




S. Clarita 
stars in 
own video 
History, progress 
in 1st decade noted 

Tuesday, Aug. 5,1997
By Teresa Jimenez 
Daily News Staff Writer 

SANT A CLARITA - The 18-
minute video celebrating the city's 
10th birthday is part documentary 
and part bragging session, filled 
with observations from City Coun­
cil members on Santa Clarita's 
beginning and recent 
achievements. 

With a folksy country-western 
tune playing in the background, a 
v01ce on the video tells viewers how 
vision, history and tradition have 
come together to create a quality of 
life that surpasses other 
communities. 

Then Councilman Carl Boyer 
remembers how the first commu­
nity meeting was held in a classroom 
of the old Saugus schoolhouse. And 
City Manager George Caravalho 
remembers the challenge of getting 
a new city off the ground. 

"It was really fun starting from 
scratch and coming up with the 
money to do things," he says on the 
video. 

This, the voice says, is why Santa 
Clarita has big-city business but 
small-town charm. 

"This is sort of a 'take pride in 
your community' video," said Gail 

See VIDEO / Page 4 

Video follows 
10-year journey 
from cityhood 
VIDEO / From Page 1 

Ortiz, public information officer for 
the city. "We're letting people know 
there's a reason to celebrate, a reason 
to be happy you work and play in 
Santa Clarita." 

The $15,000 video, put together by 
Valencia Production and Post, isn't 
designed to promote the city to any­
one except the people who live here, 
Ortiz said. It serves as a reminder that 
cityhood has helped keep money in 
the city, allowed more parks to be 
developed and helped draw more 
businesses to the area, she said. 

The video will be aired on public 
access television channel 20 during 
the month. But presentations will be 
made to groups ranging from the local 
Rotary Club and PT A to homeown­
ers associations and the Chamber of 
Commerce, as well as any other 
organizations that request one, Ortiz 

said. 
For who don't know that Santa 

Clarita was named by California 
Business Journal as one of the top 
cities in California to do business or 
that it is often named one of the safest 
cities for its size, they will after 
watching the tape. 

They'll also discover that the city 
has expanded its park space, taken on 
a redevelopment project and pre­
served open space while offering a 
variety of activities for the families 
who live here. 

"We want to make it a place where 
people come. We want to make it a 
place where people feel safe," Mayor 
Clyde Smyth says in the video. 
"Welcome to Santa Clarita." 

Cable channel 20 will air the city 
video at 9:30 p.m. Aug. 14 and Aug. 
21 and at 7 p.m. Aug. 18 and Aug. 25. 
To request a presentation, call O1tiz 
at (805) 255-4314. 



rt workshop offered 

by SCV city officials

The ins and outsthe
National State County Partner­
ship Granting Program will be 
detailed at a free workshop from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb. 5, in the Century Room on 
the first floor of City Hall, 23920 
Valencia Blvd. The workshop is 
sponsored by the city of Santa 
Clarita Parks, Recreation and 
Community Services Depart­
ment and the Los Angeles Coun­
ty Arts Commission. The NSCP 
grant program provides up to 
$10,000 for eligible Los Angeles 
County arts organizations. Work­
shop attendees will learn about 
the application process and also
have the opportunity to network 
with other arts organizations and 
representatives from the area. To 
reserve a seat at the workshop or 
for more information, call the 
Los Angeles County Arts Com­
mission Grants Manager at (213) 
974-1343 or city Cultural Arts 
Coordinator Sean Morgan at 
286-4034. 
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Railroad, freeway brought life to vaUey 
HISTORY I From Page 1 

"Progress"beganin 1875, with the 
purchase of Rancho San Francisco 
- the Santa Clarita Valley - by The future of Santa Clarita is 

development - more subdivisions 
more malls, more industrial centers
and more highways. 

were set. The first subdivisions 
appeared in . the mid-60s and new­
comers bolstered the valley's popu­
lation to about 70,000 : in 1980. 

cityhood, becoming the largest city 
ever to incorporate in California. 

development · progressed 
very little for the first 60 years of this 
century,"· Scorza said. "Nothing 
really happened in the valley, the 
population stayed smallish until the 
'60s. Then the freeway came 
through, and everything changed." 

auctioneer Henry Mayo Newball. 
Over the decades, what became The 
Newhall Land and Farming Co. 
managed farms and ranches in the 
region, selling off some parcels. 

Newhall descendants continued 
to manage the company in the 20th 
century and when it was announced 
that the Golden State Freeway 
would be built through the rancho, 
plans for the "new town" ofValencia 

Development fever spread across 
the valley, which today boasts about 
180,000 residents. 

Meanwhile, the neighboring 
communities of Saugus, Canyon 
Country and Newhall continued to 
grow, each maintaining its own 
character. In 1987, reacting to 
unchecked growth in the area, resi­
dents overwhelmingly voted for

Still, Santa Clarita maintains a 
small-town character, boosterss 
insist. But times have changed sin e 
thelasttumofthecentury, wheno e 
postman traveled the entire area 
each day, roaming from ranches i.n 
Castaic to Saugus to Newhalll; 
traveling dirt roads to homes set far 
apart on open land, Scorza said. 

"I often wonder about people w o 
were here before the '60s'," he sai . 
"I wonder what they must feel." 
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s all business guide debuted on Thursday 
Resource book to be 
unveiled at SCVCC's 
membership meeting

Bv Jack Katzanek 98 g 
Signal Business Editor 

The Smal I Business Resource Guide, a 
· practical handbook with information on how 

toiget a commercial tart in the Santa Clari­
ta YaUey, will be debuted at the Santa Clari­
ta Valley Chamber of Commerce's quarterly 

, membership meeting Thursday, according to 
a city spokeswoman. 

The guide, which was produced by the 

SCVCC and the city of Santa Clarita, is 
designed to give new and existing business­
es direction to negotiate the area's businesss 
climate, according to Stacy Miller, an ana­
lyst with the city's Economic Development 
Department. 

The resource guide grew out of the cham­
ber 's Year of the Small Business efforts, a 
joint deciaration for 1998 by the city and the 
scvcc. 

While not listing any potential vendors, 
the guide has information that include con­
tacts for starting up and expanding a busi­
ness, as well as resources for fundin g, train­
ing, licensing and foreign trade, Miller said. 

Bob Kellar, who chai rs the chamber 's

Year of the Small Business Committee; and 
Mayor Jan Heidt, will jointly unveil the 

product. 
"The goal of the guide is to provide resi­

dents with a where-to-go on starting new 
business in Santa Clarita,' ' Kellar said. "We 
are proud to say the finished product ha 
ended up serving an even broader base, as it 
includes resources that can assist virtual1y 
every business in our community." 

The meeting is scheduled to start at 11 :45 
a.m. at the Ranch House lnn, and the admis­
sion fee is $15. The guest speaker will be 
small business consultant Kent Burnes, who 
will speak on "Shapi ng Up For the New Mil­
lennium." 

Anyone looking for a copy of the guide or 
more information should contact Miller at 
287-4166. 







By Susan Goldsmith

Signal Staff Writer 

BURBANK-A visibly angered 
Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Mike Antonovich asked President 

'Clinton and his team of top federal 
>fficials Wednesday to look beyond 
t e San Fernando Valley to 
ea thquake-battered Santa Clarita, 
wh h he said has been shaken by a 
trer 1or of indifference ever since 
Monday's earthquake. 

"Over one-half million people 
are impacted and need your assis­
tance," Antonovich told the presi­
dent. "Santa Clarita Valley, which 
has over 200,000 people, is land­
locked. The Antelope Valley, 
which has over 200,000 people, is 
also landlocked. The freeway is 
down and they need 
transportation." 

The president toured parts of the 
San Fernando Valley Wednesday 
during the one-day visit, with Con­
gressman Howard "Buck" 
McKeon, R-Santa Clarita, as one of 
his guide. Following the tour, Clin­
ton conducted a three-hour town 
hall meeting at the Burbank Airport 
with federal, state and local offi­
cials, including Los Angeles Mayor 
Richard Riordan, Gov. Pete Wilson 
and California Senators Dianne 
Feinstein and Barbara Boxer. 

Clinton and his staff announced 
they'd immediately release $45 

Freeway-collapses 
crowd Metrolink

million for freeway repairs and de­
bris removal, $239 million in Small 
Business Administration money, up 
to $ 100 million to fund rental assis­
tance vouchers as well as $34 mil­
lion in Community Development 
block grants. Clinton also promised 
to ask Congress to reduce the 25 
percent state matching requirement 
for federal assistanceto JO percent. 

"I think you have a very strong 
case for waiver, but before we can 
do that we need a realistic assess­
ment" of the cost, Clinton said. "I 
think Congress will do the right 
thing." 

And, Clinton said, ''This is a na­
tional problem . . .. This is some­
thing we plan on staying with to the 
very end." 

Gov. Pete Wilson told Clinton 
the earthquake damage will be the 
costliest in the state's history with 
preliminary estimates putting the 
total at $30 billion. 

"The people of this community 
have been through enormous tests 
in the last few years," Wilson said. 
"These disasters do seem to bring 
out the very best in people ... 
They 're shaking but their spirit is 
not broken." 

Although the money will be im­
mediately released, including some 
$777,000 for the Santa Clarita Val­
ley in Housing and Urban Develop­
ment grants, Antonovich said his 

See CLINTON, page A4 

crnton 
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district is being lost in the earth­
quake shuffle. 

"The Santa Clarita Valley is de­
vastated and it's important the pres­
ident realize this is a regional prob- . 
lem," said Antonovich. "It's impor­
tant we get solutions and not 
political rhetoric." 

McKeon said he made Clinton 
well aware the earth uake destruc-

tion was severe in the northern por­
tion of Los Angeles County. 

"I told him, 'Look, this is my dis­
trict,"' said McKeon, who is sche-
duled to meet with Transportation 
Secretary Frederico Pena today. "I 
went to each of these people indivi­
dually who can help us. 

And, he added, "Just getting the 
president here is important. It 
shows his concern." 

In reference to Clinton and his 
team of officials, McKeon said, 

"These guys, as I've seen them, are 
doers." 

Concerned the meeting did little 
to bring attention to the northern 
portion of Los Angeles, Antono­
vich said, "It was a dog and pony 
show for the city of Los Angeles, 
which, in my opinion, jeopardizes 
the services needed and required by 
the citizens in the Santa Clarita Val­
ley, Antelope Valley, the city of San 
Fernando, Santa Monica, Glendale 
and Burbank, who've all been de­
vastated by the earthquake." 

Motorist survives 
freeway plunge 

By Mark Sabbatini

Signal Staff Writer 

NEWHALL - A 42-year-old 
man was hospitalized Thursday 
afternoon after driving a catering 
van off a severed Antelope Valley 
Freeway connector ramp that col­
lapsed during Monday's earth­
quake, officials said. 

Tony Moufarrege, of Sun Val­
ley, drove off the southbound 
ramp at approximately 1 p.m., 
landing upside down on a tractor 
below that was used in repairing 
the freeway, said Mark Savage, a 
Los Angeles County Fire Depart­
ment inspector. He said Moufar­
rege was airlifted to Henry Mayo 
Newhall Memorial Hospital. 

Moufarrege was said to be in 
fair condition with minor injuries 
late Thursday. 

"He was conscious and talk­
ing," Savage said. "He was ex­
tremely lucky. seeing as he 
dropped 40 feet and landed upside 
down." 

The van had been serving food 
to workers near the damaged 
transition, said Officer Pablo Tor­
res of the California Highway 
Patrol. 

"For some unknown reason, the 
vehicle went off in the wrong 
direction," he said. 

The catering vehicle also car­
ried a refrigerator, a stereo and 
other personal belongings, Sav­
age said. 

Firefighters used to "Jaws of 
Life" to extricate Mouffarrege 
from the vehicle, he added. 

The accident is the second since 
the overpass collapsed during 
Monday's magnitude 6.6 earth­
quake. Los Angeles Police De­
partment Officer Clarence W. 
Dean, 46, died after driving his 
motorcycle off the ramp 45 mi­
nutes after the quake. 

The freeway is closed at the 
Placerita Canyon Road off-ramp, 
and officials said repairs to the 
freeways will take at least a year. 

SHAUN DYER/The Signal' 

The transition from the southbound Antelope Valley Free-

way to northbound Interstate 5 was a quake casualty.
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-5 de our 
sometime next wee 
By Mark Sabbatini
Signal Staff Writer 

SANTA CLARITA- A series 
of detours around the severed junc­
tion of Interstate 5 and the Antelope 
Valley Freeway that may be able to 
handle between half to two-thirds 
of normal traffic flow is expected to 
open next week, officials said 
Friday. 

Traffic on I-5 will be rerouted 
onto The Old Road to go around a 
stretch of the freeway that col­
lapsed during Monday's magnitude 
6.6 earthquake, said Joe Shaw, a 
Caltrans spokesman. Commuters 
on the A.V. Freeway (state High­
way 14) are being diverted to Sierra 
Highway, with all four lanes of the 
road converted for southbound use, 
and to the northbound truck lanes. 

Shaw said Caltrans workers hope 
to have the 1-5 detour completed by 
Tuesday, but weather could pose a 
problem. 

"There's a 40 percent chance of 
rain this weekend, so we may not be 
ready," he said. 

Shaw said he does not know how 
long the completion of the detour 
could be delayed if weather is 
unfavorable. 

Aftershocks from the earthquake 
could also pose a problem, Shaw 
said. But he said a series of small 
jolts Friday did not affect work, 
despite a small landslide that 
blocked The Old Road. 

Monday's · earthquake caused a 
several hundred foot long section of 
the southbound Highway 14 con­
nector ramp to I-5 to collapse, 
falling about 75 feet onto the 1-5 
freeway below. In addition, a por­
tion of I-5 collapsed onto The Old 
Road about one mile north of the 

junction. 
The tremor left commuters from 

the Santa Clarita and Antelope 
valleys with Sierra Highway as the 
sole north/south route to Los 
Angeles. Motorists have spent up to 
four hours during the week waiting 
to get through the bottlenecked 

road. 
Caltrans officials have estimated 

See ROADS, page A8 
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that repairs to the freeways will 
take at least a year. 

Completing the detour to I-5 is 
the most important task, since the 
detour for Highway 14 has essen­
tially been established, Shaw said. 
He said traffic will be diverted to 
The Old Road between Calgrove 
Boulevard and Weldon Canyon 
Road, but remain on 1-5 the rest of 
the drive - including the section 
where Highway 14 fell on the 
freeway. 

"Most of the areas where the 
bridge fell down on the freeway 

have been cleared or are close to 
being cleared at this time," he said. 

About 50 people arc removing 
15,000 yards of concrete and steel 
at Gavin Canyon to construct the 
detour between I-5 and The Old 
Road, according to CalTrans offi­
cials. The work is about 60 percent 
completed. 

Improvements are also being 
made to The Old Road, as 75 
workers resurface, stripe and place 
signs on the str.eet. That work is 20 
percent completed. 

The current main alternative for 
those traveling on the I-5 require 
northbound motorists to take the 
Highway 14 truck lanes to San 
Fernando Road to Magic Mountain 

Parkway, and southbound motor­
ists to exit at Valencia Boulevard 
and take surface streets to Sierra 
Highway. 

Other alternatives· for motorists 
who normally take 1-5 or Highway 
14 include Highway 126 to either 
Highway 23 in Fillmore, or High­
way 101 in Ventura, and Highway 
14 to Angeles Forest Highway in 
Palmdale. 

Shaw is also urging commuters 
to the Metrolink rail service, which 
is running extra cars on all trains 
and has expanded the number of 
pickup stations and trains running. 
Information on Metrolink sche­
dules can be obtained by calling 
(800) 371-LINK. 



Officials
shoot forr 
Thursda 
By Mark Sabbatini
Signal Staff Writer 

SANTA CLARITA - The 
scheduled opening of the detour ar-
ound a bridge on Interstate 5 that 
collapsed during last week's earth­
quake has been postponed from to­
day until at least Thursday, officials 

said. 
The delay resulted when Caltrans 

workers planning to blow up the re­
mainder of the Gavin Canyon 
Bridge to protect traffic passing be­
low discovered key utility lines run­
ning under the interchange, said 
Russell Snyder, a Caltrans spokes­
man. He said officials brought in 
20,000 yards of dirt to cover the 
utilities, which included fiber­
optics lines to Los Angeles Interna­
tional Airport, plus key local gas 

and oil lines. 
"They had to create an earthen 

buffer to protect the lines when the 
concrete fell down," he said. "They 
made the dirt 15 feet thick in some 

spots." 
Crews are now hauling away the 

demolished concrete and steel, and 
hope to have a detour on The Old 
Road finished in time for Thursday 
morning's commute, Snyder said. 
He said rain forecast for Monday 
night might delay the opening 
f urthcr, but beliewesitwi 1 bot e i 

factor. 

Metrolink station 
Soledad Canyon Rd., east of 
Saugus Speedway 

............. Metrolink line 

- Interstate 5 detour 
The Old Road, perhaps as 
soon as Wednesday, will 
serve as a detour around 
quake-damaged stretches of 
1-5. The detour will feature 
two lanes in each direction 
with a center divider. 
Southbound traffic will leave 
the freeway at Calgrove 
Boulevard and rejoin it at the 
Weldon Summit truck stop. 
Northbound traffic will exit the 
freeway at the truck stop and 
re-enter at Calgrove. 

DEL 

"Under normal circumstances we 
wouldn, t have workers out there in 
therain, but these are extraordinary 
circumstances," he said. 

A magnitude 6.6 earthquake Jan. 
17 caused parts of the overcrossing 
to collapse onto The Old Road, 
more than 200 feet below. Cal trans 
and other officials estimate it will 
take at least a year to repair the 
bridge and other freeways damaged 
m the quake, including a portion of 
the Antelope Valley Freeway 
(Highway 14) that collapsed onto 
1-5. 

Traffic on 1-5 will be diverted 
onto an improved stretch of The Old 
Road between Calgrove Boulevard 
and Weldon Canyon Road. Offi­
cials estimate the detour will be able 
to handle half to two-thirds of nor­
mal traffic flow. 

Traffic on Highway 14 has been 
diverted southbound onto Sierra 
Highway and northbound onto the 
Highway 14 truck lanes. 

Jerry Baxter, a Caltrans director 
said he hopes to have the south-
bound truck lanes on the freeway 
open at the end of the week to 
further relieve traffic flow, which 
has resulted in delays of up to four 
hours. 

Caltrans officials said Monday 
morning's traffic was relatively 
light compared to last week, due to 
commuters carpooling, using 
public transportation and stagger­
ing their traveling hours. 

Highway 14 detour 
Highway 14 is closed south of 
Placerita Cyn. Rd. The detour 
follows Sierra Highway to The 
Old Road, Foothill Boulevard 
and San Fernando Road in the 
San Fernando Valley, where 
commuters can take 
Sepulveda Boulevard to the 
Rexford St. entrance to 1-5. 

0 Red Cross shelter 
Newhall Park (1 of 4) 

City Hall 
- Emergency center 

N 

Map not to scale 
Sources: Caltrans 
City of Santa Clarita 

COMMUTING TIPS 

Lyons Avenue 

1-5 detour may 
open Thursday 

Road 

Newhall

Highway 14 
detour open 

Tim Whyte/The Signal 
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Inside scoop
Carol ROCK 

t of the rubble 
e many heroes 

Aftertl e dust settles (and they say
it will, eventually) it will be hard to 
pick one hero(ine) from the hundreds 
on the streets of Santa Clarita. One 
name I've heard over and over is 
Adele MacPberson, the city's 
emergency preparedness coordinator. 
Formerly from the Red Cross, Adele 
. came on board the city staff (al the 

City officials work 
out of tent, trailers 
By Mark Sabbatini 94
Signal Staff Writer 

Santa CLARITA - City offi­
cials have moved into less distin­
guished - but considerably safer 

housing for at least the next two 
months, operating from two mobile 
trailers and a tent in the parking lot 
of the devastated City Hall. 

aftermath and gear up for what is 
certain to be a challenging few 
months. 

"We're trying to evolve from an 
emergency operations center to a 
satellite City Hall," she said. 

Everything involving expensive 
equipment, from payroll to the 
city's disaster hotline, were 
crammed into the trailers, while 
utilities officials and others fielded 
questions · under the "Big Top" 
outside. 

The city is trying to help private 
businesses and offices at City Hall 
find a location to operate from until 
repairs are completed, Foy added.

C ntlnued from page A 1 

earthquake-related issues can be 
answered by staff in the tent.

The busiest activity continues to 
be building inspections, with 30 to 
40 teams of inspectors from the 
region perfonning 800 inspections 
daily, Foy said. She said damage is 
estimaterdat more than $162 million 
to date and it will be weeks before a 

final tally is known. 
"We don't have a breakdown by 

community," she said. "It's obvious 
Valencia was hit a lot harder than 
anybody." 

A total of 3,113 private buildings 
- such as homes and churches -
and 583 public buildings sustained 
damage, according to the latest 
figures. Damages include $11.2 
million to roads, $3.6 million to 
bridges, $76 million to public and 
private schools. $23.5 million to 

single family homes and $8.8 mil­
lion to multi-family dwellings. 

The city's emergency operations . 
center handling tasks such as 
analyzing and compiling damage 
data - is continuing to operate 24 
hours a day, Foy said. City employ­
ees have been working 12 hours a 
day, seven days a week since the 
quake hit, but she said officials are 
trying to end that this week. 

idding of City Manager George Car­
avalho who made our preparedness 
one of his priorities) where she 

Last week's earthquake made 
City Hall uninhabitable and virtu­
ally all of the offices, plus addi­
tional emergency services, had to 
be relocated, said Gail Foy, city 
spokeswoman. She guided the me­
dia on a tour of the facilities during 
a press conference Wednesday, 
where the latest local damage fig­
ures were released. 

Residents can obtain building 
permits and Metrolink passes from 
offices in the trailer. Infonnation on 
FEMA, when water will be restored 
to homes, shelters and other 

Residents with questions can call
the city's hot line at 286-4105. 

started the S.E.C.U.R.E. program to
get us ready for The inevitable. When 
you see her on the street after things 
calm down, thank her. We're so lucky 
to have her! 

1 he city's occasionally excitable 
volunteer coordinator Priscilla Nielsen 
has used willing citizens to do every­
this· ng under the sun, whether it was 
selling Metrolink tickets or distributing 
drinkingwater (which you should use, 
theytell us now, for at least another 
t ·o weeks). Priscilla would like you 
ali to know that she is eternally 
grateful for everything - bul if you 
have a few spare hours, she's looking 
for people to ride along with building 
inspectorsand people to go into the 
inance department for numerical fil-

ing. Call her at 286-4102 to sign up. 
As you should, we at The Mighty 

Signal tip our hats to the city's col­
l etive efforts and super-organized 
support i these troubled times. 

Now, if your house is in order, 
your roof stable and your family 
somewhat calm, this is a good lime 
to give someone else a hand. The 
Red Cross, which is operating four 

st sheltersin town (that may stay open 
another two to five weeks), can use 
some folks to relieve the workers that 
have been at it for over a week. Ac­
cording to volunteer coordinator Anne 
Mosher here from Oakland (bless all 
of you out-of-towners), they always 
need help loading equipment or sup­
plies in their central location or serv­
in meals at the shelters. So far, over 
630 volunteers from Santa Clarita are 
working in this disaster effort. CaU 

• em at 259-1805 or visit their offices 
in the Kmart Center so they can take 
advantage of your special skills. Anne 
also reminded me to tell you that 
sometimes the biggest need people 
h ·e is to have someone to talk to or 
give them a hug. 

See CITY, page A9 

Foy said city employees and 
volunteers are trying to adjust from 
he chaos of the quake's initial 

Speaking of hugs, at the SCV Sc-
nior Center on Markel Street, Carolyn 

Shullz says they could use some · 
folks to give the seniors there some 

companionship, listen if tl1ey want to 
talk or help clean up the facilities. 

Silent victims of the earthquake are 
many pets, who fled in fear of the 
shaking and may not be able to get 
home. Laurene Weste and Margo 
White have been spending sleepJe·ss 
nights trying to reunite pets with their 
owners. The Castaic Shelter 
(257-3 100) is holding all animals 
found since last Monday and are not 
euthanizing any healthy animals turned 
in If your pet is missing, GO to the 
shelter, don't call, it's easier to ID 
1.hem in person. Even if the shelter is 
closed for adoptions or registration, 
we've been told they will let you 
check on your animal's status. 

When Hart Park was closed and 
waterless thanks to a broken water 
line, animal keeper Margo went in lo 
care for her furred and feathered 
charges. Finding no water, she called 
Laurene, who called Jim Jinks, head 
of the Newhall Water Company. Jinks 
said she could have water if she 
would just come get it. Another call, 
this one to Andre Veluzat, owner of 
many movie company water trucks. 
Andre connected with Jinks, and with 
the animals of Hart Park, including 
the dozen or so buffalo at the foot of 
the hills, making sure they were wa-
tcrcd. Isn't it amazing what a network 
of well-placed friends will do? 

And to help out local relief efforts, 
the SCV Canyons Preservation League 
has dedicated their fundraiser Wednes­
day night to the SCV bmnch of the 
Red Cross. For only $35, you can 
enjoy a buffet dinner and a show at 
the Laugh Factory on Sunset Blvd. 
hosted by Frazer Smitl1 of KLSX ra­
dio. Even though its over the hill, it's 
a worthy cause - why not get a 
bunch of people going and carpool? 
Tickets and information available by 
calling 294-2500. 

At any rate, for all you do, this 
Miller 's for you - Irwindale tap wa­
ter donated by the brewery - which, 
by the . way, it takes five bottles of to 
make one pot of coffee. We're 
surviving, Santa Clarita - here's 
! ooking at you! 

Carol Rock's society column ap­
pears Tuesdays. 

-

City's true colors shine throu 
It's been more than a week but · place to go to get help. By its

it seems just like yesterday when mere existence, it helps ease our 
the 6.6 temblor rocked our area. ragged minds. It lets us know 

The aftershocks have kept all of there leaders do care. And that's 
us on edge, and has thrown some half the battle. 
over the edge. It's a tough time. Some people go there to just 

But it's also a time to recog- talk, share the nighbnare. That's 
nize those who have worked dili- fine. Talk it to death. 

gently to try to provide residents Ste Whitmore Some people are upset with the 
with much-needed help. ve ore service, saying it's not fast, com-

I have repeatedly criticized city plete or good enough. We can al-
officials for making sophomoric the Los Angeles County Fire De- ways do better and city officials 
decisions and ineptly implementing partment, the State's Environmen- would be the first to acknowledge 
novice measures. tal Protection Agency, Southern that. 

If the city had a nickel for ev- California Gas Co. and Southern But the city did it. 
ery mistake it's made, it would be California Edison. In a time such as this, confu-
on easy street. Then again, so The hot lines have provided sion adds to the fear. We need 
would I. quick access to emergency infor- people we can lean on, people 

But not this time. mation. The numbers deserve re- who will lead us out of the con-
This city has gone far above peating. They are: 286-4105, 4106, fusion. We need a steadying force. 

the call to aid local residents. 4107, 4108, 4109, 4110, 4111, I know this sounds like a lot of 
The emergency center officials and 4112. hyperbole, but I think it's true. 

set up in the City Hall parking lot Use those phone lines for any It's like that old saying: "You
is exemplary. Not only does it questions regarding the earthquake. discover a man's true colors in a 
provide essential service, but it They are there for you to use. time of crisis." 
gives comfort to those who have The center has a computer cen- Well, I for one think the city's 
been there as well. ter that tracks building inspections colors are true. Thanks. 

Officials set it up an hour after and repair work being done 
the quake hit and was ready to throughout the city. The center 
roll, pardon the pun. The center hands out water and other 
has representatives from the Santa emergency necessities. 
Clarita Valley Sheriff's Station, But it's much more than a 

Steve Whitmore is The Signal's 
city editor. His commentary ap­
pears Tuesdays. He can be 
reached at 259-1234, ext. 235. 



City officials relocate offices t Saugus 
SUSAN Goldsmith

Signal Staff Writer 

SANT A CLARITA - Until re­
pair work is done on earthquake­
damaged City Hall, the city will 
move its headquarters to Saugus 
and pay only operational costs for 
use of the building, officials said. 

"The city needs a place to roost 
for the time being and we're going 
to oblige them," said Joe Sadera, 
plant manager for Cytec Engi­
neered Materials Inc. The company 

will share its 75,000-square-foot 
building with the city for the next 
two months while City Hall is fixed. 

By Monday, city officials expect 
to be in their new home and ready 
for business. The new building is at 
21444 Golden Triangle Rd. 

Sadera said the company will ask 
the city to pay only for utilities and 
other operational costs while in the 
new building. 

During last Monday'ss earth­
quake, City Hall sustained $4 mil­
lion in damage. Since Jan. 19, the 

City officials will temporarily relocate their offices to 
facilities owned by Cytec Engineered Materials Inc. in 

city has operated in tents and trail­
ers in City Hall'ss parking lot. 

"We want to get not just the city 
organized but the entire city of 
Santa Clarita back to normal/' said 
Ken Pulskamp, the city's assistant 
manager. "This is a big step forward 
in that direction. We're moving 
from the emergency phase to 
recovery.,, 

During the two months needed 
for the repair work, contractors will 
be replacing bolts and joints in the 
City Hall buildin; and shoring up 

the structure as well. Pulskamp said 
the building will also need to be 
seismically reinforced again. 

"Thef ll be taking out every bolt 
and replacing them," said 
Pulskamp. 

The city purchased the building 
in 1987 for $11 million. There are 
22 tenants in City Hall who collec­
tively pay $158,000 a month in rent. 
None of the tenants, said Pulskamp, 
will move to the temporary head­
quarters along with the city. 

GARY THORNHILL/The Signal 

Saugus (above). A worker examines some of the damage to 

City Hall Wednesday (right). - _ y 



wishes to extend a Great Big Thank You to the Com1nunity 
for pulling together during this ,disaster. 

We wish toapologize for any inconvenience caused as a result 
of thedamage to our City Hall building and our location too. 
Please come visit us ·at our temporary new City Hall: 

221444 Golden Triangle Road, Santa Clarita 
Please' note: Our Buuilding and Safety Divison and the Emergency Operation Center will 
remainin the parking lot of the old City Hall building at 2323920 Valencia Blvd., Valencia. 

{805) 259-2489 





Locals on 
rebound; 

shops open 
By Mark Sabbatini
Signal Stoff Writer

SANTA CLARITA- On Tues-

Some of the shock upMonday's
magnitude 6.6 earthquake seem 
10 fade as power was restored to 
most of the Santa Clarita Valley 
and businesses began reopening. 
B ut chaos remained in many areas 
as numerous fires broke oul. when 

· teh power was turned 011 and traffic
was jammed along damaged roads 
I.hat officials said coulcl take more 
than a year to repair. 

" We're going to be oul. here • 
long time," said Torn Cooper, a
CalTrans senior bridge engineer
work ing at the site where State
Highway 14 collapsed onto Inter­
state 5. 

Estimates of damage from rl1c 
quake ran as high as $7 billion for 
Sou l.hem California. City and fire
officials placed local damage in the
"tens of mill ions," with preliminary
figures indicating at leastd48 homes 
and businesses were destroyed and 
l ,829 damaged by fire and st1uc­
tura l damage. 

A total of 38 people have died as
a result of the earthquake as
Tuesday night, including two killed

Power surges through
faulty wiring starts fires 



Quake_ elief knows no racial barriers 
Watts residents 
reach out to SCV 
By SUSAN Goldsmith
Signal Staff Writer 

SANTA CLARITA - The 
riot-torn streets of South­
Central Los Angeles once 
seemed far away from this 
wealthy, suburban enclave 
known for its safe streets. 

But since the Jan. 17 earth­
quake, these two communities 
have come together in surprising 
ways. 

Parents in Watts, a commun­
ity center in outh-Central L.A: , 
has sent five building inspectors, 

, truckloads of free food, clothing 
and diapers, along with bushels 
of inspiration to earthquake­
battered Santa Clarita. 

"Hold your head up. You 're 
not carrying this all by 
yourselves," "Sweet" Alice Har­
ris, executive director of Parents 
of Watts, told the City Council 
last week. "When one city hurts, 
we all hurt. Hurt has no color." 

Because her community has 
been ripped apart by riots and 
crime, Harris said Watts has 
something to offer Santa Clarita. 

"We live in a war zone. 
They 're shooting aH the time. 
We've been there," said Harris. 
"This city's never had a crisis. 
But we have and we don't want 
to see a good city ruined." 

City officials were warmed by 
the display of good will and 
welcomed the team from Watts 
with hugs. 

"I was very impressed," said 
Mayor George Pederson. "From 

1 all I saw of 'Sweet' Alice, she's 
a breath of fresh air." 

This new twist on the philan­
thropic model of rich communi­

See WATTS, page A14 

. 
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Vicki Voznik {left), of BSI Consultants, Inc., and "Sweet" 
Alice Harris and Dwayne Hatten, both from Parents of 

SHAUN DYER/The Signal 

Watts, a community-based organization in South-Central 
Los Angeles, have been helping with local quake relief. 

Watts 
Contln from page A1 
ties helpin Ji! oorer neighborhoods, underscores 
how interdepe ndent we all are, Pederson said. 

"We are all here together. It should not make 
one bit of difference whether we're black or 
white, Democrat or Republican." 

Parents of Watts learned· about Santa Clarita 
last year when a Los Angeles-based engineering 
firm got involved volunteering at the community 
center. Many of the engineers with the firm are 
from Santa Clarita, including Gene Ginther, who 
played Santa Claus at the Watts community 
center last Christmas. 

"I think this was terrific," said Ginther. "There 

was a real need here and they stepped up to the 
plate." 

Vicki Voznik, a BSI community relations 
representative, has been donating her time to the 
Watts center as well. She was inspired by the 
kindness. 

"I think this is really an outpouring oflove I've 
never witnessed before," said Voznik. 

When Harris put out the call for volunteers to 
bring goods to Santa Clarita, Dwayne Hatten 
answered. 

"A lot of people are hurting in Santa Clarita. 
They need someone to come out and give them a 
hug," said Hatten, a counselor with Parents of 
Watts. 

Harris says she understands what the earth-

quake has meant to people's lives in the Santa 
Clarita Valley. 

"The earthquake has taken what people have 
worked for. It's like a burglary," she said. 

Gail Foy, spokeswoman for the city of Santa 
Clarita, said, "We were glad to have them and 
glad to have the help. There's a community still 
reeling from the riots and they came to help us." 

In some ways, the earthquake may have 
helped bring these two communities, once 
separated by freeways, race and economic 
standing, closer, said Harris. 

"The people up here have been overwhelm­
ingly nice to us," said Harris. "If it had not been 
for the earthquake, we wouldn't have met these 
good people up here." 



Cleanup· continues 
Clockwise from top left: Salvation Army workers1 

unload tarps, food, water, clothing and othe 
donated Items trucked in from Fresno at a Red 
Cross relief shelter at Newhall Park; workers tape 
plastic over broken and boarded-up windows 
Friday at City Hall; Priscilla Nielsen (right), a 
disaster services worker for the city, explains to 
Newhall resident Eileen Stewart how to get her 
home inspected for quake damage; a trailer is 
taken off a section of Interstate 5 isolated when· 
parts of an overpass collapsed. The section was 
demolished Sunday; Newhall resident Effie Bird,
with the help of John Foster, 8, seals the windows of 
her Walnut Street apartment with plastic. 

Signal photos by: 
Rich Shveyda 
Gary Thornhill 



A split in the road 
A fissure caused by Monday's 6.6-magnitude earthquake separates Avenue Stanford 
in the Valencia Industrial Center. The 6-inch wide crack also runs through the Aqua­
fine Corp. building (background), leaving the structure divided in two. 



City's e rgency center ready to help 
By Susan Goldsmith Lt .\ -2 3 lines. officials and volunteers were getting the city workers, still shaky from the early· morning 
0ignal Staff Writer place ready for the emergencies they knew earthquake dove under the tables, according to 

would soon follow. Gail Foy, the city'ss spokeswoman. 

SANT A CLARITA - Less than an hour after 
Monday's 6.6-magnitude earthquake struck, city 
officials had set up an emergency operation 
center at City Hall. 

Although the center had no power or phone 

When the phone lines were connected and the "We were spending more time under the desks 
electricity was back up shortly after, the center than working, " said Foy. "(City manager) 
was up and running and ready to act · as a George Caravalho made the decision to move us 
command post. out to the parking lot even though the building 

But when the ground started trembling again, See EOC, page A10 

EOC 
Continued from page A 1 
was deemed safe."

Now, the fully operational 
emergency center is set up with 
representatives from the Santa 
Clarita Valley Sheriffs StateStation,the 
Los Angeles County Fire Depart­
ment, the .state' s Enyironmental 
Protection Agency, Southern Cali­
fornia Gas Co. and Southern Cali­
fornia Edison, as well as city staff 
working a phone bank. 

Residents are calling the phone 
bank requesting building inspec­
tions, while others are calling the 
EOC to report hazardous material 
spills. The EOC can be reached at 
286-4105 and 286-4107 through 
4112. 

"People can come to the EOC if 
they have questions. We want to 
help people through this," said Foy. 

Warm food is being dropped off 
for EOC workers throughout the 
day by American Red Cross volun­
teers and the center is being staffed 
24 hours a day, said Foy. 

"Everybody has · an area of 
expertise they 're handling such as 
procurement, shelter fire and 
building safety," said Foy,

A computer system has been set 
up at the center to track building 
mspect1ons and the repair work 
being done throughout the city,

Through the EOC, residents can 
hook up with one of 30 available 
building inspection teams. Foy said 
several building inspectors from 
throughout the Los Angeles area 
have come up to Santa Clarita to 
help out. 

Residents interested in volun-
teering at the EOC should call the 
phone bank or show up at the center 
at 23920 Valencia Blvd. officials 
said. 



Red Cross

Shelter

Michael Marks, a city employee, gives directions to Lupe Munguia after giving her 
drinking water at Newhall Park Thursday. Drinking water is also available at Canyon 
Country Park, Santa Clarita Park, Val Verde Park, Old Orchard School, Henry Mayo 
Newhall Memorial Hospital, Ranch House Inn, College of the Canyons, Hasley Canyon 
Mobile Park, and Six Flags Magic Mountain. 



SANT A CLARITA At night, 
hundreds of blue cots lined up in 
high school gymnasiums and a 
clubhouse hold people seeking 
some place to find food and water, 
and above all, feel safe. 

About 1,000 residents from all 
over the valley have gone to three 
American Red Cross shelters. 
There, they find food donated by 
local grocery stores and fast-food 
restaurants. Nurses and doctors are 
on hand to provide first aid_for cuts, 
bruises and headaches. And cot 
neighbors provide the greatest ser­
vice of all - providing an audience 
for the countless stories about what 
happened at 4:31 a.m. Jan. 17. 

"I just don't want to be alone dur­
ing the aftershocks," said Shelley 
Louden, an Agua Dulce resident 
who arrived at the shelter at Canyon 
High School's gymnasium late 
Monday afternoon. "I'm physically 
disabled and I don't want to be 
alone because of that. Besides, there 
are people to talk with here. And we 
need to talk about it." 

Shelter officials said they plan to 
keep the shelters open as long as 
needed. In other words, as long as 
there are people seeking their ser­
vices, the bunks, food and water 
will be available. 

They said they will not turn any­
one away. Instead, if more people 
seek Red Cross.help than the three 
current shelters can provide for, the 
agency will open more ·shelters. 

Louden said she wants to stay as 
long as she was able, delaying the 
inevitable cleanup of her mobile 
home. 

"I'm not looking forward to it," 
she said. "That's one of the reasons 
why I came here. I couldn't start 
picking things up and having to run 
out of the house every time I felt a 
shake." 

While Louden's mobile home 
suffered no structural damage, Ron 
Chegwidden of Saugus wasn't so 
lucky. His mobile home was de­
stroyed when it fell off its 
foundation. 

"It's on the ground," he said from 
a bunk at the Canyon High shelter. 
"We heard they were signing for 
federal aid here. You got to go 

somewhere and I don't have money. 
I'm on social security disability." 

Federal aid representatives are 
not yet at the shelters, officials said, 
but are expected to arrive later this 
week. 

"All the Red Cross is able to do is 
staff the shelters with local volun­
teers," aid Nancy Albrecht, a dis­
aster coordinator with the Santa 
Clarita Valley chapter of the Ameri­
can Red Cross. "We'll give you a 
place to stay and food to eat. That's 
all we' re doing right now. When we 
get outside help in, then we'll be
setting up the service center to 
apply for federal aid. It usually 
takes a few days." 

People in the shelter said they 
had secure roofs over their heads at 
home, but sought the shelter for 
other basic needs -food and water. 

"We have food, but no way to 
cook it," said Rosie Castaneda of 
Canyon Country, who came to the 
Canyon High shelter with 15 other 
people. "We shut off our gas and we 
can't get it back on. If we had water, 
we still have no place to boil it." 

Staying at an emergency shelter 
was a first for many who spent the 

·night and next day at them. 
"We were evacuated from our 

home," said Andrea Murray, who 
came to the shelter with relatives, 
including Nina Austin and Willie 
Lee Louisville. The family lives in 
tract homes in Canyon Country. "At 
first we went to Sierra Vista Junior 
High School (a former shelter location
tion), but then they had a gas leak
and they told us to come here." 

They said staying in the shelter 
was better than trying to spend the 
night in their homes, where the rat­
tling of walls from aftershocks 
made them nervous. 

Across town, in the shelter 
housed in the Santa Clarita Valley 
Boys and Girls Club headquarters 
in Newhall, several dozen residents 
of the Orchard Arms Village Senior 
Center awaited word about when 
they could return to their apart­
ments, ruled structurally unsound 
after the earthquake. 

"We feel very safe here and ex-
tremely welcome," said Pearl 
Campbell, a resident of Orchard 
Arms. 

The shelters are open 24 hours 
·and have plenty of food and drink-

ing water available. 
The shelters are located at: Ca-

nyon High School's gymnasiun, 
19300 Nadal; Saugus High 
School's gvmnash1m, 21900 Centu· 
rion Way; and the Santa Clarita 
Valley Boys and Giris Club club­
house, in Newhall Park in the 25000
block of Newhall Avenue.

ome 
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Flapjack Fotum 

Join the Santa Clarita 

City Council, City 

Department heads and 

local nonprofit organiza­

tions for breakfast and 

great conversation! 

7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

_ City Hall Parking Lot 

Cost: 

$1 per child 

$2 per adult 

$5 per family 

happy St 

City of

•• 

Don'tmiss the fun and festivities when 

the City of Santa Clarita celebrates its 

8th birthday this year. 

Saturday, 

December9 
5K Run/Walk-8 a.m. 
City Hall Parking Lot 

• 
Join us at City Hall at 8 a.m. when the 
Mayor fires the starting gun for the 8th 

birthday 'Run/Walk. 

An awards program will follow the 

race. 

• All participants will receive a 

commemorative t-shirt. . 

SPONSORS: 

Transworld. Bank 

Creative Image 

Photography

Sparkletts 

Water 

Western Bagel

Sisley Italian . · 
Kitchen

Sports Chalet 

Hughes Family • 

Markets 

Jan. 17, 1994 
Nortfiridge Earthquake 

6.8 
on the cale 



8
attend city's 8th·bii[thday breakfast

·. ·.. . ··, i • • 

BIRTHDAY / From Page 1 

said officials estimated more than 
1,000 people attended the city's 
birthday celebration , 

John Lazar/Special to the Da 

Matthew Colley, 3, enjoys pancakes at the city's "flapjack forum," attended by about 1,000 residen1 

Darcy said the event is ideal 
because it allows council members 
to meet people they probably 
wouldn't get a chance to talk to, 
otherwise. 

"A lot of times people won't call 
you," Darcy said. "When you see 
them like today . . . it shows them 
you are a real person, and you are not 
just a phone number or a person on 
the other end of the (telephone) 
line." 

Councilman Carl Boyer agreed 
with Darcy. He said he met a few 

him an earful of their concerns. 
For example, he said, one man 

complained bitterly about a sobri­
ety checkpoint Thanksgiving night, 
on San Fernando Road. The resi­
dent said .traffic was backed up to 
Sierra Highway with cars waiting to 
pass through the checkpoint. 

"Apparently it really slowed a lot 
of people," .. Boyer said. "He asked 
me to look into having the check­
points later, when there's a better 
chance of catching more people. I'll 
be looking into that." 

committee that discussed the
of forming the city, said he is pl 
at Santa Clarita's progress 
eighth birthday. 

"We have delivered a treme 
amount of (additional) se 
without increasing taxes," 
said. "Our taxes are lower that
other community in unin
rated Los Angeles County. A 
provide so much more." 

For those who lingered after
SK walk and run, there was a
blue and white birthday cak 

with the city's seal



at e dentist 

SANTA CLARITA 

Dental Health Clinic 

1995 

Dr. Vincent Chao of the USC 
School of Dentistry gives 
, -year-old Gustavo Madrid, left, 
an oral hygiene treatment. 
Preliminary dental examinations 
were performed Friday on 120 
pupils of the Saugus Union and 
Sulphur Springs school districts. 
The dental work, which is free of 
charge to the youngsters, is part 
of a program sponsored by the 
Santa Clarita-based Foundation 
for Children's Dental Health. 
Under the $20,000 program, 
students from the USC School 
of Dentistry will fill cavities, clean 
teeth and perform extractions. 
Follow-up care will begin today 
and will continue through Friday 
at the Santa Clarita United 
Methodist Church, 26640 
Bouquet Canyon Road, Saugus. 
For information, call (805) 
297-3783. 
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Join the Santa Clarita City Council f r a "Flapjack Forum 11 breakfast on: 

SantaSatu rday, December 14, 1996 7:00 am - 9:00 
City Hall Parking lot 3920 Valencia Blvd. 

ON SALE AT HIS EVENT! 
The 11Dear Santa L tter Collection 1

' 

Proceeds benefit sponsori n non-profit organizations 
The book is $13 plus tax ($4 goes to non profits) 

. . 

The Flapjack Forum offers res dents an opportunity to meet 
informally with the City Council o discuss local topics of interest 

Cost is $5/Family or $2/Adultand $1/child 
All proceeds benefit local on-profit organizations 

Also on t at day ... 
Celebrate the Ci y1s 9th Birthday 

with the Sk Birthday Run-Walk - S turday December 14 beginning at 

8:00 am in the City Hall Parking lot Cost is $9 per person in advance . 

Awards will be pre ented, plus raffles! 

City schedules birthday celebration (2/ I 

SANTA CLARITA - The city turns nine Sunday, an city 
officials are gearing up to celebrate with a senes of weekend events. 

The celebration kicks off Saturday morning at 7 a.m., with the City 
Council hosting a Flapjack Forum at the City Hall parking lot, 23920 
Valencia Blvd. The pancake breakfast will cost $5 per family or $2 
per adult, $1 per child. 

Immediately following the breakfast, the city will hold its 
traditional 5-K Birthday Run, beginning at 8 a.m. 

Up to 500 people are expected to run . or walk the 5-kilometer . 
course, which will begin at City Hall and wind through the city's bike 

I 
trails, returning to the starting point. 

Residents who have not already done so can register for the run on 
site for $15. 

The city will conclude its birthday celebration with a "State of the 
City Breakfast" Monday at the College of the Canyons cafeteria, 
located at 26455 N. Rockwell Canyon Road. Breakfast begins at 7 
a.m., at a cost of $10 per person. 

0 ••• 

Nine
Nine Nine



Santa Clarita 
celebrates its 
9th birthday 

12/5/96

Event offers time for reflection 

SANT A CLARITA - Nine years 
of cityhood has given Santa Clarita 
residents local government, better 
streets and improved parks, but the 
fledgling city still faces serious chal­

•lenges as it struggles to build more 
roads for a growing valley, municipal 
pioneers said. 

As the city of Santa Clarita cele­
brated its ninth birthday Saturday 

ith a pancake breakfast, a cake­
cutting ceremony and a 5 K run, some 
of its founders reflected on the 
advantages accrued since its estab­
lishment Dec. 15, 1987. 

" It helped define who we are as a 
city," said Councilwoman Jill Klajic, 
who served as a volunteer coordina­
tor for the City Formation Commit­
tee that put the issue of cityhood on 
the November 1987 ballot. 
"Everyone is with us as a city, and it 
brin s us a visible identity." 

Since its foundation, the city has 
planted 5,000 trees, landscaped five 
miles of medians, created 10 miles of 
pedestrian paths and spent about $1 
million on traffic improvements, city 
spokeswoman Gail Ortiz said. 

"The list is very impressive," said 
Allan Cameron, a 22-year Canyon 
Country resident who served on a 
subcommittee of the City Formation 
Committee. 

One of the most significant benefits 
residents enjoy is easy access to gov­
ernment services and control over 
local tax dollars, founders said. 

"We were able to attend City 
Council meetings and make 
testimony," said Vera Johnson, a 
31-year Canyon Country resident 
who served as secretary on the City 
Formation Committee. "It was easy 
access to five City Council members. 
We were in control of our future." 

Before the city was established 
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II as it's

central LA County location,

Santa Clarita ontin ,ally ranks

number one in California.for 

businesses to expand and r lo

no city taxes 

Affordable industrial and retail space is

eadily available in a community that is 

tax, relocation to Santa Clarita makes 

*Source: Santa Clarita ranked number one as the least expensive city in LA County to operate a business, based upon city business tax, 
licence and utility fees. Kostmont Cost of Doing Business Survey, 1997.; Kosmont & Associates. 

Santa Clarita ranked number one in the state in retail growth performance from among the thirty-four California retail markets with retail 
sales in excess of $1 billion. 1996 California Retail Survey; California Retail Survey. 

For more information on why Santa Clarita is a great place to live and work, 

contact Michael Haviland, Economic Development Manager for. the · 

City of Santa Clarita's Economic Development Division at (805) 255-4369. 





City tops in community safety 
W 

hat makes a community a 

safe place to live? Ask a 

thousand different people , and 
you'll get a thousand and one dif­

ferent answers. 
In 1997. Santa Clarita was 

cited in an analysis of FBI statis­

tics as the third-safest city of its 
size in the nation, and throughout 

its 1 0 years as a city Santa Clarita 

has consistently ranked among 
the top five . 

The creation of a "safe commu­
nity'' isn't something that happens 

overnight, nor is it something eas­

ily maintained. So what is it that 
makes a community a safe place 
to live? 

For Santa Clarita, the key has 

been to achieve a strong balance 
between proactive law enforce­

ment and programs that create, 

sustain and reinforce the concept 
of community safety, all sup­

ported by a strong foundation of 
community involvement. 

The biggest factor separating 
Santa Clarita from other cities is 
the overwhelming involvement of 

the community. Santa Clarita was 
formed by residents who envi­
sioned a community where they 
had more control over their desti­
ny, control over how their tax dol­

lars were spent and the ability to 
create a community of their 
choosing. 

Residents have a real sense of 

City celebrates 10 years of landmark accomplishments 

I 
t's been 1 O years of landmark 

accomplishments for the young 
city of Santa Clarita, celebrating its 
first decade of cityhood this year. 
When the communities of Newhall, 

Saugus, Canyon Country and 
Valencia joined together to 

become a city, it became the larg­
est area in California to incorpo­

rate. To celebrate, the city of Santa 
Clarita is culminating a six­
month-long series of events with a 

birthday party in December. 
What seemed to appeal most to 

this young population when decid­

ing upon cityhood was the ability to 
keep locally generated tax dollars 

within the city. Residents cite the 
ability to spend locally generated 

revenue on things like new parks, 
increased sheriff's services, land­

scaped medians, bike trails and 
other amenities as a major benefit. 

"With cityhood, we can go down 

to city hall where we know the 

elected officials and they know us 

by name," said Jim Ventress, of 

the Santa Clarita Valley Boys and 

Girls Club. 
"The citizens of Santa Clarita 

now have the ability to make deci­

sions for their futures. People who 
live and work here can really plan 
for the future of this community and 

their best interests." said Bob 
Kellar, a local Realtor. 

Santa Clarita is a success story. 
In all four corners of the city, new 

development, established neighbor­

hoods and small locally owned 
businesses co-exist to create one of 
the most sought-after communities 
to live and work in Southern Califor­

nia. 
Since the city incorporated, 

locally generated tax dollars have 

enabled city officials to provide a 
host of new projects, programs and 

amenities to its residents. Three 
new parks have been constructed, 
including: the 17-acre Canyon 

Country park; the 5-acre Begonias 
Lane neighborhood park and most 

recently the 8-acre Creekview Park 

in Newhall. 
Residents enjoy 12-plus miles of 

well-maintained, landscaped, off­
street bike paths and river viewing 

areas, located adjacent to the 

Santa Clara River. 
For those who don't have easy 

access to a park, the city brings the 

park to individual neighborhoods 
with the Parkmobile. One phone 
call to the city wil! bring a mobile 

park to individual communities, pro­
viding supervised recreation for 

kids of all ages. 
Low-cost and free recreation 

programs offered quarterly have 

increased 600 percent since city­
hood. Some of these include exer­

cise classes, country-western 

dancing, youth sports , aquatics, 
dog obedience programs and 

more. 
In the area of preserving the 

environment, the city gets high 

marks. Since incorporating, the 
city's curbside recycling, yard trim­

mings collection, oil recycling, 

Christmas tree and telephone book 
recycling have resu lted in a 48 per­

cent diversion of trash from local 

landfills. 
Local leaders have successfully 

collaborated their efforts to prevent 
the siting of a 190-million-ton land­

fill in Elsmere Canyon, located just 
one mile outside the city limits, pre­

serving a beautiful piece of the 
Angeles National Forest. 

Santa Clarita has purchased 
several parcels on the outskirts of 
the city to serve as a greenbelt.

Other land purchases will help 
keep open spaces in the public 

domain. 
Policies that restrict development 

of hillsides and ridge lines and pro­

tect oak trees will ensure the con­

tinued beauty of the Santa Clarita 

Valley. 
One of Santa Clarita's top priori­

ties has been the safety of its 
residents . Recently named the 
nation's third-safest city in an anal­

ysis of FBI crime statistics, Santa 

Clarita's proactive approach to 
local law enforcement maintained 

a low crime rate. 
"We don't have the fear of crime 

here in Santa Clarita that other cit­

ies have due largerly to the 
involvement of parents, teachers, 

school district officials and local 
government representatives," said 
Congressman Buck McKeon. 

Successful collaboration with 
other government agencies, along 

with long-term planning, has 
resulted in the completion of a 

number of capital projects. Some 
of these include the widening of 
San Fernando Road, completion 

of the Whites Canyon bridge, 

increased freeway access to the 
Canyon Country area, the opening 

of Plum Canyon and Decoro 
roads, the widening of Soledad 

Canyon Road to six lanes and 

several "quick-fix" traffic improve­
ments that resulted in five-to-

20-minute reductions in local com­

mutes. 12 '97

civic pride , and openly accept the 

shared responsibility for maintain­

ing the community they've creat­
ed . 

The concept of civic pride and 
shared responsibility not only pre­

dated cityhood but was the 
overriding factor in incorporation. 
When the vision of cityhood 

became a reality , that sense of 
pride and responsibility only grew 

stronger. 

Today the residents of Santa 
Clarita play a direct role in 

enhancing the safety of their com­
munity. The development of a safe 
community is a process that 

begins at the grass-roots level and 
makes it possible for local law 

enforcement to enjoy a high 

degree of success. 

Safety involves more than just 

arresting criminals. It starts by 
addressing "red flags" that are 

usually indicators of worse things 
to come. In Santa Clarita, one of 

the red flags was the increasing 
presence of graffiti . 

Seemingly immune to an issue 
that had confronted communities 
across the nation, by the late 
1980s Santa Clarita residents 
began to notice a marked increase 
in graffiti in the community. Still 

more than a year away from incor­
poration, a group of local residents 
addressed the growing concern . 

The result was the Santa Clarita 

Valley Pride Committee, a volun­
·teer group that identified and 

developed a grass-roots solution 
to the problem. The committee 

continues to address issues relat­
ing to graffiti and works hand in 

hand with both the city and 
Sheriff's Department to maintain a 
well-rounded program. Not only 

was graffiti reduced by more than 

40 percent in one year, but it was 
done at very little cost to the com­
munity. 

Community safety is also about 

emergency preparedness . One of 

the goals of the newly incorpo­
rated city was to develop an 
emergency-preparedness pro­

gram that would teach residents 

how to prepare for disaster. The 
goal resulted in the creation of the 

Santa Clarita Educated Commu­

nities United in Response to 

Emergencies (SECURE) Pro­

gram. 
The SECURE Program pro­

vides residents free education 

and training on how to to prepare 
for and function during the first 72 
hours of an emergency. What 
makes SECURE unique is that 
the program is administered by 
volunteers throughout the com­
munity . 

As more people become 
trained, the trainees in turn 

See SAFETY / Page 17 

SECURE program provides 
training for emergencies 
SAFETY/ From Page 16 

become the next group of volunteers. SECURE has provided train­

ing to more than 20,000 local residents to date and was instrumen­
tal in getting the community back on its feet during the Northridge 
Earthquake. 

Citizen involvement across the board has helped responsible 
agencies maintain community safety. It is this support that has 

helped the Sheriff Department enjoy a high level of success. 

In Santa Clarita , residents have the additional benefit of a law­
enforcement agency comprised of deputies that live in the 

community they serve. Sheriff's Deputies that live within the city 

have a heightened sensitivity toward addressing the "little things" 
that make Santa Clarita a special community. . . 

The services provided by the Santa Clarita Sheriff's Department 

extend beyond those normally associated with a law-enforcement 

agency. Each year the city looks for additional techniques to allow 
deputies to become more effective. 

These include the funding of Sheriff's COBRA Teams and Com­

munity Resource Deputies at each of the community's high schools , 

regular surveillance of establishments that retail alcohol and the cre­
ation of the Santa Clarita Anti-Gang Task Force. 

Programs such as the Anti-Gang Task Force (which brings 

together residents from business, law enforcement and the school 

system) and the COBRA Team (focusing specifically on gang and 

graffiti activity) are examples of how public agencies and residents 
can achieve the goal of a safe and healthy community. 

Investing in our youth and their future is one of the biggest efforts 

currently_ under way in Santa Clarita. The most important legacy any 

communrty leaves behind is the opportunity it creates for its youth. 



Bv CHRIS DICKERSON 

Signal Staff Writer 

It wasn't Holyfield vs. Tyson -
it was better. At least from the 
point of view of the young fight­

ers who took part in this year's 

first boxing show at the City of 
· Santa Clarita Community Center 
Sunday afternoon, and the almost 
300 people who showed up to 
cheer them. 

The boxing program, sponsored 
· ointly by the City of Santa Clari­
ta and the USA Boxing Federa­
tion, is four years old, holding two 

· shows a year, one in the spring 
and one in the fall. The boxers 

· · range in age from 10 to 25, and 
any have taken free boxing 

lessons since they were nine, as 
embers of the Santa Clarita 

Boxing Program. 
On Sunday, 15 bouts were 

cheduled throughout the after­
. noon, each consisting of three 

ounds at three minutes each.
Both boxers received a trophy for 

articipating (though the winner's 

was slightly taller than the losers). 
Santa Clarita was well repre­

sented by resident boxers, John 
Ruiz, 19, Arturo Huamosta, 18, 
Daniel Mata, 25, Patrick Franz, 
18, and Mike Kennefic, 22, in 
rounds seven, eight, nine, 10 and 
12 respectively. Ruiz and Kennef­
ic took the big trophies, with 
Huamosta, Mat.a and Franz being 
awarded the smaller ones in their 
bouts. 

Coordinator of the Santa Clarita 
Boxing Program, David Smith, 
said the club would like to hold 
more matches during the year "to 
keep the kids active." 

And while Smith said, "It's the 
professionals who give boxing a 
bad name," he believes the kids 
get nothing but good things from 
practicing the sport. 

"What they learn is safety first 
and self-esteem, sportsmanship 
and confidence, and the artistry of 
it," Smith said, adding that, as 
taught in his native England, 
"Boxing is like fencing, only you 

See BOXING page AS 
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Approximately 300 people showed up to watch Sunday's 
boxing show at the City of Santa Clarita Community Center. 

Boxing
from boxing programs. 

"The most important thing they 
learn is controlled aggression," 

Continued from page A1 Smith said. 
don't have a sword in your hand. "There's nothing better. You 
And what the boys learn from might come in here angry, hating 
sparring is respect for their oppo- life, but I guarantee you, after two 
nent." hours of a boxing program work­

Smith sees an even more con- out, you'll have it all out of your 
lesson for young men system." str r you ung
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Golf Course in Valencia will com­
plement the soon-to-open Robin­
son Ranch Golf Course in Canyon 
Country. The city of Santa Clari­
ta's Central Park will begin 
operations in 2000 and additional 
parks are planned throughout the 
valley. River trails will expand and 
connect our increasingly abundant 
recreation choices. More than 
6,000 acres of open space in the 
new community of Newhall Ranch 

entury holds promise
for Santa Clarita Valley 
A 

s 1999 comes to a close, we 
can reflect on the progress 
made in the Santa Clarita 

Valley over the last century. 
Trains, old-fashioned trails and 

stagecoach passes gave way to 
Metrolink, the Golden State Free­
way and local highways. Discover­
ies of oil and gas brought jobs to 
the valley in the early 1900s while 
bustling business parks brought 
eve1t more employment in the lat­
ter half. The entertainment indus­
try, always a part of our economy, 
expanded to include film studios 
and post-production companies. 

Our master-planned "new town" 
of Valencia emerged in 1965 as a 
balanced community of homes, 
employment, shopping and recre­
ation and brought Henry Mayo 
Newhall Memorial Hospital, Cali­
fornia Institute of the Arts, College 
of the Canyons and Magic Moun­
tain; retail and entertainment 
opportunities exploded with Town 
Center Drive and new shopping 
and theaters on the east side of 
town; local services were expanded 
through the creation of the city of 
Santa Clarita; and redevelopment 
began on the historic downtown of 

Newhall, 
founded in 
the 1870s. 
These are just 
a few of our 
valley's 
accomplish­
ments. 

The next 
century is full 
of promise. 
2000 and the 

Thomas L. years ahead 
Lee willbring pos-

itifvechanges 
q to our valley, 

some that are foreseeable and 
many beyond our imagination as 
technology advances. Just as the 
20th century brought us new infra­
structure, so will the 21st. Many 
new roads are planned throughout 
the valley, as well as freeway 
improvements to I-5 and the Ante­
lope Valley Freeway. New 
Metrolink stations and routes will 
be added. Several new schools are 
on the drawing boards with con­
struction expected to start soon. 

A new T oumament Players Club 

See LEE / Page 2 

a ita 
will soon be available to the pub­
lic. 

The last century brought conve­
nient services to the valley; the 
next will expand those options. A 
performing arts center will be built 
at College of the Canyons while 
the Santa Clarita Valley Repertory 
and Canyon Theatre Guild will 
kick off the downtown Newhall 
revitalization. New stores will join 
the merchants at Valencia Town 
Center and the property surround­
ing Magic Mountain may see 

additional retail and restaurants. A 
university center concept of higher 
education may take root at College 
of the Canyons and our commu­
nity will be "connected" via state­
of-the-art technology. Commuting 
out of our valley - a common 
complaint of the late 1900s - may 
be a thing of the past as more 
Santa Clarita jobs are established. 
Valencia, home to about 35,000 
jobs, is expected to add more than 
65,000 jobs to the valley's base in 
the next 25 years. The 21st century 

will bring exciting changes to the 
Santa Clarita Valley. However, 
some things will stay the same. 
The community is blessed with 
caring, dedicated residents who 
volunteer with local organizations, 
support our schools, are vigilant 
against crime, raise strong families 
and contribute to our wonderful 
quality of life. There will be many 
changes, but our fundamental 
asset - the people of the Santa 
Clarita Valley - will stay 
constant. 
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City Councilwoman Jo Anne Darcy spins the money
wheel at Valencia National Bank's booth durmg a 
Chamber of Commerce mixer at the Home and Busi­
ness Expo Friday night. 

Business Expo sets 
up shop for weekend 
By JACK KATZANEK 

Signal Business Editor 

7- 10-18 -9 · 
The Santa Clarita Valley is 

made up of almost 200,000 peo­
ple who find goods and services 
at more than 8,000 locations. 

One way to get to know the 
sum total of the area is by 
looking at a few of its compo­
nents. Almost 200 of these com­
ponents are on display this 
weekend at the Santa Clarita 
Valley's Home and Business 

Expo. 
The two-day event is open 9 

a.m. to 6 p.m. today at the 
intersection of McBean Park­
way and Del Monte · Drive. It 
continues Sunday from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

As many as 20,000 people are 
expected to file through the
turnstiles before the event 1s 
over. 

This is the 13th year for 
Business Expo, which has 

See EXPO, page A9 

Expo 
Continued from page A 1
grown steadily with the area's busi­
ness community. Two oversized 
tents, one featuring business and 
commercial displays and the adja­
cent Volunteer Tent, are almost a 
walking tour through the SCV's 
business community. 

Home and Business Expo got an 
informal official opening Friday 
night at "A Taste of Expo," a mixer 
for chamber members and guests 
that featured samples from 21 area 
restaurants. This was about 50 
percent more eating options than 
last year. 

Admission to the event is $1, and 
children under 12 are admitted free. 
Parking is free and can be accessed 
from Del Monte Drive. 

There is a full complement of 

140 commercial exhibits in the 
main tent, offering information on 
everything from .finance to furnish­
ings. For the many newcomers in 
the area, it's an opportunity to learn 
what is available and who is ready 
to provide it, but longtime residents 
might also be surprised to find out 
what's out there. 

The Volunteer Tent, sponsored 
by the· City of Santa Clarita, fea­
tures about 40 nonprofit agencies 
that, when viewed as a whole, 
indicate the richness of li fe avail­
able in the SCV. 

Activities are scheduled this 
weekend that appeal to all ages and 
include music and crafts, gymnas­
tics, dancing and karate. 

Today's activities kick off with 
the American Heart Association's 
Heart Walk, a five-kilometer walk 
through the city's paseos, that starts 
at 8 a.m. 





SANTA CLARITA The needs of 
Santa Clarita's youth will be discussed next 
week at an unprecedented summit in which 
community leaders and public officials will 
tackle unemployment, crime and racism. 

"Kids say the number-one' issue is rac­
ism," said Cecilia Burda, recreation super­
intendent for the city's Parks and Recrea­
tion Department. 

Issues targeted for debate at the public 
forum Thursday will include racism, unem­
ployment, recreational facilities available 
to youths, gang violence and graffiti, or­
ganizers said Friday. 

"Kids say the number-one 

issue is racism. "

The Youth Summit, scheduled to begin 
6:30 p.m. in the Placerita Junior High 

Cecilia Burda 

City official 

School multi-purpose room, is the 
brainchild of City Manager George 
Caravalho. 

pate on the steering committee. Caravalho, who could not be reached for 
comment Friday, came up with the idea of a 
youth summit after a successful city eco­
nomic conference held several weeks ago, 
according to city officials. 

The seven-member committee will lead 
debates, seminars and mini-workshops in 
which citizens will list what they feel are 
the most pressing local youth issues. 

Options will be presented near the end of 
the three-hour summit for curing the social 
and economic ills crippling the younger 
segment of the Santa Clarita Valley popula­
tion, Burda said. 

The city contacted community leaders, 
educators and business representatives who 
employ youths and asked them to partici

Summit Steering Committee, said youths 
are also starving for recreational facilities. 

Economic hardship and boredom are of­
ten the two key motivators for criminal ac­
tivity, particularly gang activity, 

The public will have an opportunity to 
explore the social conditions some teens 
and children live under that may put them at 
risk for wayward behavior, Burda said. 

The scope of the youth culture study is . 
expected to expand for a follow-up Youth 
Summit scheduled May 20. 

Burda said solutions will be explored, 
setting the stage for possible job-recruiting 
campaigns and education programs focus­
ing on job training. 

Gary Vien will represent Six Flags 
Magic Mountain, the area ' s largest employ­
er of young , people. 

Parents said amid a sea of wealth in the 
predominantly middle-class Santa Clarita 
Valley exist pockets of severe poverty. 

"Many youths want a job so they can help 
their families," said Maria Fulkerson, chair 
of the Saugus High-based Community Par­
ents Network and a member of the Santa 
Clarita Valley Gang Task Force. 

Fulkerson, who will serve on the Youth · 

When Vien, director of administration at 
the theme park, speaks at the Youth Summit 
he will discuss ways in which teen-agers 
can best prepare themselves for jobs at 
Magic Mountain and other businesses. 

"I will tell them what employers look for 
in youth when coming to apply, making 
them more employable," Vien said. 

Likening the Youth Summit's objectives 
to the Hart high school district's "Vision 
2000" blueprint for the future, Superinten­
dent Walter Swanson said the local socio­
economic and ethnic landscape has 
changed drastically during the past few 
years. 

"There are so many changes taking place 
that it can create new problems for youth," 
Swanson said. "Now is the time we can do 
some planning."
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For information call

(661) 259-CITY 

1 

· County of Los Angeles
City of Santa Clarita a , 

Grading at the future location of the new Canyon Country Library has begun and is 
moving steadily towards its expected completion date. The northwest corner of Soledad 
Canyon Road and Shangri-La Drive will, by early 2001, become a 17,000-square-foot 
sandstone structure featuring a courtyard, amphitheater and Community Room. 

The next phase in this project will be placement of underground utilities followed by 
street improvements to both Shangri-La and Soledad Canyon Road. City funds will be 
allocated to the project as these developmental milestones are achieved. 

A few years in the making, the new Canyon Country Library promises to be an 
outstanding cooperative achievement by the City of Santa Clarita and Los Angeles County. 

For more information on the Canyon Country Library project, contact the city of Santa 

Clarita's Management Analyst, Ken Striplin at 661 / 255-4909 . 



By Eric Thayer 
Signal Staff Writer 

It's definitely the beginning of a 
new chapter for Canyon Country. 

City and county officials, along 
with about 1 OC community mem­
bers, gathered Saturday morning 
to officially open the Canyon 
Country Jo Anne Darcy Library. 

The library, dedicated to the 
longtime councilwoman and com­
munity leader, was built thanks to 
a partnership between the city of 
Santa Clarita, the county of Los 
Angeles and other private inter­
ests, including the Friends of the 
Libraries, of which Darcy was the 
founding member and first presi­
dent. 

"Thirty-five years and I've 
given all I could," Darcy told the 
audience. "Today, when I look at 
all of you, and this library, I know 
it was all worth it." 

The new library is about three 
times the size of the previous 
facility, and houses about 81,000 
books, magazines and other items 
for checkout.

"I think it's a great library, I 
love the kids' section," Marlee 
Roth-Stone said. 

Roth-Stone brought her 8-year­
old twins, Aaron and Brandon 
Stone, to the opening event. 

"We look forward to spending a 
lot of time here," she said. 

During the dedication ceremo­
ny, Fifth District Supervisor 
Michael D. Antonovich - for 
whom Darcy served as a field 
deputy - stressed the importance 
of reading and having quality 
libraries locally. 

"What we have here is a first­
class facility for a first-class com­
munity," he said. 

Margaret Donnellan Todd, 
librarian for Los Angeles County, 
said "libraries are the heart of 
democracy" and commended the 
city of Santa Clarita, in addition to 
county officials and private enter­
prise, for the effort it took to brin 

DARCY Library Turns W Page In SCV

One for the Books 
Library 
Continued from page A1 
the library to Canyon Country. 

"It's really fitting that this community has 
made libraries a priority," Todd said. 

The library was the site of a special dedica­
tion ceremony Friday night when the Randy 
Wicks Wall was unveiled. 

The wall was dedicated to the late Signal 
cartoonist, and features about half a dozen 
original prints of his work. 

Signal Managing Editor Tim Whyte spoke 
of Wicks at the unveiling event, and reflected 
on how he would have reacted to the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks. 

"He would have made us cry, he would 
have made us reflect on our own emotions, 
then I think when we were ready for it, he 

would have made us laugh again," Whyte 
said. "That's what Randy did." 

Showcasing the work is important for 
future generations, some of whom were not 
able to see Wicks' work during his time at The 
Signal or know him as an individual, Whyte 
said. 

"Randy's work is outstanding - he was a 
good friend who had a good heart," he said. 

Attended by a much smaller crowd, Friday 
night's event recognized both Wicks and 
Darcy for their contributions to the communi­
ty, which will now be immortalized at the new 
library. 

The 17,000-square-foot structure was 
built based on the needs of the community, 
city officials said, with the council allocat­
ing $5.1 million in general fund revenues in 
1999 toward the facility, bo shelves and 
office equipment. 

A lease between the city and the county 
was also negotiated for the library, based 
on City Council approval. 

The library got its designation after 
Weste recommended it be named in honor 
of longtime Councilwoman and community 
activist Darcy. 

Darcy, the only remaining original coun­
cil member from the city's incorporation in 
1987, has served as mayor four times and 
has served as officer, founder and/or chair 
of 38 service and philanthropic organiza­
tions throughout the Santa Clarita Valley. 

"This will serve as a legacy for Jo Anne 
Darcy," Weste said. 

"I think of her as mom, because she had 
such a vision for this valley," Linda 
Lambourne, of U.S. Rep. Howard "Buck" 
McKeon's office said. "She guided this city 
through its growing pains with great wisdom." 



By Matthew Gilbert 

Since it opened on November 1

2001 , the Canyon Country Jo Ane 
Darcy Library has written itself 
the hearts of Santa Clarita residens. 
The 17,000 square foot facility - of 
which 5,000 square feet is used by 
College of the Canyons for a satellite 
center - replaced a 5,050 square foot 2 I 
facility that had been used for more 
than 15 years. 

With a collection more than four 
times the original size and increased 
accessibility to information, this Los I I 
Angeles County library has estab-
lished itself as a tremendous com- I I 
munity resource. 

"Our programming and commu- 2 
nity outreach have increased and this 

reflected in our circulation statis- is
tics,

11 

said Geri Mathews, the facility's 
community library manager. 
"Although our service hours 

· remained the same, our circulation I I 
has increased more than 100 percent. I 
An average month's total prior to the 
move was approximately 16,000. For 
March of this year, the numbers were 
32,600. The walk-in count in March I 
2001 was 13,333 and, in March 2002, 
the total was 22,400.

11 

The new location offers 70,389 2 
books, 109 newspaper and magazine 
subscriptions, 6,623 audio recordings 
and 4,246videorecordings-includ- four-time Mayor Jo Anne Darcy. 
ing the DVDs. Telephone books from I Darcy, who retired from office this 

· around California and a local history past Apnl after 14 years of service, 
collection is also available. The library I was-involved with more than 40 local 
also offers a children's area with a community groups and service organ-
homework center, a periodical read- izations. Santa Clarita residents, to 
ing area and a _young adult section. It whom Darcy has dedicated a signifi-
has a two-person reference desk, a cant portion of her life, are thankful for 
four-station circulation desk, a copy the new library that bears her name. 
center, a "Friends of the Library" "It's nice and it's new and it's pret­
store, and a 157-person capacity meet- ty convenient for us," said Saugus 
mg room. resident Mark Johnson, who visits the 

Whereas the prev10us library library with his children five-year-
offered one Internet/wordprocessmg old Molly and eight-year-old Sam 
station, the new location has 11. The several times a month. Johnson, who . 
facility' s reference information capac- commutes to Pasadena, has taken an 
ity has doubled, plus there 1s an addi- interest in the audio book collection 

onal_profess10nal libranan and more while his kids favor the location·'s 
part-trme employees. numerous children's books 

"The staff is very nice, the patrons The librar · loca t d ir t ·1 
· this · · · y 1s oca e m a re a1 

are very mce, Is is a mce communi- com lex at 18601 Soledad Can 
ty and we are very happy with this p . yon 
new building, 11 said library employee Road in Canyon Country. Built for 
Carmen Nieves who commutes from $5 1 nulhon, which the City of Santa 
Littlerock. ' Clarita allocated from general-fund 

revenues in 1999, the library was the 
result of a partnership between the 
City, TCP Management and the 
County of Los Angeles. 

For more information, one may call 
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ArtistJim McCarthy works on a black and white rendering 

ofa fast-shooting cowboy at the Artists' Quick Draw. 

A big 
draw for 
the valley 
Cowboy fest this week 
By Carol Rock . 22
StafJWriter 3 -03

CANYON COUNTRY - On next Sunday's 
menu for the Santa Clarita Cowboy Poetry and Music 
festival is "art with a view" at a new event, the Artists 
Quick Draw, set for 10 a.m. at Robinson Ranch.

The Quick Draw will test the speed and skill of nine
artists who will create Western masterpieces while
guests enjoy a Southwestern brunch. At the end of an 
hour, the artists will put down their pens and brushes 
for an auction of their works. 

Event coordinator Andree Walper was inspired by 
a similar event in Los Olivos, an artisan community 
near Santa Maria. 

"Western art is a portion of the Cowboy Festival 
that we had not explored until this year," Walper 
said. "We wanted to try and expand the Festival out 
into the community, so we selected Robinson Ranch 
in Canyon Country for its decidedly Western style 
and spectacular view. I'm excited about the lineup 
of outstanding artists. 

"It's also a way to get some fabulous art, maybe 
even below gallery prices" she said. 

When organizers were looking for someone to draw 
the essence of Santa Clarita's Western heritage for the 
first festival in 1994, they found Don Vernon, a I 
Canyon Country artist who was familiar with the 
territory and quick with a paintbrush. 

"They had seen my work locally and asked me if
I could come up with a poster," he said. Vernon will
return to the 10th anniversary festival for the Quick 
Draw. 

Vernon takes his inspiration from his youthful 
days in Oklahoma. Although he has been an artis_t for
more than 30 years, it took a move to Cahforma m 
1976 to get him "in the saddle" of Western art. Now 
he's known for his Western renderings and has been 
featured at the Cattlemen's Association show in Paso 
Robles for the last 13 years, as well as making time 

I 
to show his work at home. 

He said he was honored to be included in the first 
batch of rapid-fire artists. 

"This is a fun thing to do," he said. "I've been 
working with some designs of Vasquez Rocks." 

Buck Taylor, a Western artist of both the visual and 

I 
performing kind, is looking forward to returnmg to 
the streets offestival central at Melody Ranch, where 
he filmed "Gunsmoke" for seven years. His feature 
film work includes "Tombstone," "Wild Wild West" 
and the recent "Gods and Generals." 

He will join other Western entertainers when his 
bronze saddle is unveiled Friday afternoon on 
downtown Newhall's Walk of Western Stars and is 

-planning on spending the week­
end at his old stomping ground, 
where he will sell his artwork at 
the festival before and after the 
Quick Draw event. 

Taylor, who is coming in from
Ft. Worth, Texas, works pnma­
rily in watercolors to capture the 
romance and reality of the 
American West. He also received 
the Western Heritage Award 
from the National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum for 

I 
his contributions to preserving 
the country's Western heritage. 

Artist Reine River, who lives 
in Acton, has been billed "Cali­
fornia's Premier Contemporary 

I 
Cowgirl Artist" and exhibits her 
creations all over the U.S. and 
overseas. She also dabbles in 
cowboy poetry to augment her 
prints and photographs. River 
and fellow quick-draw artist Joe 
Ortiz are members of the Santa 
Clarita Artists Association. 

Other featured artists include 
Susan Kliewer from Sedona, 
Ariz., an award-winning sculp-
tor who is painting for this event; 
Margo Peterson and Karen 
Foster-Wells, both members of 
Women Artists of the West; 
festival vendor Anne 
Huthason-Sherman; and Jim 
McCarthy. 

r, In addition to the artists and 

I 

brunch, entertainment will be 
provided by Curly Musgrave, the 
Western Music Association 
2002 Male Performer of the 
Year. Tickets for the event are 
$20 each and are available by 

I calling (661) 286-4021. 

O 



• 

Cowboy Festival to .feature artists 

"Western art is a portion of the Cowboy 

F stival that we had not explored until this 
year. We wanted to try and expand the Festival 

out into the community, so we selected 

Robinson Ranch in Canyon Country for its 
. " decidedly Western style and spectacular view.

- Event coordinator Andree Walper 
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Cowboy Couture 
t 

Western Fashions 

The City of Santa Clarita is 
adding a touch of high-end fashion 
to its 10th Annual Cowboy Poetry 
and Music Festival with "Cowboy 
Couture," a western fashion show 
to be held on Wednesday, March 
26, at 7 p.m. at the Canyon 
Theatre, 24242 San Fernando Road 
in Old Town Newhall. Cowboy 
Couture kicks off this year's 
Festival - the City's 10th annual. 
Hosting the fashion show this year 
is Don Fleming. Performing at the 
Cowboy Couture event will be 
Belinda Gail, Western Music 
Association female performer of 
the year. Tickets for the Cowboy 
Couture event are $35 and include 
hors de oeuvres and wine and a spe­
cial commemorative gift. Info: City 
of Santa Clarita at 286-4021. 

The annual Walk of Western 
Stars event, sponsored by the City 
of Santa Clarita and the Santa 
Clarita Valley Chamber of 
Commerce will highlight the 10th 
annual Cowboy Poetry and Music 
Festival at the Hyatt Hotel on 
Friday, March 28 at 7 p.m. This 
year's honorees include renowned 
actor Bruce Dem, actor and artist 
Buck Taylor, grammy-award win­
ner Rider in the Sky and a 

posthumous award for Hopalong 
Cassidy (William Boyd). A prelude 
to the dinner at the Hyatt, tl)e side­
walk event on Friday, March 28 at 
3 p.m. at Market and San Fernando 
Road, will feature each of the stars 
(Hoppy's wife will be accepting on 
his behalf) in downtown Newhall. 
Everyone is invited to the free 
unveiling of the terrazo tile and 
bronze saddles in the streets of 
downtown Newhall at 3 p.m. with 
refreshments at El Trocadero fol­
lowing the unveiling. Tickets for 
the dinner on Friday evening are 
$100 each, 286-4021. 

at Robinson Ranch 

The City of Santa Clarita is 
pleased to present its first ever 
Artists' Quick Draw, co-sponsored 
by B&R Gallery as part of the 10th 
annual Cowboy Poetry and Music 
Festival. The Artists' Quick Draw 
will be held on Sunday March 30 
at 10 a.m. at Robinson Ranch 
27734 Sand Canyon Road in
Canyon Country. The Artists Quick 
Draw will feature nine renowned 
western artists who will create a 
work of art while guests enjoy 
brunch and observe the artists at 
work. The art will be auctioned off 
at the brunch, after being profes­
sionally framed. Featured artists 
include Don Vernon, the Cowboy 
Poetry and Music Festival's first 
poster artist; Buck Taylor, a cele­
brated artist and actor appeared on 

·"Gunsmoke" "Tombstone"; local 
artists Reine River, Joe Ortiz and 
Jim McCarthy, and from Sedona, 
Ariz. Susan Kliewer. Also appear­
ing will be Anne Hutchason­
Sherman, Kelly Donovan, Karen 
Foster-Wells and Margo Peterson. 
Curly Musgrave, the Western 
Music Association's "Male 
Performer of the Year" for 2002 
will provide entertainment 
Tickets: $20 per person. Info: City 
of Santa Clarita at 286-4021. 





FOR LOVE 
OF 

COUNTRY 
Rick Crowder performs as 
Sourdough Slim during a 
songwriting workshop for 

Meadows Elementary 
students in Valencia. 



Go :western, young woman, 

for Cowboy festival 
Katharine, 4, 
and her 
mother, 
Marlee Lauffer, 
model some 
will be 
modeling at 
the Cowboy 
Couture 
fashion show 
on March 26. 

Hans Gutknecht 
Staff Photographer 

Second-annual event to spotlight latest fashion designs 

VALEN CIA What to wear, 
what to wear. That' the question 

·;:::,,.. on the minds of some planning to 
attend the Santa Clarita Cowboy 
Poetry and Music Festival. 

There's not much demand for 
cowboy gear the rest of the year, 
and Western wear stores Jean 
toward function over frills. 

To settle those nagging fashion 
questions, the city will present the 

1 second annual Cowboy .Couture, 
a fashion show featuring denim 
and diamonds as well as chaps, 
vests and high-end outfits fancy 
enough to stop horses in their 

tracks. The show kicks off the 
festival at 7 p.m. March 26 at the 
Canyon Theatre Guild in down­
town Newhall . 

Well-known Western fashion 
designers such as Amy Hoban, 
Marikka Nakk, Anna Konya, 
Pamela Brandt, Sherry Holt and 
Kristin Collins of Wahmaker/ 
Scullv wili be featured. Some 
designers will be bringing their 
collections in from Arizona and 
New Mexico. 

Performing at the event will be 
Belinda Gail, Western Music 
Association female performer of 
the year. Runway music will be 
"cowboy eclectic," ranging from 
honky-tonk to Elvis to 

Aerosmith's "Walk This Way," as 
well as including some traditional 
Western artists. 

More than 40 models will strut 
their stuff on the stage. including 
Mrs. California Tarni Hulcher; 
Cheri Fleming; Marlee Lauffer 
and her da daughterKatharine; 
Joanne Rodriguez; Shelly Hahn; 
stuntman Rick New; Council­
woman Marsha McLean; and 
Mayor Cameron Smyth. 

Designer Amy Hoban said that 
making Western wear takes her 
back to her childhood. 

"I grew up watching 'Annie 
Oakley' and Dale Evans and Roy 

FASHION / From Page 1

Rogers," she said. "l loved the 
Westerns and even named my 
kids Cody and Cassidy. This type 
of clothing is the kind of stuff I 
always wanted to dress up in." 

Hoban 's designs capture the 
vintage look of the 1950s, with 
liberal use of fringe and embroi­
dery, along with vibrant cowboy 
and cowgirl prints. Outfits run 
toward the expensive side, with 
skirts starting at $350 and goi ng 
up to $700. 

Andree Walper, who wo ks
the city's Economic Develop-
ment officethe rest of the year, is

coordinating the fashion show.
"This is an aspect of thecowboy 

way of life thal had not been
highlighted in the past, and it 
helps some of our vendors at the 
festiva l," Walper said. "Th 
cowboy lifestyle is as much what 
you wear as much as what you 
do." 

Fashions modeled at Cowboy 
Couture arc not on sale at the 
event, but may be available at the 
designer's spot at Melody Ranch. 

"It's fun," she said. "And it 
gives people ideas about what to 
wear. Cowboy clothes are not 
necessarily what you think they 
arc. There is a wide range of 
clothing that you can match with 
a cowboy hat and boots to wear to 
the festival. lt's not all jeans and 
a shirt. There's a lot more to it -
therc'f. actualfashion to cowboy 
clothes." 

Alanna Rose Blair, who did 
som print a11d runway modeling
before becoming box office
manager for the Canyon Theatre
Guild got involved last year

" his is an 
aspect of the 
cowboy way of 
life that had not 
been 
highlighted in
the past, and it 

elps some of
our ve dor s at

the festival."
- A dre e Walper 

Coordinator 
of the fashion show 

when she was giving the coordi­
nator a tour of the facility. 

"When she came in to look at 
the stage, I got so excited I asked 
if I could jump on," Blair said. "It 
was really neat. We were all 
modeling at least three different 
designers; it was neat to have the 
contrast of differentdesignc, sand 
ideas." 

When asked if modeling cow­
boy clothing was like other fash­
ions she's worn, Blair laughed. 

"The other is much more 
uncomfortable," she said. "This 
stuff is made for wearing." 

Tickets for the Cowboy Cou­
ture event arc $35 and include 
hors d'ouvres wine and aspecial 
commemorative g1 t. For tickets, 

all the city at (661)286- 402 I 



.Stars 
Continued from page A1 

"The Great Gatsby." an<l more than 
50 television appearances in his 40
year career as a method actor. He 
said the highlight of his career was 
the opportunity he had to work with 
John Wayne. I He starred with 
Wayne in the film 'The Cowboy" 
and has the distinction of being one 
of the few actors in film history 
ever to "kill" the legendary western 
star un the silver screen. 

''We all came our here to become 
actors. but no matter how good we 
are or how great some people in 
this industry wi ll become, we will 
never be legends... . they are the leg­
ends, they are bigger than li fe and 
we look up to them. To this day the 
greatest memory I have was the 
oppu1tunity to shake John Wayne's 
hand," Dern said. 

Dern, whose work brought him 
to Newhall to film the 1962 series 
''Stoney Burke" expressed his
thanks for being honored with the 
award. 

"I've never had anyU1ing I ike this 
before so I'm greatly appreciative," 
Dem said. "When Buck and I start-
ed out here doing "Stoney Burke'' 
in 1962, there really was 110 Santa 
Clarita, nor was there a dream of 
Santa Clarita, and it was all we 
could <lo to find Newhall ," Dern 
joked. "But you've a got a wonder­
ful town and the fac t that you 
would do something like this really 
is fabulous." 

Presenti ng the award to Taylor 
was past Walk of Stars honoree, 
Sam Ell iott. who attended the cere­
mony wi th his wife Katherine 
Ross, star of his 199 1 televi sion 
movie, "Conagher." Elliott made 

his debut on the silver screen in the 
1969 film "Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Ki<l." 

By Christine Bitter itors. 

Walk of Stars c ass 

honored by friend 
By Margie Anne Clark 
Signal Staff Writer 

Renowned actor Bruce Dern, 
along with actor/artist Buck Taylor 
and the Grammy award-winning 
group Riders in the Sky. were hon­
ored at the city of Santa Clarita's 
16th annual Walk of WesternStars 
Gala Dinner and Awards ceremony 
held at the Hyan Valencia Friday. A 
posthumous award was presented 
to William Boyd of Hopalong 
Cassidy fame. The event was held 

as a star-studdedkickoff to the I 0th 
annual Cowboy Poetry and Music
Festival whid1 continues today at
Melody Ranch Motion Picture 
Studio in Newhall. 

Patriotism and pride in the
American way or life exempli­
fied in the life of a cowboy- high­
lighted the evening as the honoree, 
accepted their awards.

Dem ha appeared in more than 
80 lilms, in luding "Last Man 
Stand ing." "Hang 'em High,'' and 

See STARS, page A3 

ALEX Collins/The Signal

Karen Quest of San Francisco shows off her rope tricks at the 

10th annual Cowboy Poetry & Music Festival Saturday at 

Melody nanch in Newhall. The event continues through today. 

Continued from page A1 

Signal Staff Writer 2003

Crowds browsed and gussied­
up performers caroused on the 
grounds of The Melody Ranch
Saturday for the 10th annual
Cowboy Poetry & M11sic Festival. 

Spotted along the dusty street 
and its boarded walks were per-
formers display ing their art - a 
lone harmonica, an<l iro11smiths 
demonstrating thci1 trade.

late 1800s through the 1970s. 
Scattered among the dirty 

drifters, lawmen adorned with 
copper stars, and itchy-fingered 
gunslingers may be a western reg­
ular from U1e past. 

Amid groups of brightly 
dressed cantina showgirls and
low-brimmed cattle rustlers in 
long coats, was a 1930s-style cow­
boy all in black, with a character­
istic black hat. 

"Hopalong Cassidy was a real 
American," said Joe Sullivan of 
Cicero, Ind. "He wanted everyone 
around to grow up happy and suc­
cessful." 

The main street or tJ1c ranch is
an authe11tic representation of the 
original, and is well remembered 
as the backdrop for the shootout 
scene in the Gary Cooper classic
''High Noon." 

The street's town buildings are
converted into shops and show 
spaces where musicians, singers,
poets and storytellers entertain vis-

'Trick -roping itself is a rod o 
art." said Jim Townsl,·y of
Chatswort h from his 4-foot stilts.
"And they used to have contests in 
rodeos." 

Through their art and imagi na­
tion, participants in the festival
conjure up the historic mise en 
scene of the Old West and 
American Frontier heralded by 
film. radio and television from trhe

Woodland Hills resident Walker 
Edmiston, in di sgt1i se as Judge 
Roy Bean, a legend of the Old 
West best known for holding court 
sessions in his Texas saloon, has 
an extensive list of credits, from 
"Gunsmoke" to "Stagecoach" to 
"Have Gun, Will Travel." 

" I've played riflemen , bad men, 
gunslingers, sheriffs " 
Edmiston

The main street was surrounded 
by tents where visitors could 
adorn themselves like the rest and 
be a part of the movie magic of U1e 
ranch. 

"At first we didn't know what to 
expect,'" said Ruby Degner of 
Arroyo Grande. "All the musi -
cians • ' 





KEVIN Karzin/The Signal 

Groundbreaking, ceremonies for the Hyatt-Valencia Hotel attracted (left to right): Tom 
Dierckman, senior vice president for The Newhall Land and Farming Co.; Cheryl Phelps, 
Hyatt's vice president of marketing; Santa Clarita Mayor Clyde Smyth; Gary Cusumano, 
Newhall president, and Councilwoman Jo Anne Darcy. 

Hotel take 
9 -·l(-91 

By JACK KarzinTZANEK 

Signal Business Editor 

SANTA CLARITA - A long­
time dream took a step toward 
fruition Thursday when ground was 
broken for the Hyatt Valencia Hotel 
and Santa Clarita Conference 
Center. 

The six-story hotel, which is 
expected to open its doors in about a 
year, will be the Santa Clarita 
Valley's first full-service accom­
modations facility, and another 
piece in The Newhall Land and 
Farming Co. 's ambitious Town 
Center plan. 

"We expect this to be a full­
service, first-class conference fa­
cility," said Gary Cusumano, Ne-

step toward reality 
whall Land's president. "It's de­
signed to hold numerous events that 
many of us have had to go over the 
hill for." 

Cusumano called the project, at 
the intersection of Magic Mountain 
and McBean parkways, an example 
of cooperation between public and 
private sectors. The city of Santa 
Clarita received federal funding to 
construct storm drains along 
Mc Bean Parkway, and this addition 
makes the hotel and convention 
center possible, officials said. 

Santa Clarita Mayor Clyde 
Smyth said this has been something 
the city has sought since 1984, 
when residents said they wanted a 
conference center and a quality 
hotel. The facility is expected to 

generate $30 million in sales tax 
revenues during the next 25 years. 

"The city is here for one reason 
only, and that's to provide ser­
vices," Smyth said. "This will gen­
erate the revenue that will allow us 
to do that." 

The hotel is expected to be 
completed in early 1998, although 
probably not in time for the Nissan 
Open, which is scheduled for next 
February at the adjacent Valencia 
Country Club. 

Hyatt, which entered into an 
agreementwith Newhall Land ear­
lier this year after plans to have 
Hilton operate the facility fell 
through, operates 104 hotels in the 
United States and 23 in California. 





Santa O prepared for Y2 
City doesn't anticipate major computer problems; 

residents urged not to overtax municipal services. 

study it before it reaches South­
ern California. The n w year 
will begin first in Auckland, 
New Zealand , and work its way 
east. When the new year hits 
Santa Clarita, officials will have 
had more than 12 hours to see 
potential glitches. 

FYI 

JASO So G 

Our Times 

The upcoming millennium's 
largest potential danger is not a 
computer problem bul a people 
problem, said representatives of 
key city services, including hos­
pital, police, City Hall, water;. 
electric and phone services. 

The possible Y2K problem 
- a computer's inability to dif-
ferentia te between the year 

2000 and 1900 that could cause 
crashes had been solved 
through extensive trials, lhe 
representatives said 

"We've test d and . retested 
and retested again," said Ron 
Tropcich, a manager for Pacific 
Bell. "At this point, Y2K is not a 
techn logical issue, it 's a man­
ag ment issue." 

And even if there 1s an unan-
ticipated computer glitch, Santa 
Clarita will have a chance to 

"If there is a problem, we 
should be able to anticipate it 
and hopefully c rred it by the 
time it ge ts here," said Donna 
Nuzzi, the emergency coordi­
nator for the city. 

SEE Y2K PAGE AS 

PLACES TO CALL 

Although officials are confident there w ill be no problems when the 2000 
rolls in, they say the flu bug and loud parties are bound to strike, and larg-
er problems like power outagesare not out of the question. Residents can 
call the following numbers to report problems: · 

Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff's Station: 255-1121 t o report non-emergency
problems and 911 for li fe-threatening situations. 

• Henry Mayo Newhall Memorial Hospital: 253-8000 
• Pacific Bell: 611 for repairson home lines or 81 1 for repairs on business 

lines 
• Santa Clarita CityHall: 259-2489 
• Southern California Edison: (800) 655-4555 

DECEMBER 30, 1999 • J NUARY 5, 2000

Y2K
Continued FROM A 1 

But officials cannot antici- · 
pate people problems. For 
example, phone company rep­
representativeare worried curious 
people could inadvertently tie 
up the phone system. 

"If everyone picks up the 
phone after they 've finished 
screaming to see if there's dial 
tone, they won't hear any­
thing," Tropcich said. 

Although phone users hear a 
dial tone "99.9% " of the time, 
customers are not actually guar­
anteed to hear a dial tone every 
time . they pick up the phone 
because "the system isn't 
designed to accommodate 
everyone at once," Tropcich 
said 

"If you don't hear a dial tone, 
don't panic, there are probably 
too many people on the system 
at ·once ," he added. "You 
should just try again a few min­
ute a ter. " 

But some systems will fail 

New Year's Day because it is 
simply unavoidable, said Don 
Piwnica, a technical advisor for 
Southern California Edison. 
Although the power company 
has been testing its systems 
since 1995, there are still 
inevitable power failures due to 
fallen power poles, wire fail­
ures , or transformer problems 
every day, Piwnica said. 

Although the chances of this 
happening are very low, the 
anticipated high winds and 
usual firecrackers, the potential 
for mishap is higher on New 
Year's Eve , Piwinca said. 

"The biggest concern is an 
overreaction to things that are 
not Y2K related," Piwnica said. 
"If the power goes out, just treat 
it like any normal power out­
age. " 

The local hospital and sher­
iff's station will bulk up their 
staffs in preparation for any 
potential problems and to deal 
with the usual mishaps associ­
ated with overzealous partyers.

The San ta Clari.ta Valley 
Sheriff's Station will have 22 
extra deputies on patrol, said 

Capt. Don Rodriguez. Further­
more, if any major problems 
should occur, the station can 
request extra manpower from 
its counterparts throughout the 
Los Angeles area. 

Still, Rodriguez anticipated 
the largest problems would be 
loud parties , not crime. 

"We'll probably spend a lot 
of time trying to keep noise 
down to a quiet roar, " 
Rodriguez said. "lf anything, 
we anticipate stations asking us 
for deputies, not the other way 
around ." 

And while Henry Mayo 
Newhall Memorial Hospital 
was concerned enough about 
Y2K to stockpile medical sup­
plies and suspend vacation time 
for key staff members until after 
the holiday season, spokes­
woman Janice Newbold said 
she was more concerned with 
drunk drivers and the flu epi­
demic than computer crashes. 

"We are 100% ready," she 
said. "The first day of the mil­
millenniumshould be like any oth­
er day." 
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Dozen Years ... Dozens 
of Accomplishments! 

Happy 12th Birthday City of Santa Clarita 

In just 12 years of 

Cityhood, the dream of local 

government, economic 

prospei·ity and a high quality 

of life has been 

realized. Founded 

by a small group of 

· residents with a 

desire for control 

of their destiny, the 

City of Santa Clarita 

has achieved the goals 

of its founders. 

Santa Clarit a's City 

Council and City staff 

represent you! Your desires 

for a safe community with a 

high priority on youth and 

open space are a reality! 

Beautifully landscaped medians, 

well-appointed parks, proactive 

law enforcement and a bias for 

action contribute to this award­

winning City's appeal. 

On the City's 12th birthday, 

we thank you for your support 

and participation. The residents 

and business community of Santa Clarita truly set our city apart and 

help make Santa Clarita one of the premier cities in California. Here are 

just a few of your city's major achievements over the last 12 years: 

(1) The 5-acre Begonias Lane Park • (2) The 40-acre Central Park (Opening in March, 2000) 

(3) New Landscaped Medians City-wide (4) Site for the Soon-to-be Built New Canyon Country Library 

(5) Santa Clarita Transit Bus System • (6) The Skate Park and Sports Complex 

(7) The Santa Clarita Metro/ink Station • (8) The Jan Heidt Metro/ink Station in Newhall (Opening in March, 2000) 

For More Information about Your City, Call: (661) 255-431 4 
. -



OPEn HOUSE AT CITY Hall

Tuesday December 14, 1999 "-' 4:00 p.m. to 6:oo p.m. 
Scout troops, residents, business people ... everyone! Come to City Hall, 

23920 Valencia Blvd. and enjoy a tour of City departments. 
Displays, refreshments and special information will be available. 

MAYORAL lnAUGURATIOn & council Meeting:

Tuesday December 14, 1999 5;30 p.m. 
Join the City council and City Officials for the swearing in of the new 

Mayor for 2000 in council Chambers at City Hall. Refreshments will be served. 
The regular City Council meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

For more information, contact the Public Information Office at: (661) 255-4314
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