





S. Clarita
stars in
own video

History, progress
in 1st decade noted

MES0AY, Ave. 9\ 297
By Teresa Jimenez
Daily News Staff Writer

SANTA CLARITA — The 18-
minute video celebrating the city’s
10th birthday is part documentary
and part bragging session, filled
with observations from City Coun-
cil members on Santa Clarita’s
beginning and recent
achievements.

With a folksy country-western
tune playing in the background, a
voice on the video tells viewers how
vision, history and tradition have
come together to create a quality of
life that surpasses  other
communities,

Then Councilman Carl Boyer
remembers how the first commu-
nity meetingwas held in a classroom
of the old Saugus schoolhouse. And
City Manager George Caravalho
remembers the challenge of getting
a new city off the ground.

Video follows

O-year journey

!

“It was really fun starting from
scratch and coming up with the

money to do things,” he says on the
video.

This, the voice says, is why Santa
Clarita has big-city business but
small-town charm.

“This is sort of a ‘take pride in
your community’ video,” said Gail

See VIDEO / Page 4
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from cityhood

VIDEO / From Page 1

Ortiz, public information officer for
the city. “We're letting people know
there’s a reason to celebrate, a reason
to be happy you work and play in
Santa Clarita.”

The $15,000 video, put together by
Valencia Production and Post, isn’t
designed to promote the city to any-
one except the people who live here,
Ortiz said. It servesasa reminder that
cityhood has helped keep money in
the city, allowed more parks to be
developed and helped draw more
businesses to the area, she said.

The video will be aired on public
access television channel 20 during
the month. But presentations will be
madeto groupsranging from thelocal
Rotary Club and PTA to homeown-
ers associations and the Chamber of
Commerce, as well as any other
organizations that request one, Ortiz

said.

For who don’t know that Santa
Clarita was named by California
Business Journal as one of the top
cities in California to do business or
that it is often named one of the safest |
cities for its size, they will after
watching the tape. i

They’ll also discover that the city
has expanded its park space, takenon |
a redevelopment project and pre- |
served open space while offering a
variety of activities for the families |
who live here. i

“We want to make it a place where
people come. We want to make it a |

place where people feel safe,” Mayor =

Clyde Smyth says in the video. |
“Welcome to Santa Clarita.” |
Cable channel 20 will air the city |
video at 9:30 p.m. Aug. 14 and Aug. |

21andat 7 p.m. Aug. 18 and Aug. 25. |
To request a presentation, call Ortiz
at (805) 255-4314. '




Art workshop offered
by SCV city ofﬂcials%

The in
National State County Partner-
ship Granting Program will be
detailed at a free workshop from
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday,
Feb. 5, in the Century Room on
the first floor of City Hall, 23920
Valencia Blvd. The workshop is
sponsored by the city of Santa
Clarita Parks, Recreation and
Community Services Depart-
ment and the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Arts Commission. The NSCP
grant program provides up to
$10,000 for eligible Los Angeles
County arts organizations. Work-
shop attendees will learn aboul
the application process and ‘also
have the opportunity to network
with other arts organizations and
representatives from the area. To
reserve a seat at the workshop or
for more information, call the
Los Angeles County Arts Com-

mission Grants Manager at (213) |

974-1343 or city Cultural Arts
Coordinator Sean Morgan at
286-4034.
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Small business gmde debuted on Thursday

Resource book to be

" unveiled at SCVCC’s
-membership meeting

By JAck KATZANE? A i

Signal Business Editor

'.____,_—-“"'"'-_.___‘_g

The Small Business Resource Guide, a

" practical handbook with information on how
. to get a commercial start in the Santa Clari-
“ta Valley, will be debuted at the Santa Clari-

ta Valley Chamber of Commerce's quarterly

. membership meeting Thursday, according to
_a city spokeswoman.
. The guide, which was produced by the

SCVCC and the city of Santa Clarita, is
designed to give new and ex:stmg business-
es direction to negotiate the area’s business
climate, accordlng to Stacy Miller, an ana-
lyst with the city’s Economic Development
Department.

The resource guide grew out of the cham-
ber's Year of the Small Business efforts, a
joint declaration for 1998 by the city and the
SCcvcCc.

While not listing any potential vendors,
the guide has information that includes con-
tacts for starting up and expanding a busi-
ness, as well as resources for funding, train-
ing, licensing ﬁn&fmign trade, Miller said.

Bob Kellar, who chairs the chamber’s
Year of the Small Business Committee, and
Mayor Jan Heidt, will jointly unveil the

product.

“The goal of the guldc is to provide resi-
dents with a where-to-go on starting a new
business in Santa Clarita,” Kellar said. “We
are proud to say the finished product has
ended up serving an even broader base, as it
includes resources that can assist virtually
every business in our community.”

The meeting is scheduled to start at 11:45
a.m. at the Ranch House Inn, and the admis-
sion fee is $15. The guest speaker will be
small business consultant Kent Burnes, who
will .speak on “Shaping Up For the New Mil-
lennium.”

Anyone looking for a copy of the 3% or
more information should contact Miller at
287-4160.







Santa clarita's 41 Birdhday cidy Run- 1951.



—-
! v " ‘\. fpe T " " g
R et e

= T I"' 8’. 2

;

i, 0

Pl

41 crowd Metrol

" Freeway coIIapze\qsm Motorist
nk

s

’ l
s

o

By SusaN GOLDSMITH
Signal Staff Writer

BURBANK — A visibly angered
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Mike Antonovich asked President
Clinton and his team of top federal
fficials Wednesday to look beyond
tie San Fernando Valley to
¢a thquake-battered Santa Clarita,
wh. th he said has been shaken by a
treraor of indifference ever since
Maonday's earthquake.

“Over one-half million people
are impacted and need your assis-
tance,” Antonovich told the presi-
dent. “Santa Clarita Valley, which
has over 200,000 people, is land-
locked. The Antelope Valley,
which has over 200,000 people, is
also landlocked. The freeway is
down and they need
transportation.”

The president toured parts of the
San Fernando Valley Wednesday
during the one-day visit, with Con-
gressman Howard “Buck”
McKeon, R-Santa Clarita, as one of
his guide. Following the tour, Clin-
ton conducted a three-hour town
hall meeting at the Burbank Airport
with federal, state and local offi-
cials, including Los Angeles Mayor
Richard Riordan, Gov, Pete Wilson
and California Senators Dianne
Feinstein and Barbara Boxer.

Clinton and his staff announced
they’d immediately release $45

The section of Highway 14 which collapsed onto Interstate 5 during Monday’s earthquake.
The structure is to be broken into small blocks for trucks to haul away.

President told SCV_
overlooked |

million for freeway repairs and de-
bris removal, $239 million in Small
Business Administration money, up
to $100 million to fund rental assis-
tance vouchers as well as $34 mil-
lion in Community Development
block grants. Clinton also promised
to ask Congress to reduce the 25
percent state matching requirement
for federal assistance to 10 . percent.

“I think you have a very strong
case for waiver, but before we can
do that we need a realistic assess-
ment” of the cost, Clinton said. “I
think Congress will do the right
thing.”

And, Clinton said, “This is a na-
tional problem . . . . This is some-
thing we plan on staying with to the
very end.”

Gov. Pete Wilson told Clinton
the earthquake damage will be the
costliest in the state’s history with
preliminary estimates putting the
total at $30 billion.

“The people of this community
have been through enormous tests
in the last few years,” Wilson said.
“These disasters do seem to bring
out the very best in people ...
They're shaking but their spirit is
not broken.”

Although the money will be im-
mediately released, including some
$777,000 for the Santa Clarita Val-
ley in Housing and Urban Develop-
ment grants, Antonovich said his

See CLINTON, page A4

RICH SHVEYDA/The Signdl

Clinton

Continued from page A1

district is being lost in the earth-

quake shuffle.

“The Santa Clarita Valley is de-
vastated and it's important the pres-
ident realize this is a regional prob-
lem,” said Antonovich, “It’s impor-
tant we get solutions and not

political rhetoric.”

McKeon said he made Clinton
- well aware the earthquake destruc-

tion was severe in the northern por-
tion of Los Angeles County.

“I told him, ‘Look, this is my dis-
trict,”” said McKeon, who is sche-
duled to meet with Transportation
Secretary Frederico Pena today. “1
went to each of these people indivi-
dually who can help us.

And, he added, “Just getting the

president here is important. It
shows his concern.”

In reference to Clinton and his
team of officials, McKeon said,

“These guys, as I've seen them, are
doers.” .

Concerned the meeting did little
to bring attention to the northern
portion of Los Angeles, Antono-
vich said, “It was a dog and pony
show for the city of Los Angeles,
which, in my opinion, jeopardizes
the services needed and required by
the citizens in the Santa Clarita Val-
ley, Antelope Valley, the city of San
Fernando, Santa Monica, Glendale

and Burbank, who’ve all been de-

vastated by the earthquake.”

survives
2144
freeway plunge"”

£

RICH SHVEYDA/The Signal

By MARK SABBATINI

! The van had been serving food
Signal Staff Writer

to workers near the damaged
transition, said Officer Pablo Tor-
res of the California Highway
Patrol.

“For some unknown reason, the
vehicle went off in the wrong
direction,” he said.

NEWHALL — A 42-year-old
man was hospitalized Thursday
afternoon after driving a catering
van off a severed Antelope Valley
Freeway connector ramp that col-
lapsed during Monday's earth-
quake, officials said.

Tony Moufarrege, of Sun Val-
ley, drove off the southbound
ramp at approximately 1 p.m.,
landing upside down on a tractor
below that was used in repairing
the freeway, said Mark Savage, a
Los Angeles County Fire Depart-
ment inspector, He said Moufar-
rege was airlifted to Henry Mayo
Newhall Memorial Hospital.

Moufarrege was said to be in
fair condition with minor injuries
late Thursday.

“He was conscious and talk-
ing,” Savage said, “He was ex-
tremely lucky, seeing as he
dropped 40 feet and landed upside
down.”

The catering vehicle also car-
ricd a refrigerator, a stereo and
other personal belongings, Sav-
age said.

Firefighters used to “Jaws of
Life” to extricate Mouffarrege
from the vehicle, he added.

The accident is the second since
the overpass collapsed during
Monday’s magnitude 6.6 earth-
quake. Los Angeles Police De-
partment Officer ' Clarence W.
Dean, 46, died after driving his
motorcycle off the ramp 45 mi-
nutes after the quake.

The freeway is closed at the
Placerita Canyon Road off-ramp,
and officials said repairs to the
freeways will take at least a year.

: ez SHAUN DYER/The Signal *
The transition from the southbound Antelope Valley Free-
way to northbound Interstate 5 was a quake casuaityv.




|-5 detour could open
sometime next week

By MARK SABBATINI .~ °
Signal Staff Writer \

SANTA CLARITA — A serics
of detours around the severed junc-
tion of Interstate 5 and the Antelope
Valley Freeway that may be able to
handle between half to two-thirds
of normal traffic flow is expected to
open next week, officials said
Friday.

Traffic on I-5 will be rerouted
onto The Old Road to go around a
streich of the freeway that col-
lapsed during Monday's magnitude
6.6 earthquake, said Joe Shaw, a
Caltrans spokesman. Commuters
on the A.V. Freeway (state High-
way 14) are being diverted to Sierra
Highway, with all four lanes of the
road converted for southbound use,
and to the northbound truck lanes.

Shaw said Caltrans workers hope
1o have the I-5 detour completed by
Tuesday, but weather could pose a
problem.

“There's a 40 percent chance of
rain this weekend, so we may not be
ready,” he said.

Shaw said he does not know how
long the completion of the detour
could be delayed if weather is
unfavorable.

Aftershocks from the earthquake
could also pose a problem, Shaw
said. But he said a series of small
jolts Friday did not ct work,
despite a small landslide that
blocked The Old Road.

Monday’s earthquake caused a
several hundred foot long section of
the southbound Hi ¢ 14 con-
nector ramp lo I-5 to collapse,
falling about 75 feet onto the 1-5
freeway below. In addition, a por-
tion of 1-5 collapsed onto The Old
Road about one mile north of the
junction.

The tremor left commuters from
the San larita and Antelope
valleys with Sierra Highway as the
sole north/south route to Los
Angeles, Motorists have spentup (0
four hours during the week waiting
to get through the bottlenecked
road,

Caltrans officials have estimated

See ROADS, page A8
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Workers continue to remove parts of the collapsed Antelope Valley Freeway connector
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Roads

Gontinued from page Al
irs to the freeways will

tially bee
He said tra
The Old Road between C
Boulevard and Weldon
Road, but remain on -5 the rest of
the drive — including the section
where Highway 14 fell on the
frecway.

“Most of the areas where the
bridge fell down on the freeway

ramp Friday. Detours around the sev

have been cleared or are clos
it this ime,”
About 50 people are removing
AL concrete and steel
_anyon o construct the
detour b n 1-5 and The Old
Road, according to CalTrans offi-
. The work is about 60 percent
completed,

Improvements are also being
made to The Old Road, as 75
workers resurface, siripe and place
signs on the street. That work is 20
percent completed.

those traveling on

northbound motor

Highway 14 truck lan
Fernando Road o Magic Mountain

ered junction are expected to be in place next week.

urkway, and southbound motor-
ists to exit at Valencia Boulevard
- <
Highway.
Other alternati
who normally tak
14 include Highway
Highway 23 i ) or
way 101 in Ve and Highway
14 to Angeles Forest Highway in
Palmdale. i i
Shaw is also urging commulers
to the Metrolink rail service, whic
i8 running extra
and has expanded the number of
pickup stations and trains running
Information on Metrolink
an be obined by ¢




Officials }
shoot for
Thursda

By MARK SABBATINI
Signal Staff Writer

SANTA CLARITA — The
scheduled opening of the detour ar-
ound a bridge on Interstate 5 that
collapsed during last week’s earth-
quake has been postponed from to-
day until at least Thursday, officials
said.

The delay resulted when Caltrans
workers planning to blow up the re-
mainder of the Gavin Canyon
Bridge to protect traffic passing be-
low discovered key utility lines run-
ning under the interchange, said
Russell Snyder, a Caltrans spokes-
man. He said officials brought in
20,000 yards of dirt to cover the
utilities, which included fiber-
optics lines to Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport, plus key local gas
and oil lines.

“They had to create an earthen
buffer to protect the lines when the
concrete fell down,” he said. “They

made the dirt 15 feet thick in some
SpOlS.” y

Crews are now hauling away the
demolished concrete and steel, and
hope to have a detour on The Old
Road finished in time for Thursday

He said rain forecast for Monday
night might delay the opening
further; bot belicves it will notbe a
factor.

@ Metrolink station
Soledad Canyon Rd., east of
Saugus Speedway
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= = |nterstate 5 detour

The 0ld Road, perhaps as
soon as Wednesday, will
serve as a detour around
quake-damaged stretches of
|-5. The detour will feature
two lanes in each direction
with a center divider.
Southbound traffic will leave
the freeway at Calgrove
Boulevard and rejoin it at the
Weldon Summit truck stop.
Northbound traffic will exit the
freeway at the truck stop and
re-enter at Calgrove.

moming’s commute, Snyder said.

circumstances,” he said.

A magnitude 6.6 earthquake Jan.
17 caused parts of the overcrossing
to collapse onto The Old Road,
more than 200 feet below. Caltrans
and other officials estimate it will
take at least a year to repair the
bridge and other freeways damaged

in the quake, including a portion of

thq Antelope Valley Freeway
(Highway 14) that collapsed onto
I-5

Traffic on I-5 will be diverted
onto an improved stretch of The Old
Road between Calgrove Boulevard
and Weldon Canyon Road. Offi-
cials estimate the detour will be able
to handle half to two-thirds of nor-
mal traffic flow.

Traffic on Highway 14 has been
diverted southbound onto Sierra
Highway and northbound onto the
Highway 14 truck lanes.

Jerry Baxter, a Caltrans director,
said he hopes to have the south-
bound truck lanes on the freeway
open at the end of the week to
further relieve traffic flow, which
has resulted in delays of up to four
hours.

Caltrans officials said Monday
moming’s traffic was relatively
light compared to last week, due to
commuters carpooling, using
public transportation and stagger-
ing their traveling hours.

=== Highway 14 detour

Highway 14 is closed south of
Placerita Cyn. Rd. The detour
follows Sierra Highway to The
0ld Road, Foothill Boulevard
and San Fernando Road in the
San Fernando Valley, where
commuters can take
Sepulveda Boulevard to the
Roxford St. entrance to |-5.

Red Cross shelter
Newhall Park (1 of 4)

@ City Hall
il Emergency center

“Under normal circumstances we
woulc!n‘t have workers out there in
the rain, but these are extraordinary

Map not to scale
Sources: Caltrans
City of Santa Clarita
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Highway 14
detour open

I-5 detour may
open Thursday

Tim Whyte/The Signal




SusaN GOLDSMITH
ignal Staff Writer

TA CLARITA — Sitting in a rain-
»d tend in the City Hall parking lot, the
ty Council met for the first time since last
Monday's earthquake and voted 1o remove
two barriers from area streets to improve
access and promised (o help a family whose
destroyed home is precariously perched on
a hillside.

“We're dealing with special emergency
needs to get them done within our legal

framework,” said Mayor George Pederson.
“We'll be meeting more frequently as the
need arises and as the decisions come up.
It's a fluid situation and it changes daily.”

City Manager George Caravalho told the
council that City Hall would be closed for
the next 60 days while repairs are done o
the building, which was heavily damaged
during the earthquake. City officials expect
the building to be fully operational in two
months. While work is being done to the
building, it will be closed to the public, he
said.

This week, Caravalho said, the ciily is ex-
pecting to receive $5 to $10 million from
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency in immediate disaster funding for
road and building repairs, Although final
estimates are not available, officials believe
damage to the city will exceed $100
million.

Patty and Stuart Cronan of Valencia
pleaded with the council for help in demol-
ishing their Via Onda home, which was
completely destroyed by the temblor. Now
living in a tent with their five childrenon a

neighbor's lawn, Mrs. Cronan said city offi-
cials have said their home is a danger Lo sur-
rounding neighborhoods and then recanted,
saying it was not a threat.

“The only way I can describe it to you isa
house of cards. . .."

City officials acknowledged the Cronans
may have fallen through the cracks because
of all of the emergencies last week. It prom-
ised to help the family proceed with the de-
molition today.

At issue during the discussion was
whether the city is responsible for demol-

ishing the home. City Attorney Carl New-
ton told the council the city is responsible
only for homes that pose a danger to the
public. The demolition of homes that do not
pose a threat to the public, Newton said, are
the property owner's responsibility under
the law,

In other business, the council voted 1o re-
move two city road barriers on the
Calgrove/Valley intersection and another
on Maple Street both in Newhall to improve
access for residents and emergency
personnel.
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Jut of the rubble
ise many heroes

fler the dust settles (and they say
will, eventually) it will be hard 1o
ok oone (ine) [rom the hundreds
the streets of Santa Clarita. One
I've heard over and over is
acPherson, the city's
mergency preparedness coordinator.
merly [rom the Red Cross, Adele
e on board the city staff (at the
bidding of City Manager George Car-
nade our preparedness
iorities) where she

to

1 hie, When
i see her on the street after things
Im down, thank her. We're so lucky

er]
he city's occasionally cxcitable
unteer coordinator Priscilia Nielsen
15 used willing citizens to do every-
hing under the sun, whether it was
ling Metrolink tickets or distributing
iking water (which you should use,
v tell us now, for at least another
w0 weeks). Priscilla would like you
li o know that she is eternally
raleful for everything — but if youo
ve a few spare hours, she's looking
i people 1o ride along with building
pectors and people to go into the
ce department for numerical fil-

ing. Call her at 286-4102 to sign up.

you should, we at The Mighty
il tip our hats to the cily’s col-
¢ efforts and super-organized

it in these troubled times,

w, if your house is in order,
roof stable and your family

at calm, this is a good time
someone else a hand, The

i Cross, which is operating four
lters in town (that may stay open
er two to five weeks), can use
ie folks 10 rclicve the workers that
been at it for ove
ng to volunteer ¢

v

tion or serv-
Is at the shelters, So far, over
'olunteers from Santa Clarita are
n this disaster effort. Call
59-1805 or visit their cffices
Center so they can lake

re of your special skills. Anne
) reminded me (o tell you that
imes the biggest need people

¢ is to have someone to talk to or

oo
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By MARK SABBATING \- ) U &
Signal Staff Writer

SANTA CLARITA — City offi-
cials have moved into less distin-

@ puished — but considerably safer
N — housing for at least the next two
B months, operating from two mobile
| trailers and a tent in the parking lot

of the devastated City Hall.

Last week’s earthquake made
City Hall uninhabitable and virtu-
ally all of the offices, plus addi-
tional emergency services, had to
be relocated, said Gail Foy, city
spokeswoman. She guided the me-
dia on a tour of the facilities during
a press conference Wednesday,
where the latest local darnage fig-
ures were released.

Foy said city employees and
volunteers are trying to adjust from
the chaos of the quake’s initial

City officials work
out of tent, trailers

aftermath and gear up for what is
certain to be a challenging few
months.

“We're trying to evolve from an
emergency operations center to a
satellite City Hall,” she said.

Everything involving expensive
equipment, from payroll to the
city’s disaster hotline, were
crammed into the trailers, while
utilities officials and others fielded
questions under the “Big Top”
outside.

The city is trying to help private
businesses and offices at City Hall
find a location to operate from until
repairs are completed, Foy added.

Residents can obtain building
permits and Metrolink passes from
offices in the trailer. Information on
FEMA, when water will be restored
to homes, shelters and other
See CITY, page A9
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City
c*mlnued from page A1
wthquake-related issues can be
gﬁered by staff in the tent.
The busiest actiyity continues to
be building inspections, with 30 to
40 teams of inspectors from the
region performing 800 inspections
ity, Foy said. She said damage is
imated at more than $162 million
todate and it will be weeks before a

final tally is known,

“We don’t have a breakdown by
community,” she said. “It’s obvious
Valencia was hit a lot harder than
anybody.”

A total of 3,113 private buildings
— such as homes and churches —
and 583 public buildings sustained
damage, according to the latest
figures. Damages include $11.2
million to roads, $3.6 million to
bridges, $76 million to public and
private schools, $23.5 million to

\.x L. . \\.
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lion to multi-family dwellings.
The city’s emergency operations
center — handling tasks such as
analyzing and compiling damage
data — is continuing to operate 24
hours a day, Foy said. City employ-
ees have been working 12 hours a
day, seven days a week since the
quake hit, but she said officials are
trying to end that this week,
Residents with questions can call
the city’s hot line at 286-4105.

give them a hug.
\\ \\ ‘\\\\ \\ 7 '.\\ \5\ \\ ‘\\-\\\
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Speaking of hugs, at the SCV Se-
ninr Center on Market Street, Carolyn

Shuliz says they could use some
{olks to give the seniors there some
companionship, lisien if they want w
ik or help clean up the facilities,

Silent victims of the earthquake are
many pets, who fled in fear of the
shaking and may not be able to get
heine, Laorene Weste and Margo
Wiite have been spending sleepless
fights Lrying to reunite pets with their
owners. The Castaic Shelter
{257-3100) is holding all animals
found since last Monday and are not
cuthanizing any healthy animals tumed
your pet is missing, GO to the
r, don’t call, it's easier to ID
n in person, Even if the shelter is
sedd for adoptions or registration,
ve've been told they will let you
check on your animal’s status.

When Hart Park was closed and
valeiless thanks to a broken water
{ine, animal keeper Margo went in to
vare for her furred and feathered
vharges, Finding no water, she called
Lanrene, who called Jim Jinks, head

{ the Newhall Water Company. Jinks
sid she could have water if she
wonld just come get it. Another call,
fiis one 10 Andre Veluzat, owner of
Iy movie company water trucks.

» connected with Jinks, and with
animals of Hart Park, including
dozen or so buffalo at the foot of
hills, making sure they were wa-
tered, Isn't it amazing what a network
of well-placed friends will do?

And to help out local relief efforts,
the SCV Canyons Preservation League
fias dedicated their fundraiser Wednes-
day night to the SCV branch of the
fted Cross, For only $35, you can
enjoy 4 buffet dinner and a show at
the Laugh Factory on Sunset Blvd.
hosted by Frazer Smith of KLSX ra-
dic. Even though its over the hill, it's
a worthy cause — why not get a
tunch of people going and carpool?

ki

colling 294-2500,

At any rate, for all you do, this
Miller's for you — Irwindale tap wa-
tiér donated by the brewery — which,
by the way, it takes five bottles of to
make one pot of coffee. We're
surviving, Santa Clarita — here's
fooking at you!

Carol Rock's society column ap-
pears Tuesdays.

It’s been more than a week but
it seems just like yesterday when
the 6.6 temblor rocked our area.

The aftershocks have kept all of
us on edge, and has thrown some
over the edge. It’s a tough time.

But it's also a time to recog-
nize those who have worked dili-
gently to try to provide residents
with much-needed help.

I have repeatedly criticized city
officials for making sophomoric
decisions and ineptly implementing
novice measures.

If the city had a nickel for ev-
ery mistake it’s made, it would be
on easy street. Then again, so
would 1.

But not this time.

This city has gone far above
the call to aid local residents.
The emergency center officials
set up in the City Hall parking lot

is exemplary. Not only does it
provide essential service, but it
gives comfort to those who have
been there as well,

Officials set it up an hour after
the quake hit and was ready to
roll, pardon the pun. The center
has representatives from the Santa
Clarita Valley Sheriff’s Station,

-
|
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City’s true colors shine through

Y 1544

Steve Whitmore
the Los Angeles County Fire De-
partment, the State’s Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, Southem
Califomia Gas Co. and Southern
California Edison.

The hot lines have provided
quick access to emergency infor-
mation. The numbers deserve re-
peating. They are: 286-4105, 4106,
4107, 4108, 4109, 4110, 4111,
and 4112,

Use those phone lines for any
questions regarding the earthquake.
They are there for you to use.

The center has a computer cen-
ter that tracks building inspections
and repair work being done
throughout the city. The center
hands out water and other
emergency necessities.

But it’s much more than a

place to go to get help. By its
mere existence, it helps ease our
ragged minds. It lets us know
there leaders do care. And that’s
half the battle.

Some people go there to just
talk, share the nightmare. That's
fine. Talk it to death.

Some people are upset with the
service, saying it’s not fast, com-
plete or good enough. We can al-
ways do better and city officials
Eould be the first to acknowledge

at.

But the city did it.

_In a time such as this, confu-
sion adds to the fear., We need
people we can lean on, people
who will lead us out of the con-
fusion. We need a steadying force.
I know this sounds like a lot of
hyperbole, but I think it’s true.

It’s like that old saying: “You
discover a man’s true colors in a
time of crisis.”

Well, I for one think the city’s
colors are true. Thanks,

Steve Whitmore is The Signal’'s
city editor. His commentary ap-
pears Tuesdays. He can be

reached at 259-1234, ext. 235.



By SusaN GOLDSMITH
Signal Staff Writer

SANTA CLARITA — Until re-
pair work is done¢ on earthquake-

i damaged City Hall, the city will

move its headquarters to Saugus
and pay only operational costs for
use of the building, officials said.

“The city needs a place to roost
for the time being and we’re going
to oblige them,” said Joe Sadera,
plant manager for Cytec Engi-
neered Materials Inc. The company

= =ew . =

will share its 75,000-square-foot
building with the city for the next
two months while City Hall is fixed.

By Monday, city officials expect
to be in their new home and ready
for business. The new building is at
21444 Golden Triangle Rd.

Sadera said the company will ask
the city to pay only for utilities and
other operational costs while in the
new building.

During last Monday’s earth-
quake, City Hall sustained $4 mil-
lion in damage. Since Jan. 19, the

e R
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office

city has operated in tents and trail-
ers in City Hall's parking lot.

“We want to get not just the city
organized but the entire city of
Santa Clarita back to normal,” said
Ken Pulskamp, the city’s assistant
manager. “This is a big step forward
in that direction. We're moving
from the emergency phase to
recovery.”

During the two months needed
for the repair work, contractors will
be replacing bolts and joints in the
City Hall building and shoring up
o :;- g,

the structure as well. Pulskamp said
the building will also need to be
seismically reinforced again.

“They’ll be taking out every bolt
and replacing them,” said
Pulskamp.

The city purchased the building
in 1987 for $11 million. There are

tenants in City Hall who collec-
tively pay $158,000 a month in rent.
None of the tenants, said Pulskamp,
will move to the temporary head-
quarters along with the city

GARY THORNHILL/The Signal

Saugus (above). A worker examines some of the damage to
esday (right).

L T

i City officials will temporarily relocate their offices to
k| facilities owned by Cytec Engineered Materials Inc. in City Hall Wedn
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Santa Clarita

wishes to extend a Great Big Thank You to the Community
for pulling together during this disaster.

Ve wish to apologize for any inconvenience caused as a result §

of the damage to our City Hall building and our location too.
Please come visit us at our temporary new City Hall:

21444 Golden Triangle Road, Santa Clarita

Please note: Our Buuilding and Safety Divison and the Emergency
remain in the parking lot of the old City Hall building at

(8052592489
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Residents line up at the Do It Center on Va
D get supplies. The inside of the store was a shambles,

Continued from page A1
y — scrambling down clutte
find items and working
long hours to get stores back in
order.
most stores have been sell-
als at regular prices,

T < of four AA batte-
ries regularl ced at $2 is sold at
me pl srupward to 88, How-

, those reports are unconfirmed,
tores have cut prices to

felp residents get by. And still
rs gave away items free

s Drugs was in the latter

ry. Department Manager
Dave Rabotnik at the Valencia store
id on Monday that the store
ded out free water, milk, baby
icine, bread

“We gave out those things people
d to get by,” he said. "W

gh the handouts
sun went down Monday,
1 helping oumt —

1y stores b
doling out food, other place
been providing other
camping equipment for aft
shy fc
chare

on, ) days
ore that, re d o quene
slow-moving lines and could

On Wednesday. most of the store
loadi

od and house

of liquor and
shelves were bare
es were depl
ere stili tied rel what ‘'we're here for. T|
still fiat on th < part of the community
But the stor to hel us live here.”
the commun [y Sto The store wi
have b o ) 0 shipment of boitled

lenciaBoulevard most of the items were t

JOHN DEMOS/The Signal

_ _ _ hrown onto the floor. The situation
as was similar at most stores in the Santa Clarita Valley.

GARY THORNHILL/The Signal

Resident Julianna Cserekyei collects water from a fire
hydrant.
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Locals on
rebound;
shops open |

By Mark Sasaarivg
Signal Staff Writer

SANTA CLARITA — On Tu
idents picke

cartheuake
to fade a5 power was n
most of the Sants Clarita Val
and b

“IPower surges through
“faulty wiring starts fires [&

MARK SABBATINI/The Signal

Firefighters prepare their equipment as smoke billows out of ahome in the
Granada Villa Mobile Park on Soledad Canyon Road Tuesday.




Watts residents
reach out to SCV

By SUSAN GOLDSMITH
Signal Staff Writer

SANTA CLARITA — The
riot-torn streets of South-
Central Los Angeles once
seemed far away from this
wealthy, suburban enclave
known for its safe streets.

But since the Jan. 17 earth-
quake, these two communities
have come together in surprising
ways.

Parents in Waltts, a commun-
ity center in South-Central L.A.,
[ has sent five building inspectors,

+ truckloads of free food, clothing
and diapers, along with bushels
of inspiration to earthquake-
battered Santa Clarita.

“Hold your head up. You're
not carrying this all by
yourselves,” “Sweet” Alice Har-
ris, executive director of Parents
of Watts, told the City Council
last week. “When one city hurts,
we all hurt. Hurt has no color.”

Because her community has
been ripped apart by riots and
crime, Harris said Watts has
something to offer Santa Clarita.

“We live in a war zone.
They're shooting all the time.
We've been there,” said Harris.
“This city’s never had a crisis.
But we have and we don’t want
to see a good city ruined.”

City officials were warmed by
the display of good will and
welcomed the team from Watts
with hugs.

"~ “I was very impressed,” said
Mayor George Pederson. “From
all I saw of ‘Sweet" Alice, she’s
a breath of fresh air.”

This new twist on the philan-
thropic model of rich communi-

See WATTS, page A14

Quake

Vicki Voznik (left), of BSI Consultants, Inc., and “Sweet”
Alice Harris and Dwayne Hatten, both from Parents of
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Contin from page A1
ties helping~goorer neighborhoods, underscores
how interdependent we all are, Pederson said.

“We are all here together. It should not make
one bit of difference whether we’re black or
white, Democrat or Republican,”

Parents of Watts learned about Santa Clarita
last year when a Los Angeles-based engineering
firm got involved volunteering at the community
center, Many of the engineers with the firm are
from Santa Clarita, including Gene Ginther, who
played Santa Claus at the Watts community
center last Christmas,

“I think this was terrific,” said Ginther. “There

no rac

was a real need here and they stepped up to the
plate.”

Vicki Voznik, a BSI community relations
representative, has been donating her time to the
Watts center as well. She was inspired by the
kindness.

“I'think this is really an outpouring of love I've
never witnessed before,” said Voznik.

When Harris put out the call for volunteers to
bring goods to Santa Clarita, Dwayne Hatten
answered. :

“A lot of people are hurting in Santa Clarita.
They need someone to come out and give them a
hug,” said Hatten, a counselor with Parents of
Watts.

Harris says she understands what the earth-

jal barriers

Watts, a community-based organization in South-Central
Los Angeles, have been helping with local quake relief.

R e

SHAUN DYER/The Signal

quake has meant to people’s lives in the Santa
Clarita Valley,

“The earthquake has taken what people have
worked for. It's like a burglary,” she said.

Gail Foy, spokeswoman for the city of Santa
Clarita, said, “We were glad to have them and
glad to have the help. There's a community still
reeling from the riots and they came to help us.”

In some ways, the earthquake may have
helped bring these two communities, once
separated by freeways, race and economic
standing, closer, said Harris.

“The people up here have been overwhelm-
ingly nice to us,” said Harris. “If it had not been
for the earthquake, we wouldn’t have met these
good people up here.”

— )



Cleanup continues

Clockwise from top left: Salvation Army workers
unload tarps, food, water, clothing and other"
donated items trucked in from Fresno at a Red
Cross relief shelter at Newhall Park; workers tape
plastic over broken and boarded-up windows
Friday at City Hall; Priscilla Niglsen (right), a
disaster services worker for the city, explains to
Newhall resident Eileen Stewart how to get her
home inspected for quake damage; a trailer is
taken off a section of Interstate 5 isolated when
parts of an overpass collapsed. The section was
demolished Sunday; Newhall resident Effie Bird,
with the help of John Foster, 8, seals the windows of
her Walnut Street apartment with plastic.

Signal photos by:
Rich Shveyda
Gary Thornhill
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A split in the road | GARY THORNHILL/The Signal

A fissure caused by Monday’s 6.6-magnitude earthquake separates Avenue Stanford
in the Valencia Industrial Center. The 6-inch wide crack also runs through the Aqua-
fine Corp. building (background), leaving the structure divided in two.

il
'Damage inspection - 21~ 24

_ Steve Brockmeyer, an account executive with an insurance company, inspects the
.damaged Aquafine Corporation building in the
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jCity’&:e emt rgency center ready to help |
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| By SUSAN Golbsiais \”7 ~-
2 signal Staff Whriter

' SANTA CLARITA — Less than an hour ;el'!cr
f Monday’s 6.6-magnitude earthquake struck, city
officials had set up an emergency operation

F center at City Hall.
Although the center had no power or phone

lines, officials and volunteers were getting the
place ready for the emergencies they knew
would soon follow,

When the phone lines were connected and the
electricity was back up shortly after, the center
was up and running and ready to act as a
command post. : ‘

But when the ground started trembling again,

city workers, still shaky from the early moming |
earthquake dove under the tables, according to |
Gail Foy, the city’'s spokeswoman.

than working,

George Caravalho made the decision to move us |
out t(% the parking lot even though the building
See EOC, page A10

“We were spending more time under the desks |
" said Foy. “(City manager) |

Communications
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Home Inspections
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B they have questions. We want to

Continued from page A1

was deemed safe.”
Now, the fully operational

| emergency center is set up with|
the Santa|
Clarita Valley Sheriff’s Station, the |
Los Angeles County Fir¢ Depart- |

| representatives from

ment, the state’s Environmental
Protection Agency, Southern Cali-
fornia Gas Co. and Southern Cali-
fornia Edison, as well as city staff
working a phone bank,
Residents are calling the phone
| bank requesting building inspec-
tions, while others are calling the
EOC to report hazardous material
spills. The EOC can be reached at

“People can come to the EOC if

i help people through this,” said Foy.

Warm food is being dropped off
| for EOC workers throughout the
P! day by American Red Cross volun-
.[ | leers and the center is being staffed
B 24 hours a day, said Foy.

E “Everybody has an area of
expertise they’re handling such as
| procurement, shelter, fire and
8 building safety,” said Foy.
A computer system has been set
1 up at the center to track building
| inspections and the repair work
being done throughout the city.,
Through the EOC, residents can
hook up with one of 30 available
il building inspection teams. Foy said
several building inspectors from

{ have come up to Santa Clarita to

.‘ help out.

’1 Residents interested in volun-
teering at the EOC should call the
| phone bank or show up at the center

]u[ 23920 Valencia Blvd., officials
said, -

B 286-4105 and 286-4107 through |
B 4112,

§ throughout the Los Angeles area |
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~ RICH SHVEYDA/The Signal

Supplying water {-23-9Y
Michael Marks, a city employee, gives directions to Lupe Munguia after giving her
drinking water at Newhall Park Thursday. Drinking water is also available at Canyon
Country Park, Santa Clarita Park, Val Verde Park, Old Orchard School, Henry Mayo
Newhall Memorial Hospital, Ranch House Inn, Coliege of the Canyons, Hasley Canyon
Mobile Park, and Six Flags Magic Mountain.
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1,000 residents calling shelters home

By CAROLE A. BROOKS
Signal Staff Writer \"

: CAROL ROCK/The Signl
This shelter, at the Boys and Girls Club in Newhall, is one of many open in the Santa Clargita
Valley in the wake of Monday's earthquake.
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@on't miss the fun and festivities when

Join the Santa Clarita 8th birthday this year.

Department heads and

., local nonprofit organiza- SaturdaY’

. tions for breakfast and

great conversation! December 9
q . | 5K Run/Walk-8 a.m. | Sparkletts
:30 a.m. 10 9:30 a.m.

2 : Water
City Hall Parking Lot City Hall Parking Lot

Cost: - Western Bagel
Foin us at City Hall at 8 a.m. when the

Creative Image
Photography

the City of Santa Clarita celebrates its SPONSORS:

By S Transworld Bank

$1 per child ; !
$2 per adult Mayor fires the starting gun for the 8th Sisley Italian
$5 per family birthday Run/Walk. Kitchen =~
An awards program will follow the Sports Chalet
— race.
/0or more Y Hughes Family .
nformation, call Al participants will receive a Markets

BO5 255-4314 commemorative t-shirt.

Priority registration is only $8!
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John l.azar.-'Spgual to the Daily News
At the United Methodist Church, Dr. Kay Yoo of US€'s dental school shows Tina Ramirez, 11, how to bite down on X-ray film.

o.

SANTA CLARITA
Dental Health Clinic

1995

o

Dr. Vincent Chao of the USC
School of Dentistry gives
7-year-old-Gustavo Madrid, feff,
an oral hygiene treatment,
Preliminary dental examinations
were performed Friday on 120
pupils of the Saugus Union and
Sulphur Springs school districts.
The dental work, which is free of
charge to the youngsters, is part
of a program sponsored by the
Santa Clarita-based Foundation
for Children's Dental Health.
Under the $20,000 program,
students from the USC School
of Dentistry will fill cavities, clean
teeth and perform extractions.
Follow-up care will begin today
and will continue through Friday
at the Santa Clarita United
Methodist Church, 26640
Bouquet Canyon Road, Saugus.
For information, call (805)
297-3783.




Photos by KEVIN KARZIN/The Signal

Gregg Gechoff, a third-year
dental student at USC,
checks the X-rays of one
of 120 school-aged
children who attended a
dental clinic that Is spon-
sored In part by the city
of Santa Clarita and other
organizations throught the
SCV. The moblle dental
clinic of USC, under the
direction of Randall
Niederkohr, DDS, travels to
about 18 citles In the U.S.
and two citles In Mexico
each year. At right, Manuel
Garcla, a sixth-grader at
Old Orchard Elementary
School gets his teeth X-
rayed during his checkup.

By CAROL CHAMBERS
Signal Staff Writer {5 ~-4<

SANTA CLARITA — The tooth
fairy may have a little less work this
month, thanks to a volunteer group that
provides dental care to impoverished
youngsters.

Some 120 Santa Clarita Valley child-
ren from low-income families began
treatment Friday through the Founda-

Dental clinic brings smiles to needy Kids

tion for Children’s Dental Health, a free
clinic established in 1993,

For many, it was the first time they
had ever been to a dentist, according to
Mary Caravalho, president and founder.

“We found out a few years ago that in
our community there are no dental
services for poor children,” Caravalho
said. “Now we have these clinics, and
we do oral health education where we
go into classrooms and show kids how

Dentist

Continued from page A1
ings, stainless steel crowns, sealant
and — if necessary — extractions.
“We don’t do root canals, but
we’ll find doctors who will do them
# because out of this many kids, about
- six will need them,” said Dr. Randy
Niederkohr, director of the USC
| Mobile Dental Clinic, which is
providing treatment.
Niederkohr said the mobile

and for the next week, they will receive
cleaning, oral hygiene instruction, fill-

to brush their teeth and what to eat.”
Also, the foundation has a network of
dentists willing to treat emergency
cases, either free or at a reduced fee, she
said. The children were selected based
on financial and medical need.
Friday, the young patients were exa-
mined and given dental X-rays. Today

See DENTIST, page A3

clinic goes to about 20 locations
every year using senior dental stu-
dents and hygienists. _

“This is for the kids who:get lost
in the cracks: A lot of the kids we
see don’t even have toothbrushes,”
he said.

On average, the cost of treatment
would be about $1,000 per child
were it not for the clinic. Niederk-
ohr estimated that the week-long
clinic will cost the foundation from
$18,000 to $20,000, but is worth
more five times that amount,
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Saturday, December 14, 1

996 7:00 am - 9:00 am

City Hall Parking lot 23920 Valencia Blvd.

ON SALE AT 1

The “Dear Santa L
Proceeds benefit sponsorin
The book is $13 plus tax

HIS EVENT!

etter Collection”

b non-profit organizations
($4 goes to non profits)

|

The Flapjack Forum offers res
informally-with the City Council

Cost is §5/Family or ¢

All proceeds benefit local

Alsoont
Celebrate the Ci

with the 5k Birthday Run-Walk - S

dents an opportunity to meet

o discuss local topics of interest | &

/Adult and $1/child
on-profit organizations

at day ..
y's 9th Birthday

turday December 14 beginning at

I

8:00 am in the City Hall Parking lot
Awards will be pres

SPONSORS INCLUDE: 25 Score, Wester
. Hometown Buffet, Automobile Club of Southy
'\ Valencia Dodgeflsuzu/Chrysier/jeep, Crea

FOR MORE INFORMATION

N OR TO RECISTER, CALL:

| Cost is $9 per person in advance
ented, plus raffles!

| Bagel Too, Miami Tan, Trader Joe's,
rt California, Ralph's Grocery Company,
ive Image Studio, Signal Newspaper.

O,,

f Santa Clarita Recreati

. 5055549

Nsve e Nine .

. T
City schedules birthday celebration |2//2},
L
IN santa cLariTA — The Sunday, andl city
officials are gearing up to celebrafe with a series of weekend events.

The celebration kicks off Saturday morning at 7 a.m., with the City
Council hosting a Flapjack Forum at the City Hall parking lot, 23920
Valencia Blvd. The pancake breakfast will cost $5 per family or $2
per adult, $1 per child. =

Immediately following the breakfast, the city will hold its ==
‘traditional 5-K Birthday Run, beginning at 8 a.m.

Up to 500 people are expected to run or walk the 5-kilometer
course, which will begin at City Hall and wind through the city's bike §
trails, returning to the starting point. §

Residents who have not already done so can register for the run on
site for $15.

The city will conclude its birthday celebration with a “State of the |
City Breakfast” Monday at the College of the Canyons cafeteria, |
located at 26455 N. Rockwell Canyon Road. Breakfast begins at 7
a.m., at a cost of $10 per person.
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iSanta Clarita
elebrates its
j‘ th birthday f-

Event offers time for reflection

By Sherry Joe Crosby Since its foundation, the city has S8 W s
Daily News Staff Writer planted 5,000 trees, landscaped five |
! : miles of medians, created 10 miles of
SANTA CLARITA — Nine years pedestrian paths and spent about $1
lof cityhood has given Santa Clarita million on traffic improvements, city
residents local government, better spokeswoman Gail Ortiz said.
streets and improved parks, but the “The list is very impressive,” said
fledgling city still faces serious chal- Allan Cameron, a 22-year Canyon
@ lenges as it struggles to build more Country resident who served on a
‘ I roads for a growing valley, municipal subcommittee of the City Formation
pioneers said. Committee.
As the city of Santa Clarita cele- Oneof the most significant benefi
brated its ninth birthday Saturday residents enjoy is easy access to gov-
awith a pancake breakfast, a cake- ernment services and control over #iss
cuttingceremony and a SKrun, some  local tax dollars, founders said.
Sof its founders reflected on the “We were able to attend City
advantages accrued since its estab- Council meetings and make 55
ishment Dec. 15, 1987. testimony,” said Vera Johnson, af
¢ “It helped define who we are asa 31-year Canyon Country resident
ity,” said Councilwoman Jill Klajic, who served as secretary on the City
I~ who served as a volunteer coordina- Formation Committee. “It was easy g ES
itor for the City Formation Commit- access to five City Council members
tee that put the issue of cityhood on  We were in control of our future.”
November 1987  ballot. i
*Everyone is with us as a city, and it
flbrings us a visible identity.”
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In 1897, Santa Clarita was cited by the FBI as the third-

safest city of its

size in the nation. Pictured is part of the 14-mife paseo system winding

through Valencia.

10-12-97

City tops in community safety

hat makes a community a

safe place to live? Ask a
thousand different people, and
you'll get a thousand and one dif-
ferent answers.

In 1997, Santa Clarita was
cited in an analysis of FBI statis-
tics as the third-safest city of its
size in the nation, and throughout
its 10 years as a city Santa Clarita
has consistently ranked among
the top five.

The creation of a “safe commu-
nity” isn't something that happens
overnight, nor is it something eas-
ily maintained, So what is it that
makes a community a safe place
to live?

For Santa Clarita, the key has
been to achieve a strong balance
between proactive law enforce-
ment and programs that create,
sustain and reinforce the concept
of community safety, all sup-
ported by a strong foundation of
community involvement.

The biggest tactor separating
Santa Clarita from other cities is
the overwhelming involvement of
the community. Santa Clarita was
formed by residents who envi-
sioned a community where they
had more control over their desti-
ny, control over how their tax dol-
lars were spent and the ability to
create a community of their
choosing. .

Residents have a real sense o

civic pride, and openly accept the
shared responsibility for maintain-
ing the community they've creat-
ed.

The concept of civic pride and
shared responsibility not only pre-
dated cityhood but was the
averriding factor in incorporation.
When the vision of cityhood
became a reality, that sense of
pride and responsibility only grew
stronger.

Today the residents of Santa
Clarita play a direct role in
enhancing the safety of their com-
munity. The development of a safe
community is a process that
begins at the grass-roots level and
makes it possible for local law
enforcement to enjoy a high
degree of success.

Safety involves more than just
arresting criminals. It starts by
addressing “red flags” that are
usually indicators of worse things
to come. In Santa Clarita, one of
the red flags was the increasing
presence of graffiti.

Seemingly immune to an issue
that had confronted communities
across the nation, by the late
1980s Santa Clarita residents
began to notice a marked increase
in graffiti in the community. Still
more than a year away from incor-
paration, a group of local residents
addressed the growing concern.

The result was the Santa Clarita

Valley Pride Committee, a volun-
teer group that identified and
developed a grass-roots solution
to the problem. The commiltee
continues to address issues relat-
ing to graffiti and works hand in
hand with both the city and
Sheriff's Department to maintain a
well-rounded program. Not only
was graffiti reduced by more than
40 percent in one year, but it was
done at very little cost to the com-
munity.

Community safety is also about
emergency preparedness, One of
the goals of the newly incorpo-
rated city was to develop an
emergency-preparedness pro-
gram that would teach residents
how to prepare for disaster. The
goal resulted in the creation of the
Santa Clarita Educated Commu-
nifies United in Response to
Emergencies (SECURE) Pro-
gram.

The SECURE Program pro-
vides residents free education
and training on how to to prepare
for and function during the first 72
hours of an emergency. What
makes SECURE unique is that
the program is administered by
volunteers throughout the com-
munity.

As more people become
trained, the trainees in turn

See SAFETY / Page 17

SECURE program provides
training for emergencies

SAFETY / From Page 16

!::ecome the next group of volunteers. SECURE has provided train-
ing to more than 20,000 local residents to date and was instrumen-
tal in getting the community back on its feet during the Northridge

Earthquake.

Citizen involvement across the board has helped responsible
agencies maintain community safety. It is this support that has
helped the Sheriff Department enjoy a high level of success.

In Santa Clarita, residents have the additional benefit of a law-
enforcement agency comprised of deputies that live in the
community they serve. Sheriff's Deputies that live within the city
have a heightened sensitivity toward addressing the “little things”
that make Santa Clarita a special community.

The services provided by the Santa Clarita Sheriff's Department
extend beyond those normally associated with a law-enforcement
agency. Each year the city looks for additional techniques to allow

City celebrates 10 years of landmark accomplishments

t's been 10 years of landmark
I accomplishmentis for the young
city of Santa Ciarita, celebrating its
first decade of cityhood this year,
When the cornmunities of Mewhall,
Saugus, Canyon Country and
Valencia joined together to
become a city, it became the larg-
ast area in California to incorpo-
rate. To celebrate, the city of Santa
Clarita is culminating a six-
month-long series of events with a
birthday party in December.

What seemed to appeal most o
this young population when decid-
ing upon cityhood was the ability to
keep locally generated tax doliars
within the city. Residents cite the
abllity to spend locally generated
revenue on things like new parks,
increased sheriff's services, land-
scaped medians, bike trails and
other amenities as a major benefit.

“With cityhood, we can go down
to city hall where we know the
elected officials and ihey know us
by namea," said Jim Ventress, of

the Santa Clarita Valley Boys and
Girls Club.,

“The citizens of Santa Clarita
now have the ability to make deci-
slons for thaeir futures. People who
live and work here can really plan
for the future of this community and
their best interests.” said Bob
Kellar, a local Reaitor.

Santa Clarita is a success story.
In all four corners of the city, new
development, established neighbor-
hoods and small locally owned
businesses co-exist to create ane of
thie most sought-after communities
to live and work in Southern Califor-
nia.

Since the city incerporated,
logally generated tax dollars have
enabled city officials to provide a
host of new projects, programs and
amenities to its residents. Three
new parks have been constructed,
including: the 17-acre Canyon
Country park; the 5-acre Begonias
Lane neighborhood park and most
recently the 8-acre Creekview Park

in Newhall.

Residents enjoy 12-plus miles of
wall-maintained, landscaped, off-
street bike paths and river viewing
areas, located adjacent to the
Santa Clara River.

For those who don't have easy
accass to a park, the city brings the
park to individual neighborhoods
with the Parkmobile. Ona phone
call to the city will bring a mobile
park to individual communities, pro-
viding supervised recreation for
kids of all ages.

Low-cost and free recraation
programs offered guarterly have
increased 600 percent since city-
hood. Some of these include exer-
cise classes, country-westemn
dancing, youth sports, aquatics,
dog obedience programs and
more

In the area of preserving the
aenvironment, the city gets high
marks. Since incorporating, the
city's curbside recycling, yard trim-
mings collection, oil recycling,

Christmas trea and telephone book
recycling have resulted in a 48 per-
cent diversion of trash from local
landfills,

Local leaders have successiuily
collaborated their efforts to prevent
the siting of a 190-million-ton land-
fill in Elsmeare Canyon, located just
one mile outside the city limits, pre-
serving a beautiful piece of the
Angelss National Forest.

Santa Clarita has purchased
several parcels on the outskirts of
the city to serve as a greenbelt.
Other land purchases will help
keep open spaces in the public
domain

Palicies that restrict development
of hillsides and ridge lines and pro-
tect oak trees will ensure the con-
tinued beauty of the Santa Clarita
Valley.

One of Santa Clarila's top priori-
ties has baen the safety of its
residents. Recently named the
nation’s third-safest city in an anal-
ysis of FBI crime statistics, Santa

Clarita's proactive approach to
local law enforcement maintained
a low crime rate.

“We dor't have the fear of crime
here in Santa Clarita that other cit-
jes have due largerly to the
invelvement of parents, teachers,
school district officials and local
gaovernment representatives,” said
Congressman Buck McKeon.

Successful collaboration with
other government agencies, along
with long-term planning, has
resulted in the completion of a
number of capital projects, Some
of these include the widening of
San Fernando Road, completion
of the Whites Canyon bridge,
increased freeway access to the
Canyon Country area, the opening
of Plum Canyon and Decoro
roads, the widening of Soledad
Canyon Road to six lanes and
several "guick-fix" traffic improve-
ments that resulted in five-to-
20-minute reductions in local com-

mutes. (U= {2 -9

deputies to become more effective.

These include the funding of Sheriff's COBRA Teams and Com-
munity Resource Deputies at each of the community's high schools,
regular surveillance of establishments that retail alcohol and the cre-
ation of the Santa Clarita Anti-Gang Task Force.

Programs such as the Anti-Gang Task Force (which brings
together residents from business, law enforcement and the school
system) and the COBRA Team (focusing specifically on gang and
graffiti activity) are examples of how public agencies and residents
can achieve the goal of a safe and healthy community.

Investing in our youth and their future is one of the biggest efforts
currently under way in Santa Clarita. The most important legacy any
community leaves behind is the opportunity it creates for its youth.
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packs plenty of punch(es)

2By CHRis DICKERSON
Signal Staff Writer

It wasn’t Holyfield vs. Tyson —
it was better. At least from the
dpoint of view of the young fight-
fers who took part in this year’s
ifirst boxing show at the City of
#Santa Clarita Community Center
Sunday afternoon, and the almost
300 penple who showed up to
e==cheer them.

The boxing program, sponsored
jointly by the City of Santa Clari-
ta and the USA Boxing Federa-

ition, is four years old, holding two
shows a year, one in the spring
gt and one in the fall. The boxers
girange in age from 10 to 25, and
many have taken free boxing
lessons since they were nine, as
iimembers of the Santa Clarita
“Boxing Program.

On Sunday, 15 bouts were
cheduled throughout the after-
noon, each consisting of three
ounds at three minutes each.

Both boxers received a trophy for
Eparticipating (though the winner's

was slightly taller than the losers).

Santa Clarita was well repre-
sented by resident boxers, John
Ruiz, 19, Arturo Huamosta, 18,
Daniel Mata, 25, Patrick Franz,
18, and Mike Kennefic, 22, in
rounds seven, eight, nine, 10 and
12 respectively. Ruiz and Kennef-
ic took the big trophies, with
Huamosta, Mata and Franz being
awarded the smaller ones in their
bouts.

Coordinator of the Santa Clarita
Boxing Program, David Smith,
said the club would like to hold
more matches during the year “to
keep the kids active.”

And while Smith said, *It's the
professionals who give boxing a
bad name,” he believes the kids
get nothing but good things from
practicing the sport.

“What they learn is safety first
and self-esteem, sportsmanship
and confidence, and the artistry of
it,” Smith said, adding that, as
taught in his native England,
“Boxing is like fencing, only you

See BOXING page A5

‘center |

Boxers Raymondo Rodriguez (right) and Orlando Urbin
trade blows during Sunday’s boxing show at the City o

Santa Clarita Community Center.

SCOTT ROBY/The Signal i

Approximately 300 people showed up to watch Sunday’ s s
boxmg show at the City of Santa Clarita Community Center. S

}M—ﬁ .3 |-
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from boxing programs.

'Bo. ing

# Continued from page Al
don’t have a sword in your hand.
And what the boys learn from
sparring is respect for their oppo-
nent.”
Smith sees an even more con-
{ structi

lesson for young men

“The most important thing they
learn is controlled aggression,
Smith said.

“There’'s nothing better. You
might come in here angry, hating
life, but I guarantee you, after two =
hours of a boxing program work- g







Rudy Martinez,




City’s community center offers safe haven for teen-agers

B\ ll[’t‘sd ..lnmnc and more. Nuw I g0 uu‘\ da\' after su..hool every Thursday afternoontod ide their fieldtripsand
g s h ecessary fund-raisers, ; Martinez, 16,
. -Ltualiv pu,lt\' lun And, who been with the gmuplurthrce ars.
)lm hmnd oul-.hl:mllhc ) ,it beats hanging uunddltht.m'{l}urmthe 5 ost Org d group, but they get
oup aftera str itdone,” N o said. “Most of the time they come up
“down Im nliu ln Imn out in the ¢ I nnumim'ﬂ\nwlmubl said Mauricio with their own ideas.”
| and dr: { him to a weekly meeting ante, 15. ve do stuff in the community, they The latest trip that has the whole group excited is a:
- tomuseumsandstuff.” Halloween party on the Queen Mary in Long Beach.
) ' The group already held a carwash to raise money for
L].ICI!'l_E_.‘,t now the - ave left, is designed to let the trip, and a coming dance will help raise more A
kids do the organizing, said Veronica Navarro, a pro- In fact, the grouphas gone on quite afewtrips, ranumu
\ ?1told him gram sp at the center. j from Disneyland and Knott’s Berry Farm to the
that it takes up too much of his free ti Olea said. :  parks staff members guide them through
“But I went that one time, and then I started going more some of the more difficult planning, the teens meet See CENTER / Page 4
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Recreation opportumnes at the Santa Clarita center mcl e billiards and field trips. Rudy Martinez, 16, takes a call.

Teens plan their own trips at site

CENTER / From Page 1 Staff members at the center try to pus e cnnscuucncm“
- L —— lu.n\u;nmnn ' g Almc

Museum of Tolerance *hool,
ike the trips and the people who i : g
said. “The trips are fun because of mmhlh it their
go with.” ."--'" Junior m ar uspicious, h /
members enjoy the community /va, 13. s thinki ut working DM s will call jus to make sure
: [\..]\dl' They’'ll s
swhere you can hang out \\ilh 3 :
handmlmJ do n)d 1hmulmthcmnmmml\ '\\-uh llulm ’ |'-. \\Ll vio mL.ntnr \
said Christir \\L I1n.I1‘r LIL\III Llp them.” Navarro said. “We bring the police in For mﬂre. info
' : to talk to them. We tell lhun hey, you can y find out about other activities
choose to be out there if you want. Just know ¢ ' all the center at ( -4151.




Future |

s 1999 comes Lo a close, we
A can reflect on the progress
made 11 the Santa Clarita

Valley over the last century.

Trains, old-fashioned trails and
stagecoach passes gave way to
Metrolink, the Golden State Free-
way and local highways. Discover-
ies of oil and gas brought jobs to
the valley in the early 1900s while
bustling business parks brought
evelt more employment in the lat-
ter half. The entertainment indus-
try, always a part of our economy,
expanded to include film studios
and post-production companies.

Our master-planned “new town”
of Valencia emerged in 1965 asa
balanced community of homes,
employment, shopping and recre-
ation and brought Henry Mayo
Newhall Memorial Hospital, Cali-
fornia Institute of the Arts, College
of the Canyons and Magic Moun-
tain; retail and entertainment
opportunities exploded with Town
Center Drive and new shopping
and theaters on the east side of
town; local services were expanded
through the creation of the city of
Santa Clarita; and redevelopment
began on the historic downtown of

entury holds promise
for Santa Claria Valley

Newhall,
founded in

. the 1870s.

% These are just
w%. ' afewofour
valley’s
accomplish-
ments,

The next
century is full
of promise.
2000 and the
years ahead
will bring pos-

Thomas L.
Lee 1"(_“hfl “‘““ itive changes
99 to our valley,

some that are foreseeable and
many beyond our imagination as
technology advances. Just as the
20th century brought us new infra=
structure, so will the 21st. Many = §
new roads are planned throughout
the valley, as well as freeway
improvements to 1-5 and the Ante-
lope Valley Freeway. New
Metrolink stations and routes will
be added. Several new schools are
on the drawing boards with con-
struction expected to start soon.

A new Tournament Players Club

See LEE / Page 2

LEE/ From Page 1

Golf Course in Valencia will com-
plement the soon-to-open Robin-
son Ranch Golf Course in Canyon
Country. The city of Santa Clari-
ta’s Central Park will begin
operations in 2000 and additional
parks are planned throughout the
valley. River trails will expand and
connect our increasingly abundant
recreation choices. More than
6,000 acres of open space in the
new community of Newhall Ranch

will soon be available to the pub-
lic.

The last century brought conve-
nient services to the valley; the
next will expand those options. A
performing arts center will be built
at College of the Canyons while
the Santa Clarita Valley Repertory
and Canyon Theatre Guild will
kick off the downtown Newhall
revitalization. New stores will join
the merchants at Valencia Town
Center and the property surround-
ing Magic Mountain may see

ooks bright for Santa Clarita

additional retail and restaurants. A
university center concept of higher
education may take root at College
of the Canyons and our commu-
nity will be “connected” via state-
of-the-art technology. Commuting
out of our valley — a common

complaint of the late 1900s — may

be a thing of the past as more
Santa Clarita jobs are established.
Valencia, home to about 35,000
Jobs, 1s expected to add more than
65.000 jobs to the valley's base in
the next 25 years. The 21st century

will bring exciting changes to the
Santa Clarita Valley. However,
some things will stay the same,
The community is blessed with
caring. dedicated residents who
volunteer with local organizations,
support our schools, are vigilant
against crime, raise strong families
and contribute to our wonderful
quality of life. There will be many
changes, but our fundamental
asset — the people of the Santa
Clarita Valley — will stay
constant,




STEVE McCRANK/The Signal |

City Councilwoman Jo Anne Darcy spins the money |
wheel at Valencia National Bank’s booth during a
Chamber of Commerce mixer at the Home and Busi-

ness Expo Friday night.

Business Expo sets
up shop for weekend

By JACK KATZANEK '
Signal Business Editor
bt ML o

The Santa Clarita Valley is
made up of almost 200,000 peo-
ple who find goods and services
at more than 8,000 locations.

One way to get 1o know the
sum total of the area is by
looking at a few of its compo-
nents. Almost 200 of these com-
ponents are on display this
weekend at the Santa Clarita
Valley’s Home and Business

Expo. :

The two-day event is open 9
am., to 6 p.m. today at the
intersection of McBean Park-
way and Del Monte Drive. It
continues Sunday from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.

As many as 20,000 people are
expected to file through the
turnstiles before the event is
over.

This is the 13th year for
Business Expo, which has

See EXPO, page A9

L

Continued from page A1
grown steadily with the area’s busi-
ness community, Two oversized
tents, one featuring business and
commercial displays and the adja-
cent Volunteer Tent, are almost a
walking tour through the SCV’s
business community.

Home and Business Expo got an
informal official opening Friday
night at “A Taste of Expo,” a mixer

for chamber members and guests

that featured samples from 21 area
restaurants. This was about 50
percent more eating options than
last year.

Admission to the event is $1, and
children under 12 are admitted free.
Parking is free and can be accessed
from Del Monte Drive.

There is a full complement of

S e
e’

140 commercial exhibits in the
main tent, offering information on
everything from finance to furnish-
ings. For the many newcomers in
the area, it’s an opportunity to learn
what is available and who is ready
to provide it, but longtime residents
might also be surprised to find out
what’s out there.

The Volunteer Tent, sponsored
by the City of Santa Clarita, fea-
tures about 40 nonprofit agencies
that, when viewed as a whole,
indicate the richness of life avail-
able in the SCV.

Activities are scheduled this
weekend that appeal to all ages and
include music and crafts, gymnas-
tics, dancing and karate.

Today’s activities kick off with
the American Heart Association’s
Heart Walk, a five-kilometer walk
through the city’s paseos, that starts
at 8 am.



All New Santa Clarita Valley G

HOME ...
BUSINESS EXPO

Saturday & Sunday
/19 . October 18th & 19th
N DOORS OPEN 9AM

« Home Improvement
« Healthy Lifestyles
1

e« Environmental Corner

o Volunteer Fair

EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT
Exhibits and Seminars :
| Giveaways
v the Whole Family
Southeast Corner of . N A

Valencia Blvd. and
McBean Parkway

For !\,_r--.-.-: Information Contact the Santa Clasita Valley

Chamber of Commerce at 8 US 259 4737

" 'eneral admlssmn $1.00. Bring 30 empty cans for
ecycling and recelve FREE admmsmn to the Expo.

L )

A ru InterestedI
oing Business With The
City Of Santa Clarita?

The City’s Parks, Recreation and |
Community Services Department serves |

Il nearly 3,000 children annually and is |

constantly looking for vendors of arts,

I crafts and ChlldhOOd educational

| materials. |
Please submit any catalogues or supply
| lists for consideration in our ongoing |
purchasing process to:

City of Santa Clarita
Parks, Recreation & Community Services Dept.
23920 Valencia Blvd. #120
Santa Clarita, CA 91355

‘le\‘—-\‘-

Shop Local and Help Keep |
Local Tax Dolldrs Local f ]
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By MIKE KLINGBEIL

Signal staff writer K 7’\'%

SANTA CLARITA — The needs of
Santa Clarita’s youth will be discussed next
week at an unprecedented summit in which
community leaders and public officials will
tackle unemployment, crime and racism.

“Kids say the number-one' issue is rac- |
ism,” said Cecilia Burda, recreation super-
intendent for the city’s Parks and Recrea-
tion Department,

Issues targeted for debate at the public

fo

CuUs on
e, jobs

N gt

b N

forum Thursday will include racism, unem-
ployment, recreational facilities available
to youths, gang violence and graffiti, or-
ganizers said Friday.

The Youth Summit, scheduled to begin
6:;30 p.m. in the Placerita Junior High

“Kids say the number-one
issue is racism.”
— Cecilia Burda

City official

School multi-purpose room, is the
brainchild of City Manager George
Caravalho.

Caravalho, who could not be reached for
comment Friday, came up with the ideaof a
youth summit after a successful city eco-
nomic conference held several weeks ago,
according to city officials.

The city contacted community leaders,
», educators and business representatives who
. employ youths and asked them to partici-

pate on the steering committee.

The seven-member committee will lead
debates, seminars and mini-workshops in
which citizens will list what they feel are
the most pressing local youth issues.

Options will be presented near the end of
the three-hour summit for curing the social
and economic ills crippling the younger
segment of the Santa Clarita Valley popula-

Summit Steering Committee, said youths
are also starving for recreational facilities.

Economic hardship and boredom are of-
ten the two key motivators for criminal ac-
tivity, particularly gang activity,

The public will have an opportunity Lo
explore the social conditions some teens
and children live under that may put them at
risk for wayward behavior, Burda said.

expected to expand for a follow-up Youth
Summit scheduled May 20.

Burda said solutions will be explored,
setting the stage for possible job-recruiting
campaigns and education programs focus-
ing on job training.

Gary Vien will represent Six Flags
Magic Mountain, the area’s largest employ-
er of young people,

The scope of the youth culture study is |

' economic and ethnic landscape has

tion, Burda said.

Parents said amid a sea of wealth in the
predominantly middle-class Santa Clarita
Valley exist pockets of severe poverty.

“Many youths want a job so they can help
their families,” said Maria Fulkerson, chair
of the Saugus High-based Community Par-
ents Network and a member of the Santa
Clarita Valley Gang Task Force.

Fulkerson, who will serve on the Youth:

When Vien, director of administration at
the theme park, speaks at the Youth Summit
he will discuss ways in which teen-agers
can best prepare themselves for jobs at
Magic Mountain and other businesses.

“I'will tell them what employers look for
in youth when coming to apply, making
them more employable,” Vien said.

Likening the Youth Summit’s objectives
to the Hart high school district’s “Vision
2000” blueprint for the future, Superinten-
dent Walter Swanson said the local socio-

changed drastically during the past few
years.

“There are so many changes taking place
that it can create new problems for youth,”
Swanson said. “Now is the time we can do
some planning,”
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Grading at the future location of the new Canyon Country Library has begun and is i

moving steadily towards its expected completion date. The northwest corner of Soledad f#

Canyon Road and Shangri-La Drive will, by early 2001, become a 17,000-square-foot _
sandstone structure featuring a courtyard, amphitheater and Community Room. b

The next phase in this project will be placement of underground utilities followed by i
street improvements to both Shangri-La and Soledad Canyon Road. City funds will be & |

allocated to the project as these developmental milestones are achieved.

A few years in the making, the new Canyon Country Library promises to be an g |
outstanding cooperative achievement by the City of Santa Clarita and Los Angeles County. @ =

For more information on the Canyon Country Library project, contact the city of Santa §
Clarita’s Management Analyst, Ken Striplin at 661/ 255-4909.
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By Eric Thayevr
Signal Staff Writer

It’s definitely the beginning of a
new chapter for Canyon Country.

City and county officials, along
with about 10C community mem-
bers, gathered Saturday morning
to officially open the Canyon
Country Jo Anne Darcy Library.

The library, dedicated to the
longtime councilwoman and com-
munity leader, was built thanks to
a partnership between the city of
Santa Clarita, the county of Los
Angeles and other private inter-
ests, including the Friends of the
Libraries, of which Darcy was the
founding member and first presi-
dent,

“Thirty-tfive years and [I’'ve
given all 1 could.” Darcy told the |
audience. “Today, when I look at
all of you, and this library, 1 know
it was all worth it.”

The new library is about three
times the size of the previous
facility, and houses about 81,000
books, magazines and other items
tor-checkout.. '

“I think it's a great library, I §
love the kids® section,” Marlee
Roth-Stone said.

Roth-Stone brought her 8-year-
old twins, Aaron and Brandon
Stone, to the opening event.

“We look forward to spending a
lot of time here,” she said.

During the dedication ceremo-
ny, Fifth District Supervisor
Michael D. Antonovich — for
whom Darcy served as a field
deputy — stressed the importance
of reading and having quality
libraries locally.

“What we have here is a first-
class facility for a first-class com-
munity.” he said,

Margaret Donnellan Todd,
librarian for Los Angeles County,
said “libraries are the heart of
democracy” and commended the
city of Santa Clarita, in addition to
county officials and private enter- §
prise, for the effort it took to bring
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One for the Books
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L I bra ry said. “That’s what Ruﬁdy did.”

Eontinued from page A1 future generations, some of whom were not The library got its designation after
the library to Canyon Country. able to see Wicks” work during his time at The l§ Weste recommended it be named in honor
“It’s really fitting that this community has  Signal or know him as an individual, Whyte @ of longtime Councilwoman and community
made libraries a priority,” Todd said. said, activist Darcy, '
_ The library was the site of a special dedica- “Randy’s work is outstanding — he was a Darcy, the only I‘t‘.'n'ldinil'l}_,‘ original coun-
tion ceremony Friday night When the Randy  good friend who had a good heart,” he said. cil member from the city’s mcorpumlmn in
Wicks Wall was unveiled. Attended by a much smaller crowd, Friday 1987, has served as mayor four times and

The wall was dedicated to the late Signal night's event recognized both Wicks and
cartoonist, and features about half a dozen Darcy for their contributions to the communi-
original prints of his work. ty. which will now be immortalized at the new

Signal Managing Editor Tim Whyte spoke  library.
of Wicks at the unveiling event, and reflected The 17.000-square-foot structure was
on how he would have reacted to the Sept. 11 built based on the needs of the community,
terrorist attacks, :

“He would have made us cry, he would ing $5.1 million in general fund revenues in
ha.vc made us reflect on our own emotions, 1999 toward the facility, bogks
then I think when we were ready for it, he
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DARCY LIBRARY TURNS NEW PAGE IN SCV
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would have made us laugh again,” Whyte A lease between the city and the county

was also negotiated for the library, based

Showcasing the work is important for § on City Council approval.

has served as officer, founder and/or chair
of 38 service and philanthropic organiza-
tions throughout the Santa Clarita Valley.

*“This will serve as a legacy for Jo Anne
Darcy,” Weste said.

“] think of her as mom, because she had
such a vision for this valley,” Linda
Lambourne, of U.S. Rep. Howard “Buck™
McKeon's office said. “She guided this city
through its growing pains with great wisdom.”

city officials said, with the council allocat-

office equipment.
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Jo Ac:ne parcy Library
ganta Clarita, California

Dedicated: November 17, 2001

Mayor Laurene Weste
Mayor Pro-Tem  Frank Ferry
Councilmember  Jo Anne Darcy
Counciimember  Bob Kellar

Counclimember Cameron Smyth
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Clty Manager George A, Caravalho
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By Matthew Gilbert

Since it opened on November 1
2001, the Canyon Country Jo An2
Darcy Library has written itself igo
the hearts of Santa Clarita residens.
The 17,000 square foot facility — of
which 5,000 square feet is used by
College of the Canyons for a satellite
center — replaced a 5,050 square foot
facility that had been used for more
than 15 years.

With a collection more than four
times the original size and increased
accessibility to information, this Los
Angeles County library has estab-
tished itself as a tremendous com-
munity resource.

“Our programming and commu-
nity outreach have increased and this
is reflected in our circulation statis-
tics,” said Geri Mathews, the facility's
community library manager.
“Although our service hours
remained the same, our circulation
has increased more than 100 percent.
An average month's total prior to the
move was approximately 16,000, For
March of this year, the numbers were
32,600. The walk-in count in March
2001 was 13,333 and, in March 2002,
the total was 22,400."

The new location offers 70,389
books, 109 newspaper and magazine
subscriptions, 6,623 audio recordings
and 4,246 video recordings — includ-
ing the DVDs, Telephone books from
around California and a local history
collection is also available. The library
also offers a children’s area with a
homework center, a periodical read-
ing area and a young adult section, It
has a two-person reference desk, a
four-station circulation desk, a copy
center, a "Friends of the Library”
store, and a 157-person capacity meet-
ing room.

Whereas the previous library
offered one Internet/word processing
station, the new location has 11. The
lacility's reference information capac-
ity has doubled, plus there is an addi-
tional professional librarian and more
part-time employees.

“The staff is very nice, the patrons
are very nice, this is a nice communi-
ty and we are very happy with this
new building, " said library employee
Carmen Nieves, who commutes from
Littlerock.

The facility was named for former
Santa Clarita City Councilwoman and
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four-time Mayor Jo Anne Darcy.
Darcy, who retired from office this
past April after 14 years of service,
was involved with more than 40 local
1 community groups and service organ-
\izations, Santa Clarita residents, to
whom Darcy has dedicated a signifi-
cant portion of her life, are thankful for
the new library that bears her name.

“It's nice and it's new and it's pret-

ty convenient for us,” said Saugus
resident Mark Johnson, who visits the
« @ library with his children — five-year-
old Molly and eight-year-old Sam —
several times a month, Johnson, who
commutes to Pasadena, has taken an
interest in the audio book collection
while his kids favor the location's
\ numerous children's books.
B The library is located in a retail
complex at 18601 Soledad Canyon
Road in Canyon Country. Built for
$5.1 million, which the City of Santa
Clarita allocated from general-fund
« @ revenues in 1999, the library was the
result of a partnership between the
City, TCP Management and the
County of Los Angeles.

For more information, one may call
the library at 661-251-2720, or visit
the County of Los Angeles Library
Web site at www.colapublib.org.
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DICK MEIER/For The Signal

A big
draw for )
the valley

Cowboy fest this week )

By Carol Rock _
Staff Writer D“ 5 = ;2- 3 0>

CANYON COUNTRY — On next Sunday’s ) ;
menu for the Santa Clarita Cowboy Poetry and Music
festival is “art with a view” at a new event, the Artists
Quick Draw, set for 10 a.m. at Robinson Ranch.

The Quick Drawwill test the speed and skill of nine
artists who will create Western masterpieces while )
guests enjoy a Southwestern brunch. At the end of an
hour, the artists will put down their pens and brushes
 for an auction of their works.

Event coordinator Andree Walper was inspired by
a similar event in Los Olivos, an artisan community

near Santa Maria.
“Western art is a portion of the Cowboy Festival
that we had not explored until this year,” Walper

said. “We wanted to try and expand the Festival out
into the community, so we selected Robinson Ranch
in Canyon Country for its decidedly Western style
and spectacular view. I'm excited about the lineup )‘
of outstanding artists.

“It’s also a way to get some fabulous art, maybe
even below gallery prices” she said,

When organizers were looking for someone to draw
theessenceof Santa Clarita’s Western heritage for the
first festival in 1994, they found Don Vernon, a
Canyon Country artist who was familiar with the '
Draw.

Vernon takes his inspiration from his youthful

territory and quick with a paintbrush.
days in Oklahoma. Although he has been an artist for ‘

a

I could come up with a poster,” he said. Vernon will
return to the 10th anniversary festival for the Quick

> N

“They had seen my work locally and asked me if
more than 30 years, it took a move to California in
1976 to get him “in the saddle” of Western art. Now
he’s known for his Western renderings and has been

featured at the Cattlemen’s Association show in Paso
' Robles for the last 13 years, as well as making time

.

batch of rapid-fire artists.
“This is a fun thing to do,” he said. “I’ve been
working with some designs of Vasquez Rocks.”
4 BuckTaylor,a Western artist of both the visual and
Iperforming kind, is looking forward to returning to
)4

to show his work at home. ;
l He said he was honored to be included in the first )

i

the streets of festival central at Melody Ranch, where h
he filmed “Gunsmoke” for seven years. His feature

film work includes “Tombstone,” “Wild Wild West” _
and the recent “Gods and Generals.” )

He will join other Western entertainers when his ‘
bronze saddle is unveiled Friday afternoon on
downtown Newhall’s Walk of Western Stars and is

See QUICK / Page 4
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¢ QUICK / From Page 1
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planning on spending the week-
' end at his old stomping ground,
|

where he will sell his artwork at
the festival before and after the
Quick Draw event.

Taylor, who is coming in from
Ft. Worth, Texas, works prima-
rily in watercolors to eapture the
romance and reality of the
American West. Healsoreceived
the Western Heritage Award
from the National Cowboy and
Western Heritage Museum for
his contributions to preserving
the country’s Western heritage. |

Artist Reine River, who lives
in Acton, has been billed “Cali-
fornia’s Premier Contemporary
Cowgirl Artist” and exhibits her
creations all over the U.S. and
overseas. She also dabbles in
cowboy poetry to augment her
prints and photographs. River
and fellow quick-draw artist Joe
Ortiz are members of the Santa
Clarita Artists Association.

Other featured artists include

Susan Kliewer from Sedona,
Ariz., an award-winning sculp-
tor who is painting for this event;
Margo Peterson and Karen
Foster-Wells, both members of
‘Women Artists of the West;
festival vendor Anne
Huthason-Sherman; and Jim
MecCarthy.

In addition to the artists and
brunch, entertainment will be
provided by Curly Musgrave, the
Western Music  Association
2002 Male Performer of the
Year. Tickets for the event are
$20 each and are available by
calling (661) 286-4021.
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\rtist Jim McCarthy works on a black and white rendering
f a fast-shooting cowboy at the Artists’ Quick Draw. -,
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ival to feature art

ARCH 23, 2003 / DAILY NEWS

Cowboy Fest

5 ~ SANTA CLARITA VA

i 4
! Western artist Don Vernon, above

displaying one of his paintings,
“Where the Wagons Passed,” will
participate in the Cowboy Poetry and
Music Festival, which begins
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- City of Santa Clarita
Melody Ranch Motion Picture Studio

Don’t Miss Your Chance
to be part of the Official Program for this special event!

SPACE & COPY DEADLINE PUBLICATION DATE
FRIDAY, MARCH 7TH
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Entertainer Don Edwards serenaded those in attendance a_t
the Walk of Western Stars gala dinner with patriotic songs.

Cowboy Couture
Western Fashions

~ The City of Santa Clarita is o
adding a touch of high-end fashion §

' a western mthu slmw

Lu he h;ld on \\ulnuda\, March |

S.Jn Ft'lmmdo Rohid
n Newhall. Cov
Couture kicks off this year
Festival - the /’s 10th annu.ll

Hosting the fashion show this year |

is Don Fleming. Performing at the
Cowboy Couture event will be
Bleda (mil Western MLNL

The annual Walk of Western
Stars event, sponsored by the City
of Santa Clarita and the Santa
Clarita Valley Chamber of
Commerce will highlight the 10th
annual Cowboy Poetry and Music
Festival at the Hyatt Hotel on

at 7 p.m. This
s include renowned
actor Bruce Dern, actor and artist
Buck Taylor, grammy-award win-
ners Riders in the Sky and a
posthumous award for Hopalong
Ce William Boyd). A prelude
to the dinner at the Hyatt, the side-
walk event on Friday, March 28
3 p m. at Market and San Fernandc
., will feature each of the stars
wife will be accepting on
half) in downtown Newhall.
Everyone is invited to the free
unveiling of the terrazo tile and
bronze saddles in the streets of
downtown Newhall at 3 p.m. with
refreshments at El Trocadero fol-
lowing the unveiling. Tickets for

the dinner on Friday evening are :
Py b 1% '__. '-I

at Robinson Ranch

The City of Santa Clarita is
pleased to pr
Artists” Quick Draw, co
by B&R Gallery as part of the I
annual Cowboy Poetry and Music
Festival. The Artists’ Quick Draw
will be held on Sunday March 30
at 10 a.m. at Robinson Ranch,
34 Sand Canyon Road in

western artists w hv W II create a
work of art whil /
nch and obse ;

<. The art will be auctioned off
at the brunch, after be ofes-
sionally framed. Featu
include Don Vernon, th
Poetry and Music Fest
poster artist; Buck Taylor
brated artist ‘md actor dppuued on

“Gunsmoke™ “Tombstone™; local

artists Reine River, Joe Ortiz and
Jim McCarthy, and from Sedona,
i san Kliewer. Also appear-

B i
1ing will be Anne Hutchason-

rerman, Kelly Donovan,
Foster-Wells and Margo Peter
Curly Musgrav
Music

| Performer of tlu Year” for 2

will provide entertainment
Ti $20 per person. Inf
of Santa Clarita at 286-




& First ‘Artists’ Quick Draw’
finds attentive audience.

By Margie Anne Clark

Stgneil Sraff Writer

f he Citv of Santa Clarita’s first ever “Artists’

l Quick Draw.” event, held in conjunction with

the 10th annual Cowboy Poetry and Music

Festival drew rave reviews and more than 100

suests who attended the morning brunch at
Robinsens Ranch on March 30

Co-sponsored by B&R lesy Artists” Quick

w feature renowned western artists who crested

2 it as poests were invited to watch the

. Guests also ¢njoyed brunch while

the artists put the finishing touches on their wark.

Atlists were given about an hour to finish theiy

picces as spectators walched, The artwork was later
auctioned off after being professivnully framed, All
of the anction items were sold, with final hids rang-
ing from $175 - 8550,

Local westetn artist Joe Ortiz, whose paintings
were on display during the weekend event ar
Melody Ranch Motion Picture Swdio, said he was
honored 1o an arvist at the Quick Draw event,

"1 was in the company of many artists whom T
admire and it was exciting to be included in such an
exclusive event,” Ortiz said, adding thar having a
time limit added to the excitement of the morning.

“Although the time limit does put the artist under a
greater amount of pressure, it is pure in its effect of not
aflowing analytical thought,” Ortiz said, “The result is
pire passionate expression of vision and feelings.”

A versatile antist, Ortiz is best know for bringing
landscapes and cowhoys 10 life, He works ia variety
of mediums from oils to watercolors, He received
training from such art masters as Glen Vilppu, Neil
Boyle and Timothy J. Clark. He has attended
Brandis Art Institute where he earned an Associates
in Art; California lostitute of the ‘Ars and
California State Universiry, Northridge art pro-
grams. as well as various art workshops. Most of his
training has been in life drawing.

In addition to his work as a professional artist,
Ortiz works professionally in story boar g and
animation as a sculptor, illusteator. figure finisher
for theme park animation and effects,

Ortiz, who works in acrylics and watercol-
ors, created a piece called "By the River” He said

is watercolor was inspired by the natural beauiy of
the Santa Clara River.

“The main feature of the painting was a larpe yucca
plant, which grows native o the area.” Ortiz said, *1
wits inspired by the manner in which the yucca stood
like a solitary figure, claiming its own land area,

Phatos DICK MEIERF o The Engral
(Left) Artist Don Vernon attracts the interest
of “Artists’ Quick Draw" attendees. (Below)
Jim McCarthy intently works on his artwork
which was later auctioned at the event.

Praotas DICK MEIEREu: The Signal
(Above) Artist Joe Oitiz creates for the
crowd at the first “Artists’ Quick Draw”
event held at Robinson Ranch in Canyen
Country. (Right) Artist Susan Kliewer
sketches model Carl Walper.

e ever-encroaching growth of progress.”
- said he enjoyed the interaction of the artists
and the spectators,
om personal experience of how excit-
ing it is to watch art being created.” Ortiz said. *It is
nat a question of painting a pretty picture but rather
to ask vourself weather you understand the lan-
guage the artist is speaking.” he said adding that art
15 commr hion.

“Every artist has something to say. To watch art
being created it like watching poetry and in & sense
an abstract creation of life,” Ortiz said.

Other featured artists included Don Vernon, the
Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival's first poster
artist. During the event, guests enjoyed watching
Vernon create a western landscape of chiseled
mountaing in rich. tones of sunset gold.

Vernon is best known for his visval art paintings of
western, wildlife, Indian, landscapes, caricatures and
cartoon artwork, Vernon's work has been collected
by celebrities and created for Mattel. Universal
Studios and LA Dodgers. His wark includes draw-
ings and skeiches, oil and acrylic paintings on can-
vas, graphics and illustrations. Some of his work is
featured in galleries and some of them in privare col-
lections, including Burt Reynoids, Ti ppi Hedron,
Susan and Kent McCray, the late Doug McClure and
the Spencer Robiey collection,

Iti addition to Ortiz and Vernon, local artists Reine
River and Jim McCarthy, displayed their creative
falents: When he i busy with his duties with
the Parks and Recreation, McCarthy is an avid
sketeh arist, MeCarthy's black and white rendering

OF u f: ooting cowboy was a big hit among the
cCarthy’s wife, city councilwoman,
Weste, said she was excited about the event,

“This was a great opportunity to watch pure tal-
ent create their art in o fabulous setting and this was
Just a really special cufrural event to have here in
Sante Clarita,” Weste said. “How often do you have
ach h art being created and then be able

s it — that was the best part” she said,
This was 4 wonderful concept and some-
I grow in the vears to come.”
she hopes the event will encourage u
movement to bring more art to the down-town arts

district of Newhall,

“It would be exciting to see # consigns
in Old Town Newhall where the artists ¢
play their work,” Weste said. “This woul
special ambiance for the city of Santa Clu

River is an accomplished artist who he
ous exhibits in the United States and over
work is presently being collected by priva
tars and major corporations throughout the
internationally. Her furmal education is in
with an MFA, from Otis At Instiote
Angeles, California. She has lectured, ta
exhibited in Universities in California, and
sented in Los Angeles, California.

River's bright red painting went for the
bid of $550.

“For many years | traveled all over the so
I started to photograph rodec cowhoys and
both behind the scene and in action.” Rives
soon found myself cantering towards
venue, the American ranch family. and th
of the ppen spaces in which they lived, wh
leads me to my own back forty, Californi
awn contemporary, American cowgirl —a
af 4 very independent, free spirited, and

See ART, |
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horsewoman,”

Artist Susin Kliewer has been
a painter since the age of 10, She
tumned to sculpting in 1987 after
working in an art casting foundry
for 10 years. Kliewer was the
winner of a4 competition o create
a monument of Sedona Schnebly.
The ten-foot tall bronze figure
was installed in fromt of the
Sedona Library in 1994, Her life-
size fountain portraving the
Sinagpa people and a fountain of
& Hopi Water Maiden are also 1o
be found in Sedona,

“My work aims to show the
common thread that underlies all
human experience.” Kliewer
said, 1 hope it brings us to a
greater understanding between
all peoples.”

Kliewer ofien uses her Navajo
friends and grandchildren as mod-
els to capiure that special intimacy
which is the hallmark of her work.
Her depiction of the ways of
Native Americans in everyday
life, from the past as well as the
present, has attracted major col-
lectors from all over the world.

Also appearing was  Anne
Hutchason-Sherman, Keily
Dionovan, Karen Foster-Wells
and Marge Peterson.

Foster-Wells, began painting
outdoors on the California coast
50 years age. As a professional
artist, her career has spanned 38
vedrs, balancing illustration to
support her family with plein
air puinting to restore her soul,
and the last 15 years, to help
preserve  the landscape she
holds so dear. Born in
Pasadena, California, she was
the youngest artist ever to bhe
jurled into the Laguna Art
Festival in 1966, and had her
first major solo exhibit at the
Museuwm of Natural History in
Santa Barbara in 1979, Since
then, she has participated in
hundreds of group shows for
conservation, and illustrated for
such diverse clisnts as General
Motors, and the Santa Barbara
Botanic Garden. Her work has

has appeared in  Sunset
Magazine  Ameérican Artist
Magazine and in television
videos for the Nipomo Dunes
Mobile Coastal Preserve and
California Heartland. Her paint-
ings reflect her love for horses,
ranching and California’s cen-
tral coast landscape.

Peterson paints primarily in
the = Western  genre.  Her
“Feminine West” series blends
the delightful myth with the
harsh reality of the Frontier. Her
work s exhibited in gulleries
throughaut the West and Canad
She autended a private hig
school in Burbank, across from
the Disney Studios.

After receiving her degree in
Fine Art in 1961, Peterson trav-
eled with her husband and con-
tinued her art studies. She stud-
ied under the late Edward Runci
for several years, also attended
seminars  with the Cowboy
Artists of America in West
Yellowstone, Montana,

“Arists’ Quick Draw” event
coordinator.” Andree Walper,
econamic development assistant
for the city of Sant Clarita, said
the event provided a nice oppot-
tunity to for guests to acquire
unique western art, while watch-
ing the work in progress,

as eal opportumity

for guests to purchase 4 western

piece of art work, created by cel-

«f artists. at below gallery

aid Walper, adding that

the work of some of the featured
artists sell for up to $10,000,

“l was very excited by the
quality of the work of the artists
and it was fun to watch their
work in progress,” Walper said.
“We're definitely going Lo do this
again next year”

Dave Joseph, co-owner of
B&R Ar said he was pleased 1o
be a co-sponsor for the event,

“It was just a wonderful time
and it was great to see the artists
in action,” Joseph said. “It was a
fun event with a great ambiance
and evervone had o great time.”

HCK MEIER{For The Signal

Artist Jim McCarthy works on a black and white rendering
of a fast-shooting cowboy at the Artists’ Guick Draw.

Phil Lantis. cultural affairs
upervisor for the city of Santa
larita sald he hopes to see the
vent expand.

“We were really happy with
he quality of work and we really
ppreciate the artisis taking a
hance and doing a4 good job.”

ntis said. “The event turned the
isugl arts into @ performing ar.”
Froviding the entertainment for

e brunch was Curly Musgrave,
e Western Music Association’s
hale Performer of the Year™ for
002, Auctioneer for the day was

ill Jobnson of  William
bhnson’s  Auctioneers,  Sixty
srcent of the proceeds from the

auctioned items went to the
artists, with 40 percent of [he
proceeds going 1o the city-'of
Santa Clarita to cover costs for
the event. ’

Wilth the success of this year’
first ever "Artists Quick Draw,”
Ohtiz said he is looking forward to
participating in next year’s event,

“1t 15 wondarful that the festi-
val now offers this special event
to celebrate the western ant thic
is truly a part of the area's his-
tory,” Ortiz said. “1 can hardly
wait to do the Quick Draw
event next year and [ know that
this is just the seedling to a
great oak tree event,”
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Rick Crowder performs as
Sourdough Slim during a
songwriting workshop for

Meadows Elementary
students in Valenc
Tom Mendoza/Staff Photographer




Katharine, 4,
and her
mother,
Marlee Lauffer,
model some
will be
modeling at
the Cowboy
Couture
fashion show
on March 26.

Hans Gutknecht
Staff Photographer
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Second-annual event to spotlight latest fashion designs

By Carol Rock

\’ Staff Writer

VALENCIA — What to wear,
what to wear. That's the question
on the minds of some planning to
attend the Santa Clarita Cowboy
Poetry and Music Festival.

There's not much demand for

| cowboy gear the rost of the Year,

e

™

W

and Western wear stores lean
toward function over frills.

To settle those nagging fashion
questions, thecity will present the
second annual Cowboy Couture,
a fashion show featuring denim
and diamonds as well as chaps,
vests and high-end outfits fancy
enough to stop horses in their

ks, The show kicks off the Asrosmi Valk This Way

Mmdl at 7 p.m, March 26 at the  well as includ r..gso.m:?._radi{i-m-: I

Canyon Theatre Guild in down- Western artists.
town Newhall. More than 40 models will s
Well-known Western fashion
designers such as Amy Hoban,
Marikka Nakk, Anna Konya,
Pamela Brandt, Sherry Hoit and
Kristin' Collins of Wahmaker/ Jo
Scully will be featured. Some
le.‘alt'me s will be bringing l-mr

Mrs, California

Cheri Flemiug Maree Lau
ne Rodriguez;
stuntman Rick New; Coun

Mayor Cameron Smyth.
Designer Amy Hoban said that

making Western wear

back to her childh

“1 g

ing from

their stuff on the stage, includmg

and her daughter, Katharine;
Shelly Hahn;

woman Marsha McLean; and

lvis to

Style show |

eading

Oﬂ' e:@wb@y festival

i | In\x‘{l ’l]:’

: n named my

kids Cody and " assidy. This type

of L][‘ﬂ']ll[’ is the kind of stuff |
always wanted Lo dress up in.”

Hoban’s designs capture the
vintage look of the 1950s, with
liberal use of fringe and embroi-
dery, along with vibrant cow
and cowgirl prints, Outfit
toward the expensive side, wilh
skirts ting at $350 and going
up to $700.

Andree Walper
the city's Econd
ment « iy
coordinating the fashion sho

“Thisisanaspect of the cowboy
way ol hie that bad nol been
highlighted in the past, and it
helps some of our vendors at the
festival,” Walper said. “The
cowboy lifestyle is ay much what
you wear as much as what you
da.”

Fashions modeled at Cowboy
Couture are not on sale at the
event, but may be available at the
designer’s spot at Melody Ranch.

“It's fun,” she said. “And it
gives people ideas about what to
wear. Cowboy clothes are not
necessarily what you think they

are. There is a wide range of

clothing that you can match with
acowboy hat and boots to wear to
the festival. 1t's not all jeans and
ashirt. There's a lot more to it —
there's wctual fashion to cowboy
clothes.”
Alanna Rose
some prind and runwsa
'ut‘u ,mnjr bm n‘ ]

et inuniue r1 Is

“This is an
aspect of the
cowboy way of
life that had not
been
highlighted 1
the past, and it

oo Walper
Coordinalor
of 1he fashion show

= IKE

whien she was giving the coordi-
nator a tour of the facility.

“When she came in (o look al
the stage, | got so excited 1 asked
if I could jump on,” Blair said. "1t
was really neat. We were all
modeling at least three different
designers; it was neat to have the
contrast of different designersand
ideas.”

When asked il modeling cow-
boy clothing was like other fash-
1015 she's worn, Blair laughed.

“The other ts much more
uncomfortable,” she said, “This
stuff is made for wearing.”

Tickets for the Cowboy Cou-

it are $35 and include
and o special
commemorali Fortickets

M he v af 10w 4nnl




ALEX COLLINS/The Signal

Karen Quest of San Francisco shows off her rope tricks at the
10th annual Cowboy Poetry & Music Festival Saturday at

Melody Ranch in Newhall. The event contin

ues through today.

Stars

Continued from page A1

“The € Gatshy," and more than
50 television appearances in his 40-
wear career as o method actor. He
sard the highlight of his career was
the opporiinity e hid (o work with
Jobln Wayne: He stwred  with
Wiaiyne in the film “The Cowboy”
and has the distiriction of being one
of the few actors m film histery
ever o kill™ th wliry western
star o the silver screen

W all came out here to become
actors, but no matter how good we

o how. great some people in
this industry will become, we will
never be | 5 ... they are the leg-
ends, they are bigger than life and

look up to them, To this diy the
greatest memory | have was the
opportunity to shake Johin Wayne's
hand,” Dern siid

Pern, whose work brought him
to Newhall to il the 1962 senes
“Stoney  Burke™  expressed  his
thanks for being honored with the
award,

“I"ve never hucl anything like this
before o I'm gready appreciative,”
Dern said. “When Buck and 1 stant-
ed out here doing “Stoney Burke”
in 1962, there really was no Santy
Clarita, nor was there a dream of
Santa Clarita, and it was all we
could do w find Newhall," Dern
joked, “But you've a gol a wonder-
ful wwn and the 1 that you
would do something like this really
15 fabulous,”

Presenting the award to Taylor
was past Walk of Suns honoree,
Sam Elliott, who attended the cere-
mony with his wile Katherine
Raoss, stur of his 1991 television
movie, "Conaghe Hient made
his debut on the sibver screen in the
1969 film “Butch Cassidy and the
Sundunce Kid"

“It's an honor f me W be here

Walk of Stars class
honored by friends

By Margie Anne Clark
Signal Staff Writer

Renowned actor Broce Dern,
along with actorfartist Buck "Taylor
angd the Grummy awond-winning
aroup Riders in ¥ wene hon
ared at the ity of Sunty Clari's
16th annual Wolk of Western Stirs
Giala Dinner and Awards ceremony
held at the Hyatt Valencia Friday. A
posthumous award was presenied
e William Boyd of Hopalong
Cassidy fame. The event was held

ax o starstudded kickoff 1o the 10th
annual Cowboy Poetry and Music

Festival which continugs today at
Melody  Ranch Motion  Picture
Stuclio in Newhall
Patriotism and pride i the
Ametican way of life — exaimpli-
fiedd in the life of o cowboy — high
lighted the evening as the honorees
accepted theirawards.
Dierty has appeaved in more than
80 fitms, mcluding “Last Man
:mding.” “Hang ‘em High™ and
See STARS, page A2

ALEX COLLING The Sigrai

Karen Quest of San Francisco shows off her rope tricks at the
10th annual Cowboy Poetry & Music Festival Saturday at
Melody Ranch in Newhall. The event continues threugh today,

anartst and he's e cowboy!”

Lo present the awsrd 1o Buck whom
I've known for 25 yewrs amd

worked with in more than a hall

dozen fitms,” Elliott said. “I've
wattched him grow as an actor and

I aecepting his awiid, Tayli
who starred as gunsmitly Newty
(FBrien in “Gunsmoke” frof
1967-75, said he was honored o Ty

See HONORED, page At

@ 10th annua

owboy Poetry & Music

Festival full of different entertainment.

By Christine Bitter
Signel Stafl Writer 2003

Crowds browsed and gussied-
up perton caroused on the
e Melody Runch

Saturday for the 10t ammual
Cowbay Poetry & Music Festival,

as the backdrop for the shootow
seene in the Gary Cooper classic
“High Noon.”

The street’s wwn buildings are
comverted ine shops and show
spices where musicians, sin
poscts and storyiellers enteptain

itors.

Spotted along the dusty strest
and s hoarded walks wire pes
s displaying their ant — o
fca, amd ironsmiths

1 their tracke,
roping itself is o rocden
art” snid  Jim  Townsley | of
Chatsworth from bis 4-Foot siilts.
used to have contests in

; h their ant and inmging

tion, participants in the festival
conjure up the historic mi

sciie, of the Ol West and

i Fromtier heralded by

v i television from the

See FESTIVAL, page A4

Festival

Continued from page A1

late 1800s through the 1970s,
Scattered  among  the  dirty
drifters, lawmen adorned with
copper stars, and nchy-fingered
gunslingers may be a western reg-

Edmiston, in disguise as Judge
Roy Bean, a legend of the Old
known for holding court
sessions in his Texas saloon, has
an extensive list of credits, from
“Gunsmoke” 1o “Stagecoach™ to
“Huve Gun, Will Travel”
“I've played riflemen, bad men,
slingers,  sheniffs by

Frlimicras <t !

Amid groups of brightly
dressed canting showgirls and
low-brimmed cattle rustlers in
long coats, was a 1930s-style cow-
bay all in black, with a character-
istic bluck hat.

“Hopalong Cassidy was o real
American,” said Joe Sullivan of
Cicero, Ind. “He wanted everyone
around to grow up happy and suc-
cessful.”

The main street was surrounded
by tents where visitors could
adorn themselves like the rest and
be a part of the movie magic of the
ranch,

“At first we didn't know what to
expect,” said Ruby Degner of
Arrovo Grande, “All the musi-

i b 858
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KEVIN KARZIN/Tha Signal |

Groundbreaking ceremonies for the Hyatt-Valencia Hotel attracted (left to right): Tom
Dierckman, senior vice president for The Newhall Land and Farming Co.; Cheryl Phelps
Hyatt’s vice president of marketing; Santa Clarita Mayor Clyde Smyth; Gary Cusumano,

Newhall president, and Councilwoman Jo Anne Darcy.

'Hotel takes ste

g 21-91

By JACK KATZANEK
Signal Business Editor

SANTA CLARITA — A long-
time dream took a step toward
fruition Thursday when ground was
broken for the Hyatt Valencia Hotel
and Santa Clarita Conference
Center.

The six-story hotel, which is
expected to open its doors in abouta
year, will be the Santa Clarita
Valley's first full-service accom-
modations facility, and another
piece in The Newhall Land and
Farming Co.’s ambitious Town
Center plan,

“We expect this to be a full-
service, first-class conference fa-
cility,” said Gary Cusumano, Ne-
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whall Land's president. “It’s de-
signed to hold numerous events that
many of us have had to go over the
hill for.”

Cusumano called the project, at
the intersection of Magic Mountain
and McBean parkways, an example
of cooperation between public and
private sectors. The city of Santa
Clarita received federal funding to
construct storm drains along
McBean Parkway, and this addition
makes the hotel and convention
center possible, officials said.

Santa Clarita Mayor Clyde
Smyth said this has been something
the city has sought since 1984,
when residents said they wanted a
conference center and a quality
hotel. The facility is expected Lo

B — |

p toward reality

generate $30 million in sales tax
revenues during the next 25 years.

“The city is here for one reason
only, and that’s to provide ser-
vices,” Smyth said. “This will gen-
erate the revenue that will allow us
to do that.”

The hotel is expected 1.0 be
completed in early 1998, although
probably not in time for the Nissan
Open, which is scheduled for next
February at the adjacent Valencia
Country Club.

Hyatt, which entered into an
ggreement with Newhall Land ear-
lier this year after plans to-have
Hilton operate the facnluy fell
through, operates 104 hotels in the
United States and 23 in California.




oy

: \\“'k:\k'- "

5
A2

. o 3

I‘-,\I

af &
O
ne \"\‘,\\ W "
» A W gy
an® o8 enst

e st
e

e

i aligyy
Expy I8 the

1 Safpqy
lony, ur.wru.'irms'
Safery,

Y
Stagne, for ¢
’ J’\’rc; € Try

Y Are ﬁ.].‘-‘]r'(f
l.d'.\m[c‘

ek
2 Piib. ]

Olag,
HUerja,

Po by
i { Mo,
»Lg.'u'.':.\: Iy unj Ly ing




Santa Clarita well prepared for Y2ZK

B City doesn't anticipate major computer problems;
residents urged not to overtax municipal services.

JasoN Sonc
Dot Times

The upcoming millennium's
largest potential danger is not a
computer problem but a people
problem, said representatives of
key city services, including hos-
pital, police, City Hall, water;
electric and phone services,

The possible Y2K problem
— a computer's inability to dif-
ferentiate between the year

2000 and 1900 that could cause
crashes — had been solved
through extensive trials, the
representatives said

"We've tested and retested
and retested again,” said Ron
Tropeich, a manager for Pacific
Bell, "At this point, YZK is not a
technological issue, it's a man-
agement issue,”

And even if thereds an unan-
ticipated computer glitch, Santa
Clarita will have a chance to

| time it gets here "

study it before it reaches South-
em California. The new vear
will begin first in Auckland,
New Zealand, and work its way
east. When the new year hits
Santa Clarita, officials will have
had more than 12 hours to see
potential glitches.

“If there is a problem, we

| should be able to anticipate it

and hopefully correct it by the
said Donna
Nuzzi, the emergency coordi-
nator for the city.

~ SEE V2K PAGE A5

Y2K
CONTINUED FROM A1

! But officials cannot antici-
pate people problems. For
example, phone company rep-
resentative are worried curious
people could inadvertently tie
up the phone system.

~!If. everyone picks up the
phone after they've finished
screaming to see if there's dial
tone, ! they won't hear any-
thing,” Tropeich said.

Although phone users hear a
dial tone "99.9%" of the time,
customers are not actually guar-
anteed to hear a dial tone every
time they pick up the phone
because “the system isn't
designed to accommodate
everyone at once,” Tropcich
said.

“If you don't hear a dial tone,
don't panic, there are probably
too many people on the system
at :once,” he added. "You
should just try again a few min-
utes later.”

+Bul some systems will fail

i

g

4 PLACES TO CALL

ﬂéﬂ%ﬂfﬁuﬂsmmﬂﬂdﬂﬂ&mleﬁmp«;ﬁeﬂwﬂmwzm
parties are bound to strike, and larg-.
power outages are not out of the question, Residents

say the flu bug and loud
ngnunﬁersm report probl

:Fxﬁ:nd G?W&f?—ﬂlmnll
fines d
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New Year's Day because it is
simply unavoidable, said Don
Piwnica, a technical advisor for
Southern California Edison.
Although the power company
has been testing its systems
since 1995, there are still
inevitable power failures due to
fallen power poles, wire fail-
ures, or transformer problems
every day, Piwnica said.

Although the chances of this
happening are very low, the
anticipated high winds and
usual firecrackers, the potential
for mishap is higher on New
Year's Eve, Piwinca said.

“The biggest concem is an
overreaction to things that are
not Y2K related,” Piwnica said.
"If the power goes out, just treat
it like any normal power out-
age.”

The local hospital and sher-
iff's station will bulk up their
staffs in preparation for any
potential problems and to deal
with the usual mishaps associ-
ated with overzealous partyers.

The Santa Clarita Valley
Sheriff's Station will have 22
extra deputies on patrol, said |

Capt. Don Rodriguez, Further-
more, if any major problems
should occur, the station can
request extra manpower from
its counterparts throughout the
Los Angeles area.

Still, Rodriguez anticipated

the largest problems would be

loud parties, not crime.

“We'll probably spend a lot
of time trying to keep noise
down to a gquiet roar”
Rodriguez said. “If anything,
we anticipate stations asking us
for deputies, not the other way
around.”

And, while Henry Mayo
Newhall Memorial Hospital
was concemed enough about
YZK to stockpile medical sup-
plies and suspend vacation time
for key staff members until after
the holiday season, spokes-
woman Janice Newbold said
she was more concerned with
drnunk drivers and the flu epi-
demic than computer crashes.

“We are 100% ready,” she
said, “The first day of the mil-
lennium should be like any oth-
er day."

s Station; 255+ 1121 torepoﬂnm-enﬁrgerw,
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‘Dozen Years... Dozens
of Accomplishments!

4
|

In just 12 years of
Cityhood, the dream of |local
government, economic
prosperity and a high quality
of life has been
realized. Founded
by a small group of
residents with a
desire for control .
of their destiny, the
City of Santa Clarita
has achieved the goals
of its founders.

Santa Clarita’s City

Council and City staff
represent you! Your desires
for a safe community with a
high priority on youth and

open space are a reality!

Beautifully landscaped medians,
well-appointed parks, proactive
law enforcement and a bias for

action contribute to this award-
winning City's appeal.

On the City's 12th birthday,
we thank YCJ for your support
and participation. The residents
and business community of Santa Clarita truly set our city apart and
help make Santa Clarita one of the premier cities in California. Here are

just o few of your city's major achievements over the last 12 years:

(1) The 5-acre Begonias Lane Park + (2) The 40-acre Central Park (Opening in March, 2000)
(3) New Landscaped Medians City-wide + (4) Site for the Soon-to-be Built New Canyon Country Library
(5) Santa Clarita Transit Bus System = (6) The Skate Park and Sports Complex
{7) The Santa Clarita Metrolink Station = (8) The Jan Heidt Metrolink Station in Newhall (Opening in March, 2000)

For More Information about Your City, Call: (661) 255-4314




A Dozen Years _.Doze

OPEN HOUSE AT CITY HALL:

) Tuesday December 14, 1999™ 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Scout troops, residents, business people ...everyone! Come to City Hall,

- 23420 Valencia Blvd. and enjoy a tour of City departments.
Displays, refreshments and special information will be available.

MAYORAL INAUGURATION & COUNCIL MEETING:

Tuesday Dece_mber 14, 1999 ~0 5:30 p.m.
Join the City Council and City Officials for the swearing in of the new
Mayor for 2000 in Council Chambers at ci_tu Hall. Refreshments will be served.
- The regular City Council meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.

For more information, contaci the Public Information Office at: (661) 255-%314
- wDaily Nows 12199 "







