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1. Introduction

This Addendum is an analysis of proposed changes to the Skyline Ranch Project (Approved Project)
(Approved Tentative Tract Map[TTM] No. 60922, County Project No. 04-075) for which an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) (State Clearinghouse No. 2004101090) prepared by the County of Los Angeles was
certified on December 7, 2010. This document uses the County of Los Angeles’ adopted CEQA checklist as
a format to identify the appropriate level of environmental review (i.e., an addendum, supplemental EIR,
etc.).

The Skyline Ranch EIR analyzed development of 622 acres of the 2,173-acre project site, which included a
total of 1,313 total lots—1,260 residential lots, an approximately 11-acre elementary school site, 10 lots for
patk areas, 13 debris basin lots, 4 water tank/booster pump station lots, and 25 open space lots (1,313 total
lots). This Addendum evaluates the incremental environmental impacts of proposed modifications to the
Approved Project, including a realignment of Skyline Ranch Road, reduction of 40 residential lots (but
inclusion of age-qualified homes and a recreation center), modifications to housing product types, relocation
and expansion of park sites, and extension of multipurpose trails and bike lanes. After consideration of the
incremental environmental impacts of the proposed modifications to the Approved Project, the County of
Los Angeles will be able to clearly determine whether an addendum or supplemental EIR is required to
provide appropriate analysis and legal defensibility.

1.1 PURPOSE OF ADDENDUM
1.1.1 CEQA Requirements

According to Section 21166 of CEQA and Section 15162 of the State CEQA Guidelines, when an EIR has
been certified or a negative declaration adopted for a project, no subsequent EIR or negative declaration shall
be prepared for the project unless the lead agency determines that one or more of the following conditions
are met:

1. Substantial project changes are proposed that will require major revisions of the
previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified
significant effects;

2. Substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the
project is undertaken that require major revisions to the previous EIR or negative
declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; or
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3. New information of substantial importance that was not known and could not have
been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was
certified or the negative declaration was adopted shows any of the following:

a. The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous
EIR or negative declaration.

b. Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than
identified in the previous EIR.

c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact
be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the
project, but the project proponent declines to adopt the mitigation measures or
alternatives.

d. Mitigation measures or alternatives that are considerably different from those
analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant
effects on the environment, but the project proponent declines to adopt the
mitigation measures or alternatives.

Preparation of an Addendum to an EIR is appropriate when none of the conditions specified in Section
15162 (above) are present and some minor technical changes to the previously certified EIR are necessary.

After consideration of the potential environmental impacts of the proposed modifications to the Approved
Project, the County of Los Angeles has determined that 1) none of the conditions requiring preparation of a
subsequent or supplement to an EIR have occurred, and 2) the circumstances described in Section 15164 of
the CEQA Guidelines exist. Therefore, an Addendum to the Skyline Ranch EIR has been deemed
appropriate.

1.1.2 Scope of Analysis in this Addendum

The discretionary approval subject to CEQA for this project is the modification of Approved TTM 60922.
As lead agency under CEQA for this action, the County of Los Angeles is required to evaluate the
environmental impacts associated with this discretionary approval (modified tract map). The “scope” of the
review for project-related impacts for this Addendum is limited to changes between the Approved Project
and the requested modifications to the project (Modified Project). The previously certified environmental
documentation and related approved mitigation for impacts associated with the Approved Project effectively
serve as the “baseline” for the environmental impact analysis. This Addendum also addresses changes in
circumstances or new information that would potentially involve new environmental impacts.
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1.2 CONTENT AND ORGANIZATION OF THIS ADDENDUM

This Addendum uses the County of Los Angeles’ adopted CEQA checklist, included as Section 2.0,
Environmental Checklist; the analysis for each environmental topic is provided in Section 5.0, Environmental
Apnalysis. Each environmental topic has the following subheadings:

m  Summary of Impacts Identified in the Certified EIR (County Project No. 04-075)
m  Impacts Associated with the Modified Project
m  Adopted Mitigation Measures Applicable to the Modified Project

m  Level of Significance After Mitigation

Formerly adopted mitigation measures as part of the Certified EIR are identified and carried forward or
noted as being satisfied. Where necessary, mitigation measures have been updated, refined, and/or
supplemented to ensure mitigation is implemented as intended for the Modified Project. Such changes are
shown in stttke-out/underlined bold format and will be incorporated in the final mitigation monitoring

program for the Modified Project.
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2. Environmental Setting

2.1 PROJECT LOCATION

As shown in Figure 1, Regional Location, the 2,173-acre Skyline Ranch project site is in the community of
Canyon Country in the Santa Clarita Valley of unincorporated Los Angeles County. The project site is north
of Highway 14 (Antelope Valley Freeway) and the City of Santa Clarita. The site includes undeveloped
parcels west of Sierra Highway between the Santa Clara River and Vasquez Canyon. Figure 2, Local VVicinity,
shows the site roughly bounded by the Sierra Highway (Mint Canyon) to the east and southeast, residential
communities in the City of Santa Clarita to the south and southwest, Plum Canyon Road to the west,
Bouquet Canyon Road to the northwest, and Vasquez Canyon Road to the northeast.

Primary access to the project site is provided by the proposed extension of Whites Canyon Road (as Skyline
Ranch Road) from Plum Canyon on the western boundary of the site and by Skyline Ranch Road and Sierra
Highway in the southeast corner of the project site.

2.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
2.2.1 Existing Land Use

The project site is completely vacant and undeveloped. The site is dominated by irregular, brush-covered
terrain with ridges between Plum Canyon to the north and Whites Canyon to the south.

Additionally, a substantial portion of the Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools Significant Ecological Area (SEA) is in
the northern two-thirds of the project site. This SEA was adopted by the County as part of the Santa Clarita
Valley Area Plan Update: One Valley One Vision in November 2012. SEAs are officially designated areas
within the County for their biological value. The Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools SEA includes mesas, canyons,
and interior slopes supporting coastal sage scrub or scrub-chaparral vegetation. The Cruzan Mesa vernal pool
complex lies within an elevated, topographically enclosed basin atop an eroded foothill between Mint and
Bouquet canyons. The Plum Canyon vernal pool, situated in a landslide depression on a hillside terrace, is
smaller than the Cruzan Mesa pools, but possesses the same essential vernal pool characteristics as the larger
system, and the two areas together form an ecologically functional unit. Refer to Section 5.4, Biolygical
Resources, for additional information on the Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools SEA.

2.2.2 Surrounding Land Use

Surrounding uses near the project site include undeveloped, open space to the north and northeast, existing
and planned residential uses in the City of Santa Clarita and unincorporated Los Angeles County to the south
and west, and residential uses in the community of Forest Park to the east near Sierra Highway.
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The Angeles National Forest is further south of the site, and the Castaic Lake Recreation Area is to the
northwest. The Santa Clara River flows in an east-west direction through the City of Santa Clarita.

2.2.3 General Plan and Zoning

According to the County of Los Angeles General Plan‘s Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Land Use Policy Map,
the entire project site is designated H2 (Residential 2, 0-2 dwelling unit [du]/acre) and RL 5 (Rural Land 5, 1
du/5 acres) (Los Angeles 2012a). The area proposed for development under the Approved and Modified
Projects are designated H2.

The County of Los Angeles Zoning Code designates the project site R-1 (Single-family residence), A-1-2
(Light agriculture), and A-2-2 (Heavy agriculture) (Los Angeles 2012b). The area proposed for development
under the Approved and Modified Projects are zoned R-1.
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Figure 1 - Regional Location
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Figure 2 - Local Vicinity
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3. Project Description

3.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND

The Skyline Ranch project site occupies approximately 2,173 acres in unincorporated Los Angeles County. As
shown on Figure 3, Approved TTM, the Approved Project includes development on approximately 622 acres
of the 2,173-acre site with 1,260 single-family residential lots, an approximately 11.6-acre elementary school
site, about 12 acres of public parkland to be dedicated to the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and
Recreation, and about 6.2 acres of private parkland. Nearly three-quarters of the site (the northern 1,551
acres) would remain undeveloped, with approximately 1,355 acres dedicated or designated as natural open
space through establishment of the proposed Skyline Ranch Conservation Area (SRCA). Approximately 166
acres of undeveloped land in the northern portion of the site would remain undeveloped and designated as
Non-development/Continuing Use Area. Also, within the northern portion of the site, approximately 22
acres would be preserved as a Mitigation Exchange Area for 22 acres of preserve area within adjacent
recorded Tract 46018 that would be disturbed due to the construction of Skyline Ranch Road. These three
areas would preserve approximately 80 percent of the land in the County’s Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools SEA.
No development associated with the Skyline Ranch Project would occur in the SEA areas.

A proposed trail would extend the existing Mint Canyon Trail from Vasquez Canyon Road to the Plum
Canyon Fire Road along an existing dirt path and southwesterly toward a lookout point. The proposed trail
easement would run approximately 2.2 miles within portions of the SRCA and Non-
development/Continuing Use Area. The Approved Project would include two miles of hiking trails, one mile
of paseo trails, and eight miles of bike lanes.

3.2 MODIFIED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Modified Project includes minor technical changes to the approved Skyline Ranch project. Figure 4,
Approved TTM vs. Proposed Concept Plan, shows the proposed conceptual site plan, which includes the
modifications described below. Figure 5, Development Footprint Comparison, shows an overlay of the Modified
and Approved Projects. The Modified Project would have a smaller development footprint within the
footprint of the Approved Project. In total, the site would be divided into seventeen planning areas (PAs),
designated PA A through Q, one park sites, seven recreation center sites, and one school site (see Figure 0,
Modified Conceptual 1.0t Plan).

m  Realignment of Skyline Ranch Road. The Modified Project would shift Skyline Ranch Road west of
the original alignhment. All residential development would be east of the roadway rather than divided by
the original alignment. Skyline Ranch Road would maintain its designation as a secondary highway and is
proposed to have roundabouts at intersections within the project boundaries. The two access points of
Skyline Ranch Road at Plum Canyon Road (to the west) and Sierra Highway (to the southeast) would not
change.
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m  Reduction of residential development and inclusion of age-qualified housing. Residential
development would be reduced from 1,260 to 1,220 lots (40 fewer units). The homes along the western
edge of the property would be removed and/or shifted east of the realigned Skyline Ranch Road, and
284 units of age-qualified housing with a recreation center would be provided in the northern portion of
the planned community in PAs G through K.

m  Modifications to housing product types. A broader range of lot sizes and housing types is now
proposed, including smaller, more affordable homes for first-time buyers or move-down buyers that were
not included in the original plan. There would be a total of six product types and 1,220 dwelling units.
The breakdown of housing product types is provided in Table 1 and Figure 6, Modified Conceptual Lot Plan,
below.

Table 1 Modified Project Housing Product Breakdown

Product Type | Dwelling Units Percentage of Total
Market Rate Units
Grayson' 344 28
55" x 90’ Lot 198 16
50’ x 100’ Lot 186 15
55" x 100’ Lot 119 10
65’ x 100’ Lot 89 7
Market Rate Subtotal 936 77%
Age Qualified Units
55" x 90’ Lot 122 10
50’ x 100’ Lot 88 7
65 x 90’ Lot 74 6
Age Qualified Subtotal 284 23%
GRAND TOTAL 1,220 100%

Note: du/ac = dwelling units per acre
' TRI Pointe Group’s Grayson housing product is a motor court home design with 45'x75" condominium lots that include stub street access and are configured in six

lots to create a court.

Relocation of park and recreation sites. The park sites proposed under the Approved Project would
be relocated and combined into one large park adjacent to the school, as shown on Figure 4, Approved
TTM vs. Proposed Concept Plan. Approximately 16.9 acres of public parkland to be dedicated to the Los
Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation would be relocated to be accessible without
crossing streets—in particular without crossing Skyline Ranch Road. Seven recreation centers would be
located within the Skyline Ranch community and connected by a multi-purpose trail system. Additionally,
the Modified Project includes 2.7 acres of private parkland (a recreation center for age-qualified housing).

Addition of multipurpose trails. The Modified Project would include 10.75 miles of pedestrian
connections, which includes 3 miles of hiking trails, a 2.2-mile trail easement, 3.3 miles of paseo trails,
and 2.3 miles of multipurpose trails (see Figure 7, Open Space and Trails Map).
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m  Extension of bike lanes. Bike lanes within the Skyline Ranch community would extend from 8 miles to
9.8 miles under the Modified Project.

A comprehensive comparison of the Approved and Modified Projects’ land use development and housing
product types is provided in Tables 2 and 3.

Table 2 Approved and Modified Development Comparison

Approved Project Modified Project
Developed Acres 622 acres (ac) 492 ac
Single Family 348 313
Slopes 277 178
Dwelling Units 1,260 units 1,220 units
Parks 18.2 ac 19.6 ac
Pocket Parks 3.7 6.5
Private Parks 2.5 2.7
Neighborhood Parks 12.0 10.5
Pedestrian Connections 5.2 miles 10.75 miles
Hiking Trails 2 3
Trail Easement 2.2 2.2
Paseo Trails 1.0 3.3
Multipurpose Tralils — 2.3
Bike Lanes 8 miles 9.8 miles
School 11.6 ac 11.9 ac

Table 3 Approved and Modified Projects Housing Product Type Comparison

Approved Project Modified Project
Grayson — 344
55x90 — 198
50x100 — 186
55x100 — 19
55x105 658 —
60x100 — _
60x105 337 —
65x100 — 89
70x105 265 —
Subtotal 1,260 936
Age Qualified
55x90 — 122
50x100 — 88
65x90 — 74
Subtotal 0 284
Grand Total 1,260 1,220
December 2016 Page 13
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Additionally, the Modified Project would reduce the number of basins from 13 to 12, but the 4 water tanks at
the northern portion of the developable area under the Approved Project would remain. Overall, the
Modified Project would have a reduced development footprint within the Approved Project’s development
footprint (see Table 2 and Figure 5, Development Footprint Comparison). Compared to the Approved Project,
grading quantities would decrease by approximately 18 and 19 percent for cut and fill quantities, respectively.
The cut and fill quantities would decrease to approximately 17.1 million cubic yards (cy) cut and 16.9 million
cy fill.

3.3 COUNTY ACTION REQUESTED

As part of the Modified Project, the following discretionary actions are required by the County of Los
Angeles:

m  Approval of Modification to Approved Tentative Tract Map No. 60922
m  Approval of the Skyline Ranch Modified Tract 60922 Addendum
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Figure 3 - Approved TTM
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Figure 4 - Approved TTM vs Proposed Concept Plan

APPROVED TTM PROPOSED CONCEPT PLAN

60922-01

| |
[ |
|
[ |
[ |
I 493.48 AC
[ |
[ |
[ |
[ |
[ |
[ |

MOT A PART

7 |

= u wmmm Tract Boundary

1 1 = Project Boundary
|
|
I ‘\@

&
&
N . . °

0 800 r ‘
. ]
Scale (Feet)
Base Map Source: PlaceWorks, 2015; Sikand 2016 L J

PlaceWorks




SKYLINE RANCH MODIFIED TRACT 60922 ADDENDUM
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

3. Project Description

This page intentionally left blank.

Page 18 PlaceWorks



SKYLINE RANCH MODIFIED TRACT 60922 ADDENDUM
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

Figure 5 - Development Footprint Comparison
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Figure 6 - Modified Conceptual Lot Plan
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Figure 7 - Open Space and Trails Map
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4. Environmental Checklist

4.1 BACKGROUND

1. Project Title: Skyline Ranch Modified Tract 60922 Addendum

2. Lead Agency Name and Address:
County of Los Angeles
Department of Regional Planning
320 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

3. Contact Person and Phone Number:
Steven D. Jones, AICP, Principal Regional Planning Assistant, Land Divisions
(213) 974-6433

4. Project Location: The 2,173-acre project site is in the Santa Clarita Valley north of Highway 14 and the
City of Santa Clarita in unincorporated Los Angeles County. The site is roughly bounded by the Sierra
Highway to the east and southeast, residential communities in Santa Clarita to the south and southwest,
Plum Canyon Road to the west, Bouquet Canyon Road to the northwest, and Vasquez Canyon Road to
the northeast.

5. Project Sponsor’s Name and Address:
TRI Pointe Group
Mike McMillen, Vice President
19540 Jamboree Road, Suite 300
Irvine, CA 92612

6. General Plan Designation: H2 (Residential 2, 0-2 du/acre), RL 5 (Rural Land 5, 1 du/5 acres)

7. Zoning: R-1 (Single-family residence), A-1-2 (Light agriculture), and A-2-2 (Heavy agriculture)

8. Description of Project: The proposed project would modify Approved TTM 60922 within the
development footprint of the Skyline Ranch property. Modifications include a realignment of Skyline
Ranch Road, reduction by 40 residential lots (but inclusion of 284 units of age-qualified homes and a
recreation center), modifications to housing product types, extension of trails and bikes lanes, and
relocation of park and recreation center sites.

9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: Surrounding uses near the project site include undeveloped, open
space to the north and northeast, residential uses in the City of Santa Clarita to the south and southwest,
and residential uses in the community of Forest Park to the east.

10. Other Public Agencies Whose Approval Is Required: None.
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4.2 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one
impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact,” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

L] Aesthetics [ Agricultural and Forest Resources L1 Air Quality

[ Biological Resources ] Cultural Resources ] Geology / Soils

] Greenhouse Gas Emissions ] Hazards & Hazardous Materials ] Hydrology / Water Quality

] Land Use/ Planning ] Mineral Resources L] Noise

] Population / Housing 1 Public Services ] Recreation

L1 Transportation / Traffic (] Utilities / Service Systems ] Mandatory Findings of Significance

4.3 DETERMINATION (TO BE COMPLETED BY THE LEAD AGENCY)

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

I:I I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

|:| I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there

will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by
the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I:I I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

I:I I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially

significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately
analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

|X| I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because
all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that
earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed
upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Signature Date

Printed Name For
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4.4 EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

In Section 5.0, the Addendum identifies the incremental effects of the Modified Project in comparison with
the Approved Project. This comparative analysis has been undertaken, pursuant to the provisions of CEQA,
to provide the factual basis for determining whether any changes in the project or its circumstances or any

new information requires additional environmental review or preparation of a subsequent or supplemental
EIR.

The incremental environmental changes of the Modified Project may involve one or more of the following:
(1) new significant environmental impacts, (2) a substantial increase in severity of significant impacts
previously identified, (3) substantial changes to the circumstances under which the project is undertaken
involving such new impacts or such a substantial increase in the severity of significant impacts, or (4) new
information of substantial importance as defined by CEQA Guidelines Section 15162. Under these
circumstances, the lead agency shall prepare a subsequent or supplemental EIR. If the incremental changes
of the Modified Project result in no impacts and/or minor technical additions or additions, the lead agency
shall prepare an addendum. Therefore, the analysis in Section 5.0 will determine whether a
supplemental/subsequent EIR or addendum is the appropriate means to analyze the Modified Project. The
bases for findings listed in the Environmental Checklist are explained in Section 5.0, Environmental Analysis.

4.41 Terminology Used in the Checklist

For each question listed in the Environmental Checklist, a determination of the level of significance of the
impact is provided. Impacts are categorized in the following categories:

Substantial Change in Project or Circumstances Resulting in New Significant Effects. A Subsequent
EIR is required when 1) substantial project changes are proposed or substantial changes to the circumstances
under which the project would be undertaken, 2) those changes would result in new significant environmental
effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects, and 3) project
changes require major revisions to the EIR (CEQA Guidelines § 15162).

New Information Showing Greater Significant Effects than Previous EIR. A Subsequent EIR is
required if new information of substantial importance that was not known and could not have been known
with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the EIR was certified shows 1) the project would have
one or more significant effects not discussed in the EIR; 2) significant effects previously examined would be
substantially more severe than shown in the EIR; or 3) mitigation measures or alternatives previously found
not to be feasible would in fact be feasible (or new mitigation measures or alternatives are considerably
different) and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but the project
proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative (CEQA Guidelines § 15162).

New Mitigation or Alternative to Reduce Significant Effect is Declined. A Subsequent EIR is required
if new information of substantial importance that was not known and could not have been known with the
exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the EIR was certified shows that mitigation measures or
alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be feasible (or new mitigation measures or
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alternatives are considerably different) and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the
project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative (CEQA Guidelines
§15162). A Supplement to an EIR can be prepared if the criterion for a Subsequent EIR is met, but only
minor additions or changes would be necessary to make the EIR adequately apply to the Modified Project
(CEQA Guidelines § 15163).

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. An Addendum to the EIR is required if only minor technical

changes or additions are necessary and none of the criteria for a subsequent EIR are met (CEQA Guidelines
§ 15164).

No Impact. A designation of No Impact is given when the Modified Project would cause no changes to the
environment as compared to the original project analyzed in the EIR.
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5. Environmental Analysis

This section provides evidence to substantiate the conclusions in the environmental checklist. The section will
briefly summarize the conclusions of the 2010 Skyline Ranch EIR and then discuss whether or not the
Modified Project is consistent with the findings contained in the Skyline Ranch EIR. Mitigation measures
referenced are from the Skyline Ranch EIR.

5.1 AESTHETICS
5.1.1 Summary of Impacts Identified in the Certified EIR

This section summarizes the analysis contained in Section 4.E, isual Qualities, of the 2010 Certified EIR.

Construction Impacts

Development of the Approved Project would cause temporary visual impacts during construction, which is
estimated to last approximately seven years. The grading operation would remove native vegetation and alter
the natural landform of approximately 622 acres onsite. Other site preparation activities include roads,
sewers, watet, streets, dry utilities, entry monumentation, and landscaping/irrigation. These temporary
activities would substantially degrade the visual quality of the site, mostly impacting the neighborhood to the
southwest of the proposed development area due to the higher elevation of this neighborhood relative to the
site. Single-family communities west of the project site near the intersection of Whites Canyon Road and the
proposed Skyline Ranch Road would also observe landform alterations. Impacts of construction activities
would be significant and unavoidable until construction activities are completed.

Visual Impacts

Photo simulations were prepared to illustrate the conceptual design, massing, and views of the Approved
Project from short-range and long-range views. To reduce significant impacts on views toward the project
site, onsite landscaping mitigation is provided. However, impacts associated with the change in views from
the existing residential neighborhood to the west—particularly from residences west of the project site that
are oriented to the east—would remain significant and unavoidable due to the alteration of a scenic vista
and the modification of hillsides and ridgelines.

Light and Glare

Implementation of the Approved Project would introduce new sources of light and glare to the project site
and surrounding areas. Project lighting would be typical of lighting in other residential neighborhoods south
and west of the project site. Lighting will be shielded and concentrated along streets to the interior of the
development area, rather than along the edges of the site. Lighting impacts would be less than significant.
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Glare is primarily a daytime occurrence caused by the reflection of sunlight or artificial light by highly
polished surfaces, such as window glass or reflective materials and, to a lesser degree, from broad expanses of
light-colored surfaces. The Approved Project would use building materials that are nonreflective in nature and
typical of residential development throughout the area. Therefore, the project was not anticipated to have a

significant impact associated with glare.

5.1.2

Would the Modified Project:

Impacts Associated with the Proposed Project

Substantial
Changein  [New Information| New Mitigation
Project or Showing |or Alternative to
Circumstances Greater Reduce
Resulting in New|  Significant Significant  |Minor Technical
Significant Effects than Effect is Changes or No
Issues Effects Previous EIR Declined Additions Impact
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? X
b)  Be visible from or obstruct views from a regional X

riding or hiking trail?

c) Substantially damage scenic resources, including,
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and X
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

d) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or

quality of the site and its surroundings because of X
height, bulk, pattern, scale, character, or other
features?
e) Create a new source of substantial shadows, light, or
glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime X

views in the area?

Comments:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. Impacts to visual quality are due to the alteration of landform
and development of rural hillside areas. As approved, the character of the Skyline Ranch master-planned
residential community has a scenic backdrop, primatily to the north and northeast of natural open space
consisting of vegetated steep terrain, canyons, and ridgelines. The proposed modifications to the Approved
Project would consist of realigning Skyline Ranch Road, reducing residential lots by 40 units (but including
284 units of age-qualified homes and a community center), modifying housing product types, relocating and
expanding park and recreation center sites, and extending multipurpose trails and bike lanes. These
modifications would occur within the development footprint of the Approved Project, and no additional
grading or construction would occur outside of the developable area analyzed in the previously certified EIR.
Grading quantities would be reduced from 20.8 million cy each of cut and fill to 17.1 million cy of cut and
16.9 million cy of fill under the Modified Project.
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The Modified Project would shift the location of the residential lots within the project site farther north, away
from existing uses to the south and west of the site (see Figure 4, Approved TTM vs. Proposed Concept Plan).
Therefore, views from the south and west toward the Skyline Ranch community and rural hillsides to the
north would be improved in comparison to the Approved Project. Figures 8 through 10, Visual Simulation
Comparison, compare the visual impacts of the Approved and Modified Projects’ development. The
development footprint of the Approved Project is shown in purple, and the footprint of the Modified Project
is shown in orange. Seven viewpoints from the south and west of the project site were chosen to represent
major public views toward the site and are numbered on Figures 8 through 10:

Sierra Highway looking northeast

Sierra Highway looking west

Hawks Ridge Drive and Canyon Creek Drive looking west
Via Princessa and Whites Canyon looking north

Todd Longshore Park looking east

Canyon high School looking east

N s LN

Canyon Springs Elementary School looking northeast

Table 4 compares the seven viewsheds’ impact percentages based on development of the Approved Project
and that of the Modified Project. The impact percentages compare how much of the complete viewshed
(100 percent) is changed by development of the Approved and Modified Projects.

Table 4 Visual Simulation Impacted Comparison

Viewshed Impact Percentage
No. Location Approved Project Modified Project | Percentage Change

1 Sierra Highway looking northeast 2.72% 2.88% 0.16%

2 Sierra Highway looking west 5.07 6.08 1.01

3 Hawks Ridge Drive and Canyon Creek Drive looking 477 11 365
west

4 Via Princessa and Whites Canyon looking north 1.36 0.85 -0.51

5 Todd Longshore Park looking east 3.14 1.28 -1.86

6 Canyon High School looking east 3.30 1.05 2.25

7 Canyon Springs  Elementary  School looking 415 206 209
northeast

All seven views toward the project site would have a decrease in impact percentage with the exception of
Views 1 and 2 from Sierra Highway. However, this is because the Modified Project does not require expansive
grading of the hillsides shown in Views 1 and 2, and would actually preserve the natural topography of the
hills. Also, the changes in percentage impacted for Views 1 and 2 are nominal, approximately 0.2 and 1.0
percent, respectively.

Overall, scenic views looking toward the residential community under the Modified Project would be less
impacted and remain more in character with existing conditions compared to development of the Approved
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Project. Therefore, the proposed modifications would have no new significant impact to scenic vistas in the

project area.
b) Be visible from or obstruct views from a regional riding or hiking trail?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. The Bouquet Canyon Trail, Mint Canyon Trail, and one unnamed
trail are in the vicinity of the project site and are part of the approved adopted County trail system detailed in
the Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan. The Bouquet Canyon Trail is approximately one mile northwest of the site
and generally follows Bouquet Canyon Road. The Mint Canyon Trail is immediately north and northeast of
the project site in an area proposed to remain as open space and adjacent to Sierra Highway and Sand Canyon
Road.

Similar to the Approved Project, the Modified Project would include a trail easement of approximately 2.2
miles that would connect to the Mint Canyon Trail to the north and the existing Plum Canyon fire road to the
south. The proposed development under the Approved and Modified Projects would not be visible from the
Mint Canyon or Bouquet Canyon trails due to irregular topography looking southerly toward the developable
area. Therefore, modifications to the Approved Project would have no new significant impacts to regional
trails.

c) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings,
and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact. The project site is not visible from a designated scenic highway, and the Modified Project would
not impact scenic resources within a state scenic highway (Caltrans 2011). The incremental differences of the
proposed modifications to the recorded map do not result in substantial impacts to scenic resources.
Therefore, no new significant damage to scenic resources would occur as a result of the Modified Project or

changed circumstances.

d) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings
because of height, bulk, pattern, scale, character, or other features?
g > d P ] ’ ’

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. Skyline Ranch Road would maintain its approved roadway cross-
section details, including roundabouts at intersections within the project boundary. Modifications include
reducing the number of residential lots by 40 units (but including age-qualified housing and a community
center) and modifying housing product types (see Tables 2 and 3). As detailed in Table 3, the Modified
Project would have fewer and smaller houses compared to the Approved Project, and the lots would be
shifted north within the project site, farther away from existing residential uses to the west and south. The
homes would be built with a similar character to the existing suburban community. Therefore, these
modifications would not degrade the visual character or quality of the proposed Skyline Ranch community.
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Figure 8 - Visual Simulation Comparison - Part 1

AREA OF IMPACT: 5.88;’/_0

® SIERRA HIGHWAY LOOKING NORTH EAST

@SIERRA HIGHWAY LOOKING WEST

Base Map Source: PlaceWorks, 2016
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Figure 9 - Visual Simulation Comparison - Part 2
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Figure 10 - Visual Simulation Comparison - Part 3
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e) Create a new source of substantial shadows, light, or glare which would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. Outdoor nighttime lighting in residential areas is generally limited
to security lighting and street lighting. The reduced development footprint and 40-unit reduction in residential
lots under the Modified Project would reduce the overall need for lighting in the developable area of the
project site. Additionally, similar to the Approved Project, the Modified Project would be required to comply
with the exterior lighting, signage, parking lot, and security standards of the Los Angeles County Code.

General requirements include maximum fixture heights, shielding standards, and limits on the intensity of
light that can be reflected onto neighboring properties (light trespass). Compliance with existing codes would
ensure that lighting would not result in outdoor illumination that would exceed established standards.
Therefore, nighttime lighting and glare impacts would not be greater than those identified in the certified
EIR, and impacts would remain less than significant.

5.1.3 Adopted Mitigation Measures Applicable to the Modified Project

Construction Impacts

4.E-1 During construction, the applicant or his contractors shall locate equipment, stockpiles, and
staging areas out of direct public or private view to the extent feasible.

Visual Impacts

4.E-2(a) To reduce the significant aesthetic impact associated with graded slopes and paved terrace
drains along the southern entrance to the project site, the slopes on both sides of proposed
Skyline Ranch Road shall be revegetated and landscaped as soon as feasible following
grading and roadway development. Landscaping in this area shall be selected and planted to
screen proposed terrace drains from public views and to merge ornamental and native

materials such that sharp contrasts in form and color with undeveloped areas are avoided.

4.E-2(b) A landscape plan for the planned residential development shall be prepared by a Landscape
Architect with a plant palette that will merge ornamental and native materials such that shape
contrasts in form and color are avoided with adjacent undeveloped areas. Trees and shrubs
on streets, slopes and ridgelines should emphasize mounded rather than columnar forms
(such as palm trees and cypress). Plantings on the hillsides to the south and east of the entry
road shall be specifically selected, sized, and placed to soften angular forms created by
grading at the interface of manufactured slopes and natural hillsides. Furthermore, every
effort shall be made as grading plans are finalized and during grading to create rounded
landforms that are generally reflective of the natural topography of the area. Planting of
common landscape areas shall be undertaken as soon as possible following grading to avoid
prolonged view degradation. Landscaping on the site shall be routinely maintained by a
homeowners association and/or through Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs)
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throughout the life of the project. The landscape plan shall be subject to review and
approval by the County prior to issuance of any grading permits.

5.1.4 Level of Significance After Mitigation

The Modified Project would only result in minor technical changes or additions to the previously certified
EIR, and would not result in significant impacts upon implementation of applicable regulatory requirements
and mitigation measures.

5.2 AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES
5.2.1

Impacts to agricultural resources were closed out in the Initial Study prepared for the 2010 Certified EIR.

Summary of Impacts Identified in the Certified EIR

The Approved Project would have no impact on prime, unique, or farmland of Statewide importance; would
not conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or with a Williamson Act contract; would not conflict
with existing zoning for forest land or timberland; would not result in the loss of forest land or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use; and would not involve other changes to the existing environment that may
involve the conversion of either farmland or forest land to non-farm or non-forest land.

5.2.2

Would the Modified Project:

Impacts Associated with the Proposed Project

Substantial

Issues

Change in
Project or
Circumstances
Resulting in New
Significant
Effects

New Information
Showing
Greater
Significant
Effects than
Previous EIR

New Mitigation
or Alternative to
Reduce
Significant
Effectis
Declined

Minor Technical
Changes or
Additions

No
Impact

a)

Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural
use?

Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, with
a designated Agricultural Opportunity Area, or with a
Williamson Act contract?

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
§ 12220 (g)), timberland (as defined in Public
Resources Code § 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined in Government
Code §51104(g))?
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Substantial
Changein  |New Information| New Mitigation
Project or Showing  |or Alternative to
Circumstances Greater Reduce
Resulting in New| Significant Significant  |Minor Technical
Significant Effects than Effect is Changes or No
Issues Effects Previous EIR Declined Additions Impact
d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of X

forest land to non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment
which, due to their location or nature, could result in X
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

Comments:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland),
as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of
the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

No Impact. The Modified Project would not involve changes outside of the development footprint already
analyzed in the 2010 Certified EIR. Therefore, similar to the Approved Project, the Modified Project would
have no impact on prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of statewide importance.

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?

No Impact. Based on the Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Zoning Map, the developable area of the project site
(southern 492 acres) is zoned R-1 (Single-family residence) and does not have land under Williamson Act
contracts (Los Angeles 2012b, DOC 2013). The remaining undevelopable area of the project site is zoned A-
1-2 (Light agriculture) and A-2-2 (Heavy agriculture); however, no development is proposed in these areas.

Thus, no impact would occur.

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public
Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section
4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section
51104(g))?

<)

No Impact. Although the northern portion of the project site is zoned A-1-2 and A-2-2, no development is

proposed in these areas. Therefore, no impact would occur.

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. See response to Section 5.2.2(c), above.

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could
result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-

forest use?

No Impact. See response to Section 5.2.2(b) and (c), above.
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5.2.3 Adopted Mitigation Measures Applicable to the Modified Project

No mitigation measures related to agricultural resources were outlined in the 2010 Certified EIR.

5.2.4 Level of Significance After Mitigation

The Modified Project would have no impact on agriculture or forestry resources.

5.3 AIR QUALITY
5.3.1 Summary of Impacts Identified in the Certified EIR

This section summarizes the analysis contained in Section 4.H, Aér Quality, of the 2010 Certified EIR.

Construction Impacts

Construction of the Approved Project has the potential to create air quality impacts through the use of
heavy-duty construction equipment and through vehicle trips generated from construction workers traveling
to and from the project site. In addition, fugitive dust emissions would result from demolition and
construction activities. Based on project construction emissions modeling, regional emissions from
construction phases would exceed the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) daily
significance thresholds for PMip, PMa2s, CO, NOx, and volatile organic compounds (VOC). Regional
construction emissions for SOx would not exceed daily significance thresholds. Therefore, project
construction activities would result in a temporary but significant and unavoidable regional air quality
impact.

Based on localized construction air quality analysis, development of the Approved Project could cause
exceedance of the PMip and PMy;s incremental thresholds but would not cause ambient concentrations to
exceed NO2 or CO ambient air quality standards. Localized impacts to PMip and PM» 5 would be significant
and unavoidable.

An assessment of toxic air contaminants (i.c., diesel particulate emissions) yielded that the project would not
emit carcinogenic or toxic air contaminants that individually or cumulatively exceed the maximum individual
cancer risk of ten in one million. Additionally, compliance with SCAQMD Rule 1166 and 1113 would limit
the amount of VOC emissions from potentially contaminated soils or architectural coating sand solvents.

Thus, no construction activities or building materials would create objectionable odors.

Operational Impacts

Operational emissions would be generated by area and mobile sources as a result of normal day-to-day
activities on the project site. At buildout and in full operation, the project would generate total emissions that
would exceed the SCAQMD recommended thresholds for regional CO, VOC, NOx, PMzs, and PMio. Thus,
operational emissions would result in significant and unavoidable air quality impacts. Additionally, the
Approved Project would contribute to regionwide emissions on a cumulative basis, and therefore, the
project’s contribution to cumulative air quality impact is concluded to be significant and unavoidable.
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Additionally, single-family residences on the project site would be occupied while later phases of construction
activities would be occurring. Concurrent construction and operational emissions would exceed SCAQMD
daily thresholds for CO, NOx, PMio, PM2s, and VOC. Thus, regional air quality impacts from concurrent
construction and operational activities would be significant and unavoidable.

Based on traffic intersection analysis for local area CO impacts, the Approved Project would not have a
significant impact upon 1-hour or 8-hour local CO concentrations due to mobile soutrce emissions (primarily
vehicle exhaust). Therefore, sensitive receptors would not be significantly affected by CO emissions generated
by the net increase in traffic. Localized operational air quality impacts would be less than significant.

The Approved Project would not generate substantial quantities of toxic air contaminants (TACs). Any air
pollutants to the project vicinity which would be well below any levels that would result in a significant impact
on human health. As such, no significant impact on human health would occur.

The Approved Project does not include any uses identified by the SCAQMD as being associated with odors.
Therefore, the Approved Project would not create adverse odors as discussed above and would have no

impact related to objectionable odors.

AQMP Consistency

The determination of air quality management plan (AQMP) consistency is primarily concerned with the long-
term influence of the Approved Project on air quality in the Southern California Air Basin (SoCAB) and
whether or not a project will exceed the assumptions utilized in preparing the AQMP. Although the project
may cause an exceedance of the localized PMio and PMa;s significance criteria, this exceedance would be
short-term in nature. This impact would only occur during the grading phase of project construction and
would not have a long-term impact on the region’s ability to meet state and federal air quality standards. In
addition, the Approved Project would comply with SCAQMD Rule 403 and would implement all feasible
mitigation measures for control of PMio and PMaz;s. Also, the Approved Project would be consistent with the
goals and policies of the AQMP for control of fugitive dust. Therefore, the Approved Project would be
consistent with AQMP strategies to bring the SOCAB into PMjo and PMas attainment. With regard to the
second criterion, the Approved Project is well within and consistent with the population growth for the
subregion identified in the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional
Transportation Plan and subsequent updates. Consequently, the Approved Project would be consistent with
local air quality plans and policies.

5.3.2 Impacts Associated with the Modified Project
Regulatory Background

The environmental and regulatory settings for the Modified Project have changed since certification of the
2010 Certified EIR. The following discussion is provided to update conditions relative to development of the
Modified Project.

December 2016 Page 43



SKYLINE RANCH MODIFIED TRACT 60922 ADDENDUM
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

5. Environmental Analysis

The SoCAB is designated nonattainment for O3, PMzs, PMig, and lead (Los Angeles County only) under the
California and National AAQS and nonattainment for NO> under the California AAQS (CARB 2014a).1. 2
SCAQMD prepares an AQMP that details measures taken to achieve the national and California AAQS. The
most recent AQMP is the 2012 AQMP.

SCAQMD Air Quality Management Plan

SCAQMD is responsible for preparing the AQMP for the SoCAB in coordination with SCAG. After the
Skyline Ranch EIR was certified in 2010, SCAQMD adopted the 2012 AQMP, which employs the most up-
to-date science and analytical tools and incorporates a comprehensive strategy aimed at controlling pollution
from all soutces, including stationary sources, on- and off-road mobile sources, and area sources. It also
addresses several state and federal planning requirements, incorporating new scientific information, primarily
in the form of updated emissions inventories, ambient measurements, and new meteorological air quality
models. The 2012 AQMP builds upon the approach identified in the 2007 AQMP for attainment of federal
PM and ozone standards and highlights the significant amount of reductions needed. It also highlights the
urgent need to engage in interagency coordinated planning to identify additional strategies, especially in the
area of mobile sources, to meet all federal criteria air pollutant standards within the time frames allowed
under the Clean Air Act. The 2012 AQMP demonstrates attainment of federal 24-hour PMys standard by
2014 and the federal 8-hour ozone standard by 2023. It includes an update to the revised EPA 8-hour ozone
control plan with new commitments for short-term NOx and VOC reductions. The plan also identifies
emerging issues—ultrafine (PMiq) particulate matter and near-roadway exposure and an analysis of energy
supply and demand.

The SCAQMD is in the process of updating the AQMP. The 2016 AQMP will address strategies and
measures to attain the 2008 federal 8-hour ozone standard by 2032 and the 2012 federal annual PMzs
standard by 2021. The 2016 AQMP will also take an initial look at the 2015 federal 8-hour ozone standard. It
will also update previous attainment plans for ozone and PMz;s that have not yet been met (SCAQMD 2015).

1 The California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved the SCAQMD’s request to redesignate the SOCAB from serious
nonattainment for PMjo to attainment for PMjp under the national AAQS on March 25, 2010, because the SoOCAB has not violated
federal 24-hour PMy standards during the period from 2004 to 2007. In June 2013, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
approved the State of California's request to redesignate the South Coast PM1p nonattainment area to attainment of the PM;o National
AAQS, effective on July 26, 2013.

2 CARB has proposed to redesignate the SOCAB as attainment for lead and NO> under the California AAQS (CARB 2013).
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Effect is
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Minor Technical
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No
Impact

a)  Conflict with or obstruct implementation of applicable
air quality plans of the South Coast AQMD
(SCAQMD) or the Antelope Valley AQMD?

b)  Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air quality
violation?

c) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state
ambient air quality standard (including releasing
emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for
0zOne precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial
number of people?

X

X

Comments:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of applicable air quality plans of the South Coast
AQMD (SCAQMD) or the Antelope Valley AQMD?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. By reducing residential development, the Modified Project would
reduce impacts on housing and population projections within the SCAG region and would reduce vehicle
trips relative to the Approved Project since fewer homes would be developed. Similar to the Approved
Project, the Modified Project would not conflict or obstruct implementation of the SCAQMD’s AQMP.
Impacts would be less than significant.

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air quality
violation?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. The Modified Project would develop 40 fewer residential homes
and require less grading compared to the Approved Project. The Modified Project would require 17.1 million
cy of cut and 16.9 million cy of fill, approximately 18 and 19 percent less cut and fill than the Approved
Project. The Modified Project would also reduce the number of residential lots by 40 and would result in a
decrease in vehicle trips compared to that analyzed in the 2010 Certified EIR. This would result in a decrease
of construction- and operational-phase air pollutant emissions due to a decrease in area, energy, and mobile-
source emissions. Overall, air quality impacts would be less than generated by the Approved Project. The
incremental difference would result in a beneficial impact. Mitigation measures applied for the previous
project would be applicable to the proposed project.
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c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project
region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard
(including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. The SoCAB is designated nonattainment for O3, PMjo, PMs s, and
lead (Los Angeles County only) under the California and National AAQS, and nonattainment for NO; under
the California AAQS (CARB 2014a). In accordance with SCAQMD methodology, any project that does not
exceed or can be mitigated to less than the daily threshold values does not add significantly to a cumulative
impact (SCAQMD 1993). The CalEEMod modeling included in the 2010 Certified EIR demonstrates that
unmitigated concurrent operation and construction emissions associated with the Approved Project would
exceed thresholds for CO, NOy, PMio, PM25 and VOC.

The modifications to the project would result in a decrease of construction and operational air pollutant
emissions compared to the Approved Project due to the decrease in residential units (40 fewer units).
Mitigation measures applied for the Approved Project would also be applicable to the proposed Modified
Project.

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. Sensitive receptors near the project site include residential areas to
the west and south of the site, Canyon High School, Leona Cox Community School, Montessori Preschool,
Super-8 Motel, Santa Clarita Little People Daycare and Preschool, and Travel Lodge (Los Angeles 2010). As
stated above, the construction activities associated with the Approved Project would expose sensitive
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations that exceed PMig and PMz;s incremental thresholds.
Construction equipment used to develop the Modified Project would be same as that of the Approved
Project and would include, but not be limited to, concrete mixers, heavy-duty trucks, scrapers, dozers, graders,
backhoes, pavers, and front-end loaders. Given that the Modified Project would reduce grading quantities, the
overall development footprint, and the number of residential lots onsite, construction activities and
associated pollutant concentrations would also be slightly reduced in the project area. Overall, development
of the Modified Project would have a beneficial impact compared to the Approved Project.

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. The Modified Project would not emit objectionable odors that
would affect a substantial number of people. The threshold for odor is if a project creates an odor nuisance
pursuant to SCAQMD Rule 402, Nuisance, which states:

A person shall not discharge from any source whatsoever such quantities of air contaminants or
other material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number
of persons or to the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such
persons or the public, or which cause, or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to
business or property. The provisions of this rule shall not apply to odors emanating from
agricultural operations necessary for the growing of crops or the raising of fowl or animals.
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The types of facilities that are considered to have objectionable odors include wastewater treatments plants,
compost facilities, landfills, solid waste transfer stations, fiberglass manufacturing facilities, paint/coating
operations (e.g, auto body shops), dairy farms, petroleum refineries, asphalt batch plants, chemical
manufacturing, and food manufacturing facilities. Residential developments are not associated with foul odors
that constitute a public nuisance; therefore, odor impacts would be less than significant.

During construction activities, equipment exhaust and application of asphalt and architectural coatings would
temporarily generate odors. Any construction-related odor emissions would be temporary and intermittent,
and would not affect a significant number or people. Neither the Approved Project nor the Modified Project
would generate substantial odors, and impacts would be less than significant.

5.3.3 Adopted Mitigation Measures Applicable to the Modified Project

The following mitigation measures were taken directly from the 2010 Certified EIR. All of these mitigation
measures apply to and would be implemented for the Modified Project. Modifications to the original
mitigation measures reflect changes in current emission control technologies and are identified in sttikeout

text to indicate deletions and underlined /bold to signify additions.
Construction Emissions
(1) Regional Emissions

4.H-1(a) Develop and implement a construction management plan, as approved by the County of
Los Angeles prior to issuance of a grading permit, which includes the following measures
recommended by the SCAQMD to implement SCAQMD Rule 403.

a. Ground cover shall be replaced in disturbed areas as quickly as practicable;

b. Soil stabilizers/dust suppressants shall be applied to inactive disturbed areas in sufficient
quantity and frequency to maintain a stabilized surface;

c. Haul roads and site access roads shall be watered no less than three times daily;
d. Disturbed surfaces shall be watered no less than two times daily;

e. All stockpiles shall be covered with tarps as soon as practicable;

f.  Travel speed on unpaved surfaces shall not exceed 15 miles per hour;

g. Provide a publicly visible sign and directly notify property owners in the vicinity of a
contact person and telephone number to call regarding dust complaints; the contact

person shall respond with appropriate corrective actions within 24 hours;

h. Prohibit construction vehicle idling in excess of 10 minutes;

December 2016 Page 47



SKYLINE RANCH MODIFIED TRACT 60922 ADDENDUM
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

5. Environmental Analysis

Stockpiles, haul routes, staging locations, and parking areas shall be located as far as
possible from adjacent residential uses;

Pave or place gravel on all construction access roads at least 100 feet on to the site from
the main road;

k. Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference;
I Provide temporary traffic controls when construction activities have the potential to
disrupt traffic to maintain traffic flow (e.g, signage, flag person, detours);
m. Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow to off-peak hours (e.g., between
7:00 PM. and 6:00 A.M. and between 10:00 A.M. and 3:00 PM.);
n. Develop a construction traffic management plan that includes the following measures to
address construction traffic that has the potential to affect traffic on public streets:
— Consolidate truck deliveries
— Provide temporary dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and
equipment on and off of the site;
o. Suspend use of all construction equipment operations during second stage smog alerts.
Contact the SCAQMD at 800/242-4022 for daily forecasts;
p-  Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary fossil fuel powered generators;
and
q. Use methanol- or natural gas-powered mobile equipment and pile drivers instead of
diesel if readily available at competitive prices.
4.H-1(b) Maintain construction equipment and vehicle engines in good condition and in proper tune

as per manufacturers’ specifications and per SCAQMD rules, to minimize exhaust emissions.

4.H-1(c) All on-site heavy-duty construction equipment shall be equipped with diesel particulate traps

as feasible.

(2) Local Emissions

Please refer to Mitigation Measures 4.H-1(a), 4.H-1(b), and 4.H-1(c) above.

Operational Emissions

(1) Regional Emissions

4.H-2(a) Subdivistens—and-bBuildings will be required to exceed Title 24 of the California Code of
Regulations (also known as the California Building Standards Code) 2005 2016 Building

and Energy Efficiency requirements by 15 percent.
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4.H-2(b) Lighting for public streets, parking areas, and recreation areas shall utilize energy efficient
light and mechanical, computerized or photo cell switching devices to reduce unnecessary
energy usage.

(2) Concurrent Construction and Operational Activity

Please refer to Mitigation Measures 4.H-1(a), 4.H-1(b), 4 H-1(c), 4. H-2(a), and 4.H-2(b) above.

5.3.4 Level of Significance After Mitigation

The Modified Project would only result in minor technical changes or additions to the previously certified
EIR, and would not result in significant impacts upon implementation of applicable regulatory requirements
and mitigation measures.

5.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
5.4.1 Summary of Impacts Identified in the Certified EIR

This section summarizes the analysis contained in Section 4.C, Biological Resources, of the 2010 Certified EIR.

As part of the Approved Project, approximately 1,355 acres in the northern portion of the project site would
be dedicated or designated natural open space and managed through the establishment of the SRCA, which
includes the Plum Canyon vernal pool and four artificial pools on the southern portion of Cruzan Mesa.
Additionally, the Approved Project would provide approximately 21.6 acres for preservation as a “Mitigation
Exchange Area” for 21.6 acres of preserve area that would be disturbed in the adjacent Tract 46018 due to
the construction of Skyline Ranch Road.

Sensitive Plant Species

Three plant species on the California Native Plant Society’s List 4 were detected onsite: Paso Robles
navarretia, Peirson’s morning-glory, and Palmer’s grappling hook. However, their susceptibility to threat is
considered low. The loss of these species resulting from the Approved Project is not expected to reduce
regional population levels such that their existence is threatened. Therefore, impacts to these plant species are
considered less than significant. Additionally, 43 acres (approximately 5,300 plants) of slender mariposa lily
were mapped onsite. Only one acre (approximately 100 plants) would be impacted by the project; therefore,
impacts are not considered to be substantial.

Sensitive Wildlife Species

A number of sensitive wildlife species or special-status species were either observed onsite or have the
potential to occur onsite due to the presence of suitable habitat; however, considerable habitat for these
species would be preserved onsite within the SRCA. Additionally, focused surveys for the Riverside fairy
shrimp, San Diego fairy shrimp, and coastal California gnatcatcher did not detect any of these species within
the study area. Thus, impacts to sensitive wildlife species are less than significant.
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Sensitive Plant Communities

Development of the project would impact coastal sage scrub (CSS), disturbed CSS, coastal sage-chaparral
scrub, sycamore riparian woodland, and holly-leafed cherry scrub. Additionally, the Approved Project may
result in temporary impacts to vegetation communities within a 50-foot grading buffer zone surrounding the
permanent grading development footprint. Impacts to these plant communities would be significant prior to
mitigation. Thus, the SRCA was proposed as part of the project to offset project impacts on the identified

sensitive plant communities.

Wildlife Movement

Proposed open space areas in the northern portion of the project site would continue to foster wildlife
movement between areas of the Angeles National Forest to the north and west (i.e., Lake Hughes, San
Francisquito Canyon, Bouquet Canyon) and areas to the east and south (i.e., Placerita Canyon State Park,
Tujunga Wash). In addition to the project’s proposed SRCA, the Approved Project avoids impacts to the
Cruzan Mesa, which contributes additional resources (i.e., water, foraging areas, vegetative cover) to facilitate
wildlife movement. Therefore, impacts on wildlife movement corridors would be less than significant.

Jurisdictional Areas

Approximately 5.22 acres of waters of the US. under the jurisdiction of the Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) and Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and 9.30 acres of streambed under the
jurisdiction of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) would be permanently impacted by
the Approved Project. Mitigation is provided to reduce impacts to these jurisdictional areas.

Oak Trees

The Approved Project would require the removal of two coast live oak trees (one onsite and one offsite in
the City of Santa Clarita). The project applicant would be required to obtain oak tree removal permits from

the city and County and replace the oak trees as detailed in the mitigation measure below.

5.4.2 Impacts Associated with the Modified Project

Regulatory Background
Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools SEA

Significant Ecological Areas are officially designated areas within the County for their biological value. These
areas warrant special management because they contain biotic resources that are considered rare or unique,
are critical to the maintenance of wildlife, represent relatively undisturbed areas of County habitat types, or

serve as linkages.

After the Skyline Ranch EIR was certified in 2010, the Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update: One Valley One
Vision was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November 27, 2012. As part of the updated plan, the
Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools SEA was adopted. A significant portion of the SEA is within the northern portion
of the Skyline Ranch project site.

Page 50 PlaceWorks



SKYLINE RANCH MODIFIED TRACT 60922 ADDENDUM
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

5. Environmental Analysis

The Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools SEA includes mesas, canyons, and interior slopes, with Plum Canyon creck
running east-west through the southern portion of the overall SEA. Uplands in the SEA consist of slopes
and canyons supporting coastal sage scrub or scrub-chaparral vegetation. The Cruzan Mesa vernal pool
complex lies within an elevated, topographically enclosed basin atop an eroded foothill between Mint and
Bouquet canyons. The Plum Canyon vernal pool, situated in a landslide depression on a hillside terrace, is
smaller than the Cruzan Mesa pools, but possesses the same essential vernal pool characteristics as the larger
system, and the two areas together form an ecologically functional unit.

Wildlife diversity and abundance within the SEA are moderate, commensurate with the relative homogeneity
of the natural open space habitat types. A number of local wildlife species are more or less dependent upon
coastal sage scrub or scrub-chaparral formations, and other species are strictly limited to seasonal pool
habitats. The vernal pools, when ponded, form aquatic habitats for a moderately diverse fauna of freshwater
arthropods and other invertebrates, including native fairy shrimp, aquatic flies, diving beetles, water
scavengers, ostracods, and snails. The only insect order presently known to have a vernal pool endemic within
the SEA is Coleoptera, with one vernal pool ground beetle species thus far having been found.

Amphibians are relatively common in coastal sage scrub habitats with persistent surface hydrology during the
breeding season, and the SEA supports abundant populations of Pacific chorus frog, western toad, and
western spadefoot toad. At least two species of salamander may also be present within more moist areas of
the surrounding canyons and chaparral.

Reptile populations in the SEA include numerous lizard species, including San Diego banded gecko, yucca
night lizard, side-blotched lizard, western fence lizard, western skink, San Diego alligator lizard, coastal
western whiptail, San Diego horned lizard, and silvery legless lizard. A robust snake fauna also would be
expected within the SEA, including western blind snake, coachwhip (“red racer”), chaparral whipsnake,
coastal patch-nosed snake, California rosy boa, San Diego gopher snake, California kingsnake, California
mountain kingsnake, night snake, and southern Pacific rattlesnake.

Bird diversity within the SEA is related to habitat opportunities for year-round residents, seasonal residents,
migrating raptors, and song birds. Open coastal sage scrub hosts a suite of birds typical of such sites at lower
elevations over most of the coastal slopes of Southern California. The most productive sites for resident
coastal sage scrub and chaparral birds are around riparian and freshwater systems, which also attract large
numbers of migrants during spring and fall. The vernal pools attract moderate numbers of migrating waders
and waterfowl, and provide important winter foraging areas for resident and migratory birds of prey. Coastal
sage and chaparral birds resident or breeding within the SEA include ashy rufous-crowned sparrow, Bell’s
sparrow, black-chinned sparrow, lark sparrow, California thrasher, spotted towhee, California towhee,
phainopepla, northern mockingbird, lazuli bunting, and several species of hummingbird, with additional
species (western meadowlark, California horned lark, and perhaps also savannah and grasshopper sparrows)
nesting and foraging in the grassland and ruderal habitats surrounding the vernal pools. Birds of prey
observed around the vernal pools include red-tailed hawk, northern harrier, white-tailed kite, prairie falcon,

and golden eagle. Barn owl, great horned owl, and common raven all nest in the cliffs surrounding Cruzan
Mesa.
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Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife (CDFW) or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS)?

Have a substantial adverse effect on any sensitive
natural communities (e.g., riparian habitat, coastal
sage scrub, oak woodlands, non-jurisdictional
wetlands) identified in local or regional plans,
policies, and regulations or by CDFW or USFWS?

Have a substantial adverse effect on federally
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to,
marshes, vernal pools, coastal wetlands, and
drainages) or waters of the United States, as defined
by § 404 of the Clean Water Act or California Fish
and Wildlife Code § 1600, et seq. through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

Interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or
with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

Convert oak woodlands (as defined by the state, oak
woodlands are oak stands with greater than 10%
canopy cover with oaks at least 5 inch in diameter
measured at 4.5 feet above mean natural grade) or
otherwise contain oak or other unique native trees
(junipers, Joshuas, southern California black walnut,
etc.)?

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, including Wildflower
Reserve Areas (L.A. County Code, Title 12, Ch.
12.36), the Los Angeles County Oak Tree Ordinance
(L.A. County Code, Title 22, Ch. 22.56, Part 16), the
Significant Ecological Areas (SEAs) (L.A. County
Code, Title 22, § 22.56.215), and Sensitive
Environmental Resource Areas (SERAs) (L.A.
County Code, Title 22, Ch. 22.44, Part 6)?

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted state,
regional, or local habitat conservation plan?
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Comments:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local ot regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS)?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. The Modified Project would include a realignment of Skyline
Ranch Road, reduction of 40 residential lots (but inclusion of age-qualified homes and a community center),
modifications to housing product types, relocation and expansion of park and recreation center sites, and
extension of multipurpose trails and bike lanes. These modifications would be within a reduced 492-acre
development footprint compared to the 622-acre footprint of the Approved Project. Additionally, the
proposed 1,355-acre SRCA would preserve suitable habitat for sensitive and special status species within the

project site. Thus, no new significant impacts or impacts of greater severity than those previously identified in
2010 Certified EIR would occur.

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any sensitive natural communities (e.g., riparian habitat,
coastal sage scrub, oak woodlands, non-jurisdictional wetlands) identified in local or regional
plans, policies, and regulations or by CDFW or USFWS?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. As stated above, the Modified Project would consist of minor
modifications within the 622-acre development footprint of the previously analyzed 2010 Certified EIR.
Developable acres would be further reduced to 492 acres under the Modified Project, and the proposed
SRCA would preserve 1,355 acres of natural plant habitat onsite. Therefore, no new significant impacts than
previously identified would occur.

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands (including, but not limited to,
marshes, vernal pools, coastal wetlands, and drainages) or waters of the United States, as defined
by §404 of the Clean Water Act or California Fish and Wildlife Code §1600, et seq. through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. Development of the Modified Project would be within the 622-
acre footprint of the Approved Project previously analyzed and mitigated for in the 2010 Certified EIR. The
proposed SRCA would preserve jurisdictional areas of the Corps, RWQCB, and CDFW vernal pools and
artificial pool habitats, as detailed in the Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan for the Approved Project.
No new significant impacts would occur under the Modified Project.

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of
native wildlife nursery sites?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. The modifications to the Approved Project would occur within
the development footprint previously analyzed in the 2010 Certified EIR. The proposed SRCA would
preserve approximately 1,355 acres of contiguous open space, which would protect wildlife movement within
and through the project site. Similar to the Approved Project, the Modified Project would not impact the
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Cruzan Mesa vernal pools that are frequented by migrating waterfowl. Thus, no new substantial impacts

would occut.

e) Convert oak woodlands (as defined by the state, oak woodlands are oak stands with greater than
10% canopy cover with oaks at least 5 inch in diameter measured at 4.5 feet above mean natural
grade) or otherwise contain oak or other unique native trees (junipers, Joshuas, southern
California black walnut, etc.)?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. Similar to the Approved Project, development of the Modified
Project would require the removal of the one isolated mature coast live oak tree onsite that has a 32-inch
diameter at breast height, and also potentially remove the one coast live oak trees offsite near the proposed
installation of a 78-inch storm drain in the City of Santa Clarita. Although the offsite coast live oak is not
within the alignment the storm drain, trenching required for the installation of the storm drain falls within
the drip line of the tree and could damage the root system. Therefore, the developer would be required to
obtain oak tree removal permits from both the County and city. Mitigation from the 2010 EIR would also
require oak tree restoration onsite. Thus, the Modified Project would not introduce new substantial impacts.

f) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, including
Wildflower Reserve Areas (L.A. County Code, Title 12, Ch. 12.36), the Los Angeles County Oak
Tree Ordinance (L.A. County Code, Title 22, Ch. 22.56, Part 16), the Significant Ecological Areas
(SEAs) (L.A. County Code, Title 22, § 22.56.215), and Sensitive Environmental Resource Areas
(SERAs) (L.A. County Code, Title 22, Ch. 22.44, Part 6)?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. As stated above, the County of Los Angeles has an oak tree
ordinance (Los Angeles County Code Sections 22.56.2050 through 22.56.2260) that prohibits removal or
damaging of oak trees and includes guidelines to avoid impacts to oak trees and their protected zones. The
project applicant would be required to obtain oak tree removal permits to remove the two oak trees that
would be impacted by development.

The County also has a wildflower reserve area ordinance, which protects wildflowers in designated areas,
identified in the County code by section, township, and range numbers (Los Angeles County Code §
12.36.020). The project site is not in any of the areas identified as wildflower reserve areas. Therefore, no
impacts would occur.

A significant portion of the Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools SEA falls within the northern portion of the project
site. However, the development footprint of both the Approved and Modified Projects would be outside of
the boundary, and no impact would occur to the SEA.

Overall, the Modified Project consists of minor technical changes to the Approved Project. No significant
impacts to local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources would occur.

g) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted state, regional, or local habitat conservation plan?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. As stated above, a significant portion of the Cruzan Mesa Vernal
Pools SEA falls within the northern portion of the project site. However no development would occur within
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the SEA boundary. The proposed SRCA would preserve the northern 1,355 acres of the project site as open

space. No new substantial impacts would occur under the Modified Project.

5.4.3 Adopted Mitigation Measures Applicable to the Modified Project

Sensitive Vegetation Communities

4.C-1

Mitigation for grading and fuel modification impacts (calculated 200 feet beyond the limits
of grading) to 467.9 acres of combined coastal sage scrub and disturbed coastal sage scrub
(452.3 acres within on- and off-site, and 15.6 acres within on- and off-site fuel modification
zones), 77.0 acres of coastal sage-chaparral scrub (69.9 acres within on- and off-site grading
and 7.1 acres within on- and off-site fuel modification zones), and 2.8 acres of holly-leafed
cherry scrub (2.1 acres within on-site grading and 0.7 acre within on- and off-site fuel
modification zones) shall be provided by establishing a 1,355 acre conservation area [Skyline
Ranch Conservation Area (SRCA)] within the northern portion of the study area as shown
in Figure 2-3, Aerial View-Development and Conservation Area, of the Skyline Ranch

EIR. The applicant shall cause the preservation of this 1,355-acre area through either a
Declaration of Restrictions or a Conservation Easement, or dedication or transfer of the
land to a conservation organization committed to the preservation of the land in perpetuity.
A Declaration of Restrictions, Conservation Easement, or similar recorded instrument shall
be placed and recorded in this area to ensure its long-term preservation. The applicant shall
arrange for the long-term management of the property to ensure the long-term persistence
of the property’s biological resources through a nonprofit organization, conservation-
oriented entity, or entity with experience in biological resource conservation approved by the
County. The applicant shall provide long-term funding to assure the management of the
property to protect its biological resources in perpetuity. The SRCA includes approximately
623.9 acres of coastal sage scrub, 115.8 acres of disturbed coastal sage scrub, 248.6 acres of
coastal sage-chaparral scrub, and 10.6 acres of holly-leafed cherry scrub. This area shall be
preserved as natural open space. These 1,355 acres provide substantial ecological value based
on the quantity, quality, and regional value of the habitats preserved.

Establishment of the 1,355-acre SRCA shall achieve the following performance standards:

1. Provision of sufficient quantity of habitat to offset vegetation impacts associated with
the proposed project. When considering coastal sage scrub, disturbed coastal sage scrub,
coastal sage-chaparral scrub, and holly-leafed cherry scrub collectively, this 1,355-acre
area will provide close to 2:1 preservation of like and contiguous habitats [1,354.6 acres
preserved vs. 642.1 acres impacted (621.7 acres impacted by grading and 20.4 acres
impacted by fuel modification)]. Preserved habitats are similar to those impacted by the
project and most vegetation communities (with the exception of sycamore woodland),
regionally common species, and special status plant and wildlife species impacted by the
project are represented within the SRCA.
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An on-going maintenance and management program shall be adequately funded and
implemented to ensure the long-term integrity of biological resources within the 1,355-
acre SRCA. Direct and indirect degradation of habitat shall be prevented in part through
steep topography that separates the SRCA from the proposed development area and
through the prohibition or restriction of uses within the SRCA.

The SRCA shall include signage, where appropriate, and other management practices to
discourage off-road vehicles, domestic pets, and other activities harmful to natural lands.

Any continued use of lands within the SRCA (such as film-making) shall be subject to
approval by the SRCA habitat manager and restricted to uses that are not incompatible

with the resource conservation objectives of the SRCA.

A 21.6-acre Mitigation Exchange Area shall be provided to replace the 21.6 acres of
preserve area that would be disturbed within Tract 46018 due to the construction of
Skyline Ranch Road. This shall be established separately from the SRCA through an
agreement between the applicant, Shapell-Monteverde Partnership (owner of the
recorded Tract 46018), the Army Corps of Engineers, and the County of Los Angeles.

Following grading operations any areas that have been disturbed within the 50-foot
grading buffer zone; which includes coastal sage scrub (10.7 acres), disturbed coastal
sage scrub (6.1 acres), coastal sage-chaparral scrub (3.3 acres), non-native grassland (1.8
acres), disturbed (0.8 acres), holly-leaved cherry scrub (0.7 acres) and sycamore riparian
woodland (0.2 acres), shall be restored to pre-graded conditions by a qualified biologist.
Restoration shall be designed to provide the same vegetation resources and habitat value
as those removed within the buffer zone. At the end of all project grading, proposed
restoration actions within the buffer zone (if necessary) shall be presented in a
restoration plan provided to the County. Following approval by the County, restoration
shall be initiated and completed according to the approved restoration plan.

Mitigation for impacts to sycamore riparian woodland (including 96 sycamore trees and nine
Fremont cottonwood trees) is discussed in Mitigation Measure 4.C-2.

Jurisdictional Areas

4.C-2

As detailed in the Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) prepared by Glenn
Lukos Associates (GLA), mitigation for impacts to 5.22 acres of Army Corps of Engineers
(Cotps) and Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) jurisdiction, none of
which consists of jurisdictional wetlands, and 9.30 acres of California Department of Fish
and Game Wildlife (CDFGW) jurisdiction (of which 2.91 acres is vegetated riparian habitat)
shall be accomplished by the applicant through the following:

The preservation of 1,355 acres of natural open space within the SRCA through the use
of a conservation easement or the dedication of such land to a qualified conservation
organization. This 1,355-acre area includes approximately 5.35 acres of Corps and
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RWQCB jurisdiction, none of which consists of jurisdictional wetlands and
approximately 5.71 acres of CDFGW jurisdiction (of which 0.31 acre is vegetated
riparian habitat).

2. The preservation of 1.53 acres of southern vernal pool and artificial pool habitats
within the SRCA subject to RWQCB jurisdiction.

3. Ons-site establishment of 7.27 acres of sycamore/cottonwood tiparian woodland within
Plum Canyon.

As described further in the HMMP, the proposed 7.27-acre sycamore riparian woodland
(mitigation site) will be established within portions of Plum Canyon on-site within the SRCA
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Hydrology is currently present at the mitigation site and the mitigation site supports Cortina
sandy loam and Saugus loam which are conducive to the establishment of sycamore riparian
woodland. A Corps-approved reference site will be used prior to implementation of the
mitigation program to provide the necessary data to measure the performance of the
mitigation site.

The plant palette for the proposed mitigation site includes the planting of two riparian
species: 727 one-gallon containers of Fremont cottonwood and 1,818 one-gallon containers
of western sycamore. One-gallon upland buffer species will also be planted including
chamise, hoaryleaf ceanothus, California buckwheat, deerweed, coast prickly pear, snake
cholla, scrub oak, white sage, black sage, and our Lord’s candle. A seed mix of 12 native
shrub and herbaceous species will also be used.

The planting of a sycamore riparian woodland in the vicinity of the hollyleafed cherry
woodland is not intended to, nor is it expected to, result in an inadvertent conversion of the
riparian area from holly-leafed cherry to sycamore woodland. The creation of 7.27 acres of
sycamore riparian woodland within Plum Canyon within the SRCA is expected to provide an
overstory on the edges of the holly-leated cherry woodland that replicates the conditions
currently found in Drainage 5 (where impacts are proposed). Onsite occurrences of both
species indicate that they can exist concomitantly without the risk of conversion from one
type to another altogether. With appropriate spacing and the use of drip irrigation on the
planted sycamores, the existing swath of holly-leafed cherry will not be adversely affected by
the addition of the sycamore riparian woodland.

The HMMP includes a number of features to ensure the success of the mitigation site
including supervision by a qualified habitat restoration specialist, a 5-year qualitative and
quantitative monitoring program, contractor education, the use of mycorrhizal fungi,
supplemental irrigation, regular maintenance (e.g., exotic vegetation control, pest control,
trash removal), and adaptive management assurances.
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Nesting Birds
4.C-3

Trees
4.C-4

The Hybrid Functional Assessment (HFA) conducted by GLA (2009) concluded that the
proposed project, considering off-setting mitigation measures, would result in a 25 percent
increase in the total functionality of the aquatic features remaining within the SRCA after
project implementation.

In addition to the measures proposed above, the project will requite permits from the
ACOE under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), from the Regional Water Quality
Control Board (RWQCB) under section 401 of the CWA, and from the CDFGW under
section 1602 of the State Fish and Game Code. Should the Corps, RWQCB, and/or
CDFGW impose additional or greater mitigation measures on the project for these impacts,
those measures — to the extent that they exceed what is required by the measures contained
herein — may be substituted for the measures set forth herein, as the County does not intend
to require the project to mitigate twice for the same impact once the project has already
mitigated the impact below a level of significance.

In order to avoid impacts to nesting birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and
raptors protected by State Fish and Game Code, project grading and vegetation removal
should take place outside of the nesting season, roughly defined as mid-February to mid-
August. If grading or vegetation removal is to take place during the nesting season, a
biologist acceptable to Los Angeles County shall be present during vegetation clearing
operations to search for and flag active nests so that they can be avoided. A raptor survey
will also be required in the unnamed canyon prior to the fill of that drainage. An avoidance
buffer of 100 to 500 feet (exact radius to be determined by the monitoring biologist) will be
fenced around any active raptor nests and impacts to nests will be avoided until after the
nesting season is over. After mitigation the anticipated impact on nesting birds is less than
significant. The results of the nesting bird construction monitoring will be provided in
writing to the CDFGW and County Department of Regional Planning (DRP).

To mitigate the loss of the coast live oak on-site (32 inches diameter at breast height [dbh])
in the southeastern section of the study area, an oak tree permit will be obtained from the
County. The impacted oak tree will be replaced at a minimum ratio of 10:1 in the
appropriate location at the interface between development and undeveloped areas. This ratio
is in excess of the mitigation ratio set forth in the County ordinance, which is 2:1.

No mitigation is necessary for oak woodlands regulated under SB 1334 because no oak
woodlands occur within the study area.

The loss of two California junipers within mixed coastal sage chaparral scrub shall be
replaced in the landscaping scheme along roadways and in parks and other recreational areas
at a minimum ratio of 3:1. Trees grown from local area stock shall be used, along with

salvaged trees from the development area where possible.
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To mitigate the potential loss of the coast live oak off-site, the Applicant shall obtain an oak
tree removal permit from the City of Santa Clarita for the coast live oak tree that may be
adversely impacted by trenching for the proposed 78-inch pipeline installation, prior to
initiation of pipeline trenching and construction. To the extent feasible, impacts to areas
within the drip line (or root system) should be avoided during construction.

Indirect Impacts - Invasives

4.C-5 To mitigate potentially significant indirect impacts to open space areas adjacent to fuel
modification zones due to the possible spread of invasive plant species, the proposed project
shall incorporate the use of native plant species to the maximum extent practicable and
avoid the use of plant species known to be highly invasive adjacent to open space areas. The
plant palette for the fuel modification areas adjacent to open space areas shall be consistent
with the County of Los Angeles Fire Department Fuel Modification Plan Guidelines and
shall focus on native species provided in the table of desirable plant species.

5.4.4 Level of Significance After Mitigation

The Modified Project would only result in minor technical changes or additions to the previously certified
EIR, and would not result in significant impacts upon implementation of applicable regulatory requirements
and mitigation measures.

5.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES
5.5.1 Summary of Impacts Identified in the Certified EIR

This section summarizes the analysis contained in Section 4.D, Cwltural and Paleontological Resources, of the 2010
Certified EIR.

According to the Certified EIR, a records search conducted at the California State University, Fullerton,
Archaeological Information Center showed that three prehistoric archaeological sites, one historic period
archaeological site, and five isolated finds were reported as a result of previous work and recent surveying.
The prehistoric sites were subjected to Phase II testing (i.c., subsurface testing and laboratory analysis), and
the historic complex was subjected to a site-specific historical records search to develop a context for
determining potential significance. The results of these Phase II archaeological studies indicated a low
probability for the sites to provide additional information in that the sites are not considered unique
archacological resources as defined in Section 21083.2 of the PRC. However, because archaeological
resources were found within the project site, there is potential for construction and grading to uncover
unknown subsurface cultural materials.

A records search was also performed by the Los Angeles Museum of Natural History to determine the
paleontological sensitivity of the site. The record search determined that there is high fossil sensitivity onsite
due to the terrestrial Pliocene Saugus Formation near and within the project area. Also, a fossil horse was
located within the project boundary on the east side of the Cruzan Mesa SEA. Overall, the project site has

Decenber 2016 Page 59



SKYLINE RANCH MODIFIED TRACT 60922 ADDENDUM
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

5. Environmental Analysis

high paleontological sensitivity. Mitigation is provided to ensure impacts to archaeological and paleontological
resources are minimized to less than significant.

5.5.2 Impacts Associated with the Modified Project

Regulatory Background
Assembly Bill 52

Under the California Public Resources Code Sections 21073 et seq., the Native American Historic Resource
Protection Act (Assembly Bill 52 [AB 52]) took effect July 1, 2015, and incorporates tribal consultation and
analysis of impacts to tribal cultural resources (TCR) into the CEQA process. It requires TCRs to be analyzed
like any other CEQA topic and establishes a consultation process for lead agencies and California tribes.
Projects that require a Notice of Preparation of an EIR or Notice of Intent to adopt a ND or MND on or
after July 1, 2015, are subject to AB 52. A significant impact on a TCR is considered a significant
environmental impact, requiring feasible mitigation measures.

T'CRs must have certain characteristics:

1. Sites, features, places, cultural landscapes (must be geographically defined), sacred places,
and objects with cultural value to a California Native American Tribe that are either
included or determined to be eligible for inclusion in the California Register of Historic
Resources or included in a local register of historical resources.

2. The lead agency, supported by substantial evidence, chooses to treat the resource as a TCR.

The first category requires that the TCR qualify as a historical resource according to PRC Section 5024.1. The
second category gives the lead agency discretion to qualify that resource—under the conditions that it
supports its determination with substantial evidence and considers the resource’s significance to a California
Tribe. The following is a brief outline of the process.

1. A California Native American tribe asks agencies in the geographic area with which it is
traditionally and culturally affiliated to be notified about projects. Tribes must ask in writing;

2. Within 14 days of deciding to undertake a project or determining that a project application is
complete, the lead agency must provide formal written notification to all tribes who have
requested it.

3. A tribe must respond within 30 days of receiving the notification if it wishes to engage in
consultation.

4. The lead agency must initiate consultation within 30 days of receiving the request from the
tribe.
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5. Consultation concludes when both parties have agreed on measures to mitigate or avoid a
significant effect to a TCR, OR a party, after a reasonable effort in good faith, decides that
mutual agreement cannot be reached.

6. Regardless of the outcome of consultation, the CEQA document must disclose significant
impacts on TCRs and discuss feasible alternatives or mitigation that avoid or lessen the

impact

Given that AB 52 only recently took effect, the previously certified 2010 EIR did not analyze impacts related
to tribal cultural resources. The County of Los Angeles also does not include tribal cultural resources as part
of its adopted CEQA checklist. However, impacts of the Modified Project on tribal cultural resources are
analyzed below using the Office of Planning and Research’s proposed update to the CEQA Guidelines
Appendix G checklist (see Section 5.5.2(¢), below).

Would the Modified Project:

Substantial
Changein  |New Information| New Mitigation
Project or Showing |or Alternative to
Circumstances Greater Reduce
Resulting in Significant Significant |Minor Technical
New Significant| Effects than Effect is Changes or No
Issues Effects Previous EIR Declined Additions Impact
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource as defined in X
CEQA Guidelines § 15064.5?
b)  Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to X
CEQA Guidelines § 15064.5?
c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature, or contain X
rock formations indicating potential paleontological
resources?
d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred X
outside of formal cemeteries?
e)  Would the project cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of a tribal cultural resource as X
defined in Public Resources Code 210747

Comments:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as defined in
CEQA Guidelines § 15064.5?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. The development footprint of the Modified Project is reduced
and within the footprint of the Approved Project. The entire site is vacant and undeveloped. Grading of the
Modified Project would not involve any demolition of existing structures or buildings that may have historic
significance. Thus, no impact would occur to any historic resources, and the Modified Project would not

result in any new or substantially altered conditions in comparison to the Approved Project.
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b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to
CEQA Guidelines § 15064.5?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. As discussed above, archaeological resources were discovered
onsite; however, Phase II testing determined that the resources were not significant. Similar to the Approved
Project, implementation of the Modified Project would involve grading activities that may unearth previously
undiscovered archaeological resources. Therefore, mitigation from the 2010 Certified EIR is provided to
ensure impacts remain less than significant. The Modified Project would not result in any new or substantially
altered conditions in comparison to the Approved Project.

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature, or contain rock formations indicating potential paleontological resources?

Minor Technical Changes or Additions. The record search performed for the Approved Project by the
Los Angeles Museum of Natural History determined the project site to have high paleontological sensitivity.
Grading activities associated with the Modified Project would be reduced compared to the Approved Project;
however, it would still involve grading of the majority of the developable area. Any excavations in the Saugus
Formation or Mint Canyon Formation have a high chance of discovering significant fossil vertebrate remains.
Thus, mitigation is provided to ensure impacts to archaeological and paleontological resources are minimized
to less than significant. However, the Modified Project would not result in any new or substantially altered

conditions in comparison to the Approved Project.
d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries?

No Impact. California Health and Safety Code, Section 7050.5; CEQA Section 15064.5; and Public
Resources Code, Section 5097.98 mandate the process to be followed in the event of an accidental discovery
of any human remains in a location other than a dedicated cemetery. Specifically, California Health and Safety
Code, Section 7050.5, requires that if human remains are discovered on a project site, disturbance of the site
shall remain halted until the coroner has conducted an investigation into the circumstances, manner, and
cause of any death, and the recommendations concerning the treatment and disposition of the human
remains have been made to the person responsible for the excavation, or to his or her authorized
representative, in the manner provided in Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code. If the coroner
determines that the remains are not subject to his or her authority and if the coroner recognizes or has
reason to believe the human remains to be those of a Native American, he or she shall contact, by telephone
within 24 hours, the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC). Although soil-disturbing activities
associated with development of the Modified Project could result in the discovery of human remains,
compliance with existing law and applicable mitigation measure from the Certified EIR would ensure that
significant impacts to human remains would not occur.

e) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural
resource as defined in Public Resources Code 21074?

No Impact. As part of the Certified 2010 EIR, the NAHC performed a records search of its Sacred Land
Files for a one-mile radius around the project site to determine the presence of Native American resources.

Page 62 PlaceWorks



SKYLINE RANCH MODIFIED TRACT 60922 ADDENDUM
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

5. Environmental Analysis

The record search did not indicate the presence of Native American cultural resources in the area that may be
impacted by the Skyline Ranch project development. The NAHC also forwarded a list of Native American

groups or individuals that may have additional information on the project area. These groups or individuals

were notified of the Skyline Ranch project and asked for input. However, there were no responses to the

inquiry. Given the results of the Native American consultation, it is unlikely that there are significant tribal

cultural resources onsite. The modifications to the Approved Project would be developed within a reduced

development footprint. Therefore, there would be no additional potential to affect other tribal cultural

resources on the project site. No impact would occur.

5.5.3 Adopted Mitigation Measures Applicable to the Modified Project

Archaeological Resources

4D-1(a)

4D-1(b)

Archaeological Monitoring. At the commencement of project grading or construction, all
workers associated with earth disturbing activities (particularly remedial grading and
excavation) shall be given an orientation regarding the possibility of exposing unexpected
archaeological material and/or cultural remains by a qualified archaeologist who satisfies the
Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards for Archaeology
(prehistoric/historic archaeology) pursuant to 36 CFR 61. The archaeologist shall also
instruct the workers as to what steps are to be taken if such a find is encountered. Due to
the moderate sensitivity and possibility of buried cultural materials within the project area, it
is recommended that initial grading and ground disturbing activities in areas determined to
be sensitive (primarily those areas proximal to recorded sites) be monitored by an
archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards
for Archaeology (prehistoric/historic archaeology) pursuant to 36 CFR 61. The
archaeologist shall have the authority to stop work if sensitive or potentially significant
cultural remains are discovered during excavation or ground disturbing activities. Test
excavations may be necessary to reveal whether such cultural materials are significant. In the
event the archaeologist indicates that a significant or unique archaeological/cultural find has
been unearthed, grading operations shall cease in the affected area until the geographic
extent and scientific value of the resources can b