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THE SAUGUS STATIOH 

On Jiune 9, 1-876, Hellll.ry Mayo Newhall granted. a right- of way across. his 

rancho San Francisco(later Newhall Land and Farm,ing) to the Southern 
Pacific Railroad. Deed in the California State Library 

Newhall Station. was dedicated b,y Southern_ Pacific _Oili. Septeaibier 6.1.876, 

Mr • .John Gi f ·ford bieing the first s t ation 111.«ster. Newhall.. was tbea lo­
cated ·directq a cross.. ( eai.t) San Fernando Rd. froDli. the Saugus Cafe. 

Mary Bruen.er-Notes in t he lllewhall. Liblrary -. 

Thie well..s ran dry on Jamuary 1.5 ,1.878. and the ·town., which COllllsisted of a 

bar~ boarding house,gemeral. store and tbe depo t was a o ved 3 miles s outh 

to 6th and Railroad Aven.ues. by Febiruary 1.6 •. 
A.B. Perkins - Unpublished 11.S. 

Hemry Gregory Newhall, then president of Newhall Land aJlld Farmd:.ng,(eldest 

s on of H.M. Ne,.·ltall) sold the station grounds a.n.d 11Y11 t o S .P. on No vem.lo>er 

30,1.886 . Map in the Calif.ornia State Library 

The depot was to be called Saugulil at tl:1te r equest of H.G. :Newhall., as 
that was the birthplace of his father i~ Massach.uttes. It is a Karragansut 

I m.dian word meaning a long sandy spit of land. 

Ruth Newhall-History of the Newhall Ranch 
Saut;us Station was built of prefabricated redwood shipp~d down froa 

a northern Califorillia forest on the site of old Newhall during the 

sum~er of 1887, ALexander Isaac Fraser, a Caaadian by birth,i~stalled 

as the first Station Master. 
J ean:ie w. G-.ey , Grand daug,hter. 

· On August 20, L887 an . excursion train from fro■ Los Angeles,through 

Saugus, over to the coast, then up to Santa Barbara where a parade arud 

grarud fiesta was held,ra,a to celehrate tbe opellling of the spur line. 
Oni the return trip,that night."a defecti ve culvert n ear the CQllliul os 

Ranch caused the cars ,wi th 150 passemigers, t(? plung_e doWllll «Jill emharukment­

luckily with but f ew casualties." 
Rarris Newm.rk-60 Years In Souther~ California 
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The Spur Line from Saugus to San ta Barbara was officially dedicated 

om September l , 1 887 hy David D. Colton, Presiden t of S . P., alon.g with 

t he governor and mayors of San Francisco , Los Angeles, Ventur a and Santa 

Barbara. 
Ventura Star,9/2/87 

Passenger rates were published on Se ptember 2 , 1.887 at 4¢ fro• 

Saugus t o Su1mer,34t f r oa Saugus to Sa.llllta Barbara and 3¢ f r om Saugus to 

Los AJ11gele& •. 

Lo s A.lilJgeles Ti•ea, 

Th e Official. Kap of Lo. Ang,el.es County ,.draw111. by V .J. 'RowaD., s hows 

Saugua Statioa in. i888. 
Bureau of Emigineering,.City of L.A. 

A1.~xander Fraaer, a nati.--:e of Canada then. l.i'Ying, in Los Angeles. ( ag,e 31.) 

m~rEied Ethe1 s. Forsha.er, a Canadian., then. liv~ at Saugus (age 22), 

at Saugus on. Apri:L ·4, 1891. • Tbie Ministe.r was Richaond Log,an,wi tness e& 

Neil. Fraser of Los Angel.es and L. Arnott of Newhal.l. 

Registrar-Recorder,Los Angeles County. 

Th e Al.exander Fraser was not th~ saae as the Station Agent,Alexander 
Isaac Fraser. While both men had the saiae n.-)le aJlld c.uaie f r oa t he s ame 

region in Canada,.,they, appa.ntl.y, were not related. Al exander was a 

r ailroad worker,supervisi ng a col'll.Struction crew. 

Mrs. J.W. G~ey 
President Benjamin Har rison, whi le on a whis tle stop CaJ'llipaig,n. i ~ 

Ca l i fornia, was met at Saugus by a deligatiom froa Santa Barbara on 

April 25 ,1891. The presi dent had injured his hand whil e pas sing f roa 

one car to a not her near Riverside earlier. 

Los Aliligeles Ti~es,April 25 ,1891 
JaaeaA. Tolefree operated roadhouse t ype · res t aurants a t Mo j ave 

al!ltd Saugus St ~t ions, probab1.y before _1 89l. 
1 891. Token in coll . of Dave Desmon d. 

To add to the Fr aser confusion ,Ethel's s i ster ,Margaret Forshner ,. 
had ~arried St ation Master Alex ander Isaac Fraser (prohab,ly 188,9) and 

they had a daughter, Christine, who was horn at tne station on June 2 . 

1890. A s e cond daughter , Margare t McKay Fraser was horn the.re om. JU!lle 
22 , 1891 Mrs . J . W. Gam.ey 

The old Solemint Post Office was moved to Saugus on August 5, l89i , 

but was called Surrey . 
Postal Records 
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Kate Matheson Fraser,daughter of Alexander and Ethel Fraser, wa s 
born at the station on April 23,1892 . 

Jean W.G«JJ.ey is the daughter of Kate Fraser 

Tol efree' s "Saugus Eating House" was sold t o Martin and Richard Wood. 
in 1898 , who changed t he ·n.ame to "Saugus Cafe." It occupied what was 
later called the Baggage_ Rooa and is prese~tly a musewa. Photographs 
from. the period show a Wells Fargo Express Office , Western Uniom Tele­
graph and a Post Office. 

Helen Wood Colnie 

On Jv.i.uary 1.8,, 1899 Richard R. Wood fil.ed on. a piece of lallld. w,e&-t 

of the railrotM} tracks."co11J1Le!kcing at. _tb.e telegraph. pole. n.ear the 
northeast corner of the present blacksmith shop at Saugus." This 
is t .hre first indication t~t t here . .was anything in Saugus other 

· than the station. Martin wo·od had the Smithy. 
1 Los Ang,eles Colil!nty Ass essor 

Cowboys used to sn.oot. up the station as their way of greeting in­

comminit; traias. 
li-elen Wood Cone 

President Thbodore RooseTelt visited the statioa illl May of i903, 
then went out to the · Acton Hotel as a guest of Governor Heniry T. 
Gage, who owned' several mines in the area. 

•Ani.ta Rub.y Jenkins Kellogg 
Richard Wood built a ·small brick building, on bis property.ao¥in& 

the Saugus Cafe across the tracu,next door to his brothers blacksmd.th. 
shop in. 1.905. 

Ore w. Bercaw became Station Master in December 190&, ~uilding a 

general store south of the Saugus Cafe a year later(i907). Cb.arles 
Kellogg, who owned a fara. at Bouquet Junction, do!llated a piece of 
land in 1907 for a school. Bercaw,Martin Wood and Mr. Osborn.. kicked 
in S100 each for a board and hatt scnoolhouse,hiring Misa Margaret 0 1 

Carmell, fro• Salli Jose.·, a s . the ffirst teacher .. 
The Surrey Post Office moY.ed into Bercaw's Store, then, on September 

4, l-9Jl.5, becaJLe Saugus P . O. 
Arthur w. PerkiJllS 

T)We Saugus Stat ion shipped cattle,vegatahles,ore and ho~ey,dropping, 
off s upplies for merchants. f ara ers an..d m.iners 9 . while providing passenger 

service. Elias JT. 11Lucky" Baldwin.,Williali: Workman., Fral'llci~ P . L .F.Tem,ple and 
J,am.es A.. Reavis( "The Baron of Ari:z.ona") were sollle of the early visitors 
on. their way to the Lazy z Ra!l!ch of Bil1. Jenkins at Castai.c . 

Anita Ruby Jel'llkins Kellog~ 
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. The ups~are? Station Ma?ters Quarters and Freight Room were enlarged 
in 1920 while i ndoor plullllbing_ and restrooms were installed. A boxcar was 

added to provide extra space for the Agent. 
· . When the st. Francis Dall: col l apsed on March l 2 ,. l 928 ,. waitresses. 

at the Saugus Cafe drew water from the boiler of a locomotive at t he 

station to make coffee for rescue workers. 

H.elen Wood Cone 

"Buffalo" Tol!ll Ver.c:.on. derailed Engine No.25 on. .. ovember 10,. 1929,. 
robbing its passengers of $_300."The Owl." had just pulled out of Saugus 

at 7:35 P.M., when the great 5000 series locomotive rolled o ver ow its 

side hehind what is ruow called The Saugus Speedway.Vermon robbed ano ther 

train lillear Cheye.rme,.Wjlollli.n& before being caught in Okl.ahom;a.He spent 35 
years in jail for the deed. 

"Three Barre:Ls Of Stea.a" 
A great E!Wlliher of moYies have heenmade at the Saugus Station. featuring, 

such stars as Willian s. H!art 11To111 Mix. and JolW!. Wayl!li.e.Charlie Chaplin used 

it in "The Pilgraa11 (1.9l.9) ,Fralllk Silllatra> "Suddely"(l.954) •. "Bi& Bus" and"Rich 
Man,Poor Maai11 duriIJJg the l.970a •. L'(ecently it -has heelill. used in Denni.s Weaver'~ 
"Buck Jaaea1' and "The Griftera" · wi.th. Alllgel:icc:a ,:.a:u.tea. 

Jerry Reyl!llol.ds 

By 1979 passeager service had been discomtinued and Mr. G~thrie.the 

last Agen~, was inforlllled that Saugus woul~ be clo_sed. The Historictl 

Society raised over S6o.ooo, mering the station fro~ Saugus to Rart 

Park in Nlewh.J.l. during th_t,. nd.glillt of. Jiune _ 24,1.980 .. 

Cymthl..a Heal~Harris, 


