackle once on the
opening kickoff, but the score was
14-7 by the time he made it.

Please Turn to Page 35, Col. 1

ANOTHER UCLA ROMP

MINNEAPOLISST. PAUL-<On a cold winter after

BY BOB OATES
Times St weiter

on four plays all went against the Rams In the second

noon, the ams played about as well as they can play  hall

but lost the Western champlonship by the margin of a A
2320,

it was a standoff between two clever
Roman Gabriel, who drove Los Angeles
into a 17-7 halftime lead, and Joe Kapp, who won it for

missed field goal here Saturday
Artistically
quarterbacks

Minnesota with a second-half rally

This was a game, however, in which some of the big
plays in the third and fourth quarters were made by the

officials.

The penalties could have been

athletes).
In either event, the official

well-deserved (ir
case the Rams fouled themselves out of the champion-
ship) or they could have been marginal (in which case
the officials took the game out of the hands of the

interpretation of the rules

clipping  penalty agoinst Bob  Trown, pass
interference against Jimmy Nettles and a piling-on
infraction by Jack Pardee helped the Vikings in the
third perfod. And a Viking safety (when Carl Kller
tackled Gabriel in the fourth quarter) also was a
Judgment call

Minnesota coach Bud Grant, commenting on the of
ficlating afterward, exclaimed: *It was excellent, just
excellent. | wouldn't change a

As groups of reporters filed b
also made it a point to keep passing jlll’;.,m('l\! on
Gabriel

"He was the outstanding player on the field," the
Viking coach said. "Gabriel dispelled the last doubt

Please Turn to Page 4, Col, 4
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OVER THE TOP—Thsre's nothing wrong in being backward as far
as Minnesota back Dave Osborn is concerned as he sails over heads

The Viking Method:
Win or Lose, They
Do If as a Team

BY JOHN WIEBUSCH

Times Staff Writer

MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL — The
streak ran down his back, a gash of
crimson that had come from the
chalk that made a sideline on the
tundra of Metropolitan Stadium, and
someone chuckled and s "Joe,
that red looked good on you on na»
tional TV today."

Joe Kapp pulled a piece of tape off
his knee and looked up. "Well," he
said, "at least it wasn't yellow."

The quarterback for the Minnesota
Vikings, champions of the Western
Conference Saturday after a 23-20

victory over the Rams, is a man
with rugged good looks and a
crooked smile. He is tough, Joe

Kapp is, and when he talks about
himself he says, "What the hell good
does it do if your bark is bigger than
your bite?"

Kapp turned down the Vikings'
Most Valuable Player Award two
weeks ago, telling a banquet au-
dience: "There ain't no red-nosed
reindeer, there ain't no Santa Claus
—and there ain't no most valuable
player (on the Vikings)."

Please Turn to Page 4, Col. 1

Bruins, Princeton Reach Finals of Classic

BY DWIGHT CHAPIN
Times Statt Writer

The UCLA Bruins have won 98 of
their last 100 games.

One of the losses djdn't come
Saturday night.

The Bruins were expected to be
lousy hosts in their own tournament
at Pauley Pavilion and they admir-
ably lived up to that role, removing
the sting from the Georgia Tech
Yellow Jackets early and then
coasting to a 121-90 victory before
11,142,

With the triumph, UCLA ad-
vanced into the finals of the Bruin
Classic Monday night against Prince-
ton, an 82-76 winner over Indiana in
Saturday night's first game.

Coach John Wooden's Bruins took
a 62-36 halftime lead on some fine
shooting (56.3% from the floor).
Four of the five Bruin starters—
John Vallely, Sidney Wicks, Curtis
Rowe and Henry Bibby — were in
douhle figures by the intermission.

UCLA seemed to lose interest after
that and was listless through much
of the second half, but never was in

danger of losing its unbeaten string
(which is now six this season).
Bibby, the sophomore guard, an-
swered nearly every attempted
flight by the Yellow Jackets, with 15
second-half points.

Left hander Rick Yunkus, Georgia
Tech's 6-9%2 All-America prospect,
gave the Bruins more trouble than
any center they've faced this year.
He scored 38 points, and forced
Steve Patterson to foul out with 7%
minutes left in the game.

Forward Bob Seemer helped out*

Please Turn to Page 12, Col. 4

RAM DRESSING ROOM

of Ram players for first Viking touchdown in Saturday’s NFL playoff
game in Minneapolis, Osborn’s dive into end- zone tied game ot 7-7.
@ wire
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No Tears, Just Stunned Silence

LOSER—Dejected, Rom quarterback Romon Gabriel leaves field
wrmhcadbw-ﬂ ofter Minnesota’s Alan onsaf
his passes at game’s end to stop the Rams" ofa

BY MAL FLORI

Times Statt writer

MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL —
Bob Brown extended his long arms
to allow Dr. Jules Rasinski to cut the
blood-soaked bandages away from
his- hands. His knuckles were raw
where stitches had been torn loose
in the violent combat of the Western
Conference championship game.

But Brown paid no heed to the
pain in his hands. He had a greater
pain—one of the soul—and. he
reflected the attitude of the entire
Rams team when he whispered

"Six months, seven days and a few
hours work and it all goes down the
drain. Right now T've never felt so
bad in my entire life."

There were no tears ... no
excuses . . . just stunned m\hr‘hm-
ing silence in the dressing room as
players sat slumped on benches
staring into space.

E

< d

Wasn't Enough
They had fought the good fight but
it wasn't enough. For the second
time in three years the Rams had
been eliminated in a Western title

game.

But Saturday's 2320 loss to
Minnesota was more frustrating
because of the closeness of the score.
Green Bay soundly defeated the
Rams, , in-the 1967 playoff game
in Milwaukee .. . a result that
didn't encourage as many sell-
doubts or what-might-have-beens

George Allen was remarkably
poised considering the enormity of
the defeat. His Rams have one of pro
football's most glittering records in
the past three years but despite
their success they have not been
able to advance beyond the confer-
ence title game in post-season
competition;

"What hurts" said George as he
twisted his neck in an unconscious
effort to alleviate re, "is that
everything was right on the button.
‘We were mentally and phmmllv
yrvplrui Iar the game. We were

'Yes. lhe Vikings were the better
team ... but only three points
better, I cant single out any one

Please Turn to Page 2, Col. 3




SPORTS TODAY
ON TV, RADIO

FOUTHALL,
(Joveland ve. Dl
(hannel 2, radlo KNX
(10700, 1130 a.m,

BASKETBALL

Tox Angeles Stary v

Umllnn, mua XERH
(1090,

108 Angum Lakers v
Boston, radio KA
1903, 7 pm.

HOCKEY

Tos Angeles vs. New
York, Channel 5 and ra
dio KBIGFM (104.3), 4

Mudders May
Help Browns
Ruin Cowboys

DALLAS ® — The
Cleveland Browns have
one of the best "mudders"
in the National Football
League in slippery Leroy
Kelly and he could become
a deadly weapon against
Dallas if it rains today in
the Eastern Conference
championship game in the
Cotton Bowl.

'Ihe weather was

"cloudy" Saturday but the
\\ ‘cather Bureau said there
was "a possibility” it would
rain today.

Dallas is a touchdown
favorite to gain revenge
for a 1968 playoff loss t
the Browns, who won 3
20.

The footing was poor in
Cleveland for the last
game and Kelly scored
two crucial touchdowns—
one just before the half
and the other just after
the second half began—to
stun the Cowboys.

The Dallas offense is
built around multiple sets
and puts a good deal of
emphasis on speed. It's no
secret the Cowboys like a
dry field.

Rosters for the game,
which will be televised by
Channel 2 at 11:30 am.,
PST:

BROWNS
Wo. Name 05, 54 Hoaglin e
7 Cockroft pK S5 Reynolds
6 Nelsen ‘@b 5 Mathest b
7 Rhome @b 59 Meylan [
) Brown ™ & Taffoni
4 Kellorman s 64 Copeland 9
5 Leioh ™ 65 Demarie
6 Morrison 1 46 Hickerson
9 Sumner  cb 69 Kanicki
R. Johnson rb 70 Righetti ot
Howell H Joh at
s Scoft ™ 73 Clark 1
0 Barnes b 77 Schafrath 1
ones. 3 de
OWarfield  wr 8 Houston b
er  wr 8 Glass e
ey’ ™ 8 Upshaw  dide
D Mitchel b 8 Collins v
50 Gariton b 88 Snidow e
5 Lindsey 1o 8 Morl e
2 Andrews b
cowsovs
Wo. Name  Pos. 45 Flowsrs s
Widdy B S Manders ¢
Stawoach  ab 52 Edwards
orfon ' ab 53 Whittingham I
Rentzel  w iowley’
cifro 3cb 55 Jordan
Haves wr 56 Stincic b
Homan  wr 57 Waiker <
W ™ 61 Nye
Gaechler 5 3 Cole P
Reeves 1> 4 Hagen
Brown s 65 Wilbur
Garrison b 6 Andrie e
Green b 70 Wright 1
Hill ™ 72 Lisclo !
PClark e 73 Nesly 1
Conrad  we 74 Lilly H
Welch E
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Ram Dressing Room: No Tears, No Excuses, Just Stunned Silence

Conthwned (rom Fiest Page
why we lost the
game, 1 wid thin play and
that play but it u 'ded vp
o the thing. We
played hard and we
played wo.l but we didn't
win.*

The Rams, who led at
halftime, 177, could have
offered gome alibls but
they didn't, They did,
however, question three
second-half  penalties
which provided the Vik«
ings with momentum but
they didn't cite the infrac
tions as the primary rea-
son they Tost.

Nor did anyone suggest
that the weather.(low 20s)
or the field (mushy in
spots) had any bearing on
the outcome.

Gabe Dejeeted

Roman Gabriel, the
NFL's Most Valuable
Player who played like it
Saturday, patiently an-
swered questmns as he
leaned back against his
locker. He sat in the same
place for an hour—too
dejected and tired to
move.

"This is the second time
for me (title game de-
feat)," he said softly. "And
T've got a lot of thinking to
do."

Someone  incredulously
asked him if he was con-
templating retirement at
the peak of his career.

"I admit I'm not too
rational right now," he
smiled thinly, "but as
said, I've got a lot of
ng to do."
abriel said the game
plan wasn't altered at
halftime. Nor did he be-
lieve that he took a conser-
vative approach while
protecting the 10-point
]ead and, later, a 6-point
vantage (20-14) in the
final quarter.

Bad Position

"We weren't cautious,"
said the quarterback. "We
just couldn't muster any-
thing as we were on our
20-yard line a lot in the
second half. In. fact we
threw a bit more in the
final half."

Statistics support him.
Jabriel threw 14 passes in
the opening half compared
to 18 in the last half.
Moreover, the Rams were
able to establish a running
game in the first two
quarters as rookie Larry
Smith, Lester Josephson
and Willie Ellison were
primarily responsible for
the 100 yards gained rush-
ing on 22 cumulative car-
ries. But they attempted
only eight rushing plays
in the final half for a
paltry 26 yards,

"They (the Vikings)
seemed to know that we
were going to pass in the
~'u)m] half," said offen-
ve tackle Charlie Cowan.
hey were just blowing
off the football."

One of the turning point
plays of the game oc-
curred at the outset of the

INJURED RAM—Halfback Tommy Mason of the Rams grimaces with pain as he
raises arm fer first aid after being injured during Saturday’s Viking game.

second half. The Rams,
rumbling effectively on
the ground with a 10-point
lead, had a first down on
their own 48.

But offensive lackle Bol
Brown was cited for clip-
ping .on a two-yard run-
ning gain—unusual cir-
cumstances for this infrac:
tion,

Brown just shook his
head in disgust when this
penalty was mentioned. T
don't think I've clipped
five times in my entire ca-
reer," said the six-year vet-
eran. "I know I was in the
neutral zone and that's
legal."

Key Penalties
A clip, explzined guard
Tom Mack, is sanctioned
in the area between the
tackles and one yard be-
hind or beyond the line of

scrimmage. that's
where Bob was," said Tom
emphatically.

The Rams then surren-
dered field position and
were obliged to punt—
their first of the game—to
the Vikings,

Minnesota promptly
surged 72 yards for a
touchdown on a penalty-
aided drive. On first down
Jimmy Nettles was
charged with pass inter-
ference while covering
John Henderson, a penal-
ty that provided Minneso-
ta with a first down at its
own 42,

"Nettles made a great
defensive play," said Al-
len. "He was going for the
ball and knocked it down."

"l came inside of him
(Henderson) and hit the
ball," said the soft-spoken
cornerback. "I didn't
touch him at all. When
they dropped that flag 1
had no idea what was
goingon."

Three plays later Joe
Kapp a 41-yard

HOW THEY SCORED

pass to Gene Washington

__and Nettles tripped the

wide receiver at the Ram

12. But Washington got up
.md started to run again
before he was Imdll\
pinned down for good by
Jack Pardee. The lineback-
er then drew a piling on
penalty that moved the
ball to the 6.

"How can Pardee knm\
he (\\'ashmglon) is down,"
said Allen, "when he gels
up and starts to run some
more. It's a natural reac-
tion and Jack was just
reacting like any good
football player would.”

‘The ensuing Minnesota
touchdown (17-14) provid-
ed the Vikings—outplayed
earlier—with a psycholo-
gical boost but Bruce Gos-
sett's 27-yard field goal
early in the fourth quarter
enabled the Rams to leng-

then their lead to six
points.
"If we had scored a

touchdown here the game
would have been all over,"

rebuunded on Kapp'
scrambling, 2-yard touch-
down run and tacked on
two more points when
Carl Eller pushed Gabriel
into the end zone for a
safety.,

"He (Eller) just wanted
to come in," said Gabriel.
"I planted myself on about
the 1%-yard line and
that's where he hit me.
But the field was slick
down there and he just
skidded me into the end

safety obviously
didn't help the Rams'
cause but a field goal
still would have tied the
game and possibly sent it
into a sudden death over-
time.

More important was the
fact that the Rams had to
relinquish the ball on the
following punt when (\mv
was precious.

There was a little over 5
minutes remaining when
they regained possession

Wireshoto

at their own 15. Gabriel,
fighting the clock, drove
them to the Vikings' 44—
39 seconds left—where he
was confronted with a
third-and-9 situation with
one time out left.

Defensive tackle Alan
Page then intercepted Ga-
briel's short pass intended
for Larry Smith to seal the
game.

"I didn't even see him,"
admitted Gabriel.

Page revealed that he
got a "poor pass rush" and
simply threw up his arms
when Gabriel unloaded.
The ball stuck in his
hands.

Larry Smith, who played
like a veteran (60 yards
net rushing, 5.5 average
ix receptions for 36
ards), was disconsolate.
He had dropped a short
s on the pre-

right

was
hands but T couldn't hold

in_my

on to it," said the rookie
who could barely breathe
through  blood - clogged
nostrils. His nose, which

has been broken twice this

Prasent LD.. at Box Office. lvy “—
t. Get adjacent ticks

or under) Y2 price in $4-orless
seats.

600D SEATS AVAILASLE
7 P.M. TONIGHT
AT THE FABULOUS

ForuM

BOSTOH EELTICS
Phone Reservations.

(3 OR 31300
[ ]

FIRST QUARTER
1A Min

7 0 K:cm, S.yard pass
Gabriel at
. 45yard drive, 8 plays
after Petibon_recovered
Brown's fumble. Key
Smith, runs;
& pass from Gabriel
7 Osborn, 1
dive at 11:3
vard drive, 10 play:

ton for first down on Rams 4.
SECOND QUARTER
7 Gossett, 20-yard
field goal at 11
65:yard drive, 13 piaw Key
s—Gabriel, 13, "
3, pass from Gabriel

10

from Vikings' 3
L33 B ¢ Trua

r

ielat

14:21, mum dme. 8 plays,

gains —

passes_from Guhml, ot

Tuns by Josep}

THIRD Qm\mi:n

14 Osborn, 1-yard dive
at 5:40. 71-yard

ve, 6 plays. Key gains —

I\.App passed 41 yards to

1

Washington on Srdand$ for
first down on Rams' 11 Key
plays — Rams' Nettles cited
for pass interference against
Henderson, giving  Vikings
rst down on own 42 (14-yard
altyy; - Pardee penalized
for piling on Washington af-
ter reception giving Vikings
1st down on Rams' 6 (5-yard
penalty),

FOURTH QUARTER
20 14 Gossett, 27-yard

field goal at 0:22.

36-yard deive. & plays after
Petibon intercepted Kapp'
pass and returned it 4 yards.
Key paxm—l‘ahne] on scrame

ble gained r 1st
down on V
20 2 Kapp zyard roll-

ut at 6:36. 65-
yard drive, 10 plays, Key
gains — Henderson, 20, pass
from Kapp; Brown, 12, s
screen passes from Kapp. Ki
play—Osborn spon o dones
for 1st down on 16; Kapp, on
'le‘Jm\)ll! gained 12 for lst
down
20 H Gabriel tackled in

end zone for safe-
ty by Eller at T:11.
I‘\T—bowwz (LA) 2; Cox
(Min) 3.
Field goals missed—Gossett
38).

Attendance—47,900.
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OPEN TODAY, SUNDAY 12 T0 5 PM.

NOW IS THE TIME TO

STOCK UP ON

SHOES

DURING

GRODINS
SEMI-ANNUAL CLEARANCE SALE!

SUBSTANTIAL PRICE REDUCTIONS in all categories . . .
boots, slip-ons, dress oxfords, handsewns!

THIS OPPORTUNITY to get famous make shoes at lowest
prices ever during this event.

! DON'T MISS

HRINER,

soason, wan rearranged
agaln Baturday

Billy Truax, who made
weversl exceptional
catches in the game, could
only talk about the ball
that he couldn't hold. This
was the first down pass on
the Minnesota 10
ing Gossett's last fle goal.

*arl l\mulke grabbed

my arm," said the steady

day for the so-what
off Bow! game against the
Cleveland-Dallas loser 1o-
day

The Rams suffered in
other ways, too, Hal
Tommy Mason dislocated
his_shoulder on his first
rushing try in the first
Lalf and Maxie Baughan
tried to play on a sprained
knee but couldn't make it.

awful lot of hard work this
ind these guys Just
don't deserve to lose. It's
just hard to believe that
we lost.”

George then walked out
into the cold Minnesota
night and boarded the
team bus where his 40
man team sat as one man,
ly reflecting on a
disappointment that will

tight end, "but I still
should have had it."
Game of Breaks

Tt was that type of game
—a break here and there
ultimately determining
1k result between two,
evenly matched teams.

For example: On the
Vikings' next-to-last se-
ries, Kapp was belted by
Coy Bacon and fumbled.
Deacon Jones, who said he
was double-teamed most
of the afternoon, was in
the Minnesota backfield
but couldn't retrieve the
lost ball. If he had secured
it, the Deacon had a clear
path to the end zone some
40 yards away. Minneso-
ta's Ron Yary made the
vital recn\'ery.

*The ball simply
houmed among three Vik-

shrugged Jones.

b \lso 1 was behind Bacon

He was replaced on the
opening series by Jim Pur-
nell. Smith, of course, was
in and out of the game
because of his tender nose
Allen was the last man
out of the dressing quar-
ters. He was calm but still
couldn't accept the defeat.
"The Vikings could have
lost as easily as they won
it," he said. "We put in an

haunt them for months.

WORLD’S FINEST

HAIRPIECE
Absolutely

Undetectable

or we won't let you wear it
THE ONLY HAIRPIECE WITH A
10-YEAR WRITTEN GUARANTEE

and my vision was cut
off." BANKAMERICARD, MASTER CHARGE
These were the little o EASY BUDGET TERMS

things that Allen was talk-
ing about and, when
strung together, they ad-
ded up to an undesired
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IM cut resistant
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CAUGHT IN BLITZ—Roman Gabriel is blitzed Brown (76) and wraps arms around the Ram quar-
by Vikings' Carl Eiler (81) who charges by Bob terback on goal line in the 4th quarter Saturday.

t's Open Season on QBs

KERPLUNK!—Willie Ellison of the Rams is about to make a belly-flop of a

londing after plunging for a first down early in the playoff battle when 'he
Roms dominated ploy. Minnesota later took the initiative and won by 2.

SACKED FOR SAFETY — Eller's charge brings
Gabriel down behind goal lin2 and officials ruled
it a safety. This extended Minnesota’s lead to

AIRBORNE — Minne-
sota quarterback Joe
Kapp is lifted into air
by Rur‘ns' Doug Wood-
lief ofter he gains 5
ot g 1 L HIGH STEPPER—Viking quarterback Joe Kapp
£ vaults over Ram defensive back Jimmy Nettles on

23-20. The Rams questioned the ruling, claim-
ing that Eller had forced Gabriel into the end
zone. The ploy had started on Ram 12-yard line.

goal line in fourth quarter to score Minnesota’s
third TD which tied NFL playoff game at 20-20.

RAMS’ FINEST MOMENT—The Rams boosted a_commanding Roman Gabriel after eluding Earsell Mackbee (right). At this

17-7 lead when Bill Truax caught second-period TD pass from point LA,

like @ winner in the Western Division playoﬂ
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WIN AS A TEAM

Continued from First Page

Saturday, In the steam-
1z crush of the Vikings'
Incker room, he  talked
loudly and freely, and
when he laughed—which
was often — you noticed
the scar that covers the
right side of his chin.

He played football for
cight vears in Canada and
he has been around the
National League now for
three seasons, But the scar
is not a memento of foot-
ball. It came when a man
in a bar in Calgary shat-
tered a beer bottle across
Joe Kapp's jaw.

"Let me say this," he
said Saturday and he
paused for a moment
while he glowered at two
men who had not stopped
talking. "Let me say that
we heat an outstanding
foothall team. A great
one."

Two-Yard Run for Six
Kapp was the man who
scored the touchdown that
gave the Vikings the lead
in the fourth quarter, a
two-yard rollout around
left end on third down. He
was asked how he runs
that fast. "T don't," he sail
y  The former University
of California quarterhack
completed four passes for
61 yards on the drive
the Vikings' first touch-
down, one pass for 41 yards
on the second and lhrl-e

100, and the mistakes were
costly.

Minnesota moved within
17-14 early in the third
quarter and they hegan
from their own 39 after a
punt minutes after that.
Five plays brought the
Vikings to the Ram 11 but
a pass ias intercepted by
Eddie Meador and the bid
wag thwarted,

"Now that really made
me mad," said Kapp.

Petithon Intercepts

The Rams could do
nothing again and the ball
went back to the Vikings
on a punt. On the third
play of the series, Kapp's
pass was picked off by
Richie Petitbon, who re-
turned it four yards to the
Viking 36,

"At this point I was
fuming," said Kapp, "and
when the Rams got a field
goal out of it (making
their lead 14) I knew
that unless we started
cutting it everything was
over."

Kapp's contributions on
the 65-yard surge to the
winning touchdown in-
cluded Tast completions of
12 and 8 yards, a
crambling run of 12 yards
that brought the ball to
the Ram 4 and, finally, the
touchdown with less than
= 815 minutes left to play.
"We didn't play our best
football in the first half,"
said Kapp. "At halftime
there was a kind of quiet
resolve in here. We knew
that those 10 points the
Rams had on us weren't
enough to beat us. We
knew we had time to do it.

"When we lose we do it
as a team—and we did it
last week in Atlanta—and
when we win we do that
as a team, too. The kind of
game you don't see are the
little "games within the

Beasley and
on the Deacon
That's what win-
That's what a

game—like
Ron Ya
(Jones).
ning means
team win ls.

“The nice thing about
today was that the field
was perfect. 1t was just
ideal conditions, It was
championship foothall.”

The Vikings won with
their passing game and
the men who made it go
were the long-legged re-
ceivers, Gene Washington
(four catches for 90 yards)
and John Henderson (four
for 68 yards).

"The Rams tried to cover

us man-on-man" said
Washington, "and I
think we showed that any
team that tries to do that
is in trouble. What sur-
d me—and all of us—
that the Rams did
ctly the same thing in
05 Angeles three weeks
ago. We didn't take advan-
tage of it then because we
didn't have to—but the
openings were there again
today ands we grabbed
them. Joe did a marvelous
job of getting the ball to
us."

No Changes

The Vikings' coach, Bud
Grant, was dressed in gray
underwear and heavy yel-
low hoots—the kind that
Minnesota ice fishermen
use—and he was asked
what he had told his team
at intermission.

"I would like to tell you
it was something pro-
found," he said, "but it
was nothing, really. We
did not make any changes
in the second half—on
offense or defense—it was
simply a question of our
getting the halI for a share
of the time."

The Rams finished with
a total advantage of 65-50
in total plays but it was
36-21 in the first half and
29-29 in the last 30 mi-
nutes.

"We had the ball for nine
plays from scrimmage in
the second quarter," said
Grant. "That's not the
formula we used to win 12
games this year. The fi-
nish was highly emotional

.. I don't know if you
could write a script like
that."

Gabriel 'Best'
The coach shook his

ead.

"1 thought there was no
question that Roman Ga-
briel proved today that
he's the Most Valuable
Player in this league. He
did a mal\olmv joh
completions in
for 150 yards anrl hoth
Ram touchdowns). He was
the outstanding player on
the field."

Over in another corner
of the room, in the corner
where the men who play
defense for the Vikings
dress, Carl Eller, the 260-
pound end, sat on a chair
and talked of the rush that
flattened Gabriel and
gave the Vikings a safety
that increased a one-point
lead to three.

"I didn't know what 1'd
done," said Eller, "until

the rest of the guys told
me. It tickled me because
that just about made sure
that we'd get a tie and the
worst that could be was
sudden death.”

Eller was asked if he

The
Yardstick

THAM STATISTICS
“u

T 8
L
“I o D!y »or
ﬁ"' I];!I
S
(A P A
BT ot
- iy o )
P e 31? L“
Kunm Y R 1
EREC 3 A

H

RO
pame vy By
fgmns B
et
Eopt L T
e 1 5 Mg
el B
e 1 3 3w 23
i oo
‘o
EiEda
A 9.
AR T
o
7 a4 n
T4Y
SRR
4
gy
13
ot "N v Lo
Minnesota NO Vd AvI an
te i3

Punt Returns

Lon Anasios NO Y4, Avg; FE Looe ™

iaymond 2 ]
Rosmim B u m 0
Totals 0
Moy NG Vel A, FC Long TO
West 1 660 0 60

Kicksft Returns.

was thinking about the
possibility of an overtime.
"No," he replied. "But
think the Rams were.
They were going for their
short passes and thinking
three points instead of
seven."

Alan Page, a 255-pound
tackle, was the man \\hn
delivered the final,
ing blow, intercepting a
Gabriel pass on the Minne-
sota 45 and returning it 29
yards to the Ram 26.

"It was the first inter-
ception I've ever made,"
said Page, "but it couldn't
have come at a sweeter
time. I think that I, especi-
ally, made amends for a
lot of things in the second
half. The Rams ran over
the inside in the first half
and that meant that they
were running over me."

The Rams managed 100
s in 22 carries in the
half but their total in
nine second-half rushes
was a mere 26 yards,

Someone wanted to
know if Page would rather
play Dallas or Cleveland
in the NFL title game
next week.

"It makes no difference
to me," he said. "But I
think either Dallas or
Cleveland would rather be
playing Los Angeles."

. Long TO
w0
2

Contimved from Viest Page
that he is the most valua-
ble player in the league.”

Grant  won  with the
hetter team. He has how
defeated the Rams twice
this month—first ending
their 11-week winning
streak and then ending
their Super Bowl dream,

But the whole point of
Saturday's game is that
Gabriel was beating Grant
and Kapp when the Rams
suddenly blew up.

All year, they have been
alternately a big-play and
a big-mistake team, lead-
ing the league in touch-
down passes and also in
penalties.

In the first 30 minutes
here, they made the big
play as usual, except for a
missed field goal by Bruce
Gossett. In the last 30,
they made the big mistake
as usual—including the
fouls, as well as dropped
passes by Larry Smith and
Billy Truax on two clutch
plays.

Not in Minnesota

The Rams can do that
and outscore Dallas. Ga-
briel is not quite good
enough to do it and win
from a hetter team when
that team is playing before
a friendly crowd on its
own field in the dead of
winter.

And so, after starting the
season with 11 consecutive
wins, coach George Allen's
fourth Los Angeles edition
closed unhappily with its
fourth straight sethack.

Kapp's courage and
talent prevailed again as
the Vikings won for the
13th time in 15 weeks to
qualify for next Sunday's
NFL championship game
here against today's win-
ner in Dallas: the Cowboys
or the Cleveland Browns,

The weather next week
could be worse. It was
playable Saturday on a
reasonably good field as
the temperature ranged
from 21 to 26. The wind
was insignificant.

‘Summery' Play

Tn fact, by turns, Kapp
and Gabriel marched as if
it were a summer day.
Gabriel earned a pair of
touchdowns on drives of
45 and 56 yards and a pair
of field goals on advances
of 65 and 36 yards.

Kapp, who led the Vik-
ings in ground gaining
with 42" yards forward—
and almost that many up
on high-jump scrambles—
earned three touchdowns
on drives measuring 7, 71
and 65.

‘The statistics were ahmll
even. Minnesota fi h

ahead in yards, 2

but Los Angeles led in
first dn\\ns, 1918, and
plays, 65-50

In the end

with an ex of
bitterness to’ the Rams

because they had been in
front most of the way.

‘They were still on top in
the fourth quarter, 1714,
and they were on the
Minnesota 20-yard line-—~
third down, six (o go-—
when the game got away
from them.

There were several
turning points in the se-
cond half, but this was the
last. Gabriel fired a
straight pass to Truax for
what was going to be a
first down on the 10-yard
line if Billy had held the
ball.

Bringing it down, he
dropped it

This was the one play of
the afternoon that may
have been clearly in-
fluenced by the cold
weather. If so, that is
reason enough for pro
foothall to cease playing
its big games in this
climate,

Six-Point Lead

Truax normally is sure-
handed when he gets 10
fingers on a fast hall above
his head. He couldn't cling
to this one, and Los An-
geles was obliged to settle
for a Gossett field goal and
a 20-14 lead instead of a
touchdown try for a 24-14
lead that could have been
decisive.

Kapp is a man who
knows what to do with
opportunity. Likewise he
had the resources (the best
backs and ends on the
field) to capitalize on an
opportunity. Down only six
points- tead of the 10
that might have heen—he
manipulated those resour-
ces to cover 65 yards to the
winning touchdown.

The Rams, playing
without linebacker Maxie
Baughan from the first
quarter on, couldn't stop
the big drive.

On second and nine at
the Ram 27, Kapp scram-
bled for eight. On third
and one, Deacon Jones
met Dave Oshorn behind
the line but fell off as the
Viking halfback spun
away.

Rolls Out for TD

Then Kapp was scram-
bling and clawing and
hurdling once more, for 12
vards this time, and on the
last of the 10 winning
plays he rolled two yards
into the end zone.

The final Ram mistake
planted him there. No
Ram tackler was outside
to force him inside. Baug-
han is a signal caller who
habitually takes care to
prevent such a lapse, but
Baughan, by then, was in
a sweatsuit on the side-
line, rendered helpless by
a had knee.

Kapp's last charge was
helped by the three penal
ty plays which enabled
him to_cut the Ram lead
from 17-7 to 17-14 in the
third period.

Gabriel had moved the
ball continually in the
first half, when the Rams
never punted, and he be-
gan the second half the
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wame way, He had reached
midfield again when a
L penalty did what the Vi
ings could not

Rrown was called for
clipping as Lester Josephe
son ran for a first down.

In football, clipping is
legal from tackle to tackle.
Brown is a tackle. The
officials believed he was
outside the neutral zone
when he clipped — and
that is a marginal inter-
pretation at best, particu-
larly in a game as mean-
ingful as this.

Clipping is a 15-yard
foul, and Gabriel couldn't

Nettles' Interference and

Pardee’s piling on consti

tuted the penalty turning
vint

In the fourth quarter,
the officials were to get
one last chance to make a
marginal judgment
against the Rams.

Gabriel, retreating fo
pass from the Ram 12, was
tackled by Carl Eller. And
when Gabriel went down
in the end zone, the refer-
ee signaled safety.

Gabriel planted his foot
as Eller hit him. He may
have planted it on the one-

they eould get into sude
den-death nvertirme

What hurt was that the
Rams lost possession on
the safety, With eight
minutes remaining, Mine
nesota had the b, and
Kapp used up three of
them before fumbling

Coy Bacon, the young
Ram tackle, forced that
fumble., And Deacon Jones

was in position to get it if
he had seen it. He didn't
Ron Yary, the Minnesota
tackle from USC who
helped keep Jones at t
much of the afternoon, got

BADGER BILLIARDS

vard line. Or he may have
been on the goal line.

The question is whether
the impetus that put him
in the end zone was his
own or Eller's. A man
holding a football cannot
commit a safety if he is
pushed into the end zone.

The point is that the call
was close—and that the
Vikings batted 1.000 on
the four close calls that
destroyed the Rams in the
second half.

The safety did not hurt.
When Gabriel fell bad
the Rams were losing, 2
20. Now they were losing

. and with a field goal

to the fumble first. And
when Minnesota punted,
Gabriel started from the

5,Col. 1

make it up. Against almost
any other club, he would
have had an even chance.
The crack Viking defense
denied him, and for the
first time Los Angeles
punted.
0dds With Rams

The odds right then
were that the Rams could
contain Kapp at the 29, or
thereabouts, They had
turned him back through-
out the second quarter,
when he never made a
first down until the last 15
seconds of the half.

But on his first play
after the Ram punt, a
penalty promoted Kapp to
midfield. This was a call
against Nettles, the Ram
cornerback, who was
charged for interference
against flanker John Hen-
derson.

Nettles appeared to be
going for the ball as
Henderson reached for it.
The infraction, if any, was
not flagrant. On the con-
trary, it was another mar-
ginal interpretation.

Kapp, however, took it,
and promptly delivered to
Gene Washington for 41
yards to the Ram 12

Please Turn to Pg.

LEASE or BUY
1970 CADILLACS

LARGE SELECTION
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

it 868-9931
BOB SPREEN
Cadillac.

46 STORES TO
SERVE YOU

CONSULT YOUR TELEPHONE DIRECTORY |
FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE

WAX YOUR CAR
INHALFAN HOUR

Washington stumbled,
fell, and immediately got
up, whereupon Jack Par-
dee tackled him.

The officials moved in
on r‘.mice

vy penalized the |

Ram: half the distance to |
the goal for piling on. |

Jack simply tackled a |
man who seemed to be |
running for a touchdown.
Later, the Vikings ap-
peared to he guilty of |
piling on Ron Smith on a I

Takes only half

an hour. Goes on
like a liquid, protects
like a paste.

kickoff return, but no
penalty was assessed. FLOATS DIRT HANDY, ALL
AWAY AROUND CLEANING

o Film and dit wash SOLVENT
Tightof, Removes tar, road
ail, old wax, silicone
auto polshes.

44

ack in the game
on Osborn's one-yard scor-
ing buck, 17-14.
As a third-quarter com- ‘
hination, Brown's chp,

GAME ROOM SUPPLIES & FURNISHINGS
West's Largest Selection Fine Pool Tables, $120 to §6,600!

Our goal is simple: to sell out our entire stock immediately, during this chain-
wide clearance sale! That includes every floor sample on display in our six beau-
tiful showrooms, and _every table in our giant stock, as well! Nothing held back!
Every item priced for instant action!”

Clearance Sale!

Famous brand names, the
makes you want, the
models you want, the
sizes you want! Incredi-
bly low prices; convenient
budget terms; immediate
delivery.

Guaranteed Savings
We will not willingly be undet-
sold. Every table has been priced
for this Sale to mect or beat com-
petitive pricing on the same or
comparable tables.
No one but i &
Badger sells so
many fine tables at

such incredible savings!

[ Delta slate-bed Coronado’s; 8 and 9-foot sizes.

[ Tiffany Louis XV, Queene Anne, & other period styles.
[ Delta slate-bed Catalina's; 8 and 9-foot sizes.

[0 Delta slate-bed Madrid's; 8-foot sizes.
] Fischer Countesses; 8-foot sizes.

[ Lancers, 7-foot sizes.

[ Bumper Pool, available in 8 models.

] Junior Pool, i choice of styles & models.

Family Game Room
Fumniture & Equipment
Bars and bar stools, card tables with or
‘without chairs, pool table lamps, racks,
cues, docks, etc., etc, all now at clear-

ance sale prices!

Badger Sales Co.

LOS ANGELES LONG BEACH ORANGE W. COVINA TARZANA TORRANCE
2251 W, Pico Bivd. uuu-km ulul. uuam

All these
. and many,
many others!
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Delivery & installation anywhere in Southern California. Write for free brochures.
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Continued from First Page

), 20:14; It was Minnesols

on ¢ ha hip locked
ball, third down and gosl

MISS THIS GIGANTIC

1 the Zyard line in the fourth period, They figured Joe
ould throw an incomplete nd then go for a field
oal and the game » sudden death at worst
ince there were only 6 minutes to play, they reasoned
pp would not run the ball. The gun would go off
before he made the end zone ! = -]
Joe made it. He broke his own lifetime record for the

yard run

in the end zone
to catch his breath.

When he runs, he is listed as
Minneapolis.
We

is gUY W
quic A:aml. this

0 runs

, he beat the Rams—this guy who goes back for a
pass mw a guy with soap in his eyes Ivrlmg around for a

» minutes. He ate up the clock. I think the §
wo-minute warning sounded as he hit the 1, But he got
well before dark. It took him 5 minutes
His breath, we are told, is equal
parts tequila, lemon peel, salt and carbon monoxide

a primary cause of smog in

like he was in a vat of

1y who throws a ball like it was a letter
to his mother-in-law, this guy who lost the Rose Bowl
like 80-0 or its equivalent. He looks more like Al Capp

going back with the football. He made the end zone at

1:05 Saturday afternoon (after packing a lunch at 2:59
for the journey) and all of a sudden the Minnesota
Vikings are the world's greatest football team.

If you ever see Joe Kupp around a card table and he
*Are these good?" or if he takes

ays with a sweet smile,
the dice and sa
run like hell. He do

Continued from 4th Page
Ram 15—instead of from
midfield, where Bacon
earned the turnover that
was not turned over.

tabriel marched gamely
out from the Ram 15. With
two minutes left, he
picked up seven yards on
fourth and three, throw-
ing to Truax.

But a successful 85-yard
drive, against the league's
best defense, was not in
the cards. It ended in a
last - minute interception
that ended the Ram sea-
son—save for the Loser"
Bowl game next Saturday
in Miami.

Cuozzo Ready

Two interceptions by

Fddie Meador and Richie
Petithon on successive se-
ries in the third quarter
stopped one Kapp drive
and set up the last Ram
field goal. Had Los An-
geles taken a 24-14 lead
after Petitbon's intercep-
tion (instead of the 14
field goal) the Vikings
might have replaced Kapp
with Gary Cuozzo, whom
they consider the better
passer in a comeback si-
tuation when two touch-
downs are needed.

Based on Grant'
this year, Kapp was
to out. He remained to win
the game with a strong
performance that required
his own powerful scram-

Now let's see, what
sn't do anything stylishly
The only way you know he's good is by the scoreboard.

RAMS LOSE, 23-20

a seven?"

started this series from
the 28—and the safety
play would have been

1f Jones had seen
Kapp's fourth-quarter
fumble, Los Angeles
mi ht have started its last
series from midfield.

Of Gabriel's two int
ceptions, the first didn't
count. The entire Minne-
sota line was offside and
overwhelmed the Ram
quarterback on the first
play of the afternoon
when Eller intercepted
and made a practice touch-
down run.

Gabriel's last pass, also
intercepted by a Viking
lineman, Alan Page, was a
desperation throw.

Kapp's two interceptions
and his fumble were worse
than any Gabriel misplay.
On the other hand, Kapp
brought his powerhouse
from behind to win.

Put it all together, and
Minnesota was the better
teal i
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Suits, sporteoats, jackets,
shirts, sweaters, slacks
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Buy Now and Save!
“CHARGE IT”
Buy on Easy Terms
Credit estabiished prompty

Fits Buicks, Chevy’s, Olds, Pontiacs, Fords,
Mercurys, Chryslers & T-Birds

Firestone pic

3 Stripe SIZE 8.55-15, 8.45-15

2.44\ :

Plus $2.43 Per Tire Fed. Ex. Tax
Sales Tax and 2 Tires Off Your Car
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llluminated
AUTO
COMPASS

bles. Cuozzo is mot that

much runner. « Fingertp contrl for
g s hE iiminaton at night Indudesall this . .
Gabriel's touchdowns LUt S ot Gt Stae

hoth came on short, roll-
out passes to tight ends
Truax and Bob Klein.
Short passes were all that
were open to Gabriel in
this game. Minnesota's ex-
cellent zone defense took
away his wide receivers.
Jack Snow was blanked
and Wendell Tucker
caught only three.

Short Shots

The longest play on the
two Ram touchdown
drives measured only 13
yards, and that was a
el scramble.

Ilw difference between
the two halves, for the
Rams, was this: In the
first 30 minutes, they held
Gabriel's short throws and
played errorless football,
In the second half, they
dropped the ball and
fouled the Vikings

Moreover, they mnever
had field position after the
third-down drop that pre-
ceded their fourth quarter
field goal.

Gabriel commenced his
last two series from the
Ram 13 and 15. Had the
Rams been lucky enough
to get a penalty when Ron
Smith was jumped on at
the 13, Gabriel would have
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Original Equipment on
Many New 1969 Cars...

Firestone
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Tubeless Blackwall
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Firestone TRANSPORT"

6-ply heavy duty truck tires
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