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The people of America are not lucky enough to have the Diary of
Leif Ericksen, nor any of his Norsemem, $0 tell forever the story of the ..
first landing of White Men on the North American comiinent, ‘ | s
Those of the Little Santa Clarza Valley are more fortunat, fﬁr down
to todey there exist the day by day Diaries of Father Crespil, the , | Dy
Franciscan, and Costanso, Licutenant of Gespar de Fortels, t0 tell o:t :
ﬁh& Valley and its inhabitants as they saw it, e on fugust the 8th )

1769,  (iedrueter—sil, o Diary written at thetime snd at the place is

legal evidence even Court of Lew). The following excents are from = -
@""(ﬁ“"{b«; = : :
Bolton'a'tramo@p&ion of the Crespl and Costanso Diaries.
 From the Diary of Pather Crespi, is.takem the following a:ta\'z;r‘ .

of Amt the eighth and minth, 1769,

\.

; av‘ . Tuemday, August 8. About half past isx in the morning we left

{ *’7‘ the jiaue a:ad traveled thru the same valley, approaching the mﬂntﬁm
L

Following their course about half a league, we ascended by a sharp ruaa to }
a high pess, the ascent and descent of which was painful, the é.eamﬁ Eam "‘
made on £00t because of the steeymess. Once down we entered & muull valley~<
{Over Pernando I»faas to Newhall) in which there was a v;.uaee of haf.’thw\‘f

who had already sent messengers $0 us at the valley of Santa Cataline de -
¢ Bononia to guide us and show us the best road and pass through m m&
ains. These poor Indisns had many provisions ready to receive us. See-
ing that it was our intention to go om in.oxder not to lose the @‘mrch:‘
they urgently insisted that we should go to their vnlage.. which was

~A

some distance off the road; and we were obliged to comsent in oxde” N 4

a0t o displesse thems We enjoyed their good willland et PZesenis,
which consisted of some beskets of pinole, made of sage ami other H.nds

of grasses, end at the side of these baskeis they had ﬁtﬂm m»w '
drink from, They gave ms also 'S &id acoras, and were presented ﬁ:ﬁ
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beads in return. They furnished some other gdidea $0 accompany us; <
and we went on by the same valley, arriving late at the watering place, k

after a march of apeut four lesgues. e . S

The couniry from the vs.llago to the watering placa is delight~ -
ful and beamtiful in the plain, altho the mountains that surround it are i
bare and #oughs In the plein we saw many tall and thick cottonwoods
and oaks; sb.e watering place consists of an arroyo with agreat deal
of water which runs in a moderately wide valley, well grown with willcw#
and cottonwood. We' stopped on the bank of the arroyo, whers we. :meé. a
populous village in which the pevpls lived without any cove, for they
had no more tham a light shelter fenced 'm like & corral. (Santa Qlara
River near Castac, Los ingeles, Csumty.) For this reason the soldiers
called it Rancheria del Corral, and I called it Samta BW&M\'VT:’

that this saint might be protector for the coXversion of these Limnise
4s soon as we arrived they gave us many beskets of different kinds of z
seeds, and & sort of sweet preserve like little raisins, and another

resembling honeycomb, very sweet and purging, and made of the dew which \

sticks to the reed grass. It is a iery suitable place for a l&ési.on.

with much good land, many palisades, two very large arroyos of water,

and five large villages close togethser. :
Wednesday, August 9. This was a day of rsset, in oxdtr o give

an opportuniiy to the explorers to go and explere along the beach, for we

had this high mountain range in sight, and we undershoed from ghe heathen

that this is not phe only one, but that in the direction that we are

traveling there are four others, more rugged, and afterwards a large river

which they say we caxmot ford, and which rume to the sea; and that when

we roach it we will have to tura bsck, ALl this day we had visits from
these good Indians, who brought us their present of pimole, muts, end
preserves. They begzed us t0 remain with them, and 1 told them that w

would return, with whioch they were delighted. Ome of the huthn m
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visijed us here recognized Father Gomes and gave him amnembraces
telling hiw by signs that he was a cswt Indian, end that he had
glresdy seem hin on the bark from the sheru he also recognized Senor

Pages and semr Constanzo. This day we observed the latitude, and
it was thirty four degrees and 47 ninmtss.

The emplorers came back in the afternoon wi_th the report that
the good road still continued through the valley, and that it was quit;
possible %o Bo by wey of the beach. This charming valley which begins
after descending from the pass, I named Saunta Clara. We found here a
pepulous villages end the heathen wished to detain us, for they had
prepared refreslments or us. We perceived that they were having a &
wedding, and they showed us fhe bride, who wés the most dressed up m »’ -
the them all in the way she was painted and with her asr:.nga of beads.
From here on ihe women begin to wear more decent mmng, for in tha;ﬂ,ane .
aprons they wear deerskins fvom the waist down, which serve as skirts,

and liitle capes of rabbit skin to cover the rest of bedy. i
VL g s
From the Diary of Costano, the Ingineer, arg the amﬁns of e

the same date§

Tuesday, sugust 8. We entered the mountaim range, the roéd.
having already been marked out by the pioneers who had been nni ahesd
very early in the morning. Part of the way we traveled mgm
canyon, and part over very high hills of barrem soil, the ascent amd
descent of which were exceedingly difficult for the animals. We e
desconded afterwards %o a little valley where therc was an Indism Village
the inhebitants hed sent us messengers to the Valle de Santa Catalina,
and guides (o show us the best 3:-311 and pass throw the range. These

poor fellows had prepared refreshmanta for our xecwtmn, and as thq' :
saw that it was our intmtian to move on s0 as uot to Lntemm the W'l

marchs thay maﬂ.e the most earnest entreaties w manca us o visit ‘t&m
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village, which was 0ff ghe road. We had to comply with their requests
80 as not to disappoint theme We enjoyed their hospitality and bounty,
which consisted of seeds, acors, and mils. Furthermore, they furnished 3

e A

us guldes to take us to the wateringOplace zbout which they gave us :
information. We reached it quite late. The day’s mavch was four leaguess =
The country from the viliage o the watering-place is plessing '
and pi@t_uresque on the plain, althe | the surrounding mountains are bare
and rugged. On the plein we saw many groves of poplars and white oaks,
which were very tall and large. The watering-place nnsisﬁed of a atrem
containing mch water, that flowed in a moderately wide canyon where
thers were many willows and potplars. Near the place in which we amyed :
was a populous Indian village; the inhabitants lived withou etherkpro- ;
teotion than a light shelfer of branches in the form of an inclosure; :
for this reason the soldiers gave to the whole place the me\ of thn {0
Rancheria del Corral. : (,ﬁ%kwﬁ—«k}i ‘:(Ij“mm
({0 the Rancheria del Compal, 4 leagues, From San Diego, 58
leagues ). ;
Wednesday, August 9. Before our eyes extend.ed vagt mmntain
" ghains which we had necessarily to enter if we wished to contimue our
course to the north or northwest, as these were the directions ms'tj
’ advantageous and most convenient for cur journey. We feared that the
more we penetrated into the c;ountry. the greater the difficulties
might be, and that we might be led very far from ithe coast. 1t was
decided, therefore, to follow the canyon in which we had camped; and
the vourse of the stresm if xmssiﬁle. as far as the sea. To this
purpose the scouts, who hed been sent out early in the morning, hed =~

orders to proceed as far as they coulds and to find out if there were

any obsiacles on the 10ad. For this reason the people and N\m el
rested todaye ‘ :
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A mltitude of Indians came to the camp with presents of usdﬂ;
acorns, aud homsycombe formed on .frémes 0f cane. Lhey were a very
good-natured and affectionate peoples They expressed theuselves ade . . «
wdrably by .si@s, and understood all that we said to them in the same .
mannere Tims they gave us to understand that the road inland was very
mountainous and rough, while that aléng the coast was leve and easy of
access; thet if we went thru the interior of the country we would have
to pass over five mountain ranges, and as wany valleys, and that on
descending the last range we would have to cross a full and rapid river
that flowed between steep banks. ,

During the night the scouts returned and reported that the land
which lad. to the coast was level and contained plenty of water aud paam;
they .uad not been able to see the ocean, altho they had tz'avollod for e v
about six leagues following the course of the canyon.

Portola, the Commandente, the military man, with his mind on
other metters, mmch more briefly tells history of the eniry to tha
Valley of the Idttli Santa Clara.

August 8th. We proceeded for 6 hours over one of the highest

and steepest mountains and halted in a gully where there was mmch water =

and pasture. (Some natives appeared sud begged us to go to their
villages which was mear; there we found 8 villages together which must

“

have numbered more than 300 inhabitants - with & great grain.We

rested for one day where there was a village of about 50 ngtiv«. !
For the benefit of those uot acqgualnted with early Califoraia

Historys 1% may be wise %o remind them that in 1769, or thereabouts,

the Califoruia Ceest happened to be attracting international a»ttmtién. =
Bussia hed oemanccd;the' esta‘blislment eftrading pm:ts for the

rich fur trade steriiag in Alasks a.nd gradually infiltrati.ng Qm m

Coast as far as Fte Rosse Englend also had some claims basod on. ‘

Drake's voyages searching for a northwest pessage. Spsin was alraad;r
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in possession of all lMexico, and had long held lower California

through the establishuent of Jesuit Missions. , Spains colonial policy

AN

P made necessary an immediate settlement California, if ﬁmig —
ae

g

elaims to Californis were to be recognized. Experience had proved

10 Spein the economy and success of allowing colonization to be
carried on through the medium of the Oatholie religious cocletiesy M s

'%MWG

K@%@Ma@& mml W establ({ahiag iissionsh for the
propagation of the Faith, in heathen iands and gradually subjugating
the areas around the lission by proselytizing. The Jesuit order happen=
ed to be unpopular with Spanish government at this date, and the work
was therefore turned over tc the Fransiscan Order, to be carried out by
missionaries and teachers from the Franciscan College of San l‘ernandc
at lexico Oity:/ry‘&e plen was compietely carried out under the lm&m
Codnly Sem Tn~irr vy Raess A}
ship of the first appeim$ee, Father Junipero Serraa
Father Serra had come overland from Mexico City, and esteblished
Aot {R2n s
headguarters ot San Diego Bay which was chosen as the site for the most
southern of the prospective mssion’s\‘ Since 1594, S;:anish Maps had
shown the Bay of Monterey, diseovered on one of the vayages of vizeaino, -
and from its deseription and loeation it had boeon selected o be the aiu
of the most northern Hisaion; the plan being %o establish future
Missions, at about a days march apa.?t, each ligsion being a link in what
was 0 be a unbroke chain of Spanish influence rumning upen the Coastal
line. |
To find thj Bay of Montereys, Fr. Serra had first sent Msm '
The Ships went as far north, possibly, as Drake's Bay, but failed to
recognize the Bay of lonterpy. Father Serra then determined to send an
overland party, under coumand of his military 6ma;§;§.4 then Govenor %@3
of California, flaspar de Portola. This party went down in History as
the Sacred Expedition. . ‘

(This Sacred Bxpedition also failed to recogmise the Bay of
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Monterey but did find the Golden Gate - The Bay of Monterey later boiis £ A

found by a second overland wxpedition under Portola's 1eadersh1p). L 4

= » The entire proposition was simply one of ad.d.i.ng Hpper Galitam&&
to the territory under the Spanish Flag in the cheapest possible manmer.
Nothing could be cheaper than allowing a handful of Franciscan Friars,
with a Corporals (Guard of Spemish Soldiers, %o subdue a tremendous
territory by peacefully establishing & Chain of Missions. Had the
Friars been wiped out by hostile indians, & thing that frequently
happened, the Spanish Crown suffered no loss. if the Friars were
successful, they would cheat the clutching claws of the Russian lsar,
alresdy reaching down from the North to acquire more territory. This
digression merely hits the high spots in explaining why the Sacred
Expedition, or any one elses £or that matter, happened to come into the
Little Senta Clara Valley at that partlcular dates

,w "‘/\ 1 As the-first group of white men to emter the Valley of the Litﬂo_

Wf\ﬂ” 4 jwff\b r/*( !gar;i Clara, were such men as Rivera, Comuendsnte of California from

! n AL -

1773 t¢ 1777, Fages later to be not ounly conmandanie of California, but

,!

Govenor, in 1782, Oriega, discoverer of the Golden Gate, founder of the
Fresldio of Santa Barbaras while the men in the ramks included, Pedro :
Ampdor, Alvarado, Jose Railmunde Carrilio, Yorbs de Cotas Oliveras,
Soversues, who later geve their names to many of the Counties and most
of the prominent Californien familkes. Father Gren i, was the Paé.re
attached to the expedition. (It a’b? 2 cusf of‘\Fr fiscan, p‘r Jasuit
FPathers progelyting new countries, %0 keep a dally Diasry) Today thou—
Diaries are of major importance for historical source material.
4 , The naked Indians must have been highly at‘artlad to suﬁ the v
Expedition climbing down the ludian Trail from the South, as;:eaially if = 33
males and horses were along, for those aniﬁls were not native to the 1
Palley. HNeither was clothing, altho the tribes down near Ventura wm

garments of skins, but the Spaniards wore a nleevaleas Jacket made M

5



several thicknesses of skins, which would turn arrows shot £rom & distance, .

and a divided leather apron fastened to the saddle, covered the legs,

pratically a chaparejo, or chaps of today. (The Friars wore cauled

robes of coarse grey or brown m&’cerial. The Officers probably ren

0 i B
somewhat to colorsuw‘?ha aewm,;amying Indisns were dressed as usual

E"-)' AR ’i’f‘vwf‘..’d
$e80p nndressed) In event of tmu...e. t.ha aolﬁ,}.m sarwied—buil
& 7 ),_}1‘:4-,&

arm. WW lances, swopds,

and & small earbine. A Carn e of bul hih p shie Lo
ZAEN ,;:v_a,—{“f A
Ortega's Scouts went in advance, picking out camping places

with water and feed. Thelrs was peaceful work, as the party was airaaﬁy
seven weeks out of San Diego.s (The recoxd shows actual travel of only :

about three hours a day, covering about three leagues (approximately o
26 miles to a league) (resting one day in four), and normally they o
wer§ procecding on invitation and with gnidea from the tribal areas :"

shead, who had probsbly heard of the trade beads to be gotten by the
2 e ».5:9. s/ 2 y i
superfluous foods . 22 ¢ 2N T 5""\/ -
On the night of August 7the., 1769, the Sacred E?ipeditmn

camped about at Tunnel Station, on the Sen Fernando Valley side of the

Mountainsy and on August 8the, climbed down the old Indian Trail, Jjust

about where Highway 99 cute the crest of the mountains. At the hospit-

able reques¥ of Indisus from the old village (about at the Devendorf

renche,) the Expedition swung off the road to visit.

Ihe Diary shows that Fr. COrespi named the Valley August 9thay
1769, for Santa Clars, the founder of 1'Ordre de Salnte-Claire, or les f
Clarisses, in 1212 A. De, the Lady in question being deseribed as & |
fashionable, frivolous girl, who, when buyt 17, was so affecied by the
preaching of Ste Franc_{.s. that she became & nun, at the convent 6£
Porciuncula. Her day was August the 12th.

The Expeditin was camped by the Indien Village of Cha~

guayabit, and rested there August 9th., starting down the Little
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Santa Clara river bauks towsrds the Ocean August the 10th. ?ff/( ¥ D b

For the next few years, the Valley saw few white meia. and

its primitive life remgined unchanged. Father Francisco Gerces did

come through here on his exploration of the liojave Desert in April,
of 1776, and rested ten days. His Diary resd as follows (m@‘%
(Irail of a Spanish Pioneer") /

84pril 13th. 1 passedover a Sierra that comes off the Sierra
ﬁevma and rung to the west-nortiwest, mid entered into the Valle de
Santa Clara, having gone two leagues on 2 north course, in the after-
noon having gone a league and a half northwest, arrived at the Cienega
de Santa Clara (Chaguayabit). One of the Janajabs having taken sick,
I tarried in this place until the twenty third day; during which 1
visited various rgncherias that there are in these Sierras, as also
the caxones and arroyos, with mch waier and abundant grasss and from
whose inhabitants 1 expérienced particular meekness and affability.
I baptized ome infirm old man, the Father of the Chief of the Ranch~
erias, having insiructed him by means ¢of Swwastisn, tho with dkiff&}oulty..'
There eame other Indisns from the north northeast, who promise to con-

duct me to their laund, as also they did, with five more Jemajabs who

arrived these days to trade.

April 23. (1776) 1 departed west, and at a little distauce
took a course north, ob which I surmounted the great sierra; and halt=-
ed at a cienega that is on the descent having travelled thus far,
nine leagues"s : » 7 7

Se-fay, the Franciscans had eatabliahed{msaim. at San Diege,-
E 'v* ‘! ‘},J’“" - 7

70 Ban Carlos (mnterey). San mia Obispo, San Antanio. Sen Juan Cap~—

(—< M
2istrane, and Santa Puemo Ventnrw and dan Qabriel. W?I

The jump from San Gebriel to Santa Buena Ventura was 76 milaﬁ.
altogether too long £or a ome day march. Not only thats in the

Valley named by Pr Crespi, Valle de Samta Catalina, but later to ’h'q“ia\g
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known as the Encino (Osk) ¥alley, there were large muubers of lndian

f;w

Villages that could not nﬁnibly be comverted und afterwards ad.mtnism .

ed, from these two Missions., Father Serrax died at San Carlca
Mission in 1784, snd Lis Associate, Father Lasuen had succeeded him :
adA Presidente of the California lMissious. Lasuen took up the torch =
of Serra, and, as fast as Califormia politics, as interpeted by the
Californis Civil Governors wounld permit, undertook the work of filling
in the gaps in the Ghaimet mm;.«

T
/,‘//I.n 1795, an mpad.ihon explored the Valley morth of San &a‘nri.l

{\_ for a liission site,.t0 which was attached Fr. Vinente de Santa Maria.

Y _an—

E}&B}"’Fﬁf&lgelhardt ts "Sen Pernando Rey" is taken the folmm : "i.%rpt'

of Fre Sauta liaris's Report, sent from lission Santa Buena Ventura. s 7?5' :

"My most Venerable md Esteemed Fr. Presidents: ln coup.

 with the resolution of the governor that an examination be nads witk
the greatest exactitude and in a thoroughly satisfactory manmer, in
order to fiud the best place between this lilssion and that of san

Babriel, so that we may proceed with assurance in case the fmding of

another mission between this and that be conceded; and since his Homor
wishes that a lisslonary make the survey, and your Revereuce has en-
trusted this charge %o me, I shall have to execute it perfectly.

1 have t0 report that on fugust 16th, at twelve 0'clock at ;
noon, i set out from this Mission accompanied by Ensign Don Fzblo Coka, ‘,
Sergeant Don Jose llaria Ortegas, and four S0ldiers cesscecsssssscssass v

On the nineteenth we left Calabazes at half past six in the

morning, going on the saming real as far as Incino Valley, from where we

took the direction towards the eost morthwest. Ve went to explore the

place where the alcalde of the pueblo (Los ingeles), Francisco Bev

f
has his ramcho. It un in fromt oz }msxiwﬁ’”



is distant from the Camine Real shout two leagues » . 4 b 88

We found the place ¢uite suitable for o mission, tecouse it hes

mich water, mich hunid land, and also limestone g o o o ¢ CRR R

Stone for the foundations of buildings is nesrby. There 1a pine tiuber

in the direction of west northwest of said locality, mot very fer aways

also pastures are to be found oxd patches very suitable for cattle; but
there is lack 0f £irewood o o « o o o » o To this loocality belong, cnd
they acknowledge it, the gentiles of other rancherics e« « + « oWho

have not affilistcd with Mssion San Gebriel » o o ¢ ¢ 4 e

On the twenty fifth, we set out » « » s« « ¢ after a 1&3@\3 and
a8 half we found ourselves at & pass which was vefy rough, so thgat,
in order to aecemi and descend it we had to alightse At & little dis~
tance from the descent we encountered & little ditch of water where we &

stopped at six in the eveninugs.

On the tweniy sixth we set out from thers at six in the mernm
and at eight we reached said ;place and caue to a rancheria mtigueua
t0 a zanja of very copious wayer at the foot of We fellwaﬂ
‘this diteh to its begimning, which wes ebout & keapue distent; and

£rom here it is whers the Rio de Sents Clera takes origim.

This zanje is very easy of access, 50 that with ité water sm&
land cen be irrigated; but iB said distriet we found no place suitab’.ta
for establishing s m(/sion. 1% ie six leagues distant from the Gwzm'
Real to the north and 1% has the sdditional drawback 0f the pass through
the sierra.” |

The first wescription of course is the site 0f mssion San

Pernando, the second description: is of the Little Santa Cla.fa m}.lei -
“wisMeatar. which then, if ever, needed gust one good modsrn Roaltar
to talk his mtsy passed the mughneua of tha o Tosiey s oo 7

the good Fadre of meny wide boulevards for the future. As m.ight be




. headwater area iu 1804e
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expected, without that ald, the Sen Fornundo Valley, yet 0 beywon
its first competitive struggles with the hesdwater srea of the little =
Santa Clara. =
dzn Fernendo lission was built in 1707. :
The mountain range, to which Fre. Santa lerias objected, renaizned in

place with one major results i.es that the large gentile (uncouverted,

Indian population about the Chaguayabit and the head water srea vere

practicall beyond the influence of the ilission San Fornando, and were

still forty miles distant from Mission Santa Buena Ventura, which meant

that its looal use was smalle

But Qoeher factor hed to be considered. o= }"“ﬁ b

' Under the Spanish colomization systeme the Missions supported the

Fresidios, o0& F¥owks, where the military was maiﬁta&n‘eda The Senta o - 4
Barbara Presidio depended im part upon the wmribatiem‘ of grain, m“! .
soap, tallow, etce from San Fermando Mission. Asap it was meré that g, <
days .trip from San Fernando iission to lission Santa Bueno Ventura. &\s
Also in the Mission Sun Jernendo Grant were included the rsnches of
Sen Francisco Jovier, or Uhagusysbit, snd Camulos, both of which were on \\w

the sane side of the Range as Santa Barbara, with an easily travelled

road running down the Canada de Santa Clars, and with renches gmdn&i?g

both for wheat aud for cattle. They were, however,tico far removed from .
\\ i g

the iission for efficlent operation, and it wes probebly & mixture of

the preced;ng reasons, thal inspired Father bunetz, of San Fernando

Mission, to build the first building in the Little Semta Clara Valley
This was an adobe struciure (about 105 feet by 17 feet) for
granary, &bmnm‘y end guest house uses The site was completoly lost
for a half a centuryy and was finally re-discovered and tdeatifsad m‘
1906 by Re Po Ven Valkenburg and the writers who naturally fownd it
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while hmting £or something entirely differents
&rehaeelagical excevalion under Arthur Woodvard, of the Le e

County Imsewn, showed & pmmzo division into size wmm ne

living quarters being tiled flowred and metod. walls built of typznal
Misslon adobe brick, white washed on the interior. Ihe cast ené. of
the buildiiig was evidently the gransry, and did mot have & tiled f£loors

About 60 feet to the south of the atrucmre, is snother wall

line, probably the rameds wall, in the south.east corner of which wes &

kiln where the tile was probebly baked, snd sdjoining which was aother

adobe store room.

4 plen of peconstrustion, siniler t0 that at Riverside, vas | |
shattered in 1936 whan treasure Imuters, the curse of all old Maaimi
d.ug the tile floor out snd practically woeeked the utraatun in a tat&h :
effort to £ind the tressure the archaeologists had laoanod w m =
tiled floors - evidentdy figuring that, as the diggers invsriﬁbls ! P!
excavating when the tile Zloor wuas encountered, and dlways spread dirt
over the tiles %0 discourage snyone from qtmmg them before leaving
there :mst have been iission gold hidden &t the spots |

“he fallacy of this bellef ¥s quickly shown wheu 1t is real&nﬂ‘-\,
that all California Indions were stone aged people, withmt uses pé;&é.g;

ion or imowledge of metal, that the first gold ﬁumuﬁ@e Wewe in 1842,

.../\A._\

and that the Mission had been amlarisad in 1834, aiﬂit\x\ms mfaxa
that date. '

The site of the bullding was on the projecting mesa, Jtui'
the ereck easterly from Castaio Junction, a high elbow 0f grouss
manding an impressive panorams.

~ Up to 1804, the Valley had suffered little



manding an impressive panoraus. :

was & slight infiltration of Mission indians whes

e ‘» ;
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while nting for something entirely differents

srchseological excevation under Artimyr Woodward, of the le A.

L e i S S o ER

Misalion adobe brick, white washed on the interior. The sast -end‘ét

the buildihg was evidently the gransry, and did not have & tiled floor. :'.i;

About 60 feet to the south of the structure, is another wall

line, probably the ramede wall, in the south.east cormer of which wes &
kiln where the tile was probsbly baked, snd adjoining which was shiother

adobe store room.

A plan of reconstrusction, similar to that at mVernide': was ¢
shattered in 1936 when treasure hmnters, the curse of all cld MBSiM§
dng the tile floor out and practically wrecked the atmotur. ina i‘utﬁi“ v
effurt to find the treasure the aruhaoologists had locatﬂ. er m
tiled floors - evidentdy figuring that, as the diggers invariabl;r a‘f
excaevating when the tile Iloor was encountered, and dlways spread aire

over the tiles %0 discourage snyone £rom stmling them before 1eavxng.

there 'mst have been iﬁissiqn gold hidden at the spots %
The fallacy 0f this belief s quickly shown whes 1t is realised .
that all California Indions were stone aged people, without use, possess~

ion or imowledge of metal, that the first gold ﬁuaéfnﬁds were in 1842,

and that the Mission had been secularized in 1834, eight' ears before

that date.

The site of the building was on the projecting messz, Jm

Up to 1804, the Valley had suffered little

fiere probeble ; teﬁ fﬁ?

£ron the Jission to be a serious menausa *.0 traditional customes




e it An occasional Opaniard undoubtedly came"through the Valley,

but, taken as & whole, the p:.emra was 00t grsatly c}“&nged. i
How 1% wes differants  Right ut the site
Padres hed established their local dssislencies t0 the .&ndims, a4
0rkshops ;
Ag a matter of feoty even the Indian villégoﬁ began to loae“

their original iribual assaciatians} and repiace them with thelr
Mission 'atﬁuations. Bow the Yillages in Placaritea and on tha eaat :

§ : : ‘ side of the Valley znd 1:1 the Canyone were snowi as ?&nmn :‘.?j{f"'
‘ ‘ Chagueyebit itselr however as Nentureno. ; . . o
- . ' The medicine men could not face the Fadres, cnd it was pmbably |
| then that the older wen of the triba sorrowfully bundled np m&r o
%’; 1 ; , ~ geremonial regalis and pucked it high into the ;preeiphm eltfﬂ ﬁ&
oo Sen wunex Mquite Canyon, in sigm Qf tht Msutannh; ,m
— the regaua mto the starago caves wbare tha .'Pyla hoyu tm tt in

1884, sold the contemts t0 & man Haned Bowers, then & Vengura aﬁiw&; RS

' who in tern sold 1t to Feabody Museus, where it is todaye ,_
> | 1t umst heve boen difficult for logical indiens to £ollow &
| . taac‘m.nga. of Franciscen Fathers, when the Spanish ’mleli’.’erag the

other white people they came in gontagt t;&tha seeued 6o entiusias ti :
1y do w&mﬁx&ne the Padres said was wrongs it wm
es hard to understand why the iission and the lands which tie

kept saying belomged to the indlans, and for which ‘the Padres ver‘e".‘

only Trustees, were only & source of work without recoupense to

owners - if they were OWners.



